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AD FERTISEMENT. 



JMLr. SIMON's excellent Treatise on Irish Coins haying 
become very scarce, from the small number of copies 
printed, the Editors are induced to give this new Edition 
to the Public, together with the Supplement, begun 
by the late ingenious Mr. Snelling, and completed and 
published in London after his death in the Year 1767,; 
and to which they have also added a Plate, and de- 
scription of several Coins discovered since Mr. Simon's 
death, or that escaped his, or Mr. Snelling's observation ; 
with the exception of Numbers 11, 12, 13 and 14, they 
are all in the possession of a friend, from whose col- 
lection they have been faithfully copied. 

Had the Editors entertained any reasonable hope that 
the subject would be taken up by abler hands, they 
would not have presumed to present the work to the 
Public in its present imperfect form; but not con- 
ceiving themselves competent to the task of new mo- 
delling the whole, they have given the Work and the 
Supplement, as originally published, trusting at the same 
time, that, their efforts to rescue from oblivion the only 
Publications on Irish Coinage worthy of notice, will be 
the means of stimulating others to take up this neglected 
branch of national antiquities, and at some future pe- 
give to the Public a more finished performance. 
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At a General Meeting of the PHYSICO-HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

Monday, January tbe 4tb, 1747. 

r 

Dr. BARRY in the Chair. 

PRESENT, 

LORP CHANCELLOR, LORD BISHOP OF MEATH, LORD BISHOP OF 

CLOGHER, SfC SfC SfC. 

ON the Report made by Walter, Harris, Esq; That he and the Reverend 
Dr. Corbet, Dean of St. Patrick's, had perused Mr. Simon's Essay ox 
Irish Corns, which was referred to them: 

Agreed, 
That the Thanks of this Society be given to Mr. Simon, for the Pains and 
Care he hath taken ; and that he be, and is hereby desired to publish the said 
Essay, together with his Collection of Records concerning Irish Coins and the 
Currency of Money in Ireland, with the Approbation of the Society. 

EDW. BARRY, V. Prsotd. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY. 



ROBERT 



• 



LORD NEWPORT, 



LORD CHANCELLOR, 



AND 



ONE OF THE LORDS JUSTICES QF IRELAND, 



PRESIDENT OFTHE PHYSICO-HISTORICAL-SOCIETY, IN DUBLIN. 



My Lord, 

JejVERY Attempt to contribute to the service of the 
Public, naturally lays claim to Your Excellency's patro- 
nage; and Your obliging readiness to become President 
of a Society, whose principal views are to procure mate- 
rials for compiling a general History of Ireland, seems 
particularly to authorize the liberty of presenting to 
Your Excellency the following Essay, as subservient to 
that design. 

To Your Excellency's great goodness to the Author, in 
procuring him access to several of the offices of Record, 
he is indebted for whatever may be thought curious in 
it; and from Your protection, My Lord, he presumes to 
hope for the indulgence of the Public to the sincere, how- 
ever imperfect, Endeavours of a Foreigner to render 




.*-- 



viii DEDICATION. 

himself in sortie degree useful to the Country in which 
Providence has been pleased to fix him. 

Interested, a, by adoption he is in her parity, he 
cannot fail to wish, that Your Excellency may long con- 
tinue to adorn those high Stations in which You are 
placed, with that integrity, application, sagacity and know- 
ledge, which give weight to Power; and that temper, 
benevolence, and candor, which render the most respectable 
Characters the most amiable. 



Permit me, My Lord, to subscribe my self with the most 
grateful, and profound respect, 

Your Excellency's 



most obliged, 



most obedient, 



and most humble Servant, 



JAMES SIMON. 
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PREFACE. 



JL HE knowledge of antient Coins is not merely a matter of curiosity, but of use; 
it has a manifest relation to Sciences, such as Chronology, Antiquities and History, 
and serves to ascertain and illustrate them. For Coins, no less than Medals, " give 
" a great light to History, in confirming such passages as are true, in settling such 
" as are told qfter different manners, and in recording such as halve been omitted' 9 *'. 
The truth of which will, I conceive, appear from facts in dispute amongst our His- 
torian*, which are now settled and confirmed by the evidence of some of the Coins 
mentioned in the following Essay. This kind of Study is so confessedly interesting, 
that many treatises on this subject have been published in several of our neighbouring 
countries; witness those of Border oue % ZeJBlanc, on the French coins, qf Thomas 
Broeder Bircherod, on the Danish, of Elias Brenner, on the Swedish, and of 
M. Folkes and & M. Leake, Esqrs. on the English. But we have not as yet any par- 
ticular treatise on the Monies of this Kingdom* There are indeed two curious but 
very short chapters on Irish Coins, one in the Antiquities of Ireland, by Sir James 
Ware, the other in the Irish-Historical Library, by Bishop Nicholson; the concise- 
ness of which induced me to draw up (at first only for my own amusement and in- 
struction) some observations upon what they had written on that sultfect : And although 
I have been enabled to make several additions from very curious Coins and Records, 
which they had not seen, I cannot give my Reader a truer, as I cannot wish to give 
him a more favourable account of this Essay, than that it is chiefly the work of these 
two learned Antiquaries; and as such I presume to recommend it to his perusal. If 
I have at any time ventured to dissent from these great Men, I have given the reasons* 
sometimes I confess but conjectural, that determined my opinion, which I freely 
submit to better information. ' 

s 

* Addison'* Dialogue* on antient Medah, p. 80 



r. 



PREFACE. 

It is almost impossible to give a perfect History of our Monies for want of sifffi- 
cient records, many of which have been destroyed by time and various accidents. In 
order to preserve what are left concerning this Sulgect, as far as a work of this kind 
can contribute to that end, it has been thought proper to publish by way of Appendix 
those that are still in being, as materials for such as shall hereafter undertake to give 
us a better and more perfect account of these matters. * 

/ Asfor the Coins exhibited in the Plates, besides my own, I have had the advantage 
of consulting the several collections of Trinity College, of James Ware, JohnPutland, 
and Ralph Howard, Esqrs. and of Mr, Henry ArchdaU. I take this opportunity to 
return my humble thanks to them, and to those gentlemen who have been pleased to 
communicate such other materials as could not come to my knowledge without their 
assistance. 

It now remains for me to beg the Reader's indulgence and forgiveness for the many 
imperfections in the language and performance, and that, as an atonement for both, 
he will accept of my sincere desire of being in some degree useful to a country, now 
become my own. 
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HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 



OF 



IRISH COINS, &c. 



A.LTHOUGH we cannot trace out the first Invention of money in Ireland, yet it 
cannot be denied, that it was in use here long before the arrival of the Danes, or 
Norwegians. The Irish word Monadh\ as well as the other appellative words, 
used (with little variation in the pronunciation) in most of the antient and modern 
languages to signify money, seep to be derived from one and the same origin, the 
Hebrew Monah, or Mineh b , the name both of a weight, and of a kind of money, 
worth a huhdred Denarii' : the Mineh of gold being worth a hundred shekels. 
Besides this, we find in the Irish many mercantile and other words derived from the 
Hebrew, which, as they shew the Antiquity of the Irish, and its affinity to that 
mother tongue, denote likewise the early use of trade, and of money in Ireland; 
into which, no doubt, it was introduced as soon as inhabited, or at Inst frequented 
by other trading nations ; the country affording gold, silver, and other metala*, 
which perhaps were soon discovered by the first Inhabitants, 



• Mottadh, Pacunt*, Money. Lhiyd Irish-Die* 
tionary. The Irish jtirgead, used at present for 
the English word money, originally and properly 
signifies JrgMmm, silver, and was not probably 
mode use at to design money, «*& the use of diver 
coins was introduced into Ireland, when, in aU 
likelihood, such money was called by way of dh« 
traction from iron or copper money, Mtnadh na 
Mrgeady and in process of time for brevity sake, 
J&rgemb for money of anter* 



h Mina est nomen ponderis £ mpneta* habeutis 
centum denarios, & centum siclos anri. Schindle/'s 
Leaicon-Pentaglot. 

« The Denarius, denier, according to Greave* 
and Arbuthnot, weighed 63 (rains, and would be 
worth of oar present money, about 7%d. 
< . ■ staanigue f odinas 

Et pnri Argentineans, quas terra refossis 
Visceribns manes imos tisuia redudit 

Hadrianus Junius in Ware's Antiquit. 
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A. M. Wc find that in the reign of Tighernmhais Mac Fallamhuin% the tenth monarch 

3011 * of the Milesian race, Gold ore was discovered, and refined pt.Fothart, near the 
river Lifly, in the county of Wicklow, where gold, silver, copper, lead and iron, 
have of late years been found out. And a mint is said to have been erected, and silver 

3482. money first coined in Ireland, in the time of Eadna-Deargh f . From this observation, 
that silver-money was then first struck, we may reasonably conclude that money of 
some kind or other, whether of iron or copper, was in use before that time ; and in- 
deed we find that in the reign of Sednasus-Innaradh, the soldiers wages were paid in 

9453. money, wheat, and cloathes 1 . "Tis also very probable that this island was known to 
the Phoenicians, who used to resort to Britain for tin, which no doubt was likewise 
found in Ireland h ; though those mines seem to have been lost for some ages past. 
But most certain it is, that this country was famous, in the beginning of the Roman 
empire ; for Tacitus, speaking comparatively of Britain and Ireland, says of the 
latter, that it was better known by its trade and commerce, by its easy resort, and 
the goodness of its harbours, than the first*. And when the Roman arms had reached 
Spain, Gaul, and Germany, abundance of people must have retired out of those 
countries into this, and brought with them what riches they could save, together 
with their trade, arts and sciences ; for which reason, the Romans hacl a coveting 
eye on Ireland, which, says Tacitus*, being situated exactly between Spain and 
Britain, ' lies' very convenient for the French sea, and would have united the strong 
members of the empire With great advantage; and Agricola thought it could 
haVe beeri conquered, and kept in subjection with one legion and some few 
auxiliaries. 

There rtmst indeed have been a great deal of wealth and treasure in Ireland, to 
have allured the Ostmen and Nordihen to invade it so often, and at last to engage 
them to settle in it. It was not for the sake of provisions, or of some cattle, that they 
made stfch repeated attempts on this country ; no: as those people enriched themselves 
by their pyracies; money was what they most sought for. For as the Bua-Saga ex- 
presses it r , they used to enter into partnerships upon oath, to exercise their pyraciea, 

* Flaherty's Ogygia, Lond. 1685. p. 105. Ingram miner and finer has at his great charge 
' Ogygia, p. 249. found out divers mines of silver, lead, iron, coal, 

* Ibid. p. £48. &c. which would cause great relief to the inhabL 

* At a great council held at Drogheda on Fri* tants of Ireland if they were wrought ; it is there* 
day before the feast of St. Andrew, (29*Hen. VI.) fore enacted, &c.— RoU8*oflke, Dublin, 
before James Earl of Ormond, deputy to Richard * Melius aditus portusque per cuanmercia & ne- 
dttke of York lord lieutenant of Ireland ; it was gotiatores cogniti. Tacitus in Vita Agricola, p. 
enacted (cap. 14.) ; that licence be granted to Sir 159. Edit. Eke*. 14)49. » 
Christopher St. Laurence lord of Howth to search * k Tacitus ut supra. f 

for a mine within the seigniory of Howth, as well • * Societatem sub juramento inierunt, pi'raticanv 

foT tin as lead ore, and to apply the profits thereof exercentes, qu& pecuniam slbi honorific^ qwesiveH 

to his own use for three years, yielding 6*. 8d. a runt Tho. Bartholinus, de Antiq. Dan. p. 457. 

year if the mine be found, (cap. 17.) As Richard Hafnise 1689. 
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m * 

whereby they honourably m acquired plenty of money. And Siur lesoni us "says, that A. ft. 
after their expeditions they used to bring 1 honie go much money, which they had taken 800 * 
from the merchants and husbandmen, that those, who saw these riches, admired how 
so much gold could be collected together in those northern countries. ' 

It appears from Saxo-Grammaticus°, that those pyrates, under the conduct of 
Hacco and Starchater, having invaded Ireland, attacked and routed the Irish, and 
killed their king Huglet, found in hig'treasury in Dublin such vast quantity of money, 
" that every man had as much as he could wish or desire ; so as they needed not to 
" fall out among themselves for the partition, since there was so much for each Man's 
" Share, as he could conveniently carry away'." 

The Prince, here called Huglet, was probably Aodh VII. king or monarch of 
Ireland, surnamed Finn-Liath; and of Aodh, or Hugh and Liath, a foreigner, 
such as our historian was, might very well, instead of Hugo-Liath, call him Hugo- 
Leth, or Hughlet, in Latin Hugletus. This admitted, the fact must have happened 
in. the year 879, which is the time assigned by O Flaherty q for the death of thk 
prince, though he doth not say that he was either attacked or killed by the Danes ; 
but that his son and successor Neil-Glundubh was by them killed in a battle near 
Dublin in 919, according to the annals of Dungalls r . The same author owns, that 
the Danes and Norwegians made several irruptions into Ireland in the reign of Aodh 
Y. surnamed Oirnigh, in the years 788, 807, 812, and 815'. 

We find, in several of our historians, mention made of gold and silver being paid 
by the ounce. Thus in the annals of Ulster 1 ad An. 1004, we find that Brian- 
Borama, king of Ireland, offered twenty ounces of gold on the altar of St. Patrick, 
in the cathedral church of Armagh. That Tirdelvac O'Connor, king of Ireland, 
An. 1158, having obtained a great victory over the people of Munster, received for / 
{he ransom of their leader sixty ounces of gold. That An. 1157, Maurice O Logh- 
lin A king of Ireland, upon the dedication of the church of Mellifont, gave like- 
wise sixty ounces of* gold tathe monks of that house; to whom Donat O Carrol, 
king of Ergal, founded of that church, gave also sixty ounces of gold ; and Der- 
▼orgilla, wife of Tierna O Ruark, as, many". That An. 1161, Flahertach 
O Brolcan, Comorban of Columb-kill, having visited the diocess of Oasory, there 
were-collected there for him among the people four hundred and twenty ounces of 
pure silver w . And in a. Latin manuscript copy of the gospels \ we find this marginal 

• * 

■ Pyracy was then looked upon as honourable ; ' Hollingshed, rol. 2. p. 57. 

the king and lords of Denmark being often con- ' Ogygia, P- 433. 

eerned in those expeditions. Ibid. cap. ii. & ix. ' Ibid. p. 434. 

* Piraticam suscepcrunt, deque prsedonibus, qui * Ibid. p. 433. 

agricolas & mercatores spoliaverunt, magnas pe- • Ware's Antiq. Edit 1704, p. 70, and by 

cunias egerunt, & omnes qui haec Ttdebant admi- * Harris, p. 204. 

rati sunt, in septentrionahbus terris tantum auri • Ware's Antiq. p. 70. 

collectum esse. Ibid. p. 458. w MSS, annals of abby Boyle, Trin. Coll. Dublin, 

• Saxo-Grammat Hist. Dan. Hb. 6. Tho. * MSS. college library, 
BarthoV p. 15. 
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A. D. note, that Moriertagh O Loghlin, king of Ireland, granted a parcel of land to the 
*°°* monastery of Ardbraccan in perpetuity, at a yearly Tent of three ounces of gold. 
From all which, some have imagined, that there 'was no money struck in Ireland, 
before the arrival of the English. But probably these were particular eases ; the 
gold and silver offered to churches might be for chalices, and other holy utensils or 
ornaments ; and great payments were no doubt made by weight : So William the 
Conqueror allowed Edgar Atheling a pound weight of silver every day 7 . And by 
reason perhaps of the lightness of some of the then current money, people chose to 
receive it ad sealant, by weight*. It appears for certain from a letter of Lancfranc 
archbishop of Canterbury to Tirlagh, king of Ireland, An. 1074, that money was 
then current in this kingdom, since the bishops used to confer holy orders for money, 
which evil custom he adjures him to reform*. 

I have, I fear, been too long in endeavouring to prove the early use of money and 
of mints in Ireland ; I shall therefore proceed, and speak of the coins now extant, 
or mentioned by historians, and only add that Keating* tells us, that mints were erected 
at Armagh and Cashel about the time of St. Patrick's entering upon his apostleship 
(in the fifth century) and that money was there coined for the service of the state. 
Another author* says likewise, that Tirlagh O Connor, king of Ireland, erected a 
mint and had silver money struck at Clomnacnoise ; and that he bequeathed to the 
clergy of that place five hundred and forty ounces of gold, and forty marks of 
silver. 

Whether the monarch of Ireland only, or each petty kiag in his province or terri- 
tory, did assume the power of striking money, doth not clear ly appear from antietit 
history : But if the coins in my first plate, taken from Sir James Ware, and Camden, 
be Irish, and Mr. Walker's notes on them admitted to be just, we may well suppose 
. that each prince in his kingdom, in imitation of the Anglo-Saxon kings in England, 
struck money of his own. To proceed. 

The coins Number 12, 18, 14, 15, 16 and 17, in my first plate, are taken from Sir 
James Ware 4 , and, as he says, were in the year 1639 found in gnat quantity, near 
Glendoloch, in the county of Wicklow-; but they were so worn and defaced by age 
and rust, that that learned antiquarian could not decypher them^r make out then 1 
inscriptions. He thought indeed that, on Number 14 of my first plate (the fourth 
in the plate of coins of the last edition of hi* works, vol. «. p. 20C.) he could ob- 
serve the date of the year, wherein that piece was struck, which he makes out 1115: 
But as no dates are found on the current coins of these kingdoms, before the year 
1513, when Henry VIII. had the year for the first time struck Oh his testoons coined 

r Speed* hist of England, p. 604. Matt Paris. Annals Waverly, ad An. CiL 
* Among many examples, I shall give one: An. • Ware ut supra. 
1348, Hen. III. the money was so shamefully k Keating's Hist. p. 327. 
' clipped, that an order was issued oat, enjoining, c Cambrensis Erersus, p. 65. 
that it should be taken only by weight, and that * Antiq. cap. 2£« 
no pieces should pass, bnt such as were round. 
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«t Toornay, the letters c. n- v. x. in the four angles of the crow, must be read A. D. 
Crux *, which word is often seen on the coins of Ethelred, and others of the Anglo- 
Saxon kings of England, and on some of those of the kings of Sweden. Number 
lg, 19, 20 and 21, are taken from Camden's last edition. " These/' says Mr. 
Walker in his notes/ " seem to be of the antient Irish kings, the only ones that 
" I ever saw ; the letters are very unusual, and difficult to be read or understood/' 
The 18th (9th in Camden's fourth plate) he conjectures to be dida medino, the reverse 
two hands in the opposite sides of the cross. The 19th (1 1th in Camden) that gen- 
tleman says, he takes also to be of an Irish prince by the word midini, which is like- 
wise seen on the 20th, (12th in his plate) and that therefore they seem to refer to Mi- 
dia, now called Meath, one of the divisions of Ireland. 

The Pieces, Number 12, 22, 23 and 24, Plate I. Number 31, 32, 33, 36 and 
37, Plate II. and Number 162, 163, 164, 165, 166 and 167. Plate VIII. I have 
by me, but must own, that the letters are so defaced, or so unusual, that I am not 
able to find out what they are, nor what prince they belong to ; and as these letters 
appear to have been mostly strokes like so many inn &c. I presume that the in- 
scriptions on these coins were written in that occult manner, called Ogham Craobh 
by the Irish antiquarians r . From the armed head on Number 31 , I should assign it 
to Brian- Boruma, who, as he was a great warrior*, might very properly be repre- 
sented in armour on his coins. All I can say is, that the crosses represented on them 
shew, that they were struck since Christianity was introduced into Ireland. And 
their rude and coarse make denotes them to be very antient, and that they were cur- 
rent here long before the arrival of the English, and some of them perhaps before 
the Danes were well settled here : for by comparing Number 24, 30, 35* and 36, 
with the rest, it will appear that the Irish, from their intercourse with the Danes, 
woe much improved in the manner of striking their money. 

Number 30, Plate II. seems to belong to one Donald, king of Monaghan. It 
bears that prince's head, crowned, with this inscription, >k dimn. roex. mneghi. 
which I read Domnaldus Rex Mnegm, in English Monaghan ; reverse a cross cre- 
scent, with this Epigraphe * odivlfeoimrvihi, which, I confess, I do not under- 
stand ; it weighs nineteen grains. Were this coin less resembling those of Sithric, 
and had it that rude and coarse stamp, which appears on those of a much older date, 
I should take it to be of Dominion, prince of the Magnati, whence Irrosdomhnon, 
a territory in the province of Connaught, now part of the county of Mayo, was so 
called; and it is very probable, that that part of Connaught was called Mnegni or 
Mneghi in Irish, and its Inhabitants, from thence, Magnate by Ptolomy. 

Number 34 represents a king's head crowned, with this inscription, £< jlfar < $ It arcs. 
Rex rfvFUi. Ivarus Rex Dyffiin. [I have supplied here the letters e. x. worn out A 'J?' 

872. 

* The person wko engraved Sir Janet Waret • CttadeD, vol. i. p. 190. Load. IVtft. 
plate, probably mistook the Greek for tbe ' Ware's Aatiq. 1704, p. 10, 20. 
Saxoo a. * Ibid* p. 63. 
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I varus, in Rex, and the d in Dyfflin] reverse a cross crescent, vo&k what Mr. Walker calls 
A '®' a hand, in two of the opposite quarters of the cross, and an epigraphe, which I am 
notable to read. This, very probably, is the prince, who Sir James Ware h says, is 
called in the Irish aimals, King of the Normans of all Ireland, and who died in 872. 
Th is piece weighs fifteen grains . 
Sithric. That the Danish kings of Ireland struck money here, is now past all manner of 
989. doubt. I have some very fair and well preserved coins of Sithric, king of Dublin, 
which have on one side his head crowned, and on the other a cross terminating in a 
crescent, the inscriptions on either side, being different. Number 1, Plate I. has on 
the head side this epigraphe, & sihtrc rex dyfu. Sithricus, Rex Dy Jim; reverse, 
>J< leofpmieniolvni. Leofpmien, Monetarius Luni, the minter's name, with that 
perhaps of the place where struck. Number 2, has ^sihtrc rex dyflni, the n 
is here put before the i, Sithricus Rex Dyfiin; reverse, >b sonmrds.nom.n. Son- 
vieds Monetarius Normanorum; the word mon Monetarius* being written back- 
wards. Number 3, >k sihtrc rex dyni, Sithricus Rex Dyfiin. the f and l axe 
here omitted through the ignorance of the engravers of those rude ages ; reverse, * 
juremion. mdlhr ; Eiremion Monetarius Dyfliniensium Normanorum. Number 
4, >b sihtrc rex dyflnin. Sithricus Rex Dyfliniensium Normanorum, king of the 
Nordmen of Dublin 1 ; reverse, * bvrntiod mo rini. Byrntiodh Monetarius Rim. 
What place in the small Kingdom of Dublin Rini was, is hard to guess, unless it be 
Raheny in Fingall, which from the Norwegians took its name of Finn-Gall, the white 
foreigners f. Number 5, taken from the earl of Pembroke's collection, has on one 
side, sihtrc rex dyfli, Sithricus Rex Dyfiin; reverse, siifern mo dyfu, Sufern Mo- 
netarius Dyfiin. Number 6, sihtrc rer dyfln, Sithricus Rex Dyfiin; reverse fa- 
reman mo dyfu, Fareman Monetarius Dyfiin. Number 25, Plate II. taken 
from Kedder's collection of Irish coins, has >b sihtrc rex dyflnm, Sithricus Rex 
Dyfliniensium Nortnanorum ; reverse, * ciodman mo lvn^ Ciodhman Monetarius 

* Ogygi*9 435* were obliged to stamp their same, or some prirate 

* The MonetarH were not the common work- mark on the monies of their respective coinage* 
men or artificers employed in striking the coins, ' " The Danes and Norwegians, who sub,. 
as some have imagined. They were the farmers " dued a great part of Ireland, were some time 
of the mint, who gave so mnch a year to the " called Normans, as denoting men of the north, 
prince for the sole privilege of coining in a city " sometimes Ostmans, to denote men of the 
ot town. Thus in the book of statutes of Charles " east" Ware's antiquities, p. 19. Edit. 1704. 
-the bald, Gofninus, brother to the castellane of But, as I apprehend, Nordmen signified the 
Tournay is called Monetarius, because he was Norway-men, or men of the Nord, and are so 
dominus monetae Tomacencis, which must imply called in the Danish annals, and Ostmen signified 
master or farmer, and not lord of the mint of the Danes. 

Tournay, for the mint or right of coining mo- i Gall, orGealta, in Irish, more properly sig. 

ney did then belong to the bishop of that place, nines the Gauls or Celtes, who Yery probably sent 

And as these farmers or mint-masters were an- Colonies into this Island, whence the word Gall 

swerablefor the weight and purity of the money was applied to all foreigners, 
struck by them, or the people under them, they 
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bwti. This last word, a* in Number 1, was probably the name of some small town Sithric. 
in tiie kingdom of Dublin, perhaps the island of Lambay, formerly called Limni J, A 'Jf- 
and in process of time Lini and Luni, where still are the remains of an old castle, 
said to be built by the Danes. The Anglo-Saxon kings in England had a mint in 
almost every town of their respective kingdoms, in imitation whereof, the kings of 
Dublin had very probably the like. Number 26 is very different from the coins be- 
fore described, and seems rather to belong to some other prince of that name. By 
the dress of the head, one would think that it was struck about the time of Edward 
the Elder, king of England, whose coins it pretty much resembles, and who died 
in 925, having reigned twenty years. And, I find in Ware's annals k one Sithric 
chief of the Danes, who, in 916, defeated the army of Ailill king of Leinster. To 
this prince therefore might this coin very probably belong. It has oaone side a king's 
head with a kind of cap or tiara tied with a diadem, from which hang two pearlg, 
and this legend * sihtrc rex dvflnb, Sithricus Rex Dyfliniensium Normanorum; 
reverse, a small cross in the center of a circle, and >b mlfels mo dyplimo, Aefeln 
Monetae Dyflhtiensii Monetarius, master of the mint of Dublin. Number 27 i^ 
also different from the rest, the head being crowned with a small crown fleurie, in 
a kind of treasure of four semicircles, with this epigraphe, ^ sihtrc rex dyflno, 
Sithricus Rex Dyfliniensium Normanorum ; reverse, stelenmonond, Stelen Mone- 
tarius on Dyfiin; on, being here instead of in. Number 88, * S/htehi^dyfln. 
Sitricus Rex Dyfiin, The two first letters S. I. are worn out and the word rex also 
partly defaced ; reverse, £< ihiriehito . . • m. It appears plainly, that these coins 
were struck by a prince of Dublin, and from Number 6, coined by Foreman, that 
they may, for the most part, if not all, be ascribed to Sithric, the third of that 
name, king of Dublin, who, according to Sir James Ware 1 , began to reign about the 
year 989. For I have a coin of Ethelred II. king of England, (the like of which, Ethel. 
is inthe collection of the earl of Pembroke, and in that of the late Dr. Gilbert, in REO ' 
Trinity-college, Dublin) struck in Dublin, by the same Faereman. It has on one side, 
that prince's head crowned, and this inscription, * adelred rex anglo, Ethelred Rex 
Anglorum; reverse, across crescent, and * F£R$man mo dyfli, Foreman Moneta- 
rily Dyfiin. See Plate I. Numb. 7. -This prince ascended the throne of England in 
979, and died in 1016 ". And Sithric, son of Aulaf, or Anlaf, succeeded his brother 
Glumain, or Gluniarand, in 989, and died in 1039, in his way on a pilgrimage' to 
Rome ; they were therefore cotemporaries. Another coin of Ethelred, (Number 
39, Plate II) has likewise his head crowned, and this legend, >b abelred rex analo, 
Ethelred Rex Anglorum; reverse, a cross crescent, and * fjbnemnmodypu, Fenem 
Normanorum Monenarius Dyfiin, or Norman&tum Dyfliniensium Monenatarius. 
How these coins of Ethelred of England happened to be struck in Dublin, seems 



J Ware's antiq. by Harris, p. 41. 
* Ware's antiq. edit 1704, p. 61. 
1 Antiq. p. 63. Edit. 1704. 



"Saxon annals, Huntingdon, lib. 6. Brompton, 
p. 677. Mabnsb. p. 78. 
» Ware, ut supra. 
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surprising ; and to account for it, we must have recourse to his father king Edgar'* 
charter, mentioned by Ware and Flaherty, though looked upon by others as spurious, 
and a trick of the Monks . " Godfrid," says Sir James Ware*, " reigned in 
Dublin (An. 962.) About this time Edgar, king of England, subdued a great 
part of Ireland, aqd particularly the city of Dublin, as appears by hk charter of 
Oswald's law for depriving of married priests, and introducing monks, dated at 
Gloucester, in the year 966, indiction VIII, and of his reign 6." The preface 
to which charter, I have here inserted in the notes*. 

If, as it appears from this charter, Edgar conquered the kingdom and city of 
Dublin, and a great part of Ireland, he did, one may reasonably suppose, lay some 
kind of tribute on the vanquished princes of this island, and obliged them to strike 
in his name and with his effigies, and that of his successors, the money so to be paid 
to him and them for the said tribute. And as Ethelred succeeded his brother Edward, 
three years only after the death of their father Edgar, it is very probable that these 
coins were struck as part of that tribute, and as an acknowledgment of his dominion 
and right of protectorship over the kingdom of Dublin 1 , which probably continued 
no longer, than while he was able to defend himself against the Danes, who invaded 
bis own kingdom. 

Mr. Thoresby, in the fourth plate of Anglo-Saxon coins in Camden, gives us a 
piece of Edgar's, Number 24, which stands Number 8 in my first plate/ It hu 
this inscription, >b eadgar rex Edgar Rex; reverse, * dyrmod none, Dyrmod 
Monet arius. And in his notes on the coins of this table, he says, " that this piece, 
" being found in digging among some antient ruins in Dublin, was sent him, as an 



• « But tho> this king Edgar was certainly a 
u very great and heroic prince, yet questionless 
" that charter, which makes him to hare subdued 
" the greatest part of Ireland, with the city of 
'< Dublin, is fictitious, and nothing but a piece of 
" monkish forgery." Tyrrel's hist of Bngl. toI .1. 
book Ti. p. 13. Loud. 169$. 

' Ware's aatty. p. 63. 

* " By the grace of almighty God, king of 
" kings, and lord of lords, I Edgar, king of 
" England, and of all the kings of the islands 
" round about Britain, and of the nations in- 
" eluded in it, lord and emperor, give thanks 
" to the omnipotent god, my king, who has so 
" enlarged my empire, and extended it above the 
" kingdom of my fathers, who though they en- 
" joyed the monarchy of all England from the 
" time of Athelstan, who first of an the kings of 
" England, subdued all the inhabitants of Bri- 
" tain ; yet none attempted to enlarge the bounds 
" of it ; but to me the divine providence has 



u 



granted, together with the kingdom of England, 
" all the kingdoms of the islands of the ocean, 
" with their fierce kings, as far as Norway, and 
" a great part of Ireland, with its most noble 
cc city of Dublin, all which by the divine provi. 

deuce I have subdued." Ware's antiq. p. 14. 



u 



Proemium Edgari diplomatis, quod habetnr inter 
Wigornensis ecclesie monumenta, ejusque ex. 
emplum inter archiva regia Londmi in arce as. 
servatar. 
AMtona&tis Dei largiflua dementia, &c. 

OgygMh IV 39. 

* " It is to be observed, that the easterkmgs 
" were the first founders of the four principal 
" cities of Ireland, per. Dublin, Waterford, 
" Cork and Limerick, and of the other sea-port 
" towns in the kingdom. These cities and towns 
" were under the protection of Edgar, and Ed- 
" ward the confessor. 91 Davis's report of mixt 
monies, p. 23. 
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** Irish coin, Dcrmot; the minter's name, being familiarly known to ikoieifiat we Etmv» 
" conversant in the Irish annals.' 9 If this coin be admitted' to be Irish, Dermot, 
here mentioned, wis perhaps one of the (Btgtdi) petty-kings of Ireland, (probably 
of Leinster,) whom Edgar had subdued, and on whom he had imposed a tribute; 
and not a common coiner, or minrt>magter. I. should therefore choose to read 
this inscription, Dermodii Monetn, instead of Dermodiu$ Momtarius. 
: I have among my Anglo-Saxon coins, a piece of Edred, king of England, (An. 
948) with this inscription, & badred rex., and on the reverse, >Ji dyrmod m. Dermod 
Monetarius. See Number 9, Plate I. If, because the name of Dermod is found' 
on some of Edgar's coins, we receive them as Irish, we have the same reason to ad- 
mit this of Edred, as struck in Ireland, by some of its petty-kings subdued by that 
prince : if so, Edgar was not the first of the kings of England that attempted the 
conquest of Ireland. And, indeed, we find in Bede T , that Egfrid, king of Nor- 
thumberland, in the year 684, sent his general Berthus, who invaded this country. 

Number 10, Plate I. is taken from Sir James Ware 1 , who gives it as of Anlaf, king Anlaf. 
of Dublin, by some, says he, called king of Ireland. And although some late anti- A * Da 
quarians have ascribed this piece to Anlaf, king of Northumberland ; yet I must 
beg leave to join -in opinion with our learned knight in giving it to Anlaf, of Dublin. 
It has on one side a figure resembling three shields, and this inscription, >J< anlaf 
cvnvnc. • . • Anlaf king, • . . The letters that followed were I suppose so defaced, 
that they could not be read. The reverse has a church, and this legend, ^arhan 
hon eta, which some read, Faman Monet a, whence they conceit that it was struck 
at Fame-island, or at Landisfarne, in England. The letter h, which they take for 
an n in one word, and for an m in the other, I read m in both, Thus, Farman, or 
Foreman Monetarius; and as " it appears by an inquisition 1 taken in the sixth year 
" of Richard III. An. 1383, and still extant in the archives of Christ-church, 
" Dublin, that the said church, said to be built by Sitricus, An. 1038, was founded 
" and endowed, time out of mind, and long before the conquest of Ireland : " And 
as the black-book, of that church ascribes the foundation of it to Sithric, son of 
Anlaf, king of the Ost-men of Dublin*; we may very reasonably suppose that 
' jSithric, whose coins we have produced, was the son of Anlaf, who died in the island 
of Hy in 981 w ; that he was the Person, who, according to the black-book, gave 
the ground for the building of that church ; and that it was begun, and perhaps 
endowed, by his son Anlaf, who was killed in England, on his way to Rome, in 
1035 \ and the building perfected in 1038 y , by his son Sithric the IYth. If so, this 
prince might have had a church represented on his coins ; and these might likewise 
have been struck by Foreman, who was his father's mint-master, and might have 



* Egfridtts rex Nordanhymbrorum miaso in 
Hyberniam cum exercrtu duce Bertho, rastavit 
misere gen tern. Bede lib. 4. cap. xxvi. p. 151. 
Basil 1563. 



' Ware's antiq. ch.xxr. p. 71. Edit. 1704. 
1 Ware bj Harris, p. 301. • Ibid. 

* Ware's antiq. 1704. ch. xxiy. 
■ Ibid. » Ibid. 
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Anlap." lived fifteen years in the sendee of these two princes, as there passed but nine years 
^02Q between *^ e death of the one and the other. 

I have another coin of one Anlaf, Number 11, Plate I. with this inscription/ * 
anlaf rex a. which I at first took' for Rex Anglia ; 'but finding on some of my 
Anglo-Saxon coins, Eadred Rex o, Eadred Rex e, Eadred Rex s, Edwig Rex m, 
I take these letters a, o, e,- s, and m, to be so many privy or mint marks, and there- . 
fore think that this coin belongs to Anlaf, one of the Danish kings of Waterford ; 
for so I read the word wadter on the reverse of this Well-preserved piece, which 
weighs 17^ grains. 

I shall here subjoin the weight of such of the then current coins as I have in my 
possession, viz. 

No. 1 Plate I. 22| grs. No. 22 Plate I. 14| grs. No. 36 Plate II. 11$ grs. 



2 ditto 


2li 


23 ditto 


16* 


37 ditto 


13$ 


3 ditto 


22 


28 Plate II 


.16 


162 Plate VIII 13$ 


4 ditto 


22£ 


30 ditto 


19 


163 ditto 


13$ 


6 ditto 


23* 


31 ditto 


10$ 


164, ditto 


12* 


7 ditto 


23 


32 ditto 


14£ 


165 ditto 


12£ 


9 ditto 


25 


33 ditto 


10$ 


166 ditto 


U* 


11 ditto 


17$ 


34 ditto 


15 


167 ditto 


14$ 


12 ditto 


14± 


35 ditto 


H$ 


• 





These pieces were struck, and in all probability passed for Pennies. And from the 
difference in the respective weight of each of them, we may observe the necessity of 
paying and receiving money in those times, by the scale, and the reason why mention 
is so often made in our historians, of gold and silver being paid ad sealant, or by 
the ounce. 
Hyn. II. I am now come to the time of the arrival of the English in this island, under Henry 
^ *?' II. who, haying been invited over* by Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster> 
v * landed in this kingdom in the seventeenth year of His reign, settled colonies in different 
parts of it, and, by degrees, introduced therein the laws and customs of England. 
I do not find, that he had any money struck in Ireland ; yet, " to the end that he 
<' might easily obtain the pope's good will, for his entering upon Ireland, hevolun- 
" tarily offered unto him, the payment of a yearly pension of one penny out of every 
€t house in the country, which was the first ecclesiastical tribute, that ever came into 
" the pope's coffers from Ireland 11 /' But whether these' pennies were coined in this 
kingdom or not, is not mentioned in my author. It is however very probable, that 
this prince, after having subdued the island, and obliged its petty-kings to do him 
homage, and swear fealty c , did assume the regal power and'prerogative of having 
money struck with his name and effigies, as Ethelred had done before; and the more 

\ 

VMaur. Regan hist, in Hibernica, p. 3. p. 83. Dublin, 1739. 

» Primate Usher's religion of the antient Irish, c Rog. Hoveden, ad An. 1171. 
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bo, as there were already mints in Dublin, and probably in other places. And his- Hen. IT. 
torians mentioning so expressly, that king John, bis successor, was the first, who had f'J^ 
money struck here of the same standard with that of England, seems to hint that 
Henry had had money coined here of a different standard. I have not had the good 
fortune, as yet, to meet with any* of this prince's coins struck here/ nor records that 
mention any such ; we must therefore leave it to future enquirers, and come to, 

John, earl of Morton and duke of Cornwal, born in 1 166, who. was the fourth John 
son of Henry II. The king, when this young prince was in his twelfth year, made x [ 77 \ 
him lord of Ireland, and sent him over*. John accordingly entered upon the power, 
by enacting laws, granting charters, and coining money. Of this we have his half- 
penny, having on one side his head full-faced, with a diadem, or crown of five pearls, 
and this inscription, iohannes dom. Johannes Do minus, and on, the reverse, a dou- 
ble cross, with a pellet, or annulet in each quarter, and for inscription, some have 
(the minter's name) * rodberd on div. or dw.< — * tomas on div. — * norm an 
on div. for Divelin, Dublin. Others have >fr wilelm on wa.— alexand on wa. 
for Waterford. See Plate II. Numb. 38, 30, 40, 41 and 4«. These half-pennies 
weigh from 10 to 10^ grains, and by wearing have lost from half a grain to one grain 
from their original weight, eleven grains, the standard of the English half-pennies. 

This prince continued lord of Ireland during the life of his father, and of his bro- 
ther Richard I. after whose death he succeeded to the crown of England, being then 
thirty-three years old, and joined to his title of king of England, that of lord of 
Ireland, in consequence wliereof he altered the stamp of his Irish monies. He was 
the first, it is said, who called in the Easter lings, to reduce the money to its due fine- 
ness, whence, it is thought, it had the name sterling. But it appears from several 
historians, that the word sterling was in use long before. Some think it was first in- 
troduced in the time of Osbright, one of the Saxon kings of England, about one 
hundred and sixty years before the Norman conquest 6 . Ordericus Vitalis f often 
mentions Nummi SterUenses, sterling money, particularly in a charter of William 
the conqueror, to the abbey of Utica, Fanum Sancti Ebrulphi, St. Evroul, in 
Normandy. We find likewise mention made of pennies sterling, in the time of Henry 1 l 99m 
I. g , of Henry II. h , of Richard I. 1 , and in an antient registry, formerly belonging 
to St. Thomas's abbey, near Dublin, we find these words\ €t For this grant, the 
" said Itoger has given to us an ounce of gold, to be expended on the repairs of the 
" walls of the city, and twenty shillings of sterlings, when we sent over messengers 
" to our lord, earl John, to transact the affairs of the city.'* Here the word ster- 
ling is made use of before John was king, when lord fef Ireland, and earl of Morton 

* Johannes filius regis, de donb patris dominus k Le Blanc traits des monnoyes de France, p. 
Hiberniae, vcnit ifl Hiberniam, anno setatis suae 153. Amst. 1692. Spelman nt supra. Camden's 
duodecimo. Selden tit. hon. p. 38. Lond. 1672. remains, chap, money. Lond. 1614. 

" Davis's reports, p. 23. ' Roger Hoveden, in Ric. I. p. 377, Lond. 

1 Ware's antiq. by Harris, p. 207. 1 596. 

* Spelman. verb, sterling. k Ware's antiq. by Harris, p. 207. 

B2 
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John only, and before he could have brought oyer the Easterlings into England, These 
^'®- instances may suffice to shew the antiquity of the word sterling, whereby is meant the 
purity of the -English standard for silver, probably derived from two Saxon words, 
steor, standard, rule, and all, or ailing, noble, — steoratting, the noble, or royal 
standard. Be it as it may, king John was the first who ordered monies to be coined 
in Ireland of the same weight and fineness with those of England. 
1310. This prince came over again, in the eleventh year of his reign 1 , and appointed 
John de Grey, bishop of Norwich, lord justice of Ireland, ,who, by his direction, 
caused pennies, half-pennies and farthings, to be coined of the same .standard with 
that of the coin of England, which were to pass equally current in both kingdoms. 
1217. In 1217 money was likewise struck in this country, and probably of the same weight 
-and fineness. " The present standard of England , of eleven ounces two penny- 
weight fine to eighteen penny-weight allay, is called in the oldest accounts of the 
mint extant, the old standard, or the standard of the old sterlings, and it is pro- 
bable that these pennies were of that standard, and that the pound of the Tower/' 
(eleven ounces four grains, being sixteen grains lighter than the pound troy) " of such 
standard of silver, was then cut into two hundred and forty of these pennies , 
whence it will be found that the weight of the penny was twenty -two troy grains 
and a hfrlf ; and that the intrinsic value of twenty shillings, or of two hundred 
and forty such pennies, of full weight, was the same as the value of fifty-eight 
shillings, and one penny, half- penny, of the present English coined money;" or 
three pounds, two shillings, and ten pence farthing, Irish currency. So that the 
penny of that time would, therefore, be now worth three pence half farthing. 

This prince is represented on his pennies and half-pennies, in a triangle, with his 
-head full-faced, crowned with a crown fleurie, and holding in his right hand a scep- 
ter with a cross fleurie, and having on the left side a rose of four leaves, with this 
inscription, ►& iohannes rex. reverse, in the like triangle, a crescent, and a blazing 
star, with three smaller stars in the angles, each point of the triangle terminating in 
acrosspatee, and the like cross on each side above the legend, £< roberd on dive. — 
*h willem on div. for Divelin, on wa. for Waterford, on xime. for Limerick. — 
The half-pennies are like the pennies, but instead of the blazing star, have a cross 
with the crescent. The farthings have likewise, on one side, his head full faeed with 
a crown fleurie, withina triangle, but want the scepter and the rose, and have a small 
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1 Eoclem anno rex Anglorum Johannes pro- 
fe6lus est in Hybemiam, pnefecerat autem ibi- 
dem Johannem dc Grey, episcopum Norwicen- 
sem justiciarum ; qui denarium terras illius, ad 
pondus numismatis Angliae fecerat fabricari : & 
tarn obolum quam quad ran tern rotundum fieri 
praecipit Jussit quoque rex, ut illius monetae usus 
tarn in Anglia, quam in Hibernia communis ab 
omnibus- haberetur. Math. Paris, ad an. 1210, p. 
230. Lond. 1640. Ware's annals, p. 43. edit 



1704. Stowe's annals, p. 168. Lond. 1631. Hoi- 
lingshcd, p. 174. 

■ Martin Folkcs's table of English coins, p. 5. 
Lond. 1745. 

B At first the denier sterling was the twentieth 
part of the ounce, that is, an ounce was cut info 
twenty deniers sterling; twelve ounces made the 
pound. Com posit, mensur. £dw. I. p. 133. Ra- 
stal of weights and measures. 
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star in each angle, with this epigraphe, willem on. reverse the blazing star in a tri- Johw 
angle, and round it, Johannes dw. Dive I in. Such of these pennies, as I have tried, ^ 17 [ 
weigh from twenty to twenty-one grains and a half ; the half-pennies, from ten to ten 
grains three quarters. See Plate II. Numb.. 43, 44, 45, 46. 

The triangle on these, and tlie following coins of Henry III, Edward I, Edward 
II, and Edward III, bishop Nicholson says°, was intended to represent the Irish 
harp ; but as I find the like triangle, on the coins of Biorno, king of Sweden, An. 
818*, of Charles the simple, An. 893, of Philip the fair, An. 1286, and of Charles 
the fair, An. 1323, kings of France*, of Eric, An. 1232, of Abel, An. 1250, 
kings of Denmark, and of Peter, king of Portugal, An. 1377 q ; we may more pro- 
bably suppose, that as John was the first, that ordered his Irish money to be made of 
the same wtoight and standard with his English, and to be equally current in both 
kingdoms, yet, as the heads of the kin^s were inclosed in a circle on their English 
monies, so, for distinction sake, he ordered his head to be represented in a triangle 
on his Irish coins. From this triangle perhaps proceeded the arms of Ireland — the 
harp; which we do not find represented on any of the antient Irish coins extant, ex- 
cept it be, what has been taken for a hand, which, I must own, I think is more like 
a harp, especially as it appears on one of my coins, Plate II. Numb. 37. 

Henry lit. succeeded his father John in the tenth year of his age; and in the Hex. III. 
thirty-first of his reign, 1247, he ordered T stamps to be graven, of a new incision A * D * 
orcjut, and to be sent to Canterbury, Divelin, and ether places, forbidding the use 
of any other stamp^ than that used at the exchange or mint of London. And in his 
thirty -fifth year, he caused' pennies and half-pennies to be struck in Ireland, in order, 1251. 
it is thought, to pay the large and frequent subsidies, then demanded of that kingdom, 
by Pope Innocent IV*. These coins have that prince's head crowned, in a triangle, 

Irish hist, lib, p. 159. v mands were at that time very frequent from 

* £1. Brenner, thes num. Sueo-Gothorum, p. the Popes, in order to carry on their own 
3. Holmiae 1731. wars against emperor Frederick and the king of 

p Le Blanc, traite des monnoyes de France, ' Arragon. M. Paris, ad An. 1240. Petrus de su 

* Tho. Broder Bifcherod, specim. antiq. rei- pino pope Gregory's nuncio carried out of Ire- 
monet. Dan. p. 79, 95,98. Hafniae, 1701. Al- land 1500 Marks 
terum latus triangularem ostendit figuram, quam 1247. Johannes Rufus as above 6000 
etiam ambiunt tres liters, rex. ibid p. 95. 

r Stowe's annals, p. 187. Lond. 1631. 7500 

• 1 Rot. claus. 36 Hen. III. Rymer, torn. i. p. which make of our present currency, j£ 16250 
462. edit. Lond. sterling. u The clergy of Ireland, says Sir James 

• " Eisdemque diebus missus est in Hiberni- " Ware, (annals, p. 46. edit. 1704.) sent Irish 
"am magistcr Johannes Rufus ad pecuniam " curses after their money, for they were driven 

* " colligendum cum potestatis plenitudine, quasi " at the worst, to sell unto their merciless mer- 

* u legatus ; memoratus igitur Johannes tarn vigi- " chants (the nuncio's) their cows, hackneys, 
" lenter mandato papali & suae indulsit utilitati " caddoes, and aqua-vitas, to make present pay. 

' " & lucro, ut sex millia marcarum ab Hibernia " ments, and were driven in that extremity, to 
" extorsit." Matt. Paris, p. 631. Lond. 1684. " pawn and sell their cups, chalices, copes, altar 
' Matt. Westm. p. 335. Francf. 1601. Such de. " cloathes and vestments." 
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A.D. 
1272. 



IIen.III. holding in his right hand a scepter with a cross fleurie, and haying on the left side a 

A - D * rose of four and of five leaves, with this epigraphe, henricus rex In. .reverse, a 

double cross with three pellets in each quarter, and ricard on dive. — davi. on. de~ 

veun. See Plate II. Numb. 47, 48, 49. What I have seen of the best preserved 

• of these pennies weigh twenty and twenty grains and a half, the half-pennies from 

nine and a half to ten grains. 

1254. In the thirty-eight year of his reign, he made a grant of Ireland" to his eldest son, 
prince Edward, as appears from the patent, and from a letter w of pope Alexander, 
of 15 kal. May, 1260, to the said prince, wherein he stiles him lord of Ireland.— 
Edw^I. Whether that prince coined any money here during his father's life is very uncertain : 
but at his accession to the crown, he found his treasury empty, and the current coin 
of the kingdom in a very bad condition ; his absence of near two years after his fa- 
ther's death having so encouraged the clippers -and importers of base money, that 
little else was to be seen in either kingdoms ; five or six different sorts of base and 
mixed money being privately imported into England and Ireland, and uttered for 
sterlings, (pennies) though not worth above one half-penny*. To remedy this evil, 
and for restoring the coin to its antient purity, this prince, to his immortal honour, 
established a certain standard, as appears from an old register book of the abbey of 
St. Edmund's bury y > which was thus ordered by Gregory Rockley, then mayor of 
London, and master of the mint ; that in a pound of money, containing twelve ounces, 
there should be eleven ounces two pence farthing of pure leaf silver, commonly 
called silver of Gutheron-lane, and seventeen pence half-penny farthing allay; * the 
said pound to weigh twenty shillings and three pence in account ; the ounce, twenty 

1275. # pence, every penny, twenty-four grains and a half. ♦ According to which, the mints 
in Ireland were also regulated, as appears from the account of Donald and Andrew 
Sperdsholt, masters of the king's exchange in Dublin* ; and a new kind of money 
was ordered to be struck here under the government of Stephen de Fulborn, bishop 

1279- of Waterford, lord deputy of Ireland a ; which, according to Sir James Ware b , were 
groats at four-pence, half-pence and farthings, and to be current through England 
and Ireland. 

1800. r ^ ie twenty-ninth of his reign, the base and mixed monies, called Croccards and 
Pollards 6 , were, by the king's proclamation, decryed here d , as the importing of 



u Rymer, yol. i. parti, p. 187. Dutch edit 
~ Rymer, ibidem'. 2d part. 
» Lownds, p. 6.. Camden's remains, ch. mo- 
ney. Holfingshed, ad An. 1300. 

* Camden, at supra. 

* By eleven ounces two pence farthing we are 
to understand, eleven ounces two penny-weight, 
six grains of silver; and by seventeen pence half- 
penny farthing of allay, seventeen penny-weight 
six grains. . 

* Rot Turr. Birm. 9, 10. Edw. I. 



* Camden's annal. Hib. Irish hist. lib. p. 160. 
Davis's reports, p. .21. 

b Anna!. Hib. p. 59. edit. 1704. 

e These Croccards, Pollards, and other foreign 
coins, called Mitres, Lionines, Rosaries, Rosa- 
nines, Eagles, Sfc. from the stamp of figures im« 
pressed on them, were privately brought from 
France, and other parts beyond the seas, and ut- 
tered r here for pennies, though not worth half a 
penny; they were, according to .Hollingshed 
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chron. Eng. ad An. 1 300, made of a mixture of 
silver, copper and sulphur. 

d Rex Edwardus damnavit monetam surrepti- 
tiam & illegitimam quam Pollardos & Croccardds 
srveRosanos nominabaat. Annal. anonim. bib Hot. 
Cotton. No. 16. Camden, ann. Hib. An, 1300 
Davis's reports, p. 21. 

• Stat, de falsa moneta, 27 Edw. I. 
f Ware's antiq. by Harris, p. 209. 

* Lib. Rub. Scacc. Dublin. Davis's reports, 
26. 

h In the old way of coining with the hammer, 
before the mill and screw were invented, two 
kinds of puncheons were in use; one called the 
cross, whereon was engraven the head of the 



P 



prince, and was so called because antiently a cross 
wasstamped on coins instead of a head ; the other, 
called pile, contained the arms, cross, or some 
other figure and inscription to be struck on the 
reverse of the coins. 

1 Ware's antiq., by Harris, p. 209. 

* Ware's antiq. p. 73. edit. 1704. 

1 " Circa festum sancti Petri ad Vincula, mo- 
" neta in melius mutabatur. Quia denarius qui 
u in duas partes pro obolis, & in quatuor partes 
" pro quadrantibus fundi consuevit, ordinatum 
'< fuit ad tollendam occasionem defalcation is 
" monetae, quod rotundi essent denarii, oboli & 
" quadrantes." Annal. anonim- bibl. Cotton. 
M. 16. 



A. D. 
1300. 



1304. 



them had been prohibited in England on forfeiture of life and goods 6 . Thisprocla- Edw. I. 
raation was transmitted hither, and is still extant in the red-book of the exchequer, 
Dublin f . About this time, the' circulation of so much defaced and mixed money 
'being stopped, four new furnaces were erected in the mint of Dublin, to supply the 
great demand for good money ; and Alexander Norman de Luic was constituted mas- 

y 

ter of the coiners. Four years after 8 , " William de Wymundham, controuler of 
the king's exchange in .England, by command from the bishop of Bath and Wells, 
the king's treasurer, sent to Sir William de Essenden treasurer of Ireland, twenty- 
four stamps for coining money there, viz. three piles with six crosses for pennies ; 
three piles, with six crosses for half-pennies, and two piles with four crosses for 
farthings \ And these he sent by John le Minor, Thomas Dowle, an John de 
Shordich, clerks, members of the company of minters at London, to be by them 
used in the coinage of money. And an express entry is made, before what wit- 
nesses the said stamps were delivered" 1 . 

The pennies and half-pennies, struck in this reign, have the king's head in a tri- 
angle, full-faced, and crowned with a crown fleurie, but want the scepter, which 
from this time is not seen on the Irish coins. They bear this inscription, >b edw. r. 
ang. dns. hyb. reverse, the cross and three pellets in .each quarter, and round it ci- 
vitas dvblinie. — civitas waterford. — civitas corcacie, Corke, and according 
to Sir James Ware k , villa pontana, Drogheda. See Plate II. Numb. 50, 51 and 
52. The best preserved in these pennies, that I have seen, weigh tspenty-two grains, 
the half-pennies from ten to ten grains and a half. I have not had the gixft4j[jpjtune 
to meet with any of the farthings. 

This prince was the first, who on his Irish coins, added to his title of Rex Anglia, 
that of Dominus Hibernia, and instead of the m inter's name, ordered the name of 
the city, where the coin was struck, to be stamped on its reverse. He is likewise 
said 1 to have been the first, .that coined round half-pennies and farthings; but his 
having been the first that absolutely forbad the use of broken or clipped money 
might have misled some historians, and occasioned this report. For as we have 
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Enw. L already observed, we have the* round half-pennies and farthings of John and 
$£ Henry III*. 

Edward II. ascended the throne this year. It doth not appear from history, that 
A. D. this prince had any money struck in Ireland. But if we consider that few princes 
1307. ever came to the crown in more favourable circumstances, it will hardly be supposed, 
that during a reign of near twenty years, the several mints of Ireland should stand 
still ; especially while he was so long engaged in a very expensive war abroad, that 
one would rather imagine, that large supplies of money were often wanted for his 
use, and to answer the Pope's demands m . If any of his coins be extant, it is 
thought" that it may be easily distinguished from those of his father or of his suc- 
cessor, by their having his name on them, edwa. r. his father's having edw. r. 
only, and his successor edwar, or edward. r. This distinction may hold for his 
English coins ; but if I may be allowed to give my opinion, I think that the coins 
of this prince are distinguished from those of his predecessor, by having two dots 
or small annulets, under the neck, whereas such as I ascribe to Edward I. have 
but one. I shall therefore beg leave to place here two well preserved coins lately sent 
me, having the king's head crowned in a triangle, with two dots under the neck, 
and this inscription, edw. r. angl dns hyb. reverse, the cross with three pellets in 
each quarter, and, ci vitas dvblinie. — ci vitas water ford. See Plate II*. Numb: 
53, 54*. They weigh full twenty-two grains. I have not seen any of this prince's 
half-pennies or farthings. 
Edw.III. The writers of this period of our history, as I have observed in the preceding ar- 
1326-7. ** c * e are en *^y silent in relation to the coins ; so that from the latter part of the reign 
of Edward I. there is nothing, at least, as yet discovered concerning them, until the 
ninth of Edward III. when the ounce of silver, which till then had been cut into 
twenty deniers, or pennies, sterling, was ordered to be cut into twenty- six deniers . 
1336. By a roll of this year *, it also appears that a proclamation was thai issued by the king 
and council, for the coining of pennies, half-pennies and farthings in Ireland; 
whereby it was ordained, " that a pound of mailles, (half-pennies) by the standard 
of the exchange, should contain twenty-one shillings by tale, and the pound of 
farthings, twenty-one shillings and eleven pence, and that the pound aforesaid 
should contain ten ounces of pure silver, that is to say, three shillings and four 
pence. 9 ' My author has here omitted a word or two to render his meaning intelli- 
gible. The pound aforesaid was to contain ten ounces of pure silver, that is to say, 
says he, three shillings and four pence, whereas he ought to have said, and three 

♦ By an English stat. 20 Edw. I. It is ordain- change to be new coined, 

ed, that no merchant, or otheiyshall import into m An. 1313. 300 marks were raised and carried 

this realm, any money clipped, or counterfeit, out of Ireland for the Pope's use. Camden's annals 

pr traffic therewith, on pain, for the first time, of of Ireland. n Irish hist, library, p. 160. 

forfeiting the money ; for the second, the money ° Annals of Rob.^Aversbury. Rastal of money, 

and all his goods ; for the third, his body and p. 345. 

goods. — Others, which hare by them clipped mo- » Ware's antiq. by Harris, p. 210. Irish hist. 

Bey, shall pierce it, and carry it to the king's ex- lib. p. 162. 
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shillings and four pence allay, that is, onesixth part of a pound, or two ounces : so Edw.IIL 
that twenty-one pennies of the standard aforesaid made an ounce, and twel renounces a Vw' 
pound, which being shorn into two hundred and fifty-two pennies, or twenty-one 
shillings* the Irish pennies were to weigh twenty-one grains one-third, and not twenty- 
four j, as some have imagined ; for though the bullion was received at the king's ex- 
change at the rate of twelve ounces troy weight to the pound, yet it was returned 
coined at the rate of eleven ounces four penny-weight only, which was the weight 
of the pound of the tower. However, notwithstanding the addition of one ounce 
two penny-weight allay in a pound of silver, for the Irish coins, yet they were the 
best that were struck in this reign ; for the English pennies, at the rate of twenty-six 
to the ounce, did not weigh above nineteen grains. Silver at this time passed here at 
the rate of one shilling and nine pence the ounce. Two years after, by a writ, Rex 133S- 
custodisuo Hibernte*, the black monies called Turneys n , which, before used to 
pass current here, were prohibited, though permission was given that they should be 
received in payment till sterling money could be provided to replace them. The 1339* 
next year there came out another writ', which recites, €< that whereas an order of 
king and council for the coining of pennies, half-pennies, and farthings, doth 
subsist, it is ordained, that eight pair of puncheons for pennies sterling, eight 
pair of puncheons for half-pennies, and eight pair of puncheons for farthings, 
shall be sent without delay to the attorney of master John Rees, clerk, treasurer 
of Ireland, in order that such pennies, half-pennies, and farthings, be imme- 
diately coined there for. the cojiveniency of the king, and of his people." 
After so many repeated orders, ' it is beyond all doubt, that a good doal of money 
must have been coined here; yet we cannot, with any certainty, produce any of this 
prince's. It is thought, as I observed it elsewhere, that if any of them be extant, 
they may be distinguished from those of his two immediate predecessors, by 
having his name on them, edwar, or edward r. angl. dns. Hyb. and on the 
reverse, the cross and three pellets, and round it the name of the place where 
struck*. 

This prince in his twenty-seventh year ordered grosses, or groats, to be struck 1553. 
in England, (which were the first current there of the kind) to pass for four pennies 
each, with half groats at two pennies each, seventy-five of these groats, or one 
hundred and fifty half groats, to be coined out of the pound, Tower-weight; 
whence the weight of the groats appears to hav,e been seventy- two grains, and of the 
half-groats thirty-six grains. Whether such monies were* struck in Ireland, I can-* 
not find, but I have a coin, which I suspect to be of this prince, struck irt Dublin, 
which weighs full twenty-seven grains troy, and may probably have lost three grains. 
If this piece was not originally intended for half a groat, at thirty grains, it will 

* Appendix, No. 1. called TSuronensis moneta, Tournois, and here 

< These black monies were probably the Turners. ' Appendix, No. 2. 

French deniers, or double deniers of mixt metal, ' Irish hist. lib. p. 161. Leake of English mo- 

struck at Tours in France, whence they weTe ney, p. 123. Lond. 1745. 
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X 

Edw.III. exactly answer, at twenty-seven grains its present weight, to the above standard, at the 
135^" Ta '^ three half-pence. It has on one side the king's head in a triangle, two dots 
under the neck, and edw. r. angl. dns. hyb. but wants the stroke ( — ) over the n m 
Dominus, and the word edw. is placed in this, on the right side of the head, whereas, 
in all the others, it is placed over it. Whether these are characteristics sufficient to 
distinguish this prince's coins, from those of his predecessors, I shall not take upon 
me to determine ; the reverse, has the cross, with three pellets in each quarter and 
round it, civitas dvblime. See Plate II. Numb. 55*. 
Rich. II. I do not find any thing recorded concerning the monies of this prince. In the 
j^ 77 # ninth year of his reign, (1386) he created Hobert de Vere, earl of Oxford, his fa- 
vourite 1 , marquis of Dublin, and duke of Ireland, and by his patent, granted him 
the fullest powers and prerogatives of sovereignty ; and amongst others, " that 
" of coining money of gold and silver, and of all other kinds of money heretofore 
fc used in the said island, so that the same be of the same allay and essay, as the 
1380. €c money of England. 9 ' Whether the duke in consequence of his power had any 
such money struck here in bis name, doth not appear, and is very uncertain, if not 
. improbable ; for he never came over, having been the next year forced to fly to Hol- 
land, and from thence to Louvain, where he died three years after. (1390). 

King Richard came twice to Ireland", viz. An. 1394, when he called a par- 
liament w ; and An. 1399 : but though from his prodigious lavishness and expences 
in England, he must have wanted money here, to maintain his army, and carry on 
the war against the Irish rebels ; yet it doth not appear that he coined any. An act 
of 15 Edward IV. seems however to refer to coins struck here by this prince, f 

* By an English stat. (9 Edw. III.) it is en- « Walsingham ad An. cit. Selden tit. hon. p. 

acted, cap. 1. that none without the king's K- 41. 

cence, shall export any gold or silver in money or u Walsingh. p. 351. Froissard. Ware's and 
plate, on pain of forfeiting the same. Cap. 2. Camden's annals ad An. tit. 
none shall import into any of the king's domini- w Walsingh. p. 356. Froissard, lib. iv. cap. 47. 
ons any false or counterfeit money, on pain of + By an English statute, 5 Rich. II. it is en- 
forfeiting the same ; howbeit, any person, stran- acted, cap. 2. That none shall export gold and 
ger, or other, may bring to the king's exchange silver. And by another statute, of his seventeenth 
good money, or bullion, and receive convenient year, it is enacted, that the statute of 9 Edw. III. 
exchange for the same. Cap. 3. Small money shall be duly executed, and that none shall melt 
shall not be molten into vessels or any thing else, groats or half-groats, (the then current money) 
by any goldsmith, on pain to forfeit the money into vessels, upon the pain contained in that sta- 
so molten, and to suffer imprisonment until he has tute. — In his third year*, 1379, licence was 
paid the one-half thereof. Cap. 4. Blackmoney granted by parliament to all the subjects of Ire. 
shall not be current within this realm. Cap. 5. land, to search for mines of gold and silver in 
The prosecutor against the offenders of this statute their own lands for six years, reserving one-ninth 
shall be allowed a fourth part of the forfeiture, part of the gold or silver so dug up to the king-, 
Cap. 6. There shall Be no defrauding of this sta- and the remainder to be converted into vessels or 
tute. Cap. 9. Search shall be made for money coined in the mint at Dublin , according to the dis- 
exported, and false money imported. Cap. 10. cretion of the owners, with a prohibition never* 
Hostlers (viz. Inn-keepers and victuallers) shall 
be sworn to search their guests. ~ * Ware's antiq. by Harris, p. 210* 
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AH I can find with regard to coins in this reign is from bishop Nicholson, who Heir. IV. 
•ays*, " that Henry IV. ordered the nobles of his five immediate predecessors, to ^- **• 
cc pass in Ireland for ten shillings ; and that from that time, all sorts of coins went 
at a higher value We, than in England:" But I must observe here a mistake of 
that great and learned prelate, and from him copied by others, in ascribing this law 
to Henry IV. For as Edward IIL was the first, who, in his eighteenth year, coined 
nobles of gold, and Richard II. was the second, who had the like money struck in 
England, it could not then be said, with truth, that Henry IV. ordered the nobles 
of his five predecessors to pass here at ten shillings. The words referred to, by that 
great man, are these 7 . " The first difference and unequality betwixt the standard 
of the English and Irish monies is found in the fifth year of Edward IV. For 
then it was ordered in a parliament here, that the nobles struck in England in the 
time of Edward III. Richard II. Henry IV. Henry V. and Henry VI. should 
be thenceforward current in this kingdom, for ten shillings, and so the half- 
" noble, and all other coins according to the same rate. Vide Rot. Pari. 5 th Edw. 
" IV. cap. 40. 11 th Edw. IV. cap. 6. and 15 th Edw. IV. cap. 5. in the rolls-office 
" in the castle of Dublin." This last act seems to hint, that some kind of money 
was coined here in this reign*, as well as in that of Henry V. and indeed the great Hen. V. 
scarcity of money in England, occasioned by the prodigious treasure exported to ^j?' 
France, to defray the charge of his wars there, seems to have been a reason for coin- 
ing the more money in Ireland, as it made the English coin the more scarce. I 
therefore believe, that the pieces, Numb. 56, 57, 58, 59 and 60, Plate III. belong 
to this prince. They are different from those of Henry VI. and Edward IV. in that 
within the circle, they want the double tressure, commonly called the rose. They 
have the king's head crowned, and these inscriptions, henricus. di. gra. rex,, agl.— 

DEI GRA. REX. AGUE. DI. GRACIA. REX. AG LI. DEI. GRAC1A. REX. — DI. GRACIA. REX, 

* ague, reverse, a double circle divided by the cross, with three pellets in each quar- 
ter; the motto, posvi devm adivtorem mevm in the outer circle, and civitas 
dvblin. or dvblime, in the inner circle. Numb. 59, has a rose of four leaves, 
and Numb. 60, a star of six rays, on each side of the head. They weigh from 
twenty-six to twenty-eight grains; their original weight was probably thirty 
grainsf. 

During the reign of Henry VI. many parliamentary regulations were made in Hew. VI. 

A. D. 

theless of exporting gold, silver or bullion into any save the parties reasonable expences, which he 1422* 

other country, except England, under the penalty shall lose, unless he presently confess the truth. 

of confiscation. / By another of his fourth year, that no goldsmith 

* Irish hist. lib. p. 162. shall melt half-pence or farthings. 

y Davis's reports, p. 22. + By an English statute, 3 Hen. V. it is enacted, 

* By an English statute, 2 Hen. IV. cap. 5. cap. 6. that it shall be treason to clip, wash, or file 
it is enacted, that if the king's searchers find any money. Cap. 7. That justices of assizes, and 
money or plate, in the custody of any ready to justices of peace, have power to hear and deter- > 
pass beyond the sea, or in any ship that is to go mine offences concerning false money. 

fceyond the sea, it shall be forfeited to the king, 

C2 
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Hen. VI. Ireland, relating to money ; but most of these acts, as well as those of the three 



A.D. 

1433. 



former reigns, are lost or destroyed. By an English statute of his second year, it 
was enacted",' that the ounce of silver should be cut into thirty-two pennies. In the 

1446. year 1425, John Cobham was appointed master of the mint of Ireland*. And, in 
a parliament held at Trim, in the twenty-fifth year of this prince, It was enacted b , 
that all clipped money, the O Reily's money, and all other unlawful money, should 
not be received in payment from the first of May then ensuing, provided a coiner was 

1457. ready to make money at the said day. And at another parliament, held at Naas, in 
his thirty-fifth year, it was enacted, that any person, except lords and messengers, 
going to England, who carries broken silver, bullion or wedges of silver out of ttm 

1459. land, shall pay twelve pence for every ounce*. In February 1459, says Sir James' 
Ware d , mints were settled in the castles of Dublin and Trim, and about the same 
time, not only silver, but brass money was coined by the king's command. For 
their value, our learned knight refers us to the Par. Roll, 39 Henry VI. which his 
worthy editor " thinks it is a vain task to look for, for that he thought it was not 
t( to be found in the chancery-office, or in Birmingham tower"*; though, through 
his indefatigable labour, he has obliged us with it f . By this statute, enacted at a 
parliament held at Drogheda 8 , it was ordained, that two coins should be struck of 
two forms in the castles of Dublin and Trim ; the one of the weight of half a quarter 
of an ounce troy, (sixty grains) on which was to be imprinted, on one side, a lion, 
and on the other side, a crown, called An Irlandes d' argent, (a silver Hibernia) to 
pass for the value of one penny ; the other of the weight of vij obol, troy, (about 
seven grains and a half) to have on one side the impression of a crown, and on the 
other a cross, called, a Patrick, eight of which to pass forone penny. — That a gross 
• (a groat) should be made of "the weight of three pence sterling, (forty-five grains) 
and to pass for four pence sterling, on which shall be imprinted on one side a crown, 
on the other side a cross, and about the cross, in writing, the name of the place, 
where the coin is struck. Numb. 61, Plate III. and 71, Plate IV. are of this kind of 
groats, each side of them agreeing to the above descriptions, and Numb. 61 to the 
weight herein mentioned ; it weighs forty-two grains, and has lost, by wear, thr^e 
grains. Numb. 71 weighs but thirty-seven grains, and was probably struck in the 
latter end of this prince's reign, when the standard of Ireland was greatly reduced ; 
if not intended for a three-penny piece. They have on the one side a crown, within 
a rose, or double tressure, and on the other 'side a cross with three pellets in each 
quarter, and an annulet between the three pellets, in two of the opposite angles. 

* Solidus sumitur pro duodecim denariis Anglica- Bedford got a patent of all the gold and silver 
nis : horum viginti sex* ponderabant unciam, cum mines in Ireland, paying a tenth to the church, one 
tamen jam 32 denarii vix faciant uncianx* Linwood fifteenth to the king, and a twentieth to the owner 
de Testam. of the soil. Ware's annals, p. 72, 

• Madden's MSS. library trin. col. Dublin. e Appendix, No. 4. 
fc Appendix, No. 3. An. 1420. The Duke of d Antiq. p, 74. 

• Antiq. by Harris, p. 211. f Ibid. 

* By stat. 9 Ed. III. _ . • Appendix, No. 5< 
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Numb. 71 has three small crosses above the crown, and both have this inscription, Hew. VI* 
ci vitas dvblinie. It was likewise enacted by the said act, that every person bring- ^- **» 
ing bullion to the mint should receive/ for every ounce of silver, troy-weight, nine 
of the said grosses of the value of three pence each ; so that the person who brought 
to the irtint an ounce of silver, (or four hundred and eighty grains troy) received in 
return but four hundred and five grains, the weight of nine groats, and consequently - 
lost seventy-five grains, about six pence and one-third of a penny per ounce, which, 
I presume, went towards paying the charges of coinage, seignorage, and brassage 11 . 
It appears by this act, that copper or mixed money was, for the first time, coined in 
this reign, with a parliamentary sanction ; for such I take the first coin to be, which 
was to weigh half a quarter of an ounce, or sixty grains, and to pass for one penny ; 
whereas, had it been silver, it should have passed for five pence ; therefore it must 
have been some mixed metal, valued at eight pence the ounce, or eight shillings the 
pound, troy : Silver Toeing then valued at thirty shillings the pound, troy, to the 
merchant, at the rate of nine groats, or three shillings the ounce out of the mint, 
and at twenty-seven shillings only, for such bullion as was brought in to' the king's 
exchange. This metal, I presume, was about two ounces fine and ten ounces allay, 
that is, two ounces of silver and ten ounces of copper. The second coin, mentioned „ . 
in this act of the weight of seven obol, troy, or seven grains and a half, eight of them " 
to go for one penny sterling, must have been made of the same metal, as it is the exact 
proportion of the piece designed to pass at one penny, and to weigh sixty grains, or 
half a quarter of an ounce. By this act the piece of money called Jack, was ordered 
. for the time to come to be void, and of no value. 

In an adjourned Session of this parliament 1 , it was enacted, that, 

£. s. d. 

The Rider of lawful weight should pass for • 4 

The Ducat, of , lawful weight 4 2 

The Jean, (John) 4 2 

The Crown, 3 4 

The Burgundy Noble, •'. . . 6 8 

TheSalute, 4 2 ^ fct/,'** r '' ,c ' 

The English Noble, (and its parts in proportion) for 8 4 

And if any of the said gold, or of the English noble, demy-noble, or quadrant 
(quarter noble) of gold, be not of full weight, that a proportionable abatement 

h Seignorage and brassage, is a duty belonging duced to six shillings and four pence per pound, 
Co the prince or state, on the coining of money, troy, or the value of nineteen shillings of our pre- 
called monetagium. It was to discharge this duty, sent currency. Since the eighteenth of Charles II. 
that allay was introduced, whence it was also nothing is taken cither for the kiug, or the ex- 
called brassage, from the mixture of brass. Un- pence of coining ; all money, by act of parlia- 
der Edw. III. the seignorage in England was ment of that year, being to be struck at the public 
eighteen penny weight for every ounce, -troy, of expence. 
silver; under Hen. V. it was reduced to fifteen ( ' Appendix, No. 5* 
pence'; but here, by this act, it seems to be re- 
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Hen. VI. should be made. That the gross, or demy-gross, haying the second circle clear tint 
not clipped, and if any writing appears above the said circle, in two quarters, that 
then the said gross shall pass for five pence, and the half gross for two pence half- 
penny ; and that all deniers, (pennies) that pass in England, shall pass here for a 
penny farthing. By this act, the denier with the cross, called Irlandes, before-men- 
tioned, is declared to be utterly void ; and another penny of silver ordered to be struck 
of the weight of the fourth part (eleven grains and a quarter) of the new gross of 
Ireland, and to have the same impression as the said gross, that is, a crown on one 
side, and a cross on the other, with the name of the place where struck. 
1470. Many acts of this reign are wanting, among which probably were some relating to 
coins, particularly to Numb! 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, .67, 68, 69 and 70, Plate III. 
these two last I conjecture to have been struck, before this unfortunate prince was 
dethroned by Edward IV. Number 69 has on one side his head crowned, in a double 
tressure, with this legend, >b henricvs. del gracia rex. agl; reverse, the cross 
and three pellets in each quarter, with the motto posvi. devm, &c. and in the inner 
circle, civitas dvblinie. Numb. 70, has likewise the king's head in a tressure or 
rose, with dots or annulets on each side of the head, and this inscription, ■!< hen- 
%*ricvs. del gra. dns. hyber. with the same reverse as the last, and civitas dvb- 
linie. The pieces, Numb. 62, 63, 64, 65, 66 and their half Numb. 67, and 68, 
have on one side an escutcheon divided by a cross pommete, into four quarters, viz. 
1 and. 4, France, 2 and 3, England ; and on the reverse, three open crowns in pale 
on the like cross, with their inscriptions somewhat different. Number 62 has >h 
henricvs. di. gracia rex. reverse, civitas, waterford. Numb. 63, henric di. 
gr. rex. reverse, civitas. dvblinie. The others want his name, and have only on 
one side, rex. anglie. francie. reverse, dominvs hibernie. Some of these have 
a flower de luce, a star or mullet, and the figure 8, mint marks. Whether these 
coins were struck before the year 1460, or after the year 1470, during the short time" 
this prince had re-assumed<the crown, is hard to ascertain : but by the letter h, which 
is on all the pieces with the three crowns, one might be tempted to believe, that they 
were coined during that short period, as it ^eems to be a distinguishing mark from 
those of Edward IV. struck before that time. These pieces weigh from twenty-four 
to twenty-nine grains each, the half from thirteen to fourteen grains and a half ; their 
original weight was, I presume, thirty grains, as they were probably intended for three 
penny and three half-penny pieces, though not worth above two pence the one, and 
one penny the other ; but as we have already observed, silver was raised here one fourth 
part more than it was in the beginning of this reign, when the pound of silver in 
England was cut into ninety groats ; and in the forty-ninth year of this prince, into 
one hundred and twelve groats, whereby the value of silver was also raised there, one 
fourth or twenty-five per cent * . 

* By an English statute, 1 Hen. VI. cap. 2. in as many places as they please. And by ano. 
It is enacted, that the king's council may assign ther statute of his second year, cap. 6. that no 
money to be coined, and exchanges to be holden gold or stiver shall be exported, on pain of for* 
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Although many acts of parliament passed during this reign are wanting, yet, we Enw. IV 
have more records concerning the coins of Edward IV. struck in this kingdom, Y^q! 
than we can find either of the preceding or subsequent reigns. In his first year k , a 
maille and a quadrant of silver, (a half-penny and a farthing) were ordered to be 
struck in the castle of Dublin, according to the rate of, and to bear the same writing 
and crown as the new denier, (by which is meant the denier (penny) struck or ordered 
to be struck, this year, by the late king, being the thirty-eight of his reign); whence 
follows that this half-penny was to weigh five grains five eighths, and the farthing 
two grains 4^, or three grains. From the smallness of these coins, liable to be soon 
worn, and easily lost, great variance arose among the king's subjects ; wherefore, by 
an act 1 , of his second year, it was enacted, that a coin of copper mixed with silver 149U 
should be struck in the castle of Dublin, having on one side a cross, with the name 
of the place, where struck, and on the other side, a crown, with suns and roses 
within the circumference of the said crown. A warden, of the mint and master of 
the money was likewise appointed for that purpose 10 . In his third year, an act was 1463. 
passed n , for confirming letters patent, by him granted some time before, to Germyn 
Lynch, of London, goldsmith, whereby he was appointed warden and master- 
worker of the monies to be struck in the castles of Dublin and Trim ; and, at the . 
same time, new species were ordered to be made, with reference to the act of 38 
Jlenry VI. These coins were, a piece of silver of the value of four pence, one hun- 
dred and twenty of such pieces to the pound, troy, or ten to the ounce : Another 
piece of silver, of the value of two pence, two hundred and forty of them to the 
pound, and twenty to the ounce : Another piece of silver, of the value of one penny, 
four hundred and eighty to the pound., and to the ounce forty : Also eight pieces of 
brass running at, and of the value of one penny, of the said silver. These 
several coins were to have the same stamp and impression, as those ordered 
to be struck by the aforesaid act of 38 Henry VI ; and pursuant to this patent 
they were to weigh, the groat forty-four grains |£, and, I suppose, with the 
allay, forty- five grains; the half-groat tvrciity-two grains and a half, and the 
penny eleven grains one fourth. By this act, leave was given to the said Lynch, 
to make four pieces of brass or copper, running at one penny of silver, to have 
on one N side, the figure of a bishop's head, and round it, the word, Patrick, and 
on the other side, a cross, with the word, Salvator. The said Lynch was thereby 
impowered to strike the above-mentioned coins, not only in the castles of Dublin and 
Trim, as expressed in the king's patent, but also in the cities of Waterford, Li- 
merick, and town of Gal way, and was , further ordered to stamp on tl\ese silver 
coins, on the side of the cross, the motto, Posui Deum adjutorem meum ; and on 
the side of the crown, Edwardus Dei gratia Dominus Hibernue ; together with the 
name of the place where struck, as, Civitas Dublinie, Civitas Waterford, Civitas 

f citing the value thereof save only for the ransom k Appendix, No. 6. l Ibid, No. 7, 

of prisoners, or the reasonable costs of soldiers • Annal. anonim. in bibl. Cotton* 

passing beyond seas. The discoverer to have one * Appendix, No. 8. 
fourth part of the value so discovered. 
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Ebw. IV. Limerici. And that he should have privy marks on the monies by him struck by 
A:_*?* virtue of this act*. 

In the fifth year of this prince, a parliament was held at Trim, before Thomas 
earl of Desmond, deputy to George duke of Clarence ; when it was enacted °, that 
all the gold coins struck in England in the time of Edward III. Richard II. Henry 
IV. Henry V. and Henry VI. should be raised in value, viz. the noble, to ten 
shillings, the half-noble to five shillings, and the quadrans, or quarter-noble, to 
two shillings and six-pence ; whereas, before this act, they passed here, as in Eng 
land, equally, the noble, at eight shillings and four pence, the half-noble, at four 
shillings and two pence, and the quarter-noble, at two shillings and one penny ; al- 
though there was a real difference, both as to the weight and intrinsic value, in the 
nobles of these different coinages ; as will appear from this short table. 

1. The florens of Edward III. of his eighteenth year, (the first gold coin struck 
in England, since the Norman conquest) at 6s. 4d. each, with their halves and quar- 
ters in proportion. These florens weighed 108 grains, troy, and would be worth of 
our present Irish currency, 20s. 7d. 

2. Nobles of the same year, at 6s. 8d. weight 136 grains, with their halves and 
quarters in proportion, worth Irish, 26s. l-^d. 

3. Nobles of his twentieth year, at 6s. 8d. weight 128 grains, with their halves 
and quarters in proportion, worth Irish, 24s. 6-fad. 

4. Nobles of his twenty-seventh year, at 6s. 8d. weight, 120 grains, with their 
halves and quarters in proportion, worth Irish, 22s. lOjd. 

5. Nobles of Richard II. at 6s. 8d. weight 120 grains, with their halves and 
quarters in proportion, worth Irish, 22s. lOjd. 

6. Nobles of Henry IV. at 6s. 8d. weight 108 grains, with their halves and quar- 
ters in proportion, worth Irish, 20s. 7d. 

7. Nobles of Henry V. same weight and value. 

8. Nobles of Henry VI. the same. 

9. Nobles of Edward IV. of his fourth year, were raised to 8s. 4rf. English, the 
same weight and value. 

10. Nobles of Edward IV. of this year, at 10s. with halves and quarters in pro- 
portion, weight 120 grains, worth of our present currency, 22s. 10|d. 

Sir John Davis says 1 *, that from this time all money coined in, or for Ireland, was 
of less value than the English, generally one fourth part, so that from thence for- 
ward the Irish shilling was worth only nine pence English : but he is mistaken, if he 
dates the rise of the silver in Ireland, frorft that of the gold, by this act ; for the no- 
bles passed equally in England for 10s. as appears evidently from those struck there 

* By a statute of this parliament, it was en. ° The roll of this act is lost, at least not to be 
acted, that no clipped money should be received in found, but is recited in that of his seventh year* ' 
payment See Appendix, No. 8. See Appendix, No. 0. * Reports, p. 22. 
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this year. The value of silver was actually raised in England and Ireland in the pre- Edw. IV. 
ceding reign ; and in this, (An. 1464) William lord Hastings, the king's chamber- ^ **• 
lain, being master of the mints throughout England and Ireland, both gold and silver 
were raised one fourth part, viz. the Noble, from six shillings and eight pence, to 
eight shillings and four pence, and the parts in proportion 9 . , 

" In the seventh year of this prince, an act r was passed, (reciting the bcfore-men- 1467. 
tioned statute of his fifth year) whereby it was enacted, that the Noble of due weight 
should pass for ten shillings and the parts proportionably, and that the deficiency in 
the weight of such pieces, should be no reason, for their being refused, but that the 
value of such want of weight, should be paid in current silver. The value of the 
Noble was not hereby raised, at more than it was then current for in England, but it 
equally passed for ten shillings, in both kingdoms. And the value of silver was like- 
wise raised, equally in England and Ireland, one fourth part ; that is, the groat? 
were made one fourth part less in weight. Sir John, therefore, could not justly date 
from this period, the difference in the currency between the English and Irish money ; 
since the English groat did not, at that time, weigh above two grains three fourths 
more than the Irish groat. However, we draw near a period, when the price of 
silver was monstrously raised in this kingdom, though but for a short time ; for, by 
the above act it was ordained, that a piece of silver should be struck, called a double, 
to pass in Ireland for eight pence, having on one side the print of a crown, with this 
inscription, Edwardus Dei gratia Dominus Hibernia ; and on the other side a sun 
and a rose, with Civitas Dublinie. Ten such pieces to go to the ounce, according to 
the rightful standard of the tower of London, and twelve such ounces to the pound; 
that there should be in every pound one hundred and twfenty such pieces of the said 
weight. Also another piece of silver, called a gross, having the print and inscrip- 
tions, aforesaid on each side, and to pass for four pence, twenty such pieces to go to 
an ounce of the Tower- weight, and two hundred and forty to the pound of the said 
standard. Also a piece of silver of two deniers, or half groat, of the proportion 
aforesaid, of which forty such pieces to go to the ounce. Likewise a piece of silver, 
called the denier, (penny) eighty of them to the ounce, besides the allay. Half- 
pennies and farthings to be made according to the same proportions, imprinted as the 
denier, with an inscription as long as it could be made. These coins to be struck in 
the castles of Dublin and Trim, the cities of Waterford and Limerick, the towns 
of Drogheda, Galway, and Carlingford. The merchant to have for an ounce of 
Bullion, six shillings of the said pieces, and the king the residue, paying the master 
and workmen for their labor ; and nobody after the Easter following, to receive or 
pay any manner of silver money, but the coin or money aforesaid ; and all other coins 
to be annulled in Ireland ; paying or receiving in payment such annulled money, being 
made felony. These coins are very rare, and except the groat and penny, I have 
not seen any of them. The groat has on one side the king's head crowned, and this 

* Stowe's annals, Lownd. p. 40. ' Appendix, No. 9. 

D 



26 AN ESSAY ON IRISH COINS. 

jBdw. IV. inscription, edward. di. gra. dns. hyb. reverse, a rose in the center, and a sun filling 
A - D. the whole area of the inner circle, with this inscription, ci vitas, dvblihie. It weighs 
though pretty much worn, twenty-two grains an a half. The penny has on one side 
a large rose filling the area of the inner circle with a cross in the center, and 
edw. . . . the rest of the letters are clipped or worn out ; reverse, a sun filling like- 
wise the whole area of the circle, and civi. • .worn as it is, it weighs six grains and 
a half. 

These coins, according to the standard of the tower of London, of five thousand 
three hundred and seventy-six troy grains, to the pound, should weigh, viz. the dou- 
ble forty-four grains ££.; the half-double, or groat, twenty-two grains and a half; 
the half-groat, eleven grains one fourth ; the penny, five grains five eighths ; the 
Jialf-penny two grains |£; and the farthing one grain ££, besides the allay, which 
added in a certain proportion, made them of an even number of grains, as forty- 
eight, twenty-four, twelve, six, three, and one grain and a half. It appears by this, 
that the value of silver was at this time raised to double of what it was in the last 
reign, from three shillings and four pence the ounce, to six shillings and eight pence, 
when the groat weighed as much, as the double-groat struck by virtue of this act. 
However, the consequence and hardship of it being soon felt, by the prodigious 
1470. .rising of all manner of provisions and necessaries ; the next parliament, (the tenth 
of this prince) thought proper, in order to remedy this evil, to enact', that the mas- 
ter of the mint should strike in the castles of Dublin and Trim, and the town of 
Drogheda, five different sorts of silver coins, according to the stand^fd of the tower 
of London, viz. the gross, the demy-gross, the denier, the demy-denier, and the 
quadrant, or farthing. The gross to have on one Side, the print of a head crowned 
.with this inscription, Edwardus Dei gratia Bex Anglte Dominus Hibernia, or the 
name of any other king for the time being, and, on the other side, a cross, with three 
pellets, according to the gross made in Calais, and the name of the place where # 
struck, and in the outer circle, PostU Deum actfutorem meum. * Eleven of these 
groats to make an ounce troy-weight, and every one of them, not clipped, to pass 
. for four pence ;. .the. half-groat to be made in like manner, with the same inscriptions ; 
twenty-two to make the ounce, and every one of them, not clipped, to pass for two 
pence ; the liketo be observed proportionally in the other smaller pieces. The fifth 
part of every pound, was to be made into small pieces ; that is, of two deniers, de- 
niers, half-deniers, and farthings ; to be allayed in every ounce of the same, ac- 
cording to the statute of the fifth of this prince, which, as before observed, is not 
to be found ; we cannot therefore give any just account of the fineness of these coins. 
The groats of this coinage, at the rate of eleven pieces to the ounce troy, must have 
weighed forty-three grains -£^-, the half-groat, twenty -one grains -£,., the penny , 
ten grains -|f , and with the allay, at least forty-five grains, twenty -two grains and 
4 a half, and eleven grains one fourth . The English groat of this reign weighed about 
forty-six grains and a half. From this time we may date the difference in the cur- 

' Appendix, No. 10. 
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feacy, between the English and Irish money; for, by this statute, the pound ofEnw.IV* 
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Bullion is to be shorn into one hundred and thirty-two groats, or forty-four shillings A. D. 
by tale, whereas in England, the like pound was cut into one hundred and twelve 
groats and a half, or thirty-seven shillings and six pence, whereby the difference is 
six shillings and six pence in the value of a pound of silver, or sevepteen one third 
per cent, and not twenty-five per cent. , or a fourth part. I must own that some of 
our Irish money is found to be greatly short of its lawful weight, having been mad* 
much lighter than the standard above mentioned ; for which reason, Germyn Lynch, 
master of the mints of Ireland, was indicted, An. 12 Edward IV. (1462) " for 
that when the statute said, that every pound of. Bullion coined, should be forty- 
four shillings in money, he coined out of every pound forty-eight shillings, and 
that he coined at Drogheda one thousand groats, which being tried, it was found 
that eleven weighed buttbree quarters of an ounce' ' \ The money struck before, 
by virtue of the act 7 Edward IV. was by this reduced and ordered to pass, viz. The 
double, or piece of eight pennies, for four pence; the demy-double, for two pence ; 
the half-groat, for one penny ; the denier, for half a penny ; and after the feast of 
the purification next ensuing, to be annulled, and not to be taken for a coin. And 
whosoever should pay or receive any clipped money, after the Christmas following, 
to be adjudged and taken as an attainted traitor. 

By another act of this year u , it was enacted, that all grosses should pass in Ireland, 147 *< 
as they did in the days of Edward III. Richard II. Henry IV. Henry V. and 
Henry VI. in England and Calais, every piece not clipped for five pence; the half- 
groat at two pence half-penny ; and the denier at one penny farthing ; the noble of 
gold at ten shillings ; the crown at five shillings ; and the quadrant at two shillings 
and six pence each ; and whatever they might be deficient in weight, to be made 
good in current silver; and that whosoever refused to take them should lose 
his debt. 

Notwithstanding all the care seemingly taken of the coin of this kingdom by 
ihe legislature ; yet it appears by two subsequent acts of the eleventh and twelfth 
of this prince w , that a great deal of light and bad money had been coined in the 
castles of Dublin and Trim, the city of Cork, and the towns of Drogheda, 
Youghall, Kinsale, and Kilmallock, for which/ Lynch, master of the mints of 
Ireland, was, as I observed before, indicted, and (An. 13 Edward IV.) found guilty : 
but the king having, by letters patent, granted him his pardon in 1473 s , he was 
again employed. 

By a statute of the twelfth and thirteenth of Edward IV. \ it was ordained, that 1473. 
the gross, the demy-gross, the denier, the demy-denier, and the quadrant, should 
for the time to come be struck within the castle of Dublin, and in no other place in 
Ireland ; and that the ounce of silver,' according to the standard of the tower of 
Lopdon, should contain, or be cut into fourteen grosses, twenty-eight half-grosser, 

• Madden's MSS. Trin. coll. lib. cl, F. tab. 4. " Appendix, No. 1 1 and 12. 
Nq. 24. * Madden's MSS. ut supra. 

■ Appendix, No. 11. y Appendix, No. 13. 
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Edw. IV. fifty-six deniers, one hundred and twelve half-deniers, or two hundred and twenty- 
^* D - four quadrants or farthings ; the number of each kind aforesaid to make the ounce, 
every gross to pass at the rate of four pence, and the other parts in proportion. The 
king, the master and workmen, were to receive t^ree pence in every ounce of groats, 
four pence in every ounce of the other sorts, and no more. And the merchant for 
what plate or bullion he brought to the mint, was to receive four shillings and five 
pence for every ounce of groats, and four shillings and four pence for the other sorts. 
One fifth part of all the Bullion brought into the mint, was to be coined into small 
pieces of two pennies, one penny, half-penny, and farthings, under the penalty of 
ten pounds. Here we find the value of silver raised again, and brought to fifty- 
«ix shillings in the pound by tale, and the difference between the value of the Eng- 
lish and Irish groat to be near fifty per cent, in a pound of bullion : for the weight 
of the groat is hereby reduced to thirty-two grains, the half-groat to sixteen grains, 
the penny to eight grains, the half-penny to four grains, and the farthings to 
two grains ; so that the ounce of silver was now worth four shillings and eight 
pence. 

1475. It was this year enacted*, that the grosses made in time of Edward III. Richard 
II. Henry IV. Henry V. and Henry VI. not clipped, should pass at the rate of six 
pence, the demy-gross at three pence, the denier at three half pence. The English 
groat of the present king, not clipped, at five pence, his half-groat at two pence 
half-penny, and the denier at one penny farthing ; and all the monies struck in Ire- 
land, to be of the same value as they then were. All the mints of Ireland were to 
cease, except those of Dublin, Waterford and Drogheda ; and no more than one 
third part of all the bullion brought into the said mints, to be coined into two- 
penny pieces, pennies, and farthings, under the penalty of ten pounds, toties 
quoties. 

1476. The following year, the silver money lately struck at Cork, Youghall, Limerick, 
and other places in Munster, except Waterford, being found neither lawful in itself, 
nor of lawful weight or allay, was by an act of parliament* decryed, and forbidden 
to be paid or taken in payment ; and the piece of gold, called the royal b , whence 
rial, ordered to pass in Ireland, at thirteen shillings and four pence, the demy-royal, 
at six shillings and eight pence ; the piece of gold called the angel c , at eight shil- 
lings and four pence, the half-angel at four shillings and two pence ; the old Noble 
of gold, at twelve shillings, the half-noble at six shillings ; and every lesser piece 
of the same kind of gold coins, to pass in proportion at the same rates ; the defi- 
ciency, or lackage in weight, to be made good in current silver. And in order to 
encourage the importation of foreign monies, it was also enacted, that the Rider, 
fine and good, should pass for five shillings ; the Ducat, for five shillings ; the 

• Appendix, No. 14. currency, twenty-two shillings and ten pence one 

Ibid. No. 15. eighth. 
b The Royal weighed one hundred and twenty c The Angel weighed eighty grains, and would 

<§ rains, and would now be worth of our present be worth fifteen shillings one penny one twelfth. 
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Lyon, for five shillings ; the Crown, for five shillings ; the Crusade, for five shil- Ebw. IV. 
lings ; the Burgundy noble, for ten shillings ; the Salute, for five shillings ; the ^J- 
halves and quarters, in proportion ; and that, if any of the said coins, should be 
deficient in weight, so much should be abated in payment. We may here observe 
that the gold noble, which, in the fifth year of this prince, was raised to ten shil- 
lings, is in this raised to twelve shillings, and the other species in proportion ; 
such was the scarcity of money in this poor country. 

This year an act was passed d , whereby it was enacted, that the liberties of Meath 1478* 
should be restored, with full power to Henry, lord Grey, seneschal and treasurer of 
Meath, by himself, or his officers, to strike all manner of coins in the castle of Trim, 
according to such fineness and allay, as in a statute for that purpose was provided. 
The statute, hereto referred, is not to be found ; but it appears from Sir James 
Ware*, that in a parliament held this year, before Gerald, earl of Kildare, liberty 
was granted to the master of the mint to .strike pieces of three pennies, two pennies, 
and of one penny, and that these coins were to be stamped, on one side, with three 
crowns in pale on a cross pommete, with this inscription, Dominus HibernitB; and 
on the reverse, the arms of England, divided by the like cross, and round it, Rex 
Anglia et Francia. I find, indeed, an act of the nineteenth of this king, whereby 
it was enacted f , that Germyn Lynch, master of the minters, should have power to 
strike money at four shillings and ten pence per ounce, rendering to the merchant 
four shillings and four pence, and to the king and workmen siy pence, according to 
the standard of the tower of London, which must be understood here only as to the 
allay, and not as to the weight of the Tower ; for, as what I have weighed of these 
coins weigh from twenty-eight to thirty grains, it will thence appear, that eighteen 
of these three-penny pieces, at twenty-six grains three fourths each, will answer to 1470. 
four shillings and six pence, and to four hundred and eighty grains, the ounce troy, 
and that with the allay, they probably were to weigh thirty grains ; if so, the groat 
must have weighed forty grains, and ten of them to have been cut out of the ounce 
troy ; in which case silver was again reduced to near its former value. Moryson* 
thinks, that these coins were stamped with the Pope's triple crown, and that they 
were of old sent hither by the Popes, or were so stamped in honor of them ; others 
have thought, that as the arms of England and France are impressed on these ctiihs, 
they could not belong to Edward IV. but that they should rather be ascribed to 
Henry VII. who was the first that had these arms stamped on the .English silver 
coins. In answer to which, I shall observe, that the first pieces, with the three 
crowns, were struck, as we have seen before, in the reign of Henry VI ; that that 
prince having been crowned king of France, at Paris, had, in consequence thereof, 
the three crowns of England, France and Ireland, stamped on these coins ; and that 
as he had the arms of France and England quartered on his French and English 

* Appendix, No. 16. ' Appendix, No. 17. 

* Ware's antiq. by Harris, p. 215. * Moryson's travels, Loud. 1617, p. 283* 
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JEdv. IT. gold monies, it was thought proper to have these arms stampt on his Irish groats , 
flJ^ or three penny pieces, which were the most valuable coins allowed to be struck in 
belaud. 

Bj what has been said of the monies* struck in this reign, it will be easy to judge 
how almost impossible it is to give a just and true account of their weight. We 
have a surprising variety of this prince's coins, as to their mint or privy-mar ks, as 
will appear by looking over Number 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 
83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91 and 92. Plate IV. Numb. 114 and 115. Plate 
V. and Numb. 168. Plate VIII. Some of these were struck in Dublin, Waterford, 
and Limerick ; others, at Drogheda and Trim. I have not met with any of those 
that were coined at Cork, Galway, Killmallock, Youghall, Kinsale, or Carlingford. 
What I have of these coins, weigh, viz. The groat with the bead, from twenty- 
eight to thirty-three grains ; the pieces with three crowns, from twenty-eight and a 
half to thirty grains ; the half-groats with the head, fourteen to sixteen grains ; the 
half-piece with the three crowns, fourteen to fifteen grains ; the penny with the head, 
seven grains ; and that with the three crowns, also seven grains. 

Some of these pieces have on one side the king's head crowned with this inscription, 

EDWARD. OI. CRA. REX. ANGL. FRANC. Others, EDWARDVS. DEI. GRA. DNS. HYBER. 

reverse, the cross and three pellets in each quarter, with the motto, fosui. devm. 
jidivtorem mevm. and in the inner circle, the name of the place, civitas dvblinie.— 
civitas waterford. — civitas. UMERici. — villa de. drogheda. — Others have the 
scutcheon of England, and this inscription, edwar rex angle, franc reverse, the 
three crowns, and dominvs hybernie. Another has also the scutcheon of England, 
and this epigraphe, rex agle. francie. reverse, the three, crowns, as the last men- 
, tioned, in pale, on a cross pommete, and dominvs hyrernie. — Mint-marks, a sun, 
a rose, a crown, a cross, a star, a mullet, a trefoil, a g, an l and a v. The sun was 
the favourite devise of this prince, and as at the battle of Barnet, his men wore that 
badge, and the earl of Warwick's men a rose, it was to a lucky mistake for him, oc- 
casioned by the likeness of the one to the other, that he owed the gaining of that 
battle h ; which is the reason, why we so often see both as privy-marks on his 
monies*:. 

Edw. V. This prince's reign was so short, that he was not crowned ; nor is it probable that 
\&i ^ C0 ^ ne ^ arn J money, at least in Ireland. 

Rich. Ill Such abuses had crept into the mints, during the last three years of Edward IV. 
A - D - and the public had suffered so much thereby, that the first thing the parliament did 
this year, was to take cognizance of it, and to turn Germyn Lynch, mint-master- 
general, out of his place. It was at the same time enacted 1 , that the master of the mint 

h Stow's annals, Baker chron. ad An. 1471. these coins should be found not to be of lawful 

* The mint mark, or privy mark, is a mark of weight and standard, or according to agreement, 

fancy, which it has been usual of old time, to oblige they might at any time know and justify which 

the masters of the mint, by the indentures made was of their own making, and which was not* 

with them, to put on all the money that they made, ' Appendix, No. 18. 
of what kind of metal soerer, that in case any of 
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for the time being, should make four kinds of silver coins, viz. Grosses, Demy- Rich. Ill 
Grosses, Deniers, and Demy-Deniers, in such manner, and in such place, as was ^J^ 
ordained by the statute of the tenth of Edward IV. and of such allay, and with such 
remedy in the weight of every twenty shillings, as ordered by the statute of the twelfth 
year of that prince. The said Gross, Demy-Gross, Denier and Demy-Denier, to 
have on one side the arms of England, with a cross trefoile, and this inscription, 
Micardus Dei gratia Rex Jnglice, Dominus Hibernia ; and on the other side three 
crowns, one over the other, with the like cross, and round it, the name of the place, 
where lawfully coined. The pound troy was to be cut into two hundred and twenty- 
five Grosses at four pence each, and proportionably of the other denominations, 
that is four hundred and fifty Half-Grosses, at two pence each, and nine hundred 
Deniers, at one penny. The merchant to be paid four shillings and six pence for every 
ounce of bullion, brought into the mint ; and all counterfeit money, was hereby de- 
cried and prohibited. 

According to this statute, the Groat, at the rale of two hundred and twenty-five 
to the pound troy, was to weigh twenty-five grains ~\, the Half-groat, twelve grains 
four fifths, and the Penny, six grains four tenths ; yet it appears that they weighed 
more ; for, I have one of these Groats, which, though pretty much worn, and clipped, 
weighs twenty-eight grains three fourths, and cannot have lost less than one grain 
and one fourth ; whence the weight will appear to have been, at least, thirty grains, 
and the difference between the English and Irish Groat of this prince, to be about 
sixty per cent. This groat, Plate V. Numb. 96, has on one side the scutcheon 
of England, and this inscription, ricar. rex. angle. France, reverse, the three 
crowns in pale on a cross pommete, and dominus hybernie. a small cross, mint- 
mark. 

The current coin of this kingdom was so clipped, that on the fifteenth of April, Hen. VII 
1491, a law was made here* to prohibit the paying or receiving any clipped or coun- *' J?' 
terfeit money, and in the fourteenth 1 and nineteenth 01 years of this prince, acts were 
likewise passed in England, forbidding its being imported thither from Ireland, 
above the value of three shillings and four pence. It seems therefore very reasonable 
to think, that there must have been some coinage in Ireland, about that time at least, 
in order to supply the want of good and lawful species ; but we find no records that 
can afford us any light in this matter. About this time the difference between the 
English and Irish money, was one third in value, as appears from a letter of Octavian, 
archbishop of Armagh, to the king in 1487, recommending Arthur Magennis to that 
prince, for the bishoprick of Dromore, wherein he says, that the revenue of that 
diocess, is not worth above forty pounds, of the coin of Ireland, which is less by 
the third part than the coin sterling. If, (as it seems very probable from Folke's 
and Leake's accounts of the English Monies) this prince was the first, that had the 
arched or imperial crown imprinted on his coins, we may then be positive, that there 1487, 

k Ware's antiq. ch, mt. edit, 1704. "Engl. stat. 19 Henry VII. 

1 Annal. anonim. bibl. Cotton, ut supra. 
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Ben. VII was money struck in Ireland in his reign : for I have some groats, on one side whereof 

li«7 is a head/ full-faced and crowned, some with a single, and others with a double 

arched crown, and this inscription, ^ henricvs. di. gra. rex. agl. z. fr. — ^ hen- 

RIC. DEI. GRA. REX. ANG. Z. FR. >fr HENRIC. DI. GRA. REX. ANG. Z. FRA. Reverse, 

posvi devm adiytorem mevm, and in the inner circle, civitas dvblinie. See Plate 
V. Numb. 97, 98, 99. The last of these has on the reverse, in the center of the 
cross, a boar's head, mint-mark ; and though much clipped and worn, they weigh 
from twenty-seven to thirty-one grains, and making a proper allowance for the wear, 
we may reasonably compute them to have been about one third part less than the 
English Groat of that time. 

HbhVIII In the beginning of this prince's reign, the current coin of this kingdom, was so 
X&09. miserably clipped $ind defaced, and withal so scarce, that the earl of Surrey, lord 
lieutenant of Ireland, was obliged to sue for his being recalled, for want of money, 
and supplies from England, to carry on the war against the rebels here" ; and the major 
of Dublin gave but one Crusadoe to the messenger, who brought him Shane O 
Toole's head, slain by the earl of Kildare : and that, by reason of its being so clipped, 
they were then obliged to pay or receive it by weight, appears from archbishop Allan*, 

Hen VIII w ho says, that the archbishop's cross having been pledged for a sum of money, by 
A- D. some person belonging to the pripry of Christ-church, where this cross was usually 
' kept, he released it at his own expence, and that it cost him near an hundred ounces 
of silver. 

Notwithstanding such a scarcity and want of money, it doth not appear that there 
was any struck here before the year 1530, the twenty-first of this prince, when he 
coined new groats, and perhaps Two-penny pieces and Pennies. Bishop Nicholson 
says p , that the first Irish money, coined in this reign, was struck in the thirty-second 
year of that king, which falls in 1540: but I must beg leave to differ from that 
learned prelate, and to offer my reasons for it. I have a Groat of this prince, (Plate 
V. Numb. 104) which has on one side, the arms of England, in a scutcheon, di- 
vided by across, and crowned with an arched crown, with this inscription, henric. 
vni. d. r. agl. z. Reverse, a harp crowned between the letters h. r. each also 
crowned, and round it, franc domivs. hirer, here the antient motto, posvi, 8gc. is 
left out, and the harp for the first time appears on the Irish coins. This piece I 
presume was struck in the year 1530, before his marriage with Ann Bullen, which 
did not happen till the following year, 1531, when instead of h. r, he had on the re- 
verse of the Groats, struck that year, the letters h. a, for Henry and Ann. See Plate 
V. Numb. 105. In 1536, after his marriage with Jane Seymour, he then ordered 
the two letters h. i. to be stamped on the Groats of that year, for Henry and Jane. See 
Plate V. Numb. 106. And in 1540, having married Catherine Howard, the letters 
H; k. were likewise stamped on the Groats of that year's coinage. See Plate V. 
Numb, 107. All these coins, with these different letters, could not, certainly, be 

■ Ware's annals, p. 70. edit. 1704. 'Irish hist. lib. p. 165. Ware's antiq. by 

* Allan's register. Harris, p. 217. 
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•tnlck id the same year, nor tio late as the thirty-second year of this prinee. " In HnrVItt 



the* days/' says Sir James Ware', €€ were coined, $<*." he doth not say, this A - !*• 
year were coined, %c. which shews that these coin* were struck af different periods 
of time. 

This prince haying, in his thirty-third year, assumed the title of kmg of Ireland, 1541. 
was so proclaimed, the thirteenth of June, in St. Patrick's church, near DuMm. 
On this occasion there was a new kind of Groats struck, like the former as to their 
shapes and stamps, hut different in the stile. On these the inscription, on one side, 
is HiNRic. Tin. m/GRAciA. anolir. and on the reverse, frahcie. z. hibernie. rex, 
with the harp crowned between the two letters h. r. See Plate T. Numb. 106. AH 
these Groats weigh from thirty-six to thirty-nine grains, and were probabfy struck at 
the rate of forty grains each, that is one hundred mid forty-four pieces to • the 
pound, or twelve to the wince. They are of a very indifferent metal, nine ounces 
six penny weight fine, and two ounces fourteen penny weight allay ; for which reason, 
an act was passed in England, prohibiting their being imported thither from Ireland, 
under forfeiture of treble the value, with fine and imprisonment. 1544* 

In his thirty-sixth year there was an indenture made r with Martin Bowes and others, 
for making two sorts of monies for Ireland, (eight ounces fine, and ftmr alky) viz. 
Six-petiny-pieces, at the rate of one hundred and forty-four pieces to die pound, 
and Three-penny pieces, at the rate of two hundred and eighty-eight to the pound, 
which answers to the weight of his English Four -penny and Two-penny pieces. These 
have on one side the king's head crowned, full-faced, but a little inclining to the left, 
with this inscription, Uenric 8. n. o. aol. fra. z. hibL re*, reverse, the arms of 
England, and round it, ci vitas, dvblinie. 1 have tiro of these Six-pences; one of 
which weighs thirty-three and the other thirty-five grains ; the Three-penny piece 
weighs fourteen grains and a half. They have by wear lost the difference, from their 
original weight forty-grains the one, and twenty grains the other. See Plate V. 154$. 
Numb. 100, 101, 103. 

In his thirty-eighth year another kind of Six-penny piece was struck, which see 
Plate V . Numb . 103. These have on one side the arms of England, divided, as those 
mentioned before, by the old cross, and crowned, and this legend, henric. 8. n. o. 
axg. fRahc, reverse, the harp crowned, between the letters n. r. and, et hibernie. 
rex. 38. vy. This piece weighs thirty-two grains one fourth " About this time, 
" says Ware 9 , king Henry, to maintain his charges in Ireland, being now hard put 
" to it for lack of monies, by reason of the vast treasure wasted in his expeditions 
" into France, and Scotland, and compelled Toy necessity, he gave directions to coin 
" brass money, and commanded it, by proclamation, to pass for current and lawful 
<c money in all parts of Ireland." Indeed, except the first mentioned Groats, which 
were not so bad, the money struck in this reign was little better than brass, not above 
four ounces fine, and eight allay, although, according to the indenture, they were to 

• Annals, p. 104. Edit. 17b4. ' Annals, p. 113. 

* Hint books at the Tower, Leake, p. 209. 
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HknTIII be eight ounces fine, and four allay ; so that, if we value the ouoce of silter, at four 
AJD. ghiUings and six-pence, to which, from two shillings and eight pence, it was raised 
in the three preceding reigns, we shall find that in a pound weight of this money, there 
was but eighteen shillings worth of silver, with one shilling's worth of copper, and 
the whole value of this metal to be nineteen shillings, which was made current for 
three pound twelve shillings. This prince's coins have for mint-marks, a harp, a 
crown, a rose, a trefoile, and a flower de luce. 
Edv. VL In the second year of Edward VI. Sir Edward BeUingham', lord justice of Ire- 
154/7 I* 11 ^' ty the king's command, ordered money to be coined in the castle of Dublin, 
* where a mint was kept, " which, says Hooker u , being at his commandement, he was 
the better able to do good service to his Majestie, and to. the benefit of that 
Realme." But after a while w , for want of bullion, by little and little the work 
decayed. Whence it is inferred 2 , that from this time, mints were discontinued in 
Ireland : but according to Moiyson, " the Irish had a mint-house, at the beginning 
" of queene Elizabeth's raigne. y " 
1651. In the fourth year of this prince, an indenture was made with Martyn Piri E , Au- 
gust the ninth, for four sorts of silver pieces to be, coined in Dublin, viz. Groats, 
worth four pence sterling, Half-groats, at two pence,, Pennies, and Half-pennies : 
one hundred and forty-four groats to weigh one pound weight, two hundred and 
eighty-eight half-groats, five hundred and seventy-six pennies, $c. according to 
which standard, the Groat was to weigh forty grains, the Half groat, twenty grains, 
the Penny, ten grains, and the Half-penny, five grains ; but what stamp and inscrip- 
tion they bare, I cannot tell ; I find it no where recorded, and have not had, as yet, 
the good fortune to meet with any of them. The money of this reign, if any was 
coined, must have been of as bad a metal, as that of the last; since the king in his 
last year, "at the request of the council of Ireland, by proclamation commanded 
that the Irish groats, which had too much brass allay, should pass only for 
two pence in value, which conduced very much to the good of the people*." 
Mart. Queen Mary, at her accession to the crown, in order that she might ingratiate 
herself with her people in England, prohibited the currency of the base money 
there, and ordered gold and silver money to be made of a better standard. But 
Ireland was particularly excepted in the proclamation issued for that purpose 1 * ; she 
having a special standard for the coins, which she intended for that kingdom. Ac- 
cordingly, she ordered, this year, Shillings, Groats, Two-penny pieces, and pro- 
bably Pennies, to be struck for this kingdom ; but of as course and base a metal, 
as any made use of, in the two last reigns. Forty of these shillings, I suppose, went 
to the pound troy, and weighed each one hundred apd forty-four grains, the Groat 

* Annals, p. 118. ' Mdryson'st travels, p. 283. 

* Hooker's chron. of Ireland, in Holling. vol. * Irish hist. lib. p. 166. 
iL p. 109. • Ware's annals, p. 127. 

v Ware's annals ut supra. . > Leake on Eng lifih coins, p. 29(k 

* Davis's reports, p. 26. * 
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forty-eight grains at the rate of one hundred and twenty to the pound, and the Two M art. 
penny piece twenty-four grains, at the rate of two hundred and forty pieces to the A Df 
pound. The Shilling of this year has her head crowned, in profile, looking to 
the right, and this inscription, maria. d. g. ano. fra. z. hib. regina. reverse the 
harp crowned, between the letters m. r. likewise crowned, and this legend/ Veritas, 
temporis. fiua. MDLfii. The Groat is like the Shilling, and has the same inscrip- 
tions, but wants the date. The Two-pence has her head likewise crowned, and this 
epigraphe, maria. d. g. a. fr. z. hib. regi. reverse, the harp crowned between the Philip 
letters m. r. and Veritas. &c. an annulet.- mintmark. 

Hie second year of Philip and Mary, Sir Edmund Peckham, knight, treasurer 
of the mint of England* Thomas Stanley, comptroller, and William Knight, assay - 
Tnaster, or any two of them 6 , were impowered to make out of ten thousand pounds 
worth of base monies, brought into England by king Philip, Shillings at twelve 
pence Irish, forty of them, or one hundred and twenty groats, to the pound, and at 
the rate of three- ounces fine and nine ounces allay; according to which, the Shilling 
weighed one hundred and forty-four grains, or six penny- weight, which answers pretty 
near to some of the best preserved that I have weighed. The Shilling has the king 
and queen's busts crowned, with the faces turned towards each other, and this in- 
scription, philip. z. maria. n. g. rex. z. regina. and the date of the year, 1J355, 
under the busts, in the exergue; reverse, a crowned harp, between the letters p. m. 
also crowned, and this epigraphe, posvimvs. devh. adivtorem. nobtrvm. They 
weigh from five penny-weight ten grains, to five penny-weight twelve grains. The 
Groats are likei the Shillings, save that the date, instead of being under , is above 
the heads. Of these we have with the dates 1555, 1556, 1557 and 1558. See 
Plate V. Numb. 1 IS and 113 ; they weigh from forty-two grains and a half to forty- 1557, 
four-grains. 

On the nineteenth of September 1557, the English Rose-pennies of Henry VIII. 
and Edward VI. mixed with copper, were, by proclamation in England, prohibited 
there, and restrained to Ireland d . . And besides the ten thousand pounds of base 
monies struck for this kingdom, by virtue of the before-mentioned commission 
granted to Sir Edmund Peckham, knight, and others, they were, by a second, im- 
powered to coin seven thousand pounds worth of the like base monies into shillings 
and groats ; and in the third and fourth year of Philip and Mary, a third commission 
was granted for coining five thousand five hundred pounds more of these base coins, 
into Harp-groats for the use of Ireland, and of the same standard , so that in less 
than three years time, there was coined of these base monies to the value of twenty-two 
thousand five hundred pounds, besides what was struck in the first year of the reign 
of this queen, before her marriage. 

This great princess was the first f , who ordered the ounce of silver in England 
to be cut into sixty pennies ; so that the penny which formerly was the twentieth 



* Mint-books, Tower, London. 
A Ware's annals, p. 143. 



E2 



* Leake on English coins, p. 230 & seq, 
f Davis's reports, p. 24. 



86 AN ES6AY ON IMSH COINS. 

Eliza*, part of an ounce,, was then, as it k now, made the sixtieth part,, god lensequeptljr 
tsn *** e ant ^ ent P 601 *? °^ silver, at least such as were coined before the ninth year of 
Edward III. contained as much silver as is now worth thrse pew* ferthiug of puf 
present currency. 

Though it is said', that in the beginning of this reign, we had here a mint of our 
own; yet it doth not appear that any kind of money was struck ig this kingdom ; hujt 
rather, that a commission 11 was granted to Sir Edmund Peckham, knight; treasurer, 
Thomas Stanley, comptroller of the mint, in the tower of JU>ndop, and others, to 
convert the base money then current in England, into Harp-ahillings and groats, four 
the use of Ireland ; and out of four thousand pound of this base coin, to make 
eight thousand pound in Harp-shillings, and Harp-groajts, three ounces fine, an4 
nine ounces allay ; forty such shillings to the pound troy, and of groats, one hundretf 
and twenty. The shillings to weigh one hundred and forty-four grains, and the 
Groats forty-eight grains. These. coins have on one side the queen's bust crowned, 
looking to the right, with this inscription, euzabeth. d. o. amo. fra. z. hib. use. 
reverse, a harp crowned, between the letters e. r. also crowned, and round it the 
motto, posvi. devm. ADiVTQRBM. MEYM. See Plate VI. Numb* 116, and 117. J 
have one of these shillings, which weighs one hundred thirty-three grains and a 
half, and a groat, weighing forty-three grains and a half ; the mint-marks a harp, 
and arose. > 

No sooner was the base money decryed, and prohibited in England, but it was 
sent over in great quantities into this kingdom, where the Buogals, a* they were 
thai called, went for six pence, and the broad pieces for twelve pence ; but in a short 
time, after, the former passed for two pence, the latter for a groat ; and when they were 
refused elsewhere, they passed in Connaught, the first for me penqny> and the last 
for two pence * . 

1500. About this time 1 , the coin, which had been so .debased, during the three former 
reigns, and in the beginning of this, was restored to near its former purity, and intrin- 
sic value, as well in this kingdom, as in England. Whereupon an old Poet of those 
days made the following ballad \ 

Let bone-fires shine in every place, 
Sing, and ring the bells a-pace ; 
And pray that long may live her grace, 
To be the good queen of Ireland. 

The gold and silver which was so base, 
That no man could endure its scarce ; 
Is now new-coyn'd with her own face, 
And made go current in Ireland. 

t Moryson's travels, p. 283. ' Ware's and Camden's annals of ttn*. adJn* 

* Leake ut supra, p. 2G5. «7. 
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viz. Shillings of the value of nine pence English, to pass in Ireland for twelve 
pence. Whether there were half-shillings struck at this time, I know not, but I 
have seen the Groat. They axe nearly of equal fineness with her English money of 
that year. 

The Shilling has on one side the .queen's bust, her head crowned, looking to the 
right, and this inscription, Elizabeth, d. g. a. f. et hisebnie. beg. another has regi. 
reverse, three harps in a shield crowned, between the date 15 — 61 and the motto, 
posvi oeym adivtorem. mevm. The Groat has likewise her head crowned and 
Elizabeth, d. g. an. f. z. h ib ernie. reg. reverse, three harps in a shield, between the 
date 15 — 61, and the motto, posvi, 8$c. and both have a harp, mint- mark. See Plate 
VI. Numb. 118, and 119. 

Eighty-two of these shillings, says Malynes 1 , went U> the pound, and therefore 
weighed seventy grains one fourth each, which is something heavier, in proportion, 
than the English shilling of thai time, sixty-two whereof went to the pound and 
weighed ninety-two grains seven eighths, and our shilling being valued at the Tower, 
M nine pence English, that is, one fourth part less than the English shilling, it should 
therefore proportionally weigh one fourth part, or twenty-three grains -fc less, and its 
full weight be sixty-two grains \\. I have three of these shillings, which, though 
aomewhat clipped and worn, weigh full sixty-nine grains ; the Groat, though pretty 
much clipped, weighs full twenty-four grains, whereas, according to the above 
standard, it should have weighed but twenty-three —£- from the mint. 

In the fortieth year of this princess, I find mention made of an indenture" with 
Sir John Martin, and Richard Martin his son, master -workers of the mint in the 
tower of London, for coining five different kinds of money for Ireland, viz Shillings, 
to be current at twelve pence Irish, Half-shillings, or six-penny pieces, Quarter - 
shillings, or three-penny pieces, Pennies, and Half-pennies. And accordingly, cer- 
tain quantities of each kind 11 , were struck, sent over, and issued out for the payment 
of the army in this kingdom. 

Hie money, coined by virtue of this indenture, was of a very base mixture of cop- 
per and silver, viz. three ounces of silver to nine ounces of brass. Its weight and 
impression were, I presume, the same with that of the species struck two years after ; 
when, by virtue of another indenture , of her forty-third year, shillings, sixpences, 
and three-pences, were coined at the Tower, for the service of Ireland. These were 
still worse than the last, being but two ounces and eighteen penny-weight fine, and nine 
ounces two penny-weight allay * ; though Malynes says 4 , they were three ounces fine, 
and according to him, eighty-two of the shillings went to the pound ; consequently 
one hundred and sixty-four six-pences, and three hundred and eighty-eight three- 
pences : at this rate the Shilling must have weighed seventy grains one fourth ; the 
Six-pence thirty-five grains one eighth; and the Three-pence seventeen grains -^. 



1 Lex mercatoria, p. 305. Load. 1332. 
"Appendix, No. 19. 
* Leake, p. 267. 



• Mint-books, Tower, Lond. Leake, p. 267. 
> Leake, ibid. Lex mercat p. 282. 
Lex Mercatoria, p. 906. 
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Copper Pennies and Half-pennies were also coined at the same time, one hundred 
and ninety and a half of the Pennies to the pounds and of the Half-pennies thrte. 
hundred and eighty-one. 

The Shillings and Six-pences of this mintage have on one side the arms of England, 
with this inscription, Elizabeth, d. g. ang. fr. et. hiber. reg. reverse, the crowned 
harp, and the motto, posui. devm. adiytorem. mevm. See Plate VI. Numb. ISO 
and 121 . The Penny and Half-penny are like the Shilling and Six-pence, with this 
difference, that the shield on one side, is placed between the letters e. r. and the harp, 
on the other, between the date of the year 16 — 01. — 16 — 03. See Plate VI. 
Numb. 123 and 133. The mint-marks on these shillings, six-pences, pennies 
and half-pennies, are, a crescent, a flower de luce, a trefoil, a mullet, or a 
cypher. . / 

These pennies and half-pennies are by some ', thought, to have been the first copper- 
money struck in, or for Ireland ; but I have shewed before, that in the reign of Edward 
IV. small money was coined in this kingdom, not only of silver mixed with brass or 
copper, but also of pure brass or copper. 

" The queen, says Sir John Davis °, in order to pay the wages of the royal army, 
which she kept in this kingdom for many years to suppress Tir-Oens rebellion w , 
caused great quantities of mixed monies to be made in the tower of London, with 
the usual stamp of the arms of England, and inscription of her royal stile, and to 
be transmitted into this kingdom, with her proclamation* bearing date the twenty- 
fourth of May, in her forty-third year, by which her majesty declares and 
establishes those mixed monies, immediately after said proclamation issued, to be 
the lawful and current money of this realm of Ireland, and expressly commands that 
they be so used, received and reputed by all her majesty's subjects, and others, 
using any kind of traffic or trade in this kingdom ; and that if any person or per-* 
sons should refuse the said mixed monies, according to their denomination, or 
valuation, that is shilling for shilling, and Sic de Coeteris, being tendered* in 
payment of wages, fees, stipends, or debts, that they should be punished as 
contemners of her majesty's royal prerogative and commands; and in order 
to make this coin more current, it was also ordered by the said proclamation that, 
after the tenth of June, next ensuing, all other monies current in this kingdom 
should be annulled, esteemed as bullion, and not as the lawful and current njoney 
of said realm." 

Before this was brought about, many consultations \*ere held in England, on a 
scheme of such consequence to the liberty, property and welfare of the subject ; but 
though the queen was against it, yet it was carried by some of her ministers ; and,' at 
Camden fairly discloses the springs of the whole transaction, I shall here transcribe 
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liis own words. " About this' time, says he, was put forth a proclamation (con- Euzab. * 
" formable to a law enacted in the reign of Henry VII.) that no man should carry A * D - 
i( oyer any English money into Ireland ; in regard the rebels drew to themselves 
a great part thereof, to buy munition and provision for the war ; or else the mer- 
chant transported it from thence into foreign parts, to the great detriment and pre- 
" judiceof England. Serious deliberations were therefore now had about altering 
" the Irish coin, by mingling some brass with it, in regard the Irish war drew yearly 
" out of England above one hundred and sixty thousand pounds sterling. By this, 
" some were of opinion, that the charges of the war might be lessened: that all the 
" good money might by exchange be drawn out of Ireland into England; and the 
" rebels, when the good money failed, be excluded from all commerce with foreign- 
" ers, and consequently of necessity be weakened. Others argued on the contrary, 
<' thatthis change of money would redound to the queen's dishonour^ and the da- 
" mage of the subject ; that the good money of Ireland could not be drawn thence 
" without a great charge to the queen : that the gain gotten hereby, if the new mo- 
ff ney were coined in England, would not, when the accounts were cast up, coun- 
" tervail the charges of carrying it over; much less would the profit be, if it were 
€€ coined in Ireland, where a mint must necessarily be set up at great charges, and 
i < minters must be hired at dear rates : neither could the commerce of the rebels with 
< r foreigners be hindered by it, so long to there was silver in the new coin, which the 
" merchant knew well enough how \^ separate ; to whom it is all one whether he re- 
44 reive one piece of money, or three of the same value. • And that it was to be 
" feared the soldiers would mutiny, for hereby their pay would be diminished. But 
" Buchurst, lord treasurer, a man well skilled in money-matters, with much ado 
" extorted from the queen, out of necessity, (for that usually gives law to time) a* 
€C he alledged, that the money should be altered for a while, and he afterwards re- 
" jcal led again to its full 'value ; to which the queen of herself was averse, saying 
" often, that it would much reflect on her credit, and be displeasing to the army.— 
" To the army, ceriainly it proved a great prejudice : whether it turned to the ad- 
" vantage of the queen or no, I know not, but to the treasurer, and pay-masters, 
« without doubt it brought in good gain, whose covetous humour (which is 
" a diligent searcher of new ways to get money) may seem at first to have con- 
" trived itV 

That this scheme was, and proved very prejudicial to this kingdom in general, and 
to the army in particular, as had been justly foreseen by those who were against it, 
appears from several passages in Moiyson's history of those times. " 'The fifteenth 
" of May, says he/ the lord deputy received by the hands of Sir George Carey, 
" treasurer of war, a proclamation signed by the queen, to be published for making 
" the new standard of mixed monies to be the only current in this kingdom ; all other 
" coins to be brought in to the treasurer. And likewise a letter from the queen* 

■ 

r Camden's annals of Eliz. p. 637. Loud. 1688. * Appendix, No. 23, 24. 
■ Moryson's hist. Irel. toL i. p. 234. 
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" requiring the lord deputy arid council to further the due execution of the content! 
of this proclamation, and by some plausible graces, done in general to the sfcb- 
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ject (in establishing an exchange of this coin into sterling money of England, 8fc.) 
inviting all to swallow this bitter pill, which impoverished not only the rebels, 
but her majesty's best servants in this kingdom, only enriching her pay- 
masters sitting quietly at 1 home, while others adventured daily their blood 
" in the service/' 

In order, therefore, to make the most of this jobb, and to engross the whole pro- 
fit thereof to themselves ; as this money was to be coined in England, for the use of 
Ireland, and to be there remitted by way of exchange, the authors of this- scheme 
procured a patent* from the queeri in favour of the said Sir George Carey, treasurer 
at war, and vice-treasurer of Ireland, for erecting an office, called, The office erf 
her highness her exchange between England and Ireland. And by indentiife b , be-* 
tween her majesty and the said Sir George Carey, he \*as constituted master of the 
said office in England and Ireland. And in the places by him appointed, every 
person, for twenty shillings delivered in Ireland, was to receive nineteen shillings in 
England, and for twenty shillings paid in England, to receive twenty-oiie shillings 
in Ireland. l*he said Sir George, being impowered to have deputies, in London, 
Bristol, and Chester, in England} and in Dublin, Cork, Gal way and Carrick-» 
fergus in Ireland, or within any dther cities, towns, or ports of England, and Ire-* 
land, or either of them. 

This new coin being made current by several proclamations *, and all other coin* 
ordered to be brought to the exchange-office, all kinds of goods and provisions did 
6f consequence rise in price to dotible their former value ; which occasioned a ge- 
neral complaint, not only from the soldiers And officers, but from the lord deputy 
himself, who, in his letter c to secretary Cecil of the seventh of November, 1601, 
says, " that his private estate was unable any longer to continue the expence, at 
which he was forced to live, growing greater by the mixed coin, a* he ever 
thought it would fall very heavy upon him, by which reason he might value his 
" entertainment to be less by the half, than it was in the time of the old standard; 
" for whatsoever was bought with this new coin, was raised to the double price,— 
#r And as the exchange soon failed, says Moryson*, so did out heart* therewith: 
" for we served there, in discomfort and came home beggars, so that the treasurer 
" and pay-masters, (who were thereby enriched) had oanfte to bless the authors of 
"this invention/* 

The merchants, above all others, are most complained of, in several of the queen's 
proclamations, for raising the price of their goods about seventy Or eighty -per cent. 
and for refusing, or not taking enough of that base money, in exchange for what 
sterling money they had. And to make good this charge against them, different 
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Accounts c were sent over, on the pretended exorbitant profit they made dot such goods Eur it. 
as they either imported or manufactured. A - Dm 

But the whole blame should have been laid on the inventors of that monstrous 
scheme, the lord-treasurer of England, Buckhurst, and his partner the vice-trea- 
surer of Ireland, who being perhaps in great arrears, or having bought large estates, 
were willing to pay off one hundred thousand pounds with twenty-five thousand 
pounds. 

For otherwise, how could the merchant, or the manufacturer be blamed, and 
even abused, for raising his wares upon such an occasion. Money has always been 
the standard and the rule of commerce among all nations ; wherever it is raised above 
its intrinsic value, there the price of all manner of commodities must rise also in 
proportion. The merchant, who, before this scheme took place, sent to France for 
a ton of wine, which cost him there three hundred livres, or fifteen pounds Irish, 
could pay that sum with three hundred harp-shillings of the good silver ; whereas, 
when the base-money was introduced, he must send, or pay one thousand two hun- 
dred at least of these new shillings, or sixty pounds ; and, at a moderate profit of 
ten per cent, he might have sold his ton of wine, before the debasing of the coin, • for 
sixteen pounds ten shillings, which, in base money with the same profit, he could 
not sell under sixty-six pounds. The case was the same with the manufacturer, the 
•artificer, the farmer, whose goods must have risen in proportion, as what he received 
in payment, decreased in intrinsic value ; and the difference between the old and the 
new coin being three-fourths, or seventy-five per cent, he must of consequence have 
raised his wares ^pventy-five per cent. So, a barrel of wheat, if sold before at six 
shillings, must then sell for twenty-four shillings : a yard of cloath, if worth twelve 
shillings must then be worth forty-eight shillings. However just this be; yet some 
there are, who would fain believe, that if they owe twenty shillings they discharge 
that debt, if they pay twenty shillings, although there be less silver in the species 
of coin they pay, than in that which they received : as if a person had borrowed « 
from me twenty barrels of wheat at twenty stone each, should pretend to pay me, bv 
returning me twenty barrels at sixteen stone each, if the barrel was by law reduced 
to that weight ; whereas he should return me four hundred stones of wheat, other- 
wise I must certainly lose eighty stones, or two barrels of wheat by the bargain ; I 
should hereby, no doubt, receive the same number of nominal barrels, but at the 
same time should really lose one fifth part of the wheat so lent. The case is the same 
as to money ; if I lend twenty pound in godd sterling silver, it is not enough 
that the same number of nominal pounds, which are but imaginary names; should 
be repaid me, I must receive the sanpe quantity of sterling silver, that I have lent ; 
for otherwise, if I have paid twenty pounds, or four hundred shillings in sterling 
money, and receive twenty pounds, or four hundred shillings in base money, worth 
three fourths less than sterling, it is evident that I lose three fourths of my debt, and 

• Moryson, vol. iL p. 270. 
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Eu?ab. receive but five pound in intrinsic value,, instead of twenty pounds. And, if at 
A - D - that time the merchant had complied, and parted -with his sterling money ; if he 
had brought it to the office, there to receive twenty-one shillings of the base money, 
{in reality not worth above threeushillings and four pence) for every twenty shillings 
of sterling money, his stock, if twelve thousand pounds, must at once have been 
reduced to three thousand pounds, nay, to two thousand pounds, for the goldsmiths 
did not value these shillings at more than two pence each f . 

This leads me to another observation; the rote of land in this kingdom. The 
land-lord, who during the debasing of the monies, under Hemy VIII. Maiy, 
Edward VI. and Elizabeth, found that instead of one dulling of good silver, hfe 
Teceived but three pence an acre, that is, who instead of being paid twelve pence 
per acre in sterling money, received a shilling of the mixed-money, worth but three 
pence, and that he consequently lost nne pence per acre, or the three fourths of his 
rent, when any of his leases expired during that time, in order to receive his former 
rent, twelve pence sterling per acre, he must then have raised the price of his land 
to four shillings the acre, of the then current money ; which, when in the subsequent 
reign, the sterling money was restored, and the mixed-money decried, proved a great 
charge to the lessee, who thereby found himself obliged to pay four shillings sterling 
'for that acre of land for which he formerly paid but twelve pence sterling ; an ad- 
ditional rent of seventy-five per cent. I hope I shall be excused, for dwelling so long 
on this article; I thought it incumbent on me, to take off the aspersions, so groaly 
and unjustly cast on the merchants of that time, by those who made the most of 
that scheme. 



1* Elizabeth, -there was coined of the base money three ounces fine £. *. &. 
and nine ounces allay, by Sir Edmund Peckham, $c. in weight, 
198881b. worth in sterling 15541 10 S£ 

4° Elizabeth, there was struck, by the same, of the good money 
eleven ounces fine, in weight 3977 ft>. which, at £.3 the pound 
weight, makes . 8931 

40° and 43° Elizabeth, by Sir Richard Martin, in weight 

898441b. lOoz. 15dwt. worth in sterling 70105 9 S£ 

Total in English money £.94577 19 6 

which, at the rate of sixteen pence Irish, for every English shilling, 

comes to •..•♦...♦.. 118223 9 4£ 

James I. This prince, at bis accession to the crown, finding the rebellion in Ireland intirely 
A D - suppressed by the late queen, issued a proclamation 1 for regulating the currency of 

1 Leake 9 p. 269* * Appendix, No. 2fl. 
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her mixed money; and at the same time ordered, that a new kind of money, viz. Jamw I. 
Shillings and Six-pence** nine ounce* fine, struck for Ireland, by virtue of two in- A * D * 
dentures \ of the twentieth of August, in his first year, and of the twelfth of Ja- 
nuary, in his second year, should pass here, as the lawful and current coin of this 
kingdom ; that the base Shilling, of the late queen, should pass for four pence, her 
Six-penny pieces, for two pence ; and that her Pennies and Half-pennies pf copper, 
should still pass for the same value. 

The Shillings of this coinage, have the king's bust in armour, his head crowned, 
looking to the left, with this inscription, iacobvs. d. g. ang. sco. fra. et. hib. 
rex. reverse the harp crowned, and exvrgat. devs. dissipentvr. inimici. a 
bell, mint-mark. The Sixpenny piece is like the Shilling, except the legend 
on the reverse, which is, tveatvb. vnita. devs. See Plate VI. Numb. 124 
and 125. 

The latter end of this year, this prince having changed his title of king of Eng- 1604. 
land and Scotland, into that of king of Great- Britain, thought proper to alter 
likewise, the inscription on his English and Irish coins, as appears by a proclamation 4 , 
dated the twentieth of October, 1604, whereby he orders, fC that the stile, James 
" king of Great-Britain, France and Ireland, shall be from henceforth used in all 
*-' inscriptions upon his current monies and eoynes of gold and silver hereafter to be 
*< mynfed. 

I must beg leave to give here the preamble of another proclamation k of his, pub- 
lished on that subject in London the sixteenth of November following. "Although 
€€ it be most certayn, that nothing is more appropriate to sovereign dignities of 
princes, than the ordering of their monies, and settling them at such prices and va- 
luations as they shall think fit upon necessary causes ; yet have we always bene of 
opinion, that Just princes should not use that liberty of their power, in abusing 
or enhansing the price of monies without all respect to the common benefit of 
" their sulgects ; in which consideration it is evident to all men, that since our 
< ( enirie into this realme we have bene so far from changing the auncient * and ho- 
" norable standard of the starling money of this our realme of England, as we 
" have on the contrary restored to our realme of Ireland monies of pure silver, 
" in lieu of the base coyne, with which the necessity of the tymes, by accidend 
" of warres, constrained our sister the late queene of happy memory to pay 
" the armies/ ' 

A third proclamation 1 was published here, the twenty-second of January, or- 
dering that the mixed monies should thenceforward pass at the fourth part of their 
-former value, that is the Shilling for three pence, and the Six-penny piece for three * 
half-pence. And as the king's title was altered on his English coins, so was it like- 
wise on his Irish. The Shillings and Six-penny pieces, struck in the tower of London, 1605 . 

* Mint-books, Tower, Lond. k Rymer, yol. xtL p. 605. 

' Roll offic. Dub. 10 Jac. I. pan 5 dorio. ' Appendix, No. 27. 
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Jamb I and sent oyer this year, have on one side his head, like the former, with this in- 
*-V- scription, iacobvs. n. g. mag. brit. fra. et. hib. rex. reverse, the harp crowned 
and this legend, henricvb. bos as. regna. iacobvs. Henry united the roses, and 
James the kingdoms ; alluding to the union of the red and white roses, the houses 
of Lancaster and York, in the person of Henry VII. his great-grand- father, and 
to the union of the two crowns of England and Scotland under one prince, by his 
accession to the former. The Six-pences are like the Shillings, but have on the re* 
verse, tveatvr. tnita. devs. mint-marks, a rose, a martlet. See Plate VI. Numb. 
126 and 127. 

According to Malynes m , eighty-two of these and the former shillings went to 
the pound, and therefore weighed seventy grains one fourth, and the six-pences 
thirty-five grains one eighth ; yet some of the best preserved that I have, though 
worn and clipped, weigh from sixty-two grains to seventy grains and a half, and 
the Six penny pieces, from thirty grains and a half to thirty-three grains and a 
half. 
1607. By a proclamation of the nineteenth of May, it was ordered that the English 
Shillings should pass in this kingdom for sixteen pence ; and by another % of the 

1612. eighteenth of May 1612, all goldsmiths and others ware prohibited under severe pe- 

1613. nalties, melting any of the gold or silver coins current in this kingdom. The fol- 
lowing year this prince ordered farthings p to be made of copper, and to pass equally- 
current in Englaqd and Ireland. They have on one side two scepters in sal tire 
through a crown, with this epigraphe, iaco. d. g. mag. bri. (some have brit.) 
reverse, the harp crowned, and fra. - et. hib. rex. they are very thin and 
not broader than one of the present English silver groats. See Plate VI. 
Numb. 128. 

As at this time, the English money was current in this kingdom at one third part 
more, than it was in England q , the Twenty-shilling piece laureat of that king passed 
here for twenty-six shillings and eight pence, and the other parts in proportion, the 
English Crown-piece of five shillings passed for six shillings and eight pence ; the 
English Shilling for sixteen pence, and the other parts proportionally. The ex- 
change' between Dublin and London, was at twenty shillings Irish, for fifteen 
shillings English, with six or eight pence in every pound, payable in London ; anil 
by a patent of .Charles I. it appears that .there was at this time an office and master 
of the exchange of monies, between this kingdom and England. In the first ten 
years of this reign*, there was coined in Irish sterling money, one hundred sixty-six 
thousand two hundred and seventy-three pounds, eleven shillings. 
Charl.I. King Charles I. soon after his accession, granted a patent * to Frances, duchess 
^'J?' dowager of Richmond and Lennox, and to Sir Francis Crane, knight, for the term 

"Lex mercatoria, p. 305. * Ibid, 360. r Ibid. 

■ Appendix, No. 20. • Mint-books, Tower, Land. 

• Ibid, No. 30. • Appendix, No. 31. 
» Lex mercatoria, p. 278. 
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of seventeen years, impowering them to strike copper farthings, and by procla- Chael.L 
mation* ordered that they should equally pass in England and Ireland. They are A * D * 
very small and thin, and have on one side two scepters in saltire through a crown, 
and this inscription, carol vs. d. g. mag. bri. reverse, the crdwned harp, and fran. 
et.hib.rex. They weigh about six grains, and have a wool -pack, a bell, or a flower- 
de-luce, mint-marks. See Plate VI. No. 129. 

By a patent and indenture of the twenty-second of August, 1627% it appears, 1637. 
that Henry earl of Holland was made keeper of the exchanges between Ireland and 
England, for the term of thirty-one years, and that he was thereby obliged to ex- 
change any sums of money brought to his office, to be remitted to and from England 
and Ireland, at a reasonable premium, not exceeding six pence in every twenty shil- 
lings. And in the year 1632, Sir Thomas Aylesbury, knight, was by the king's 1032. 
patent* appointed sole agent for making, selling and vending, all money scales and 
weights, through England and Ireland. 

As too large quantities of the above mentioned copper farthings were probably 1034. 
sent over from England by the patentees, or their agents, the lord deputy Wentworth 
and council found it necessary to stop such an evil, and to issue a proclamation' the 
sixteenth of September, 1634, whereby it was ordered, that no person should be 
forced to take farthing-tokens, and that none should pay above two pence in far- 
things, in any one payment. In December following, the parliament then sitting, 
took into consideration a much greater mischief ; the transportation of foreign gold 
and silver out of this kingdom, to France, Spain, and the Low-countries, whereby 
this country was drained of its current species ; and after many conferences* between 
the lords and commons, they came to a resolution to petition the king for the re- 
establishment of a mint in Dublin. The lord deputy having accordingly transmitted 163*. 
their petition*, his majesty was pleased to grant their request b , and to order " an 
indenture 6 to be drawn for that service, buildings to be erected, and such other 
preparations to be made, as might tend to the perfecting of that business." It 
appears from a letter of the lords of the council in England, to the lord deputy and 
council here d , that some steps had been taken to forward this scheme, and that draughts 
of an indenture, and other papers relating to it, had been delivered to lord Went- 
worth. It was thereby agreed that, " gold and silver money should be struck here, 
of the same standard of those of England, for weight and allay, and of such 
species, and with such impressions and stamps, as his majesty should direct, or 
as the lord deputy and council should think fit, so as they be of an impression 
clearly distinguishable from the monies of England:"* but through the cala- 
mities of the times, this beneficial project came to nothing ; and instead of it, the 
king granted another patent* to Henry lord Maltravers, and Sir Francis Crane and 
appointed them " to cause farthing-tokens, to be made of brass with such a dis- 

• Appendix, No. 32. ' Ibid. No. 37. k Ibid. No. 40. * Ibid. No. 43, 44. 

- Ibid. No. 35, 30. ■ Ibid. No. 38. « Ibid. No. 41. • Ibid. No. 34. 

- Ibid. No. 33. * Ibid. No. 30. * Ibid. No. 42. 
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CfcABB.I. tinction, as would readily make them known from all others." These had the 
lsm! CTOWn "^ sce P ter8 l^ e the former, with this epigraphe cabolv. d. g. ma. bri. and 
on tlie reverse, a tose crowned, instead of the harp, with a piece of brass in the 
middle, and era. et. hi. rex. mint marks, a crown, a cross, or a mullet. They 
weighed eighteen grains, and passed equally in both kingdoms f . 
% 1637. By a proclamation * of the sixth of April this year, it was ordered, that the title 
or name of Irish money or harps, should be abolished, and that all accounts, re- 
ceipts and payments, should be reduced into sterling, and made in English money. 
All accounts in the exchequer,'' says lord Strafford', " and all payments upon 
contracts betwixt man and man are now reduced into sterling money, so as here- 
" after, Vre shall not need for distinction to add Irish or sterling; for all hereafter 
" is to be understood after the English accompts, twenty shillings to the pound/' 
From the words of the proclamation, that all accounts, receipts and ^payments, 
should be reduced into sterling, some have been of opinion tiutt all rents due or 
payable to the crown before, ought to have been paid since that time, at the fate of 
one English shilling, instead of twelve pence Irish ; but, that no such thiqg waa 
intended, I humbly presume, will appear clearly from the above quotation out of 
lord Strafford's letters ; and,, that no more was thereby meant, than to take off and 
avoid the confusion and trouble, which the distinction between Irish and sterling 
money, must have before that time,, occasioned in the accounts of the exchequer* 
and other public and private transactions. 
1642. After the most execrable massacre of 1641, the lords justices and council, in or- 
der to raise a fund, immediately wanted* to maintain an army to suppress the rebels/ 
issued a proclamation h , the fourteenth of January, 1642, to encourage his majesty's 
loyal subjects to bring in their plate for the service of the government, which was 
chearfully complied with, and the same hastily coined into several kinds of species 
of different shapes. One kind has only the weight stampt on them, as nineteen 
penny-weight eight grains — nine penny-weight eight grains — three penny-weight 
twenty grains— one penny- weight six grains. Another sort, instead of the 
weight, has only the value, V. for five shillings; See Plate VI. Numb. 130, 
131, 132, 133. 
K543. The next year, pursuant to the king's letter, dated at Oxford the twenty-fifth of 
May, the lords justices issued a second proclamation *, the eighth of July following; 
for further encouragement to the loyal subjects to bring in their plate to Sir John 
Veale, knight, Peter Vanderhoven and Gilbert Tongues, goldsmiths, authorised, 
by commission under the great seal of this kingdom, to receive and coin the same 
into pieces of Five-shillings, Half-crowns, Shillings, Six-penny pieces, four penny 
pieces, three-penny pieces, two-penny pieces, and Pennies ; to be of the same weight 
and allay with the money then current in England, and to be each of them stamped 

9 Leake, p. 332. * Appendix, No. 45. fc Appendix, No. 46. 

•Strafford's letters, vol. ii. p. 90, 103; * Ibid. No. 47. 
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on one side. 



the letters c. r. for Carolus Rex, and a crown over Jhem, and obCttttJ. 



the other side the value of each of the laid pieces, withctat any inscription. See 
Plate VI. Numb. 134/135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140. 

The money Btruck by virtue of the said commission, was, by this proclamation, 
declared to be the current coin of this kingdom, and ordered to pass and be taken as 
such. The Crown-piece weighs seventeen penny-weight fifteen grains, the Half- 
crown,- eight penny-weight nineteen grains, the Shilling, three penny-weight Air- 
teen grains, the Six-pence, forty-three grains and a half, the Groat, twenty-two 
grains, the Three-pence, eighteen grains, the Two-penee, ten grains. I have not 
the Penny, but I suppose it was like the rest, and marked 1 D and its weight to have 
been about five or six grains. About one bundred and twenty thousand pounds worth 
of plate was coined at this time + . 

It appears by the king's letter, above-mentioned, that his majesty still designed 
to restore the royal mint in Dublin, but that it was prevented by the troubles in 
England. 

There was another sort of money coined in ibis kingdom without inscription, 
having on one 6ide a plain cross, and on the other the value ; for five shillings, and 
perhaps smaller pieces. This is supposed to have been struck during the siege of 
Dublin, in 1641 * : but from the cross imprinted on it, I should rather think that it 
was coined in imitation of, and opposition to the last mentioned, and much about the 
nme time, by the chiefs of the rebels, who pretended to act under the king's au- 
thority ; (as appears by several of their petitions to the king, in Carte's life of the 
duke of Ormond * ; for amongst other acts of their general assembly at Kilkenny 
in 1642, we find one 1 whereby it was ordered, " That a seal should be made for the 
kingdom ; that every person whatsoever, talking or discoursing,, in writing or 
otherwise of the enemies, shall not call them by the name or names of English or 
(< protestants, but shall call them by the name of puritanical or malignant-party*. 
That coin and' plate shall be raised and established in this kiqgdom, according to 
the rates^tnd values hereafter-mentioned, and that there shall be forthwith coined 
the sum of four thousand pounds, to pass current in Ibis kingdom, according to 
a proclamation or act published by direction of this assembly in the city of Kil- 
kenny, and not otherwise ; that the right honourable the earl of Ctystlehaven, and 
such others as his lordship shall call U> his assistance, shall present unto the supreme 
council of this kingdom an institution and order of knighthood, concerakkg the 
honour of St. Patrick, and the glory of this kingdom." It seems therefore more 
.probable that this coin was struck by the rebels, by virtue of this act of their as- 
sembly ; as were, prpbably, the copper pieces, called St. Patrick's Half-pence and 
Farthings, which I likewise ascribe to them, and suppose to have been struck about 
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.Charl.L this time : for they too well allude to some passages in this act, to doubt of their 
A - D - having been coined upon this occasion, in honour of St. Patrick and of their new 
order of knighthood. These Half-pennies have on one side, the figure of a king 
crowned, with a radiant crown, kneeling and playing on the harp, and over the harp 
the imperial crown of England of a different metal from that of the coin, that is 
brass upon copper, or copper upon brass, with this inscription, floreat rex. re- 
verse, the figure of St. Patrick mitred, and standing with a crosier in his right 
hand, and a leaf of trefoil in his left, which he holds out to the people about him, 
and on his left side the arms of the city of Dublin, three castles 2. 1 . with this legend 
ecce grex. Mr. Leake has mistaken these three castles for six fers, de moline, or 
queues d* ermines, four and two. The farthing has likewise on one side a king 
crowned and playing on the harp, a crown of copper or brass over it and round, 
floreat rex. reverse, St. Patrick mitred, holding in his left hand a double or me- 
tropolitan cross, a church behind him, and stretching out his right hand over a pared 
of serpents and other venomous creatures as if driving them out of the church, and 
alluding to the protestants, called in the before-mentioned act the puritanical, — the 
malignant party ; inscription, qviebcat plebs. The Half-pence or larger sort have 
some of them a star, mint-mark, and others have none: they weigh from five penny- 
weight ten grains to five penny-weight fifteen grains. The smaller sort, or Far- 
things, have no mint-mark, and weigh from three penny-weight eighteen grains to 
Sour penny-weight ten grains, and both havea graining round. See Plate VII. Numb. 
141 and 143. . 

There are still preserved, by the curious, some few silver pieces, with the same im- 
pressions and inscriptions of these copper pieces : it is thought that they were struck 
as medals, but for my part I think they were struck upon the same occasion, and in- 
tended by the Kilkenny -assembly to pass for shillings. 

In the years 1645 and 1646, another kind of money was struck at Cork, viz. Shil- 
lings and Six-penny pieces of silver. These have on one side the word cork and un- 
der it the year 1645, or 1646, and on the other side the value xn D and vi°. See Plate 
VII. Numb. 143. The shilling weighs seventy-five and one fourth grains, and the 
Six-pence thirty-seven grains three fourths. 

O. Crom- Before the restauraiion of King Charles II. and during the common- wealth and 
™* L - Crom well's government, no money was coined for the particular use of Ireland; 
1648-9. but divers persons in Dublin and other places in this kingdom, in order to supply 
the great scarcity of small change, coined copper tokens, with their names and places 
of abode stamped on them, whereby they obliged themselves to make them good. 
To this time may be ascribed those of Richard Greenwood, of High-street, Dublin ; 
Thomas Flood, of ditto, merchant; Thomas Gould, of ditto, merchant; John 
Warren, of ditto, chandler ; Nicolas Delone, of Lazy-hill, Dublin ; Desminier, 
of Bridge-street, Dublin ; and of William Keough, of Kilkenny, goldsmith ; be- 
sides, no doubt, many others which I have not. All these tokens are made of brass, 
or copper, not broader, but thinner than our present farthings, and like so many 
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promissory notes passed for one penny each, in the neighbourhood, and amongst O.Crom- 
the customers of those who issued them, whose names, together with the value i D *■£■ 
and their coat of arms, sign, or cypher, are imprinted on their respective pieces : 1 648-9. 
which expedient has often been put in practice in the subsequent reigns. 

This year several persons, in London, sent over great quantities of counterfeit and 1651. 
clipped English money and base Peru-pieces, which by their agents they imposed 
on the merchants here ; for which villainy some of the guilty were taken and exe- 
cuted. This occasioned a proclamation which was issued in October or November, 
1652, whereby it was ordered, that the clipped money should not be given or taken 
in payment, but by weight, at the rate of five shillings the ounce, and the base 
Peru-pieces, for their intrinsic value only p . The most part of this counterfeit mo- 
ney, sent from London, from time to time, to Dublin, Waterford, and other places 
of Ireland, were Half-crowns, which were so bad that the one half of them were 
not worth two pence in silver q ; and the Peru-pieces, which were then current here for 
four shillings and six pence, were not worth above two shillings and four penee. And 
by an exact assay made', it appeared that six hundred and thirty-five pounds worth 
of these pieces at the current price of four shillings and six petace, were not intrinsically 
worth above four hundred and one pound in sterling money ; so that two hundred 
and thirty- four pounds were lost in that small parcel. This occasioned several re- 1656. 
presentations from the council here. To the council of State, the committee of 
Irish-affairs, secretary Thurloe, and to the lord protector, in England, to shew them 
the necessity of erecting a mint here, as the only expedient left to retrieve the affairs 
and the trade of Ireland 9 ; but though this request was often repeated until the latter 
end of 1656, yet I do not find that it was granted. 

This prince after his restauration, and in the twelfth year of his reigii, granted a Chab.IL 
patent * to Sir Thomas Armstrong, knight, for the term of twenty-one years, for A ' D * 
coining copper farthings, in such place as he should judge most convenient, and in 
such a quantity as he could conveniently issue among his majesty's subjects of this 
kingdom. The said farthing tokens to be made of copper by engines, to weigh 
-twenty grains or more each at the discretion of the said Armstrong, and to have on 
one side two scepters crossing a diadem, and on the other side, a harp crowned with 
the king's stile, Carolus secundus magna Britannia, Francia et Hibernus Rex, 
with a privy mark, from time to time. Any other farthings were by this patent pro- 
hibited to be used through Ireland under pain of forfeiture of the coin and engines, 
and all other usual penalties ; the said Armstrong to pay yearly to the king for this 
privilege sixteen pounds thirteen shillings and four pence! These farthings have one 
side two scepters in a saltire through a crown, and this inscription, carol vs. n. d. 
g. m. b. reverse, the crowned harp, and fra. et. hib. rex* and some of them weigh 
twenty-eight grains, instead of twenty : but as Sir Thomas " could never be ad- 

'Appendix, No. 49. < Ibid. No. 50 .* Ibid. No. 49, 60, 51, 52. 

• Ibid. No. 51. ' Ibid. No. 53. 
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Char.IL " mitted to make use of this grant, nor obtajne allowance from the chiefe governor 
tc of Ireland to issue the said farthing-tokens/' * he could not proceed, and there- 
fore we may well suppose that very few were coined and sent abroad. 

His majesty having also taken into consideration the hardships, under which his 
subjects of Ireland labored for want of good silver species, and by the great quantity 
of base money imported into ibis kingdom, was pleased by his letter of the thirtieth 
of October, to order the lords justices and council of Ireland to issue a proclamation 
for raising the value of gold and silver coins ; and accordingly, the twenty-ninth 
of January following, a proclamation came out for ascertaining the value of, and 
declaring the several gold and silver coins therein mentioned, to be the current coin 
of this kingdom, * at the rates following, viz. 






9m 

CO 



Weight, 
dwt. grs. 

f The golden Rider weighing , 6 12 

* The half golden Rider, 3 6 

The Spanish, or French quadruple Pistole 17 8 

The Spanish, or French double Pistole 8 16 

The Spanish, or French Pistole 4 8 

The Spanish, or French Half-pistole 2 4 

The Double Ducat of gold 4 12 

The Single Ducat .' . 2.6 

The Spanish Suffirain 7 2 

.The Spanish Half-Suffrain 3 12 

The Mexico, or Sevil piece of eight, the Rix-dollar,) ,„ 

or Cross-dollar > 

The Halves, ditto 8 12 

The Quarters, ditto 4 6 

The Half-quarters, ditto 2 3 

The Portugal-Royal 14 

The Half, ditto 7 

The Quarter, ditto ' 3 12 

TheDuccatoon 20 16 

The Half, ditto 10 8 

The Quarter, ditto 5 4 

The old Peru-piece, and French-Lewis 17 

The Halves, ditto 8 i2 

The Quarters, ditto 4 6 

The Half-Quarters, ditto 2 3 



Value. 



£. s. 
1 2 

11 
3 4 

1 12 
16 
8 
18 

9 

1 8 
14 



d. 
6 
3 











4 9 
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3 8 

1 10 

11 
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2 10£ 

1 5£ 

4 6 

2 3 
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TWo pence to be allowed for each grain deficient in the weight of the gold, and CaAa.IL 
three pence for every penny-weight wanting in the silver. And, ^itm 

Whereas several persons, in all cities, corporate and market towns* had taken the *M1. 
liberty to make some kind of brass or copper tokens with such stamps as they 
thought proper, and uttered them for one penny each piece, to the great prejudice 
of the subject, for that for the value of every twenty pence that the brass stood them 
in, there was raised about twenty shillings of pure silver ; the lords justices and 
council did therefore think proper to issue two proclamations this year ; the first on 
the seventeenth of August 7 forbidding any person, or persons whatsoever, to make, 
or cause to be made, any brass or copper money or tokens, without special licence 
from his majesty, under pain of such penalties and punishments, as by the laws of 
this kingdom could be justly inflicted. But as no notice was therein taken of the 
patent granted to Sir Thomas Armstrong, who mighthave suffered considerably, had 
his farthings been decried with the rest, a second proclamation' came out the thir- 
teenth of September following forbidding any person to make any copper or brass 
money, or tokens, without special license from the king, " which Sir Thomas Arm- 
" strong, knight, hath by letters patents under the great seal of England.'* Here 
the Government acknowledges that Sir Thomas had the king's patent, and in con- 
sequence thereof makes a proviso for him in this proclamation, and yet we find that 
the chief governor (I suppose the duke of Ormond, who was lord-lieutenant in 1662) 
would not allow this patent, nor let him utter his farthings. 

The following year, 1662, the king granted another patent*, bearing date the 1062. 
twenty-eighth of April, to Sir Thomas Viner, baronet, Robert Viner and Daniel 
Bellingham of Dublin, goldsmiths, for the term of twenty-one years, for coining 
silver money from the Half-penny to the four-penny piece, of eleven ounces two 
penny-weight fine and eighteen penny-weight allay, paying to his majesty twelve 
pence out of every pound troy of the silver so coined. According to the patent these 
coins were to bear the following stamps, viz. the Half-penny piece, a crown on one 
side, and on the other a harp ; the penny-piece, on one side the king's head with the 
figure i, and on the other side a harp ; the Two-penny piece, on one side the king's 
head with the figure ii, and on the reverse, a harp crowned ; the Three-penny piece, 
the king's head crowned, with the figure ui, and his majesty's title, Carolus n, $c. 
on one side, and on the other a crowned harp with this legend, Oblectat et Eeparat ; 
and the Groat or four-penny piece, the king's head with his title and the figure mi 
on one side, and on the reverse the harp crowned, with the same motto Oblectat et 
Reparat. But as I have not met with any of these coins, or any person that ever saw 
them or heard of them, I presume that as the patentees were to bear the whole ezpence 
of the coinage, and to pay all the officers of the mint, besides what they were to pay 
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Cm*. II. to the king, they found it would not turn to their advantage, and consequently 

&„£ dropped the undertaking. 

As the proclamation published the twenty-ninth of January, 1660, did nbt ex-* 
pressly mention the Mexico plate pieces, commonly called Pillar-pieces, and for this 
reason many did scruple and refuse to take them in payment according to the rate 
and value of the Mexico, or Sevil-pieces of eight, though they were of equal fine* 
ness and of greater weight; the lord lieutenant, (duke of Ormond) and council, did 
therefore, issue a proclamation b , the nineteenth of September, this year, whereby 
it was ordered, that the said Pillar -pieces, weighing seventy penny -weight, should 
pass and be received in payment for four shillings and nine pence each, and the lesser 
pieces in proportion, with the like allowance of three pence for every penny-weight 
deficient in their respective weight. 

1672. About this time small change must have been very scarce, since we find that pri- 
vate persons and towns were obliged to coin copper tokens. I have of this year the 
Penny-piece struck at Kinsale, having on one side a port-cullis with the figure i D , 
and round it kinsale. 1672, and on the other the arms of the town. See Plate VII. 
Numb. 145. I have also the Half-penny of Michael Wilson, having on one side 
the scutcheon of his arms, with this inscription, mic wilson. of. dvbon. reverse, 
St. George, killing the Dragon, and his half-peny. 1672. 

3673. Exporting the current money of this kingdom, notwithstanding, and contrary to 
the laws and statutes in force in the same, was carried to such a pitch, and became so 
prejudicial to the subject, that the lord lieutenant (earl of. Essex) and council, in 
order to put a stop to this growing evil, issued a proclamation % the twenty-eighth 
of July this year, strictly commanding that all and every the laws, statutes and or- 
dinances, heretofore made, for keeping the coin of the kingdom within the same, 
should be henceforth firmly and inviolably kept, and that no person whatsoever should 
presume to export, carry or send away any money current within this kingdom, nor 
any plate, bullion, gold or silver wrought or unwrought, without licence from the 
lord lieutenant and council, except only so much as shall be necessary for their ab- 
solute and necessary expences, which they shall be obliged to discover to his majesty's 
searchers, under pain of incurring the forfeitures in and by the said laws and statutes 
limited and appointed 11 , being the forfeiture of the value of the money, plate, or 
bullion, so carried, or intended to be carried out of this kingdom, whereof the 
discQverer is by the said statutes to have one fourth part ; all his majesty's searchers 
and other officers, being hereby strictly commanded to be careful and vigilant about 
the full execution of all and singular the said laws and statutes. 

And whereas, divers persons, and many cities and towns, did still continue their 
former practice of making and uttering copper and brass tokens, another procla- 
mation 6 was issued by the said lord lieutenant and council, the seventeenth of October 

b Appendix, No. 58. c Ibid No. 50. 2 Hen. VI. — 12 and 43 Eliz. which see before* 

* Stat Edw. Ill 5 Rich. II.— 2 Hen. IV.— . • Appendix, No. 60. 
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following, forbidding any person whatsoever to make or stamp any brass, copper, or Chak.II* 
other tokens, without licence from his majesty. A. D. 

Among the manuscript letters of the earl of Essex, then lord lieutenant, I find 1075. 
one from his excellency to the lord Ranelagh f , of the tenth of February 1674-5, 
whereby it appears that the government was then considering of some means for 
malting good and lawful farthings, and that a proposal for that purpose had 
been offered to him, which, with this letter, he transmitted to the said lord, to 
be laid before the king, for his majesty's approbation ; but although this proposal 
was thought here very reasonable and advantagious for the subject, who labored 
under many difficulties for want of small change*, yet I do not find that it was 
accepted. 

In the same manuscript copy-book, is another letter of his excellency to Mr. 
secretary Coventry, of the twentieth of the same month h , wherein he incloses a pro- 
clamation for the king's approbation, to raise the value of the Portugal Crusadoea x 
from three shillings and eight pence to three shillings and ten pence each, weighing 
fourteen penny-weight, and the Half-crusadoe, weighing seven penny-weight at one 
shilling and eleven pence. 

Notwithstanding the late proclamation against exporting of gold and silver out of 
'the kingdom, it was still found necessary to put a stop to this pernicious practice ; 
another proclamation 1 was therefore published by the lords justices and council 
the twenty-sixth of July this year, forbidding all persons whatsoever to export, 
or carry out of the kingdom, any gold, or silver money, plate or bullion, and 
charging all his majesty's officers to put the laws in execution against the 
offenders. 

Divers merchants, strangers and others, having brought into this kingdom large 1677. 
quantities of a certain Dutch coin, then called, the New-lyon-dollars, stamped 
with a lyon rampant on one side, and a man with an escutcheon on the other side, 
with this motto, Conjidens Domino non movetur, and the year 1674. 1675. 1676. 
which, by themselves or their agents, they imposed on the subject at the rate of four 
shillings and nine pence each, though not really and intrinsically worth more than 
three shillings and four pence farthing, being found upon trial to be two ounces 
five penny-weight worse than the standard of England ; a proclamation was issued k 
the ninth of April this year, by the lord lieutenant (Essex) and council declaring 
that no officers of his majesty's revenue, nor any person of what quality or condition 
soever were by any law in force in this kingdom, required or inforced to take or re- 
ceive in payment any of the aforesaid pieces. 

This year, a very fair copper half-penny was struck in Dublin, of the bigness of 

'Appendix, No. 61. " ders given therein." Earl of Essex's maniw 

■ '< The country suffers much under the want script letter to lord Ranelagh, of the tenth of 
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Chab.II. our present half-penny, it has on one side the arms of this city with the date 1679 
A. D. oyer j^ and this inscription, >b the d vblin half pennie. reverse, the harp crowned, 

and long live the kino. See Plate VIIJ. Numb. 175. 
1680. Upon application and a representation made to the king, by Sir William Arm- 
strong, knight, that neither his father, nor himself, were ever admitted to make 
use of the patent heretofore granted to his late father, nor obtain allowance from the 
chief governor of Ireland, to issue his farthings, as the king's coin amongst his 
majesty's subjects of that kingdom ; and that having laid out considerable sums of 
money for copper, for the working thereof into farthings, and other incidental 
charges, they had sustained great loss and damage. His majesty was therefore 
pleased to grant new letters patent 1 , bearing date the eighteenth of May, to the said 
Sir Thomas Armstrong, knight, and colonel George Legg, for the making copper 
half-pence, for the use of this kingdom, during the term of twenty-one years, they 
paying yearly to the crown sixteen pound thirteen shillings and four pence. The 
said half-pence, to be made by engines, and to weigh one hundred and ten grains troy*. 
In consequence of this, the lord lieutenant (duke of Ormond) and council issued a 
proclamation m , the nineteenth of July following, declaring the copper half-pence 
made by Sir Thomas Armstrong and colonel George Legg, by virtue of the said pa- 
tent, to be the lawful and current coin of this kingdom, and forbidding any person 
whatsoever to make or counterfeit the said copper half-pence, or to import any coun- 
terfeit ; or to make any kind of brass or copper tokens, half-pence or farthings, or 
to import the same, under pain of such penalties and punishments, as by the laws 
and statutes in this kingdom, and by his majesty's prerogative royal, might be in- 
flicted upon such persons, for their contempt and breach of his majesty's royal 
commands. 

This proclamation, however, provided that none should be inforced to receive more 
than five shillings of the said half-pence in any one payment of one hundred pounds, 
and so proportionably in all greater or lesser sums ; and that in case any. of his ma- 
jesty's subjects should happen to be surcharged in the course of their trade with more 
of the said half-pence, than they could utter, the said Sir Thomas Armstrong and 
colonel Legg, their deputies and agents, were hereby required to pay at any time, the 
sum of twenty shillings in current gold or silver, 'for every twenty-one shillings of said 
copper half-pence, that should be brought to them. 

These half-pennies have on one side the king's head laureat, looking to the left, 
with this inscription, carol vs. ii. del gratia, reverse, a harp crowned between the 
dates of the years 16—80. 16— SI. 16—82. 16—83. 16—84. and mag. b*. fba. 
et. hib. rex. See Plate VII. No. 144. This was certainly the best and handsomest 
copper money yet struck in, or for Ireland. Such as were coined during the first 
three years, weigh from one hundred and eighteen to one hundred and nineteen 
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grains, and those of the two last years, about one hundred and nine to one hundred Char.IL 
and ten grains. faav 

Another proclamation ■ was issued the sixth of June this year, by the lord deputy 1553. 
(earl of Arran) and council, for ascertaining the value of foreign gold and silver 
coins current in this kingdom, at the rates following, viz. 






The golden Rider, weighing . . • • • • • • 

The Half golden Rider s 3 

The Spanish, or French Quadruple-pistole 17 

The Spanish, or French Double-pistole . . . . • 8 

The Spanish, or French Single-pistole 4 

The Spanish, or French Half-pistole 2 

The Double-ducat . . • > .• 4 

The Single-Ducat % 

The Spanish Suffrance • • • . , 7 

^.The Spanish Half-suffrance • • ..••....*... 3 

• 
("The Ducatoon 20 

The Half-ducatoon 10 

The Quarter-ducatoon » , . . . . 5 

The Mexico, Sevil, or Pillar-piece of eight, the Rix- \ y. 



Weight, 
dwt. grs. 

6 12 



Value. 
£. 8. d. 



* 



CO 



6 

4 

14 

7 

12 
6 
2 

13 

16 

8 

4 



1 2 

11 
3 10 

1 15 
17 
8 
18 

9 

1 8 
14 









6 
3 
1 



6 
3 




6 
9 


6 
3 



6 



4 9 



dollar, Cross-dollar, and French-lewis, 

The Halves ditto 8 12 2 

The Quarters ditto 4 6 1 

The Half-quarters ditto .'. . J- 2 3. 

3 i The Twelfth of the French-lewis 1 12 

The old Peru-piece of eight 17 4 

The Half ditto , 8 12 2 

The Quarter ditto 4 6 1 

The Half-quarter ditto 2 .3 

The Portugal-royal ; . . 14 3 

The Half ditto 7 1 

The Quarter ditto . . . . 3 12 Oil 

Two pence to be allowed for each grain deficient in the weight of the gold, and 
three pence for each penny-weight wanted of the silver, and so proportionably foe 
greater and lesser want of weight, in each of the said pieces of gold or silver 
respectively. 



41 

2* 
7i 

4f 

6 

3 

H 

8 
10 
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James II. We have observed in the preceding article, that the late king had granted a pa* 
10&/5 tent ' bw^S date the eighteenth of May, 1680, to Sir Thomas Armstrong, knight, ' 
and colonel Legg, for coining copper half-pence. The seventeenth of June follow- 
ing, they by deed of assignment p transferred it to Sir John Knox, of Dublin, al- 
108 *» derman, -who this year, petitioned King James for a new patent, upon his surrender- 
ing the old. Whereupon his majesty was pleased to direct his warrant 4 to the then 
lords justices, bearing date the twenty-third of October, 1685, authorizing them 
to accept of the said surrender from, and to cause new letters patents to be made to 
the said Sir John Knox, knight, for the making of copper half-pence for the use of 
this kingdom. Accordingly a new grant was made under the great-seal of Ireland' 
to the said Sir John Knox, knight, then lord mayor of Dublin, for the remainder 
of the time yet unexpired of the former grant, and under the same restrictions and 
limitations. These half-pennies have on one side the king's head laureat, looking to 
the right with this inscription, iacobvs. ii. del gratia, reverse, the crowned harp 
between the dates 16 — 85. 16 — 86. 16 — 87. 16 — 88. and mag. bb. fr. et. hib. 
rex. See Plate VII. Numb. 146. 
W87. The sixteenth of January this year a proclamation* was issued by the lord deputy 
(earl of Tirconnel) and council, reciting the proclamation published in 1683, by the 
earl of Arran, late lord deputy, and declaring that all the foreign gold and silver 
coins therein mentioned should pass within this kingdom, according to the weights 
and rates therein specified. 

King James arrived in Dublin from France on the twenty-fourth of March, 1688-9, 
and the next day published a proclamation • for raising the value of English and fo- 
reign gold and silver coins, and ordered, that they should pass current in Ireland, at 
the following rates, viz/ 

Weight. Value, 

dwt. grs. £. s. d. 

f The golden Rider 6 12 14 

The Half golden Rider 3 6 12 

The French and Spanish Quadruple-pistole • 17 4 3 16 

The Spanish, and French Double-pistole 8 14 118 

The Spanish, and French pistole ........ 4 8 19 

The Spanish, and French Half-pistole 2 4 9 6 

The Single-ducat 2 6 10 

The Spanish Suffrance 7 2 111 

The Spanish Half-suffrance ,. . . 3 13 15 6 

The Guinea 1 4 

.The Half-guinea 12 

» Appendix, No. 68. . • Ibid. No. 71. • Ibid. No. 72. 

* Ibid. No. 60. r Ibid. No. 70. 
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Wdgiit. 
dwt. grs. 

20 16 



£ 






Value. Jamb II, 



«. 
6 
3 
1 



0$ 



J-i 

i 



d. 

3 
ix 

7 



6 
3 

'a 

5 

9 

Ol 

■*? 

7 
10 
11 



5 

8* 



pThe Ducatoon ».».»••.••...••.. • . 

The Half-ducatoon 10 8 

The Quarter-ducatoon . . . 5 4 

The Mexico, Sevil, or Pillar-piece of eight, the Rix-) i » 
dollar, Cross-dollar, and French-lewis, . . . . $ 

The Halves ditto 8 12 2 

The Quarters ditto 4 6 1 

The Half-Quarters ditto 2 3 

The Twelfth part of the French-lewis 1 12 

The old Peru-piece of eight 17 4 

The Half ditto 8 12 2 

The Quarter ditto 4 6 1 

The Half-quarter ditto 2 3 X) 

The Portugal-royal 14 3 

TheHalf ditto 7 1 

The Quarter ditto 3 12 1 

The English Crown . . 5 

The English Half-crown 2 

The English Shilling 1 

JThe English Six -pence 0000 

Two pence to be allowed for every grain deficient in the weight in any of the gold 
pieces, and three pence for each penny-weight wanted in the silver, and so propor- 
tionally for greater or lesser want of weight in the several pieces herein mentioned. 
This is the first proclamation, where I find mention made of the currency of English 
jDoney in this Kingdom since the restauration : as the shilling is hereby raised to one 
philling and one penny, we must suppose that it was before current for twelye pence, 
the Half-crown at two shillings and six pence, the Crown at five shillings, and the 
Guinea at twenty shillings, and consequently that the exchange between England and 
Ireland was then at par in the strictest sense of the word. Gold and silver must have 
been very plentiful here in the latter end of the preceding reign, which was probably 
owing to its currency being raised in 1683. But now the scene changes, on the 
prospect of a civil war ; the protestant merchant, the monied man, secures his ef- 
fects audi flies to England. Without money, how could king James maintain his 
jtrmy ? Its value therefore must be raised, and as Guineas are less cumbersome and 
of an easier carriage than Crowns, or any other silver coins, he raises the value of 
English gold twenty per cent, and the English silver eight one third per cent, only, 
and other foreign gold and silver species in proportion ; that what little money was 
left in the kingdom, and the few thousand livres he had borrowed from the French 
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James II. though not worth above one penny three fifths sterling, were a very convenient coin 
A * D - to pay a soldier with, they were by proclamation ', of the fourth of May following, 
made current, and ordered to pass for three pence half-penny each. 

But after all, when it was found that this scheme did not bring in money fast 
enough to answer his courtiers demands, or supply the necessities of the state, this 
prince, led and advised by those about him, who sought their own more than their 
master's interest, laid aside the patent by him granted but four years before to Sir John 
Knox, and then in the hands of colonel Roger Moore, and having given an order" 
for seizing on that gentleman's engines and tools for coining, set up mints of his 
own, one at Limerick, in the deanry -house, and the other in Dublin, in Capel-street ; 
which last consisted of two presses, one called the James-press, and the other the 
duchess"; over which were appointed several officers, viz. six commissioners divided 
into two classes, the first and second, four comptrollers, two secretaries, one for 
each class, two warders, one treasurer, four tellers, four feeders, eight laborers at 
the fly, two porters, a messenger ; a store-keeper and two door-keepers. Each set 
of men were obliged to work at each press twelve hours night and day, wherefore 
a double set of hands was required 7 . The commissioners in Dublin were, John 
Trinder, Thomas Goddard, William Talbot, William Brumfield, Francis Rice, and 
Edward Fox, esqrs ; and Walter Plunket, at Limerick. The secretaries Mr. John 
Tringer and Mr. Samuel Clark, Mr. Hewlet, treasurer, Messrs. Holland, Morgan, 
Osborn and Dempsey, comptrollers. 

This settled, they went to work, and king James, on the eighteenth of June issued 
a proclamation* for making two sorts of money, of brass and copper mixed-metal, 
current in this kingdom. The one for twelve, and the other for six pence. These 
pieces have on one side that prince's head laureat, with this inscription iacobvs. ii. 
dei. GRAtfiA. and on the reverse, two scepters in sal tire through a crown, between 
the letters i. ft. with the date of the year, and tbejyalue of each piece above, viz. xii. 
on the Shilling, and vi. on the Six-pence, under it the month wherein each piece was 
struck, and round it, mag. br. fra. et. hib. rex. The Shilling has the king's 
neck bare, but on the Six-pence, it is garnished. See Plate VII. Numb. 147 and 
148. By another proclamation*, of the twenty-seventh of the same month, a larger 
piece was ordered to be struck of the same kind of mixed metal, and to pass as cur- 
rent money within this kingdom, at the rate of half a crown, or thirty pence. They 
have the king's neck garnished, and the value xxx instead of xn. as to the rest, the 
stamp and inscription is the same as that of the shilling. See Plate VII. Numb. 
155. These Half-crowns weigh from seven penny- weight twelve grains to nine 
pennyweight fifteen grains ; the shillings from three penny-weight fifteen grains to 
four penny-weight fifteen grains, and the Six-pences from one penny- weight twenty 

1 Appendix, No. 73. ? Ibidem. 

• Ibid. No. 74. ■ Appendix, No. 75. 

- Mint book of orders, i. b. 1689. Audit office, ' Ibid. No. 76. 
Dublin. 



AN ESSAY ON IRISH COINS. 59 

grains to two penny-weight eight grains. Some of these coins for erery month, James II. 
from June, 1689 to April, 1690, inclusive, are in the hands of the curious. A * D. 

But although mortgages, bills, bonds, or obligations, debts due by record, 
and money left in trust, were by the forementioned proclamations excepted, and 
not to be reimbursed in this copper money ; yet a proclamation came out on the 
fourth of February following 6 , whereby that prince ordered, that the said money 
should be paid and received in payment, for all manner of debts whatsoever, without 
exception. 

As the mint could not go on without metal, the secretary of state, lord Melfort, 
sent an order to lord Mountcashel, master general of the ordnance, to deliver to the 
commissioners of the mint, some old brass-guns, which were in the castle-yard c . A 
circular order d was also sent to all the collectors of the revenue, to procure all the 
copper and brass, that could be had in their respective districts, and to send it up as 
fast as possible. And in order to encourage the subject to bring their plate and their 
gold and silver species to the mint to exchange it for this copper money, the com- 
missioners of the mint were ordered* to give six pence in the pound in copper for all 
silver and gold brought into the mint,, where it was to be taken at the current value 
and full weight. 

For a further inducement to take this money, it was thought proper to issue a t 
proclamation f the twenty-eighth of February following, declaring " that all per- 
" sons should be at liberty, by way of loan, to pay into the treasury any sums of the 
" said money, or of any other money current in this kingdom, and that all such 

persons shall upon demand be repaid the said sums in the current money of the 

said kingdom, with the interest thereon, at the rate of six per cent, per annum.*' 
And by another proclamation* of the ninth of June, 1690, this prince instead of six 1690. 
per cent, promised to pay ten per cent, for such money, as should be brought into his 
treasury by way of loan. 

In March, 1690, three new and different kinds of money were struck, viz. Penny 
pieces, and Half-penny pieces, made of a mixture of lead and tin ; and crown pieces 
of a white mixed metal. h The Penny-piece of the bigness of a shilling, and the 
Half-penny of that of a six pence ; both having on one side, the king's head lau- 
reat, the neck bare, and this inscription, iacobvs. ii. dei. gratia, and on the reverse 
a piece of prince's metal fixed in the middle, with the harp crowned and mag. bb. 
fret. hib. rex. withthe date of the year 1689, 1690. See Plate VII. 150 and 151. 
and Plate VIII. Numb. 176. I have one of each date. Some of these pennies have 
the value i D stamped behind the king's head, and others have not, these last an- 
swering the description given in the warrant 1 . The Half-penny differs from the Penny 
in that it has the king's head, Caesar-like, with short hair. These were by procla- 

* Appendix, No. 77. ' Ibid. No. 78. k Irish -hist. lib. p. 172. Leake, p. 383. 

* Ibid. No. 79. * Ibid. No. 80. » Appendix, No. 83. 
1 Ibid. No. 81. s Ibid. No. 82. 
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A,D. 
1690, 



JjLiwILmatioa, of the twenty-eighth of March k i ordered to pass, as lawful and current 
money of Ireland. 

The third kind of money struck in this and the next month, were the Crowns of 
white metal ; these have on one side the figure of the king in armour, on horse-back, 
holding a drawn sword in his hand, his head laureat, and this inscription, iac. ii. dei» 
gra. mag. jbri. fra. et. hib. rex. reverse, a speck of prince's metal fixed in the 
middle, with the arms of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, in four crowned 
shields cross-wise, a crown in the center, and in the quarters or angles of the cross ano. 
dom. 1690. with this legend, christo. victor*:, triumphq. and upon the rim me- 
lioris* tessera, fati. anno, regni sexto. A proclamation was issued the twenty- 
first of April following 1 , whereby they were ordered, under very severe penalties, 
to be taken and received in payment, at the rate of five shillings. 

This crown is so exceedingly scarce, that the learned bishop Nicholson" 1 thought they 
had not been made current, .and that the Success at the battle of the Boyne had pre- 
vented the publishing of this proclamation : but, as besides the printed proclamation 
which is in the books of the council office, and one in my possession, I have seen 
two or three others in different hands ; it is evident therefore that the proclamation 
was made public, and consequently that this coin was issued out. And moreover, 
from the twenty-first of April, to the first of July, there was time sufficient to issue a 
good deal of that money, and even more than of the brass and copper crowns, which 
were coined about two or three months after. 

On the fifteenth of June following three proclamations were published ; one* 
for the calling in of the- large half-crown pieces of brass and copper strufck before 
the month of May preceding, which were to be restamped or coined anew into 
crown pieces, though of the same bigness. Another for making the said crown 
pieces of mixed metal, to pass as the current coin of Ireland, at the rate of five 
shillings each. 4 - 

These crowns have on one side the effigies of the king in armour, on horse-back, 
holding a drawn sword in his right hand, his head crowned with laurel, and this 
inscription, iac. dei. gra. mag. bri. fra. et. bib. rex. on the other side the arms 
of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland in four crowned shields, cross-wise, and 
in the center a crown, with christo. victore. trivmpho. and in the four angles of 
the cross ano. bom. 1690. See Plate VII. Numb. 157. Some want the stroke ( — ) 
over the words Ano and Dom. The Crowns, which were molten down and 
coined anew, weigh from eight penny-weight fifteen grains to nine penny-weight 
fifteen grains, and on those that were only restamped, the former impression is 
still visible. 

New half-crown and shilling pieces were at this time coined smaller and lighter 
than the former, but with the same stamps and impressions ; they have likewise the 



k Appendix, No. 84. 
■ Irish hist. lib. p. 172. 



1 Ibid. No. 85. 
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month wherein they were coined, and the king's neck bare. The Half-crown weighs James IL 
from four penny-weight twenty grains to five penny-weight, and the Shilling from ^j **• 
three penny-weight two grains to three penny-weight six grains. See Plate VII. 
Numb. 149 and 155. 

The third proclamation % under pain of death and forfeiture, forbad any person 
whatsoever to give more than thirty shillings in copper and brass money for any 
pistole or French-lewis of gold, and so in proportion for any other piece of Spa- 
nish or French gold ; or for any guinea, more than thirty-eight shillings of the 
said copper and brass money, and so in proportion for any other piece of English 
gold ; or more than seven shillings and six-pence of the same brass and copper 
money for any crown-piece of silver, and so in proportion for any other piece 
of silver. 

By all the beforementioned proclamations, the subjects were ordered to take and 
accept in payments, the said brass and copper money, and any one refusing to receive 
the same, at the rates therein mentioned, was to be punished according to the utmost 
rigor of the law, as contemners of the king's royal prerogative and commands. The 
counterfeiting of this precious coin was declared high-treason, and the exporting or 
importing of it was also forbidden under severe penalties. 

- It appears from archbishop King's state of the protestants of Ireland 1 , and 
from the coins extant, that the metal, this money was made of, was very bad; being 
a mixture of old guns', old broken bells 1 , old copper, brass and pewter taken from 
the absentees *, old kitchen furniture, and the refuse of metals molten down together, t 

<and value*! by the workmen in the mint at no more than three or four pence the pound 
weight"; but when coined into six penny, twelve penny, and half-crown pieces, and 
made current by arbitrary power, it passed at the rate of five pounds sterling the 
pound weight, or eleven thousand two hundred pounds the ton ; when at the real 
value, namely, four pence the pound weight, this compound metal was not worth 
more than thirty-seven pound six shillings and eight pence the ton. But when the 
Half-crown was restamped and made current at five shillings, and the Shilling, or 
Twelve-penny piece made near one half lighter, then did a ton of this metal fetch 
in twenty-two thousand four hundred pounds sterling, and a pound weight of it pass 
at the rate of ten pounds sterling. Archbishop King observes*, that in twelve 
months time, from the first setting up of the mint to the first of July 1690, there 
was coined of this money to the value of nine hundred sixty-five thousand three hun- 
dred and seventy-five pounds sterling. Dean Story flays r , there was not much above 
one million one hundred thousand pounds : but it appears from an abstract of 
that coinage*, that the whole sum amounted to one million five hundred ninety* 

Appendi*, No. 88. Page 152. * Ib.ut supra. 

* Appendix, No: 78. * Ibid. No. 89* T Hist, of Ireland, p. 03. 

' Ibid. No. 90. ' • Madden's MSS. Trin. col. Dublin, cl. F. 

"King's state of the protestants. p. 152. tab. 4. No. 4. . 
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Jamb II. six thousand seven hundred ninety-nine pounds and six pence. The account 
A. D. stands thus. 

1890. 

Weight of Metal. Value. 

Pounds, ounces. £. s. d. 

62422 2K , large shillings 245879 17 

110308 15 / \ large half-crowns 443498 10 

172731 \& . , . )large shillings and half crowns 689378 7 

14080 3 ( C ° Ismail six-pences , . . 49042 6 6 

8914 11 A /small shillings 41800 

21267 m) v small half-crowns 127200 

389724 2£ £-1596799 6 

This weight makes one hundred seventy-three tons nineteen hundred two quarters 
and twenty-one pounds, at four pence per pound, thirty-sev$n shilling's and four 
pence per hundred, or thirty-seven pound six shillings and eight pence per ton, and 
amounts to six thousand four hundred ninety-five pounds eight shillings and four 
pence, which when coined and issued as current money produced one million five 
hundred ninety-six thousand seven hundred ninety-nine pounds and six-pence ; and 
as we must add to this sum, what was produced by the raising of the large half- 
crown pieces, from two shillings and six pence to five shillings, we shall find on 
the second article of this abstract an encrease of four hundred and forty-three thou- 
sand four hundred ninety-eight pounds ten shillings ; and supposing but one half of 
the large shillings in the first article to have been reduced in weight, we shall have 
another encrease of one hundred twenty-two thousand nine hundred thirty-nine 
pounds eighteen shillings and six pence ; a very moderate computation, if we con- 
sider the number of these large shillings, and small half-crowns mentioned in the 
first, third and sixth articles of this abstract. These two sums added to the above 
amount will give us two million one hundred sixty-three thousand two hundred thirty- 
seven pound nine shillings, the produce of six thousand four hundred ninety-five 
pounds, the real value of the metal. There might be a further addition to this large 
jum, if we knew what proportion of the third article was coined into half-crowns 
and re-stamped into crowns, which consequently doubled in value, as also what sums 
were coined into white mixed metal crowns, in pewter pennies and half-pennies. Now 
let the impartial reader judge what a prodigious sum of money was raised by this 
scheme in so short a time ! one hundred and eighty thousand two hundred sixty-nine 
pounds fifteen shillings and nine pence per month. Yet, of all this, when that un- 
happy prince fled from Ireland, there was but little left and found in the mint, not 
above twenty-two thousand four hundred eighty-nine pounds, as appears by the ac- 
counts of lord Coningsby vice-treasurer of Ireland *, and for which he accounted 
as follows. 



" Book of ace 1690, Audit office, Dublin. 
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17393 copper crown* 


4323 valued at 1 each 


72 1 





136503 large half-crowns 


15812 17 


6 


1. 


527 1 


11 


3489 small crowns 


311 2 
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7 15 
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9043 large shillings 
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4757 small ditto 


237 17 
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6000 copper six-pences 
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6 5 





4808 pewter crowns + 


1202 




i 
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James II, 
A. D. 

1690* 



£. 22489 accounted for £.641 19 3£ 

And although great part of this copper and brass money was forced on the pro- 
testants b , by taking their goods and giving them this coin in payment, jet it appears 
from a proclamation c issued the twenty-third of February, 1690, that the Roman 
catholic subjects were far the greater sufferers by it ; since, as the proclamation says, 
it was found by experience, that they had then in their possession the whole, or the 
far greater part of the said coin. What then became of all the gold and silver, the 
produce of this copper money, if those who stood for and in defence of that prince, 
and should have shared in the spoil, were so great sufferers ? he ran away with their 
substance, and left them to shift for themselves. Glorious recompence for so much 
blood spilt in his service ! 

After this prince had left Ireland, another kind of copper and brass money was 
struck by his adherents in Limerick, during the siege of that place, which, from the 
word stamped on their reverse, were called Hibernias. As some of these are thinner, 
others thicket, some larger and some less, and the former legend being still visible 
on many of them, it is plain, that some of the former shillings were only restamped 
there, and the larger pieces molten down and coined anew. They have on one side 
the king's headlaureat, with this epigraphe, iacobvs. ii. del gratia, and on the 
reverse, Ireland represented by a woman sitting and resting upon a harp, holding up 
across in her right hand, and round it hIbernia. 1691. See Plate VII. Numb. 
153. All these different kinds of money have a graining round the edge, or, as the 
proclamations have it, are fringed round. Another kind of pewter half-penny was 
struck in 1689, but where, is uncertain ; the draught of it was sent me by the in- 
genious Mr. Charles Smith of Dungarvan, and is represented in Plate VII. Numb, 
153. It bason one side the figure of the king on horse-back, holding a sword in 
his right hand, and two round specks of brass on the fore and hind part of the horse, 
with this legend, iacobvs. ii. dei. gratia, reverse, two scepters in saltire through * 
crown of brass, crest a lion, and under the crown a harp, the word half. — peny, 
on each side of it, and round the whole, mag. br. fra. et. bib. rex. 1689. It is 

+ In the original, these crowns are called metal crowns. 
Half-crowns, but as no such, as it appears, were b King's state of pro&stants, p. 162. 
coined of pewter, they must be the white mixed / Appendix, No. 0% 
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. jA*»n. very probable that this Half-penny was struck in the mint at Limerick, at the same 
uiJo ** me *^ a * ^ e ^ >rea,en ^ M ^ pewter half-pence and farthings were struck in Dublin ; 
and that they might be the better distinguished from each-other, they had a different 
stamp* The 'same gentleman has favoured me with the draught of a silver piece, 
which I take to be a medal struck on the landing of king James in Ireland. It re- 
presents on one side that prince in his royal robes, the crown on his head, and a 
scepter or staff in his- hand, a ship behind him, and, J^efore, multitudes of people 
waiting to receive him, with this inscription, iacobvb. h.dei. gratia, reverse, two 
scepters in saltire through a crown, with this motto, intemerata. and round the 
'whole, mag. br. fra. et hib. rex. 1689. See Plate VII. Numb. 154. Another 
piece, of white mixed metal, was struck here by this prince, of the bigness of his 
copper Six-prj^e, it has on one side his head laureat, with this inscription, iacobvs. 
n. dei, gratia, reverse, a harp crowned between the figures n — 11, the date 1689 
over it, and this legend, mag. br. fra. et. tore. rex. See Plate VIII. Numb. 177. 
'There are silver pieces with the stamps of the beforementioned copper six pences, 
shillings, half-crowns and crowns, which were either designed for proof-pieces,, 
or for some curious, who happening to be at the mint, gave a piece of silver 
to be struck for them. 
William The first thing king William did, after the glorious and ever-memorable day of 
* nd the Boyne, with respect to the coin of this kingdom, was to issue a proclamation* 
A. D. fr° m his camp at Finglas, near Dublin, whereby he reduced the extravagant value 
1688. of the late copper and brass money, to the value of copper money, formerly current 
* in Ireland. The large copper and brass half-crowns, and new stamped crowns of 
king James, were ordered to pass at one penny each, the small half-crowns at three 
farthings, the large copper shillings and six-pences at one farthing each. 

It is very probable, that the king renewed or confirmed to colonel Roger Moore 
the patent which he had from Sir John Knox, for it appears d , that from this time he 
continued to coin half-pennies and farthings of tapper, and some of pewter c . Those 
of copper have on one side the heads of the king and queen in profile, looking to the 
left, the king's laureat and first, with this inscription, gvuelmvs. et. maria. del 
gratia, reverse, the harp crowned, and mag. br. fr. et. hib. rex. et. regina. with 
the date on each side of the crown, 16— 90. 16— 91. 16—92. 16—93. 16—94. See 
Plate VII. Numh. 158. I have not seen any of the pewter half-pence and farthings^ 
but I am told, they had the same stamp and inscription, with a Utile speck of brass or 
copper in the middle. 

. By a proclamation' of the seventeenth of ^ebruaryj 1692, it appears that a 
proclamation (which I cannot find) had been published some time before for making 
these tin and copper farthings and half-pence current in this kingdom. And on 

* Appendix/ No. 93. by lord Coniugfby. Book Qf Ace. 1090. Audit 

* Hibcrnu Patriot, p. 63, % office. 

* A large number of them is accounted for f Appendix, No. .04. 
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the twettty-tbird of February, this year, another proclamation* was issued by the Willtam 
lords justices and council, for decrying and totally abolishing the brass and copper **<* 
money lately coined by king James ; thereby declaring, that none of it should here- ^ |>/ 
after be paid or received in payment, by or between any persons whatsoever. 1090. 

* Some ill-affected and designing persons having about this time spread some false i(M. 
rumours, as if the copper, and tin half-pence and farthings coined by the then pa- 
tentee, were not to be received in payment, which, might have caused a greit ob- 
struction to the trade of this kingdom ; the lord lieutenant and council thought 
proper, in order to quiet the minds of the people, to issue a proclamation h , the se- 
venteenth of February, declaring, that the said copper and tin half-pence and 
farthings, struck by virtue of the royal patent, and having the stamps and inscriptions 
beforementioned, were to be taken and received in payment, as current money of 
this kingdom. 

After the death of that excellent princess Queen Mary II. new copper half-pence Will-III 
and farthings were struck here, having on one side the king's head laureat, looking A. D. 
to the left, with this epigrapbe, ovueucvs. hi. oei. gra. reverse, the crowned harp ' 

and mag. br. fr. st. Him. rex. with the date on each side of the crown 16—95. 
16—96. $c. See Plate VII. Numb. 159. These and the last mentioned half* 
pence weigh from four penny-weight ten grains to four penny-weight twenty 
grains. 

The value of. gold and silver monies having of lateheen raided abroad, was a great 
inducement to many to transport the current coin out of this kingdom. In order 
therefore to prevent that mischief, it was thought proper to raise likewise the value 
of all foreign gold and silver coins current in Ireland ; and accordingly a procla- 
mation 1 was issued the twenty-ninth of May this year, for raising the said gold and 
silver, and declaring the same to be current within this kingdom^ at the rate* and 
value therein mentioned, viz. 

Weight Value. 

dwt. grs. £. *. d. 

2 4 The Spai^h, or French Pistole...... 48110 

O <Th<$ Spanish, or French Half-pistole w.« 2 4 10 6 

fThe Duostocu 90 16 6 8 

The Half , ditto ;...... ....... 10 8 3 4 

The Quarter, ditto 5 4 1 8 

| J The Mexico, Sevil or Pillw-piece of eight, the Rix-V 
jg) dolkr, or Cross-dollar, and all otkex Dollars, and V 17 5 4 
the French-Lewis, ,.....«.....«.,... r n) 

The Halves, ditto ....... ,........*.»...«, 8 12 2 8 

The Quarters, ditto ........... . # 46 01 4 

< Aftundix, No. 02. ■" > Ibid. >N6. 94. ' IbM. No. 95. 
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yrux.ui Weight. Value, 

£ **• dwt. grs. £. s. d. 

fThe old Peru-piece of eight 17 4 10 

j The Half, ditto 8 18 8 5 

jU The Quarter, ditto 4 6 1 2£ 

® ] The Crusadoe of Portugal 10 80 S 6 



LThe Half, ditto 5 10 19 

Two-pence to be allowed for each grain deficient in the weight of any piece of gold, 
and three half-pence for each half-penny-weight wanting in any piece of silver. And 
although no mention is made in this proclamation, of the value of the English gold 
and silver coins, yet I presume we may date from this time their raising here likewise 
in value, the Guinea to twenty-six shillings ; the Half-guinea to thirteen shil- 
lings; the Crown to five shillings and ten pence; the Half-crown to two shillings 
and eleven pence ; the Shilling to one shilling and two pence ; and the fix-pence to 
seven pence. 
1097. Such great quantities of counterfeit half-pence had been about this time imported 
into this kingdom from Scotland, and other parts beyond the seas, and dispersed in 
the northern parts of Ireland, that there was hardly any other small change to be seen 
or found in those parts, but such rap* or counterfeit coin. For remedying of which 
evil, the lords justices and council issued a proclamation the thirteenth of August * 
to prohibit the importation of this false money, commanding all justices of peace, 
mayors, and other magistrates, and all officers of his majesty's revenue, to seize and 
secure all quantities or parcels of the said counterfeit half-pence, declaring also, that 
all persons concerned or assisting in the importation of the same should be prosecuted, 
according to the utmost rigour of the law. 

Another proclamation ' was issued the tenth of December following, for putting 
a stop to another growing evil of a much more dangerous consequence ; the importing 
or making counterfeit pieces of gold and silver, and uttering them in this kingdom. 
It web therefore ordered, that no person • should import, make, or utter, any coun- 
terfeit piece of gold or silver,, or buy the same knowing it to be so, before it was 
cut through the middle, . or so .defaced and broken, that it could not pass ; strictly 
commanding all judges, justices of the peace, and other officers of justices, duly 
to put the laws of force in this, kingdom, against coiners, and. utterers of false mo- 
ney, in execution ; that tbey might be punished as enemies to the public welfare of 
this land. 

On the twenty-first of February following, a proclamation* came out for 
settling the standard of weights to be used in the weighing of the gold and silver 
monies in this kingdom, and- forbidding any person to make, sell or adjust the 
said weights, except Vincent Kidder> • the person appointed by this proclamation 
for that purpose. t 

k Appendix, No. 06. . ' Ibid; No. 07. - Ibid. No. 08. 
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Several coiners of false money, boring about ibis time fled Aom Vhgland sad WiuJlI 
other places, and Uken refiige in tlm kingflom, where 4bey did continue their wicked ^ a 
and pernicious trade, the lords justices and council issued a proclamation \ com- 
manding all magistrates and officers of justice to apprehend such false coineiy, and 
offering a reward of ten pounds for taking any of them. 

On the second of June, 1701, the last year of this great prince, of glorious and 1701. 
immortal memory, a proclamation was issued , for reducing-Ae value of the several 
species of gold and silver current in this kingdom to. the respective rates therein 
mentioned, viz. 

Weight. Value. 

dwt. grs. £. s. d. 

3 (The Spanish, or French pistole • , 4 8 18 6 

(The Spanish, or French Half-pistole 2 4 9 3 

rTheDucatoon 20 16 60 

The Half, ditto 10 8 S 

The Quarter, ditto 5 4 1 6 



The Mexico, Sevil, or Pillar-piece of eight, Cross- > ,_ q 4 9 
dollar, and other dollars, and the French-Lewis, $ 



en 



The Halves ditto 8 12 2 4| 

The Quarters ditto 4 6 01 2£ 

The old Peru-piece of eight . 17 4 6 

The Half, ditto 8 12 2 3 

The Quarter, ditto 4 6 1 1£ 

The Crusadoe of Portugal 10 20 3 3 

(JThe Half, ditto 5 10 17 

Two pence to be allowed for every grain, wanting in the weight of the gold, and 
three half-pence for every half penny-weight deficient in any. piece of the silver. 

It is thought that at this time, the Guineas, which before passed for tweaty-fSUL< 
shillings were reduced to twenty-three shillings, and the Half-guinea to eleven 
shillings and six-pence; the Crown which passed for five shillings and ten penpe, 
or, as some say, for six shillings,, was reduced to five shillings and five pence ; the 
Half-crown to two shillings, and eight pence half-penny ; the Shilling to one shilling 
and one penny ; and the Six-pence to six pence half-penny. But aal could not find 
the proclamation for it, I must give it as I got it : upon common report. 

There was no money of any kind struck for Ireland during the reign of queen Aim. 
Anne. Some few regulations only were made relating to the currency of money in .^* D * 
this kingdom ; and the first that I find is a proclamation' published the nineteenth 
of August, 1708, whereby, for the more effectual inforcing the several procla- . 17 oa. 
mations beforementioned to regulate the f weights and currency of foreign coins in this 

- Appendix, No. Ofc • Aid. No. 100. » Ibid. No. 101. 
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kfag&ni, flfaaWbdartd, -that all the said coins, though they should wtnt of their 
respective weight, should he paid and received im payment en^Uowanee being made 
of two peace for each grain deficient in the height of any piece of gold, and of 
flwee hatf-pence for every half peury~vteight wanting in the weight of any piece 
of silver ; and that any piece of the and gold* or silver, being standing weight, 
should pass and be received at the ratesinet forth in the said proclamations. 

By another proclamation* of the thirteenth of Jury, this year, the value of fo- 
reign gold and silver coins was ascertained, and the same made current at the re- 
spective rates therein mentioned, viz. 



3 

e 

O 



Weight, 
dwt. grs. 
p-The Spanish Quadruple-pistole ................... « 17 8 

The Spanish, or French Double-pistole 8 16 

The Spanish, or French Pistole 4 8 

The Spanish, or French Half-pistole . 2 4 

The Spanish, or French Quarter-pistole 1 2 

The Moidore of Portugal 6 22 

The Half-moidore 3 11 

The Quarter-moidore 1 17£ 



Value. 
£. s. . d. 
3 14 
1 17 
18 6 
9 3 

* 7| 

1 10 
15 
T 6 



1714. 



17 4 9 



fTheDucatoon 20 16 6 

The Half, ditto .....10 8 3 

The Quarter ditto 5 4 16 

• The Mexico, Sevil, or Pillar-piece of eight, the 
Cross-dollar, and other Dollars, and the French- 
Lewis 

jj J The Hart es, ditto ft 

«S | The Quarters, 4 

' The old Peru-pieee of eight ... v 17 

The Half, ditto 8 

** "' The Quarter, ditto 4 

The Crusadoe of Portugal 10 

i |_The Harf, ditto 5 

With the allowances before mentioned, for any deficiency of weight in any of the-' said 
pieces of gold or silver respectively. 

On the twenty-fourth of July, this year, another proclamation' was published, 
for making the New French Lewis d'Or and silver current in this kingdom, .at tike 
following rates, vtc. /.../. 



13 
6 


Id 

e 
so 

10 



o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
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3 
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Weight. Value. Amr*. 

dwt. grs. £. *. d. A. D. 

-(The French U*wi*-d'Or of die new species ...... .... 5 5 12 

J <The Half, ditto , % 14f- 11 

° (The Quarter, ditto , 1 l\ 5 6 

' u (The French Silver Lewis of the new species ..«••.•• •• 19 15 056 

J < The Half, ditto . 9 18£ * 9 

ffi (The Quarter, ditto 4 21£ 1 4£ 

With such allowances as above, and all the aforementioned gold or silver pieces 
being standing weight to be paid, and received in payment, at the above respective 
rates*. 

On the fifth of May, 1718, a proclamation • was issued by the lords justices and Geo. I. 
council, for the more effectual inforcing of the two last proclamations, which it ^- *?* 
recites, declaring that no gold or silver money should be paid without weighing the 1718.' 
tame, and making such allowances for any deficiency of weight as in the said pro- 
clamation is set forth. 

This year, his majesty granted a patent to William Wood, Esq ; for the term of 1722. 
fourteen years, for the sole privilege of coining copper Half-pence and Farthings 
in England, for the use of Ireland, " The whole quantity for that space of time, 
" being limited to three hundred and sixty tons of copper, a pound of copper to be 

* By an English stat. 8 Ann. (made perpetual of any person not employed in some of the queen's 
4 Geo* I. cap. 9.) it is enacted, cap. 45, that if mints, any person may seize the same, and carry 
any person shall mark on the edges any counter- them to some justice of the peace to be produced 
feit coin resembling her majesty's coin, or other in evidence against that person who shall be pro- 
coin made, or which shall be made current in this secuted for such offences. Cap. 51. Any person 
kingdom, with letters, grainings, or other mark to whom any gold or silver money shall be ten* 
like those on the edges of money coined in the dered, any pieces whereof may be s— p e ut^d t» 
queen's mfat, or other current coin in this king, be counterfeit, may cut, .break, or deface the same, 
dom, every such offender, his aiders and abettors, sjnd thereupon appearing to be counterfeit, the 
shall be gtilty of high treason. Cap. 46. If any. tenderer shall bear the loss, but appearing to be 
person shall colour, gild, or case over with gold lawful, the person who cut it shall take it at its 
or silver, or any wash or materials producing the currency. Cap. 52. If any dispute arise, whe- 
color of gold and silver, any coin resembling ther the piece so cut be counterfeit, it shall be 
her majesty's coin, or other com made, or which d e termi ned by the chief officer of the place where 
shall be made current in this kingdom, or any tendered, if a city, or town corporate; or if not, 
figured blanks of base metal, or coarse gold or by the next justice of peace of the county, who 
silver, of the size of milled money, or gild over may administer an oath as they shall sec conve* 
silver blanks of fit size, and figure, to be coined nient for determining any question relating to the . 
into pieces resembling the current gold doln of thfs said piece. ' Cap. 53. All officers concerned in 
kingdom, every such person, his aiders and tf bet- ' the receipt of her majesty's revenue, may cut or ' 
tors, shall be guilty of high-treason. Cap. 47. deface every piece of counterfeit or unlawfully 
If any instrument or engine, used or designed for diminished silver money tendered them for her 
coining or counterfeiting gold or silver money, majesty's use. , 
shall be found concealed in the house or possession * Appendix, ( No. 104* 
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Geo. I. " coined into two shillings and six pence ; , one hundred tons to be issued the first 

year ^ and twenty tons each year for the thirteen remaining years ; a rent of eight 

hundred pounds per annum being reserved to his majesty, and two hundred 

pounds per annum to his majesty's clerk-comptroller, to be paid annually by the 

patentee, for the full term of fourteen years. ' ' c Had the whole quintity of copper 

limited by the patent been coined, the three hundred and sixty tons at two shillings 

add six pence per pound, would have amounted in current value to one hundred thou- 

sand -eight hundred pounds, and, as the copper, according to Sir Isaac Newton's 

report, of the twenty-seventh of April, 1724, was not worth in the market above 

twelve or thirteen pence the pound, the whole quantity would not have cost in Bristol 

above forty thousand three hundred and twenty pounds, the difference therefore id 

favour of the patentee would have been sixty thousand four hundred and eighty 

pounds, out of which deducting fourteen thousand pound, the reserved rent for 

fourteen years, there would have still remained forty-six thousand four hundred and 

eighty pounds for his profit and expences of coinage. But as €< these Half-pence 

" were not so equally coined in weight as they should have been," * had the patentee 

been permitted to go on he would have made a much larger profit, to the very great 

disadvantage of Ireland. 

As this affair made a great noise, both in this kingdom and in England, I shall, 
in order to clear this matter, beg leave to give the following account. On several 
parcels of these Half-pence being sent over, at different times by Mr. Wood, in or- 
der to be issued out and uttered, a small number out of each parcel were taken at 
random, weighed, and divided into four sorts, viz. 



The different Parcels. 



The first sort 

The second sort • • . • 
The third sort . .... 
The fourth sort. • . . . 
The mean proportion 



Weight o 
IHalf-pe. 



f) Number in a pound. 



ISOgrs. 

in 6 

103 
196 
107 5 



Integers. 



58 
68 
67 
72 
65 



Decimals. 



33 
06 
96 
91 
11 



Current value 



d. 



29 
.31 
33 
36 
32 



^d 




1 
1 


1 



Dec. 



33 
06 
96 
91 
11 



If the first sorthad been coined 

If the second sort 

If the third sort 

If the fourth sort , 

If in the mean proportion 

If according to the patent ,, ... 



• • • 



Quantity 
coined. 



360 
tons 



Intrinsic 
value. 



£. 

40320 



Current value. 



*. *. d. 

97994 8 

105940 16 

114172 16 

122488 16 

109384 16 

100800 00 



Loss to the 
public. 



£. «. d. 
57674 8 
65620 16 
73852 16 
82168 16 
69064 16 
60480 00 



• Report of the Committee 44 Jul/, 1734. ' • Sir Inac Newton's Report, *7 April, 1724. 
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Thus the public would have lost, at a medium, sixty-nine thousand and sixty- Geo. I. 
(our pounds sixteen shillings, and even had Mr. Wood made his Half-pence of the ^J?- 
weight limited by the patent, yet the loss to this kingdom would have amounted to 
sixty thousand four hundred and eighty pounds, every half-penny in the .pound weight . 
exceeding the number directed by the patent, giving the patentee one thousand six 
hundred and eighty pounds profit. I shall further observe, that the English half- 
pence being but forty-four 'half pieces to the pound, three hundred and sixty. tons, 
would make in current money seventy-four thousand seven hundred and sixty pounds 
only, that is, twenty-seven thousand seven hundred and twenty pounds less than by 
the patent for Ireland. 

For these reasons, the lords justices and council, both houses of parliament, and 
the grand-juries of the city and county of Dublin, petitioned his majesty \ to put 
a stop to the currency of these Half-pence ; and accordingly Mr. Wood, in 1784, 
surrendered his patent 7 . About seventeen thousand pounds value* of these Half- 
pence and Farthings were sent over and uttered in this kingdom in the years 
1723 and 1723. 

• These coins have on one side the king's head laureat, looking to the left with this 
inscription, geoboius. del gratia, rex. reverse, Ireland represented by a woman sit- 
ting, holding a palm-branch in her right hand, resting her left on a harp, and round 
it, hibernia. 1722.— 1723.— 1724. Another Half-penny and Farthing of 1722 1734. 
have the figure of Ireland, on the reverse, sitting also, but holding the harp with 
her two hands, and hibernia 1722. See Plate VII. Numb. 160 and 161. These 
are a much handsomer coin, than the English copper-ones of that prince, the head 
more resembling his majesty, and in the opinion of Sir Isaac Newton 1 who tried 
them, the best copper money that had been, yet, made for Ireland. 

This year a proclamation was issued, the twenty-second of Januaiy b , for 1735. 
making the new gold coin of Portugal current in this kingdom, at the rates 
following, viz. 

Weight. Value, 
dwt. grs. £. s. d. 

The New gold coin of Portugal 18 9 4 00 

The Half, ditto 9 5 2 

The Quarter, ditto 4 15 1 

The Half-quarter, ditto 2 8 10 

The Sixteenth, ditto * 13 5 0' 

an allowance of two pence for each grain deficient in the weight «f any piece of 
said gold. 



* Historical-Register, 1724. Report of the reduce his coinage from j£. 100000 to j£. 40000. 

Committee, 1724, and the Bib. Patriot. Ap- Contin. of Rapin. toL iii. p, 975. edit Dublin, 

pendix, No. 105. 1748. 

' Leake, p. 419. ■ Newton's report 

. • Ibid. Mr. Tindal says that Wood agreed to ♦ Appendix, No. 100. 
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Gea.il For Mine yean past, die want of mall charge was so great* that (several persons 
in the Norths and ether parte of the kingdom were obliged to make copper and 
silver tokens, -which they passed as promissory Botes among their workmen, cus- 
tomers, and neighbours, those of copper for two pence, and those of silver tor 
three pence ; the inscription on the first is, I promise to pay the bearer two pence, 
and on the other, I promise to pay the bearer threepence, and each has the name of 
the person who issued them, with the place of his abode. I have some of these' 
tokens struck at Armagh, Belfast, Dromore, Lurgan and Porta-down ; and pro- 
bably the like were stamped in other places. In Dublin, Mr. James Maculla, a 
. brazier, issued a very neat copper penny and half-penny, haying on one side this in- 
scription, I promise to pay the bearer on demand twenty pence for these, and on the 
reverse, Cash notes vol. received, 1729, James Manilla. i° or £ D . 
1736. In order to remedy the many inconveniencies, which affected the trade, and par- 
ticularly the linen-manufacture of this kingdom, by the want of good copper money, 
his majesty was this year graciously pleased at the humble request of the lords jus- 
tices and council of Ireland, to direct that a proper agent should be appointed to 
contract for fifty tons of copper, to be delivered to the master-of his majesty's mint, 
in his tower of London, and also to authorise and command the said master of his 
mint to receive from such person, as the lord lieutenant, or the lords justices, or any 
of them, should appoint and contract with for that purpose, fine copper, which, 
when heated red hot, would spread thin under the hammer without cracking, and 
out of the same to coin fifty tons, or such greater quantity as should be necessary 
for the service of this kingdom, one sixth part in farthings, and firi* sutths in half- 
pence, of such size as that fifty two Half-pence, and one hundred and four Farthings 
may make a pound avoirdupois, excepting only such errors by accident, not by design, 
as might happen by the unequal size of the bars, not exceeding the thirtieth part of 
a pound weight. And that big majesty's effigies with the inscription, Qeergias h. Rex y 
should be stamped on one. side of each piece, the Irish harp crowned on the other 
side, and over it the word Hibernia, with the date of the year under it ; directions 
were also given to the monier of the mint that none of this money should be distributed 
before it had been properly and-duly assayed 

His majesty was likewise graciously pleased to direct, .that. the costs of the said 
fifty tons of copper, and all charges attending, the coining and ttansmftting the flaid 
coin into this kingdom, should be paid by his vice-treasurer, receiver-general, or 
pay-master-general of this kingdom, or their deputies for the time. being, and that 
whatever profit should arise from the said coinage, after the above necessary expences 
defrayed, should be made good to the nation, and go into the public revenue at large 
of this kingdom, to be employed, a$ any part of the unemployed revenue of the same 
is employed. Supposing therefore that the copper cost thirteen pence pet* pound., 
the fifty tons, at twenty hundred per ton, will amount to five thousand two hundred 
and sixty-six pounds thirteen shillings and four pence sterling, and the produce when 
coined, at the rate of fifty-two batf-^penoe to a pound, -will be ten thousand £ve 



IN ESSAY ON IRISH COINS. 73 

hundred and thirty-three pounds six shillings and eight pence English, of which de- Geo. II. 
ducting the charges of coining and expences from London to Dublin, the remaining A. D. 
surplus is to he accounted for and brought into the public revenue, without any l 
profit to his majesty or loss to the nation. 

A certain quantity of this money was accordingly coined in the tower of London 1737. 
and sent over in April, 1737 ; and after having been duly assayed before his majesty's 
council, by the assay-master of Ireland, the lords justices and council, by his ma- 
jesty's order, issued a proclamation* the sixth of May-following, for making this 
coin current in this kingdom, as also for continuing the currency of such other good 
copper money, as was before coined and current in the same by virtue of any patent 
granted by his majesty's Predecessors ; declaring at the same time, that the said cop- 
per money, either old or new, shall. not be inforced on the subjects, but that it 
shall be paid to such only as are willing to receive it, and not above six-pence value 
in any one payment. Any person presuming to make, vend, or utter, any other half- 
pence or farthings, or other pieces of brass or copper, or other base metal, or other 
than the copper money coined under the said patents, or that now is, or shall be 
hereafter coined in his majesty's tower, of London .for the use of this kingdom, or 
that shall counterfeit any of the said copper money, such persons to be prosecuted 
with the utmost rigour of the law. 

This coin is certainly beautiful and very neatly stamped, having on one side his ma- 
jesty's head laureat, with short hair and the neck bare, looking to the right and this 
inscription, georgivs. or geobgius. ii. rex. reverse the harp crowned, with the word 
HiBERNiA, above, and under it the date of the year of each coinage, 1736.— 1737.— - 
1738—1741 —1742.— 1744.— 1746.— 1747.— 1748. and on the Farthings 1737.— 
1738. — 1744. The Half-penny weighs from one hundred and thirty-four grains to 
one hundred and thirty-five grains troy, and the Farthings from sixty-four to seventy- 
one grains. See Plate VIII. Numb. 170 and 171. 

The great disproportion in value between such gold and silver coins, as had been 
made current in this kingdom by the several proclamations before-mentioned, (the 
gold being rated at about two and a half per cent, more than the silver,) proved a 
great temptation to many to melt down the silver coin, to transport it as bullion, 
and even to carry it away in species, in defiance of the several laws and statutes in 
force in this kingdom. To remedy this mischief, several schemes were offered to 
the government, and many curious dissertations wrote on that subject ; it was at last 
thought proper to bring the go Id and silver to near a par, by lowering the value of 
the first ; wherefore a proclamation f was issued by the lords justices and council, 
the twenty-ninth of September this year, for ascertaining the rates of such fo- 
reign gold species as are thereby made current in this kingdom, at the rates 
following, viz. * 

• Appendix, No. 107. ' Ibid. No. 108. 
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Gso.II. Weight Value. 

£ * dwt. grs. £. a. d. 

17979 TheGhtmeaat...* «.... 12 9 

The Half-Guinea 11 4* 

TheMoidore 6 22 1 9 3 

The Half-moidore 3 11 14 8 

The Quarter-moidore 1 • 17£ 7 4 

The Quadruple-pistole ....17 8 3 13 

The Spanish, or French Double-pistole 8 16 1 16 6 

The Spanish, or French Pistole 4 8 18 3 

The Spanish, or French Half-pistole , ,.. 2 4 9 2 

The Spanish, or French Quarter-pistole ••.••••••* .* .. . 1 2047 

The French Lewis-d'or of the new species 5 5 12 

The French Half-Lewis-d'or 2 14£ 11 

The French Quarter Lewis-d'or 1 7{ 5 6 

The piece of new gold coin of Portugal 18 10£ 3 17 8 

The Half-piece, ditto 9 5£ 1 18 10 

The Quarter-piece, ditto ...i... 4 I4£ 19 6 

The Half-quarter, ditto 2 7f 9 10 

The Sixteenth, ditto 1 3£ 4 11 

Two-pence for a grain, one penny for half a grain, and one half-penny for one quarter; 
of a grain, to be allowed on any such deficiency in the weight of any of the aforesaid 
pieces of gold; which, though of standing weight are hereby ordered to pass, and 
to be taken as if they weighed down the scale. 

This regulation was no doutyt intended for the good of this kingdom and calcu- 
lated with no other view than to preserve and keep at home the silver species current 
in this country : but experience has taught us, that those who laid that scheme were* 
mistaken in its consequence. We have indeed guineas in greater plenty, than we had 
before, but generally so light, that whoever has an hundred of them, and dunks to 
have one hundred and thirteen pounds fifteen shillings intrinsic value, will often find, 
if he weighs them, that he has net in fact above the value of an hundred and six 
pounds five shillings, at a moderate medium ; whereas, if before the reduction of 
the gold he had an hundred moidors of full weight, he was sure to have Me hundred 
and fifty pounds, or at least one hundred and forty-four pounds eleven shillings and 
eight pence, if according to Sir- Isaac Newton's Tables, they be intrinsically worth 
twenty-seven shillings and nine pence English, which in Irish currency is twenty-nine 
. shillings and eleven pence, (though they are by this proclamation reduced to twenty- 
nine shillings and threepence, he could therefore lose but five pounds eight shillings 
and four pence on his hundred and fifty pounds, whereas he loses seven pound ten shil- 
lings on his hundred light guineas ; and thirty-four poun^ twelve shillings and three 
pence (at a moderate medium) of the real, intrinsic value of the silver, if he keeps 
one hundred and fifty pounds in such English shillings and six-penny-pieces, as are 
mostly current at present here. 
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'Che teluM proposed by same other*, was, as I take it, nweb bettsi adapted to Geo. IL 
the circumstance of Ireland ; I mean the raising the value of the silver species for- 
merly current m thi* kingdera t# a per with that of the gold; hadthis bee* done, it 
would have prevented the welting of silver, which k daily wrought into plate or 
transported abroad : This mischief is grown to such a. pitchy that a new* or well 
patsaavcd eaown or half-crown is become a great rarity, even aaaonff the curious : 
They no sooner appear than they disappear. What silver is now left, is some English 
money, not worth melting, shilling pieces hardly worth nine pence or tan pence, and 
six*penny pieces not words a groat. 

This must continue to be the case, while silver is under rated here, and passes at- 
aless value than in England, where bullion, is sold at a median* at five shillings and 
six pence the ounce, and here among the goldsmiths at five shillings and nine pence,, 
so that at a moderate tfunpntatiio^ ortwfr 

shillings and eight pence profit in about every fifteen ounces of bullion sent abroad/ 
which together with the undervaluation of the crown silvec, makes a difference, oft 
abren pound otie shilling and nine pence per cent. " All these difficulties/' says. Mr. 
Prior in his excellent discourse on coins,* " would be effectually removed* by* hairing 
a aHnt established in Ireland, and several species of copper, silver and gold coin* 
made of such a standard, weights and value compared with the English asi should 
be thought proper and convenient for us." 

From what has been said before it appears that from the year 872, down to the 
reign of Edward VI. there were mints, and money coined in Ireland for the service 
of the kingdom: €t since therefore," as another very judicious author observes, h 
it was not deemed contrary to the interest of England, to allow the people of 
Ireland the benefit of a mint, when the kings of England made a profit by their 
duty 6f 8eignorage l ; it cannot be supposed, that a mint in Ireland will at any 
time interfere with the interest of England, when the expences of coinage is de- 
frayed by the public, and no profit ariseth from it to the king's treasury. On 
the other hand, it evidently appears to be the interest of England, that there should 
be a mint in Ireland ; for then the people of Ireland would not be under a necessity 
of bringing over English coin, which they are now forced to do, notwithstanding 
the severe laws made in England to prohibit the exportation of it." King 
Chades I. as we have seen before had resolved to have a mint erected ii| ftobUn*: 
but yvai prevented by the civil wars in England; and king Charles II. granted a,^. 
teat for coining here small pieces of silver : when therefore the necessity of a mint ia 
this kingdom and its real advantage for carrying on our linen manufacture is. well 
considered, "it is to be hoped k that his most gracious majesty, out of affection for 
" his faithful people of Ireland, will be pleased to grant them this favor, wjuch; 
" doth not in the least interfere with the interest of any of his other subjects, since it 
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• T. Prior on Coins, p. 61. 

* Bindon on Trade, p. 241. 

1 Three thousand pound a year. Carte's life 
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of Ormond, toI. i. Appendix, No. 38. 
" T. Prior, p. 62. 
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1748. 



oily relates to ourselves, and is desired only to remove the many incouveniencies 
" we suffer in our domestic commerce/' 

From what has been said in the foregoing sheets, the judicious and unprejudiced 
reader may draw a fair and just parallel between the former and present state of the 
coin in this kingdom, between the tyrannical, arbitrary government of some former 
reigns, and the lenity and justice of the present under the illustrious house now on 
the throne : under the one every act of government was done ex motuproprio, by the 
prince's own will ; under the present, what has been done with regard to the current 
coin of Ireland, was by a gracious condescension to the humble request and repre- 
sentation of the lords justices and council ; as every other act of government has been 
done with the concurrence of the lords and commons in parliament assembled. Our 
religious and civil liberties are maintained, and protected, and law and justice ad- 
ministered to every subject without distinction. And every subject, who hath any 
of his own happiness, or any regard for that of his posterity, will doubtless 
i in the most sincere and hearty wishes, that the reign of his Majesty King Gnoses 
j be long and prosperous ; and that the invaluable blessing of an established legal 
stitution, by which these kingdoms are distinguished amongst all the nations of 
earth j may be continued down, as long as time shall last, under the gover nment 
a prince of his Majesty's Royal House. 



ADDENDA. 



SlNCE the foregoing sheets were printed, I have seen in a curious collection of 
coins, in the possession of Ralph Howard, Esq ; a Half-groat of Henry VIII. with 
the arms of England on one side, and On the other, the crowned harp between the 
letters h. a. See Plate VIII. Numb. 172; the Half-crown struck by the rebels in 
1642. Same Plate Numb. 173 ; and the Farthing coined by Sir, Thomas Armstrong, 
in 1660. Numb. 174. 
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De Monetd nigrd. 



No. I. J&EX custodi terras sua Iftbermss, vel ejus locum tenenti, salutem. Licet Rymarti 
nuper, dato nobis intelligi quod quidam homines Hibernid, quam nigram monetam, Act. Pub. 
vocatam Turneys, in partibus Hibernias fabrtaui fecerunt, ft tarn ipsi, quam alii, 113. 
per monetam illam mercandisas, victualia, ft alia emunt, vendunt, ft exercent, ad An.1330. 
deteriorationem monetae nostras de sterlingo, ft nostri dampnum non modicum & 

prasjudicium manifestum, vobis mandaverimus quod in civitatibus, burgis, yillis 

mercatoriis, ft aliis locis, in terrft prasdictfi, public^ proclamari, ft ex parte nostrft 
firmiter inhiberi faceretis, ne quis mercandisae, victualia, seu alia quascumque per 
praedictam nigram monetam, emere, vendere, seu exercere prassumeret, sub foris . 
factura monetas ft jrerum earumdem, — Quia tamen, ex parte communitatis. terras 
nostras praedicte, accepimus qudd prastettu inhibitionis ft proclamations prasdic-* 
tarum, maximum dampnum, tarn nobis, quim hominibus terras nostras prodicte, 
pro defectu monetae de sterlingo, eo quod dicta nigra moneta ibidem ex causft pre- 
dictft currere non potest, de die in diem evenit, ft majora, processu tempo™, evenire 
formidantur, nisi super hoc celeri&s apponatur remedium oportunum. Volentes 
utilitati nostras & hominum nostrorum terras prasdictas prospicerein hac parte, vobis 
mandamus qu6d habito cum illis de concilio nostro partium illaruro avisamento 
pkniori si vobis constare poterit qudd majus commodum nobis & hominibus terras 
prasdictas accresceret si hujusmodi nigra moneta ibidem currat, quam inhihitio ft 
proclamatio prasdicte teneantur, tunc in civitatibus, burgis, villis mercatoriis, ft 
aliis locis in terr & prfedictft, tarn infra iibertates, quam extra, obi expedite videritis;— 
Publicd proclamari facialis qu6d dicta nigra moneta in terrfi pnedictA currat, ft ea 
ibidem utatur quousque de alift x motoetft pro terrfl. praedictR provideri fecerimus, 
v£l aliter inde duxerimus demaadandum proclamation & inhihikione praedictis, 
per yob juxta mandatum nostrum pr«dictum vobis prius directum, factis . non 
obstantibus. ^i 
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Teste Edwardo ducc Cornubiae, & comite Cestrie, filio regis carissinto, cus- 
tode AngUas, apud Berkhampstede, 13° die Juniij — per ipsum custodem & 
concilium. 

Rymer; No. II. Decuneis in Hiberniam mittendis. Rex dilecto clerico suo Johanni de 

104. * * Flete custodi cambii nostri Londonias, salutem. Cum per nos &- concilium nostrum. 

An. 1339. ordinatum existat, quod moneta denariorum sterlingorum, obolorum & ferlingorum 
ad Cambium nostrum wHibprnijfcflpud Dnblkiwm pro nortno & populi nostri partium 
illarum commodo febrieetuf, per 'quod riupfcr Yobis' mandavimua, quod octo paria 
CuHeorum pro denariis sterlingorum, octo paria Cuneorum pro obolis, A octo paria 
Cuneorum pro ferlingis, apud dictum Cambium nostrum Londoniie sine dilatione 
fieri & ea attornato dilecti clerici nostri magistri Johannis Rees, thesaurarii nostri 
Hibernise fti hac parte, pro fabricatione denariorum, obolorum, & ferlingorum 
prtedictorum liberati faceretis, ad dictas partes Hiberniae, ex causft prsedictft, eidem 
thesaurario nostro deferenda, vobk mandamus quod si Cunea pradicta praefato at- 
tornato nUndum liberaveritis, tunc, eadem octo paria Cuneorum pro denariis ster- 
lingorum, octo paria Cuneorum pro obolis, & octo paria Cuneorum pro ferlingis, 
,' T - ; fetfefttis iq Ca&oelkriA nosto& die Jotia ptofcmo ff tur<» vbiwOHina iyqc ' fuerit pug* 
fate attormto ibkkw, in p*i&wffeti& Ctatidteii nostri UbcNVfb; 4 hoc m^lstanua 
ottiiitatis & <le custubt*, qua* in frcturfi ft itopresiiopa. eorumdem Cipjqo^uia «*-. 

.••:,,. tipn^bilitor apposueritis, cum idles. server imils vofcis in compote vetfjrq dabkam alio- 
efcttooem habe* e fameum*/ 

Teste* Edwafdo duce Comubw & comite Ctafrie, filio nostro Cariasimoj ctw- 
i tode Anglian apud Kebyngtoa prima die AfartiL — per cantfUimp. 

Rot Tar. , Na. III. At a par Ua*wnt bdd at Trytwwj the Friday n&t after } tfae Epiphany* 

w^H?f . ^* e J«bn«ri of Shrewsbury, the king's lieutenant, 

Ana 447. Gup. 88. For that, Abe ©lipping of the cou& of our sovereign l$rd the king, bath 
momA divers men in this laad of Ireland/ to wJato&it the; awe cftjnj.to tkegreftb 
damageand destruction of the said land, aod is like to do more hereafter. Where- 
Cow it it or daimd and agreed by authority of tht»,pi*sent parliament, that no money, 
ao clipped be reeved in any place of, said lead* from the first day of May next U» 
to conrt* nor the money called Q Reyly'a money, <frr afcy,othelr ttnjawfal money,, so tfct 
one ooyser be ready at tb^ sai4 dliy io inakf^ tb^rCM^a. . . 

Ibidem. Noi IV. At a pat litanatt held at Maas, the Friday ne*t *fier tta Feast of AH- 

A1L1457 a " lil * <Mibn Thanw * CitB-JMbmnio^ Earl of IWdtae, deputy. to> Ritbjud duke of 
TforkfeAeking^keutenaot. i . 

/•Cap, W. As Iceland is greatly impoverished by, ;the dafy eaportation of silver, 
plate; bfoken.silver» bullion and wedges <rf silver, apliby the gj^ clipping of the 
aoiflr by Irish snnemiee, and English febefe* «hj; tah>ch>tbe coin is diminished and 
greatly impaired, afd the Irieh raortey t*lfe& tibti Q Reyky's daily encranes; it i* 
tkcMbre tnactsd, by the auibof ity , aAmesaad^.tfaUjQffiefy pecsofi.Mdbo <teries bmbebr 
aibrer, . bullion, or wtdgea^f -silver out txfi^ua^and; ^Aati pay firtr; ouatqm to tbe kingr 
twelve pence for every ounce; except lords and messengers going ta,£tgtaatk 
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mpen business of the public, who may carry plate with them, according to their 
degrees. 

No. V. At a parliament held at Drogheda before Richard duke of Yojkp, lordBotTur. 

lieutenant: j SjblTvx. 

Cop. 2. Enacted, That the English Noble of lawful weight shall pass in Ireland An. 1460,. 
at the value of eight shillings and four pence; the Half- Noble at four shillings and 
two pence, the Quadrant-d'Or of the same coyn and weight at two shillings and one 
penny. The Grass of London, York and Calais, not clipped within the extreme 
circle, at five pence, the Demy-Gross at two pence half-penny, the Denier at one 
penny farthing ; the Gross clipped at four pence, the Demy --Gross clipped at twp 
pence, the Denier clipped at one penny. And ae not only the datchy of Normandy, 
but also the dutchy of Guienne, when they were under the obedience of the realm of 
England, yet were bo less separate fr6m the lerw& and statutes of England; ^nd had 
also coynes for themselves different from the eoyne of England ; so IreWnd, though ; 
It be under the obedience of the same realm, is nevertheless separate from it, and from 
all the laws and statutes of it, only such as aw there by the lords spiritual and tern* 
poral and commons freely admitted and accepted of in parliament or great council, 
by which a proper oeyne separate from the eoyne of England was with more convex 
nienee agreed to be had in Ireland under two forms; the one of the weight of half- 
quarter of an ounce troy weight, on which shall be imprinted on one aide a lyon, nnd 
on the other side a crown, called an Irlandes d'argeat, to past for the value of one 
penny sterling ; the other of vg. ob. of troy weight, having imprinted on one parjt 
of it a crown, and on the other part a cross, called a Patrick., of which .eight shall 
pass for one Denier. That a Gross be made of the weight of three denief siterjftng, 
and to pass for four deniers sterling, which shall have imprinted on it on one aide a 
crown, and on*the other side a crass like the ceyne of Calais, bearing about the cross 
in writing the name of the place where the ceyne is made; and that epery pegaqn, 
who brings bullion to the mint, obgfct to .receive and have for every oupce^>f 
silver, troy weight, nine of the said Grosses of the indue of tfjusee denier*. That 
the coyne called the Jack be hereafter of no value and void, and thaft, the above 
coynes be made in the castles of Dublin and Trymme. This act to commence oa 
St. Patricks day. 

Adjourned to Monday after Trinity-Sunday, and then enacted; That the Rider 
of lawful weight pass at four shillings, the Ducket of full weight at fpur shillings, 
and two pence, the Jean of full weight at four shillings; and two pepce, the Cjpqwq 
at three shillings and four penoei the Burgoigne- Noble at six shillings .and eight 
pence, the Salute at four shillings asul twopence; and if any of said gold or of th$ 
English-Noble, Demy-Noble, or Quadrant of gold, be not of full weight, that a, 
proportionable abatement be made. As there is great variance in the receipt of the 
Gross, Demy-Gross and Denier, it is enacted, that the Gross and Demy-gross having 
the second-circle clear and not clipped, and if any writing appears above the* said circle 
in two quarters, that then the Gross shall pass for five pence, and the Demy-Gross 
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for two pence half-penny, and that all deniers, that pan in Bpgfandy shall past ban 

^ for one penny farthing ; that the Denier with the cross called Irlandes be utterly void* 

1 ' and that in lieu of it a penny be struck in silver/ having the weight of the fourth 

part of the New-Gross of Ireland to be imprinted, and inscribed as the New- 

Gross. 

RotTnr. No. Vl. At a parliament held at Dublin, before Thomas Fits -Maurice earl of 

1 ^J°fyKildare, lord deputy. 

An. 1460. Cap: 4. Enacted, that a coyne of silver be struck, i. e. leMaille of silver, and 
Qtiadrant, and that the said coyne bear the same writing and crown as the New Denier 
bears, and that they be made according to the rate of the new Denier ; and that the 
said coyne be made in the castle of Dublin, and that the said Maille and Quadrant be 
taken and received in said Land. 
Ibidem, No. VII. At a parliament held in Dublin, before Sir Rowland Fitz Eustace, lord 
An. 1401 Portlester, deputy to George duke of Clarence. 

Cap. 6. As great variances have arose between the king's subjects for want of 
small coyne for change, viz. the Denier and Quadrant ; it is enacted, that a coyne of 
copper mixed with silver be made within the castle of Dublin, having on one side the 
print of a cross, and on the other part a crown, of which four shall be taken for a 
penny ; and that the said coyne shall have graven, within the circumference of the 
said cross, the napie of the place where it is made, and on the other part suns and 
roses in the circumference of the said crown, and that no sum shall be struck exceeding 
an hundred marks, and provided that it be of no manner of prejudice to the patent 
granted to Germyn Lynch. 
Ibidem, No. VIII. At a parliament held at Wcys, (Wexford) before Thomas earl of 
AlL J^ M# Desmond, deputy to George duke of Clarence. 

Cap. 32. An act for confirming letters patents made to Germyn Lynch of London, 
goldsmith, for. coining money, the substance of which letter patent is as follows, 
viz. Edwardus, &c. we have ordained Germyn Lynch of London, goldsmith, warden 
and master-worker of our moneys and coynes within our castle of Dublin, and within 
our castle of Trymme, and graver of the punsons of the said monie and coynes to 
occupy by himself or deputy during his life, giving him and them authority to make 
all our said moneys and coines, according to the tenor and effect of our estatute or 
estatutes by authority of a parliament holden at Drogheda before Richard late duke 
of Yorke then lord lieutenant, on the Friday after the Feast of St. Blase the bishop, 
38 Hen. VI. — We give full power to the said Germyn Lynch and his deputy, during 
his life, to make all our said money and coines, and to do all things needful thereto 
within the town of Galway, that is, to make a piece of silver running at and of the 
value of four Deniers, whereof one hundred and twenty shall go tp the pound of 
troy, and to the ounce of the same ten ; whereof the master to answer us of one plate 
of every such pound so made for the coinage, and the merchant one hundred and 
fourteen plates, and the master to have the other five plates to his use. — And also 
another piece of silver coine, of the value of two deniers, whereof two hundred and 
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forty to gb to the pound, or to the ounce af the tame twenty, with proportionable 
allowance u before:— Also another piece of silver coyne of the value of one Denier, 
whereof four hundred and eighty go to the pound, and to tile ounce of the a»me 
forty, with proportionable allowance as before; and thai the ounce of every of the 
aforesaid money coyned, shall be departed in like -form after the said affera^ce and 
rate. — Alao eight pieces of brass running at And of tjie value of one penny of our 
aaid ail ver.«— That all the aforesaid moneys and coynes of silver and brass shall be 
imprinted and bear scripture, and be of the weight, allaje and fyness, as is specified 
in the satd statute or statutes«-+~We give fall power tp die aaid Germyn or his deputy 
mi deputies during his life, to make and strike in the aaid castles and town, and every 
of them, four pieces of brass or copper tuaaing at one penny of our said silver, to 
be imprinted with the figure of. a bishop's bead, and a scripture of this word Patrick 
about the same head On the outside,* and. with a cross with this word Salvator then 

« 

about on the other aide,, aad to tudtetea mirth or as little of every sort of the said 
moneys or coynes of brass or co()pen aa he shali think to be profitable and good. — 
And w« grant to the said QtitrfymrsW tW saftdroOtey* and cgyaes of brass and copper 
to his proper use, in* sustentatian and finding* of our labourers about the said moneys 
at his charges, f nee and quit, without any titiag therefore paying to us during his 
said life. — The master of the mint to account for our share of the profits of the said 
coinage to such persori, aa shrill be Assigtoedrby the lieutenant or other governor of 
our said land, and not in the exchequer .—That the weight and quantity of the said 
moneys Of bras* of copper be dented. And made continually by the discretion of the 
master.— As the aaid silver moneys may not be always made according to the right 
esAandard, because some time, in default of the said master or workers, the said money 
of silver may be made too much or too tittle iu weight or in allay, Or in the one or in 
the Other, by six penngr-weigfat in every of the said pounds of trey ; which six penny- 
weight shall be called; remedy for the aaid Dtaatc*, and if such default be found in any 
of the said pounds upon the due aasen (trM or atsqy) before the dtfliteraoce over 
of the said six penny^weigbt called remedy, that then it shall be challenged by the 
merchant, and not to be delivered, and then the aaid teaattr shall <reforge the said 
rntatys so found defective, at his proper coats, till it be made abb accOrdingto the 
ordinance.— L We grant power to the said Germyn to make all manner of poaaeos; 
screws, graves, and other instruments necessary to the said misters at Loadon or 
elsewhere, for whidh iristruments to lie made, we grant to him tm marks yearly to ha 
received by his own hand out of the profits of our said moneys arising by such mints, 
to be allowed him on .account.~*~That he shall make a privy sign on eveiy piece of 
silver money.— Power to take at all times, as many labourers yearly asahall be ne- 
cessary. — And if any htbouoer refuses to work at the. said mints, that the master or 
hid deputy shall arrest auch, and put them in prison, till Jie labours as desired.—* All 
officers ministers commanded to* assist the said Germyn in tile execution of the pre* 
misses. — Grant to all merchants repairing to any of the said mints, free entry and 
issue in and out of the said cashes and town. Dated 6 Augusti prima Hegniper 
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Regem authoritate Parliamenti. — It is enacted, that the said Germyn shall enjoy the 
said office, notwithstanding any resumption, act, or ordinance to the contrary ; and 
that he shall have full power to act every thing, according to the said letters patent 
or acts, within the cities of Waterford and Limerick during his life, in the same 
manner as is ordained to be done within the castles of Dublin and Trym, and that he 
shall make such scripture on the said coyne of silver as ensues, viz. on the part or 
side of the cross, Posui Deum attfutorem meum, and on the side of the crown, 
Edwardus Deigratid Domtnus Hibernie. Cap. 57. Being enacted, by a parliament 
' held at Drogheda, An. 38 Hen. VI. before Richard duke of Yorke, lord lieute- 
nant, that the Gross, the Denier, the Demy-denier and the Quadrant, should be 
struck within the castles of Dublin and Trym. Now as the mayor, baylifl* and 
commons of Waterford are daily encumbered for want of small coynes for change 
of greater coines, it is enacted, at their petition, that the above mentioned small 
coynes be struck at Waterford, in a place called Dondory, alias Reynold's tower, 
and that they be made of the same weight, print and size as is mentioned in the said 
act to be done in the castles of Dublin and Trym, and that they shall bear this scrip- 
ture, Civitas Waterford. — Cap. 57. As the Gross, the Demy-gross, the Denier, 
and other coynes are greatly diminished by clipping ; enacted, ' that no clippted money 
be received in payment. . 

Rot. Tur. No. IX . At a parliament holden in Dublin, before John earl of Worcester, deputy 

7Edwjfv *° George duke of Clarence, lord lieutenant. » 

An, 1467. Cap. 7. Whereas in a parliament held before Thomas earl of Desmond, in the 
fifth year of the present king *, it was enacted, that the Noble of due weight should 
be of the value of ten shillings, the Demy-noble of five shillings, and the Quadrant 
of gold of two shillings and six pence, and that for laccage in weight of such pieces 
of gold, they should be refused ; it is how enacted, that the laccage in weight in 
such pieces of gold shall not be a cause for refusing' them; but the value of such 
laccage shall be paid in current silver alter the rate hereafter rehearsed. Cap. 8. As 
Ireland is destitute of silver, and the silver there mide of late is daily carried away 
into divers countries, arid so the people of this land continually take clipped money, 
contrary to the statute, it is enacted, that there be a piece of silver coined called s 
Double,- having the print of a crown on one .side, with this writing, Edwardus Dei 
grata Domtnus Hibcrnia, and on the other part a sun with a rose, with this in- 
scription aboiit it, Civitas Dublinie, which shall pass in Ireland for eight deniers, 
and ten such pieces shall make an ounce according to the rightful standard of the 
tower of London, and twelve such ounces shall make the pound according to the 
standard aforesaid, and there shall be in every pound six. score such pieces of the 
weight of the said country. Also there shall be made another piece of silver called 
a Gross, having the print and scripture aforesaid, which shall pass in Ireland foe 
four deniers ; and twenty such pieces shall go to an ounce of the said country, and 

» 

• .^ * This Act could sot be found. 
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two hundred and forty such pieces shall make the pound of the rightful standard 
aforesaid : of which coynes every merchant shall have for an ounce sterling of silver 
six shilling*, and the king shall have the residue, paying the master and workmen 
for their labour. -And as the said silver money cannot be continually made of equal 
standard, because sometimes, in default of the master or workmen, they may be too 
great or too little in weight or allay, or in one or in the other, in weight of three de- 
niers in every twenty shillings, this which weight of three deniers shall be called re- 
medy for the said master. — Also that there be a piece made of two deniers, or half 
the gross of the proportions aforesaid ; of which forty such pieces shall go to the 
ounce besides the allay. — Also that a piece be made called the Denier, con- 
taining the half of the piece of two deniers, eighty of which shall go to the 
ounce besides the allay. — Half-deniers and farthings to be made according to the same 
proportions, mutatis mutandis, with the like provisions : and that the print of the 
half-denier and farthing be made according to the print of the denier, with a scrip- 
ture as long as the master and workmen can make them. — That the said moneys and 
coynes be made in the castles of Dublin and Trym, the cities of Waterford and Li- 
merick, and the towns of Drogheda, Gal way and Carlingford ; and that no body shall 
after Easter next receive or pay any manner of silver coyne or money, but the coyne or 
money aforesaid, and that all other silver coynes or money in Ireland be from the feast 
of Easter next damned and annulled; and if any person or persons receives or pays 
otherwise, that such payment shall be adjudged felony in the payer as in the receiver. 

No. X. At a parliament held in Dublin, before Thomas Fitz-Morice earl of Kit- Rot Tar. 
dare, lord justice. ^lS^fv 

Cap. 4. It having been enacted, An. 7 Edw. IV. That a coin of silver be made An. 1470. 
called the Double, the Demy-double or Grosse, the Demy-grosse, the Denier, and 
the Demy-denier, to pass through all Ireland, by which the people have been so 
greatly impoverished, that many of them have given up their houses and avoided the 
land, and all merchandises, and especially victuals have grown excessive dear, from 
which many people are like to perish through want. It is therefore enacted, that 
the master or masters of the coinage shall have power to make and strike within the 
castles of Dublin and Trym, and the town of Drogheda, five sorts of silver coynes 
according to the fyness of the coynes struck in the tower of London, i. e. the Grosse, 
the Demy-grosse, the Denier, the Demy-denier, and the Quadrant ; the Gross having 
on one side the print of a head crowned, with this writing, Edwardus Dei gratia Rex 
Anglia, Dominus Hibcrnia, or the name of any other king for the time being, and 
on the other part the print of a cross with the pelets according to the gross made in 
Caleys,. bearing in the circumference of the cross in writing the place where the said 
gross is made and coined, and in the borders of the gross this writing, Posui Deum 
aftutorem mtum ; of which grosses eleven shall make the ounce of troy weight; and 
every of them not clipped to pass for four deniers ; the demy-gross to be made in like 
tnanner as the 'gross, with the same inscriptions, as they can be comprehended in it, 
according to the discretion of the master and graver of the said coynes, of which 
demy-grosses twenty-two pieces shall make the ounce, and every of them not clipped 

L2 



84 AFPBMWtX* 

flhali pats for two deniers ; (the like in the otiber proportions) and that tbe fiAh'pftrt 
of every pound be struck in small pieces, that is to say, Two-dcniers, Deniers* 
Half-deuiers and Quadrants. . And as the said half-denier and quadrant require more 
labour and costs, in pouring every pound, than the gross* the ifatoy-gnMsand denier, 
it is enacted, that the master or masters for die time being may allay every ounce of 
the said demy-deniers and quadrants, according to a statute made in a parliament held 
at Trym> before Thomas earl of Desmond, the fifth of this king*. And as the 
said money cannotalways be made to agree according to the just standard, being, in 
default of the master, sometimes made too great, and sometimes top small in weight 
or allay by four deniers in every pound, which four deniers shall be a remedy for the 
said master : It is enacted, that from this time to the feast of the Purification next, 
the Double shall be taken and pass for four deniers, die Demyndouble for two de* 
niers, the Demy-gross for one denier, and the Denier for half a denier ; and after 
the said feast, the said double, demy-double, demy-gross, denier and demy-denier 
to be damned and not taken for a coyne f, and whoever pays or receives in payment 
any clipped money after Christmas next, that he shall be adjudged and taken as an 
attainted traitor. 

Rot. Tar. No. XI. At a parliament held at Dublin, before Thomas Fitz-Morice earl of 

liEd.Yv &Mdare, deputy to George duke of Clarence. 

An. 1472. Cap. 6. Enacted, that all Grosses shall pass in Ireland as they did in the days of 
the kings Edward III. Richard II. Henry IV. Henry V. and Henry VI. in England 
and Calais, the same being not clipped, every piece of them at the value of five de- 
niers, the Demy-gross at two deniers and a half, the Denier at one denier and far- 
thing ; the Noble of gold being of full weight at ten shillings, the Scute (the Crown) 
and Quadrant of full weight according to the Noble ; and if any of the said nobles, 
scutes, or quadrants, be defective in weight, then the debtors shall pay the defect 
in silver, and if any refuses to receive the said coynes he shall lose bis <kbt.*~C&p, 
65. William Crumpe, merchant, and Thomas Barby, merchant, were by letters 
patent, dated the 18th of October 10° Regis, constituted masters of the coinage in 
the castles of Dublin and Trym, and the town of Drogheda, to bold the said 
office to them and the survivor of them for their Uvea. Barby died; and the office 
survized to Crump. The king, by the letters patent dated the eighth of Efeoember 
the said 10° Regni, constituted Patrick Keyn, of Dublin/- goldsmith, surveyor and 
under master of the said coyne in the said places, and receiver of the money called 
Doubles, brought by the merchants into the said places according to the manner, 
form and weight as prescribed in a statute made in that, case; by force of which 
grant to the said Patrick, he, as surveyor, undermaster and maker of the said coins, 
has struck mucb of the said coyne not of weight, nor of good allay, of his own 
authority, and against the will of the said William Crump, by colour of the letter* 

* This Act, as I obsenred before, could not be + This most be understood of the coias struck 
found. by virtue of tke act 7fidw. IV. 



APPENDIX. 88 

patent made to him. Upon this matter set forth bj petition by the laid Chimp, it 
was enacted, that he should have the king's letters patent of pardon of all treasons, 
offences, challenges or impeachments, which the king has against him, as master of 
the said coinage, and that he shall not be troubled on account of the said money being 
struck, against his will, under weight and not of sufficient allay. 

No. XII. At a parliament held at Naps, before Thomas Fitz-MoriceRotTur. 

Rivminir 

earl of Kiidare, deputy to George duke of Clarence, and thence prorogued to i^Jjfy 
Dublin. An. 1472. 

Cop. 11. There being divers coiners in the city of Cork, the towns of Yoghil, 
Kinsale and Killmallock, viz. John Fannin, John Crone, Patrick Martel, William 
Synnot, Mortagh O Haurighan, Nicholas Rewy, and others, who make false 
coines without authority, only the said John Fannin shews letters patent which are 
not of record, to the great damage of the said city, towns and counties ; it is en- 
acted, thai if the said coiners do not appear before die deputy in parliament the first 
day of the next prorogation or adjournment, that they shall be attainted as traitors, 
and their lands, tenements, goods and chattels forfeited ; and, that it shall be lawful 
for James earl of Desmond, the mayors of Cork and Yoghill, and the soverains of 
Kinsale and Killmallock, to apprehend them and execute the law on their persons as 
traitors attainted ; and that no body shall maintain, support, harbour or succour them, 
under the penalty of forfeiting their goods and chattels, lands and tenements to the 
king, and their bodies to be at his will ; and all letters patent shewn by the said 
coiners to be void. 

No. XIII. In the same parliament prorogued and held in Dublin. Ibidem, 

Cap. 60. Enacted, that the king's coyne, t. e. the Gross, the Demy -gross, the lsEd * v 
Denier, the Demy-denier, and the Quadrant, be struck for the time to come within n ' 
the castle of Dublin only, and in no other place within the four counties of Dublin, 
Meath, Kiidare and Uriel, and in no other place in Ireland ; of which Grosses xiv 
shall make the ounce, xxvm Demy-grosses, lvi Deniers, cxii Demy-deniers, and 
ccxxiv Quadrants, according to the just standard of the tower of London, and to 
be made according to the fineness and allay of the said Tower. Every Gross to be 
received at the rate of four deniers, and the others in proportion* The king, the 
master, and the workmen to receive for the coinage three deniers in every ounce of 
grosses, four deniers in every ounce of the other sorts, and no more : and so to re- 
main to every merchant bringing bullion or plate to the mint four shillings and five 
pence for every ounce of grosses, and four shillings and four pence for every ounce 
of the other sorts. — That Germyn Lynch, goldsmith, be master of the said mint 
during good behaviour, he answering for all manner of workmen whom he shall 
bring into the mint. — That this act be not prejudicial to William Crump in the fee 
granted to him upon the said mint. — That Philip Brentwood be one of the principal 
I workmen under the said master, if he may be had at reasonable wages.— That 

Christoper Fox be one of the principal deputy-comptrollers of the said mint, if he 
-may be had at reasonable wages, by the assent of the chief comptroller. — That the 



86 



APPENDIX. 



justice of the c. b. and the baron of the exchequer have power to enquire and de- 
termine upon the said master and workmen, as well by examination, as inquisition, 
as the king may do in his ch. place. — That no pardon be available for the said work- 
men and master, unless granted by parliament or by the governor of Ireland by ad- 
vice of the council. — And that the said master shall make the fifth part of the bul- 
lion coming to the said mint, to be coined into small coyne, i . e. into pieces of two 
deniers, denier, half denier, and quadrant under the penalty of ten pound. — Not to 
be prejudicial to the right of Maurice Burghill and Patrick "Keyne, when they had 
the office of master of the mint. 
RotTur. No. XIV. At a parliament held at Dublin, before William bishop of Meath, de- 

i5 l Ed?fv P u ty *° George duke of Clarence. 

An. 1475. Cap. 5. As a great deal of coyns called the Grosses, the Demy-grosses, and the 
Denier is not passed in this kingdom to the great damage of it, it is enacted, that 
the coin called the Gross made in the reigns of Edward IIL Richard II. Henry IV. 
Henry V. and Henry VI. not clipped, shall be of the value of six deniers, the Demy- 
gross not clipped of the value of three deniers, and the Denier not clipped of the 
value of three half deniers. The Gross made in England in the time of the present 
king, not clipped, shall pass for five deniers, the Demy-gross for two deniers and a 
half, and the Denier for one denier and a quadrant ; and all the moneys struck in 
Ireland to be of the same value as they now are. — That all the mints in Ireland shall 
cease, except those of Dublin, Drogheda and Waterford, and that the masters of 
the said mints shall, out of all the bullion brought to them, make no more than 
the third part thereof into, Two-deniers, Deniers, Half-deniers and Quadrants, 
under the penalty of ten pound, tolies quoties. — Cap. 7. Liquefaction of bullion 
and other silver, being a great mischief to the common people, defamation to the 
mint, and oftentimes a destruction to the mint-masters ; it is enacted, that no silver 
brought to the mint to be melted or struck, shall be so done, but only by the masters 
of the mint, or such person for whom the master will answer, and whoever doth to the 
contrary, shall forfeit all such goods, half to the king, and half to the master of 
the mint, and shall not be pardonable but by parliament. 
Ibidem No, XV, At a parliament held at Drogheda, before William bishop of Meath, 
16 Ed.IV deputy to George duke of Clarence, from thence»adjourned to Dublin, 
An.i476. Cap 21. The silver coin lately made in Cork, Youghill, Limerick, and other 
places in Munster, except Waterford, being neither lawful in itself, nor of lawful 
weight and allay ; it is enacted, that the same be utterly damned and taken in no payy 
ment.— Cap. 23. Enacted, that the piece of gold called a Royal be taken in Ireland 
for thirteen shillings and four deniers, and the Demy-royal after the same rate ; the 
piece of gold called the Angel at eight shillings and four deniers, the Demy-angel in 
proportion, and every lesser piece of the same gold coins to pass at the same rate ; 
and as some of them be insufficient in weight, that they be made good in current 
silver .-r-That the old Noble of gold pass at twelve shillings, and every lesser piece 
according to that rate, the insufficiency of any of them to be amended as aforesaid.— ~ 
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Cap. 43. To give a currency to forreign coyne imported into Ireland, it is enacted, 
that the Rider fine and good shall pass for five shillings of Irish silver, the Ducat 
fire shillings, the Leo five shillings, the Crown five shillings, the Crusado five shil- 
lings, the Burgoin Noble ten shillings, the Half and Quarter in proportion, the Salute 
five shillings, and if any of the said gold want in weight of the rightful standard, 
so much to be abated in payment as it wants. — Proclamation to be made to give a 
currency to these coins. 

No. XVI. At a parliament held at Trym, before Henry lord Grey, deputy {*? t ? ur# 
to George duke of Clarence, from thence adjourned to Drogheda, and thence ig Ed JV 

to Dublin. An.1478. 

Cap. 13. Enacted, that for the time to come the liberty of Meath be commenced, 
restored, used, exercised, held and continued, with all manner of liberties, fran- 
chises, usages, free-customs, court-leets, offices, and officers, and all manner of 
every other thing belonging to the same in antient times, in as ample a manner, as 
was exercised and occupied in the time of Richard late duke of Yorke, or his noble 
progenitors lords of Meath ; and that Henry lord Grey, lord deputy, shall enjoy, 
use, hold, exercise, and carry unto use and execution by himself or his deputy, the 
said liberty, by the name of seneschal and treasurer of the ' said liberty of Meath, 
in as ample a manner and form, with all manner of rights, commodities and profits, 
as ever any seneschal or treasurer heretofore occupied and enjoyed the same ; and that 
all manner of acts, statutes, ordinances, or grants, heretofore made to avoid or 
destroy the said liberty, be of no effect in law. And further this act confirms a 
grant, made by the king, of the office of seneschal and treasurer of Meath to the 
said Henry, dated at Westminster the third day of March in the seventeenth year of 
his reign during the life of the said Henry : Arid by this act the said Henry, by him- 
self or his officers, may for the future strike and coin all manner of coins of silver 
within the castle of Trym, according to such fyness and allay, as in the statute for 
that purpose is provided. 

No. XVII. At a parliament held at Dublin, before Gerald earl of Kildare, deputy Ibidem, 
to the king's son, Richard duke of Yorke, lord lieutenant. 19 Ed.IV 

Cap. 1. Enacted, that Germyn Lynch, master of the minters, have power to strike 
coyne at four shillings and ten shillings per ounce, rendering to the merchant four shil- 
lings and four pence, and to king and workmen six deniers according to the finess and 
standard of the tower of London ; provided that the part of the coin belonging to the 
king and workmen be made and paid in grosses, and provided that the king do not 
countermand the premisses . 

No. XVIII. At a parliament held at Dublin, before Gerald earl of Kildare, Rot. Tur. 
deputy to Edward the king's eldest son, lord lieutenant, and from thence adjourned B j™ in g- 

*° Naa «- An.1483. 

Cap. 7. As this act is partly destroyed by time or vermin, all that can be gathered 
from it relating to coins is, That the coin struck within the castle of Dublin, or else- 
where in Ireland, by the king's officers according to the print described, (which 
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cannot be read) shall pass and be current among all the subjects, and that the tefaser 
shall forfeit twelve deniers for every half denier refined, one half to the king and the 
other half to the prosecutor ; and if any cities or towns refuse them, the said forfei- 
ture shall go half to the king, and half to be employed on themurrage and paviage 
Of the said city or town ; the offenders to be committed to prison untill payment. If 
the inhabitants, citizens or burgesses of Waterford, Wexford, Rods, Kilkenny, 
Dungarvan, Yoghill, Cork, Kinsale, Kilmallock, Limerick, Galway, Athemy, 
or elsewhere within those parts of said land, be proved to offend in the premisses, 
they shall forfeit twenty pounds ; and that the citizens and burgesses of such cities 
and towns so refusing shall lose their franchises, untill they have made fine to the 
king for such their contempts.— That the act do not extend to the citizens of Dublin 
or burgesses of Drogheda. — Cap. 8. As the weal publique has been for these three 
years past greatly damaged, for that the king's mints for striking of silver coyn have 
not been ordered for the profit of the subject, by which all foreigners, as Portugal?* 
Spaniards, Britons, Frenchmen and Flemings, practising merchandise, have used 
to bring in the coin of their countries, and other bullion, to be coined in the king's* 
mint here, to the great profit of the said foreigners in exchange, and damage of the 
king's subjects. And as it hath happened thereby, that the common people cannot 
have small coins for buying and selling or paying small sums to servants, labourers 
and artificers, by which many of the inhabitants have and are about departing the 
land, and leaving their habitations desolate and waste, and the inconvenience and da- 
mage to the public cannot be remedyed by the order of that manner of mint, which 
was sent out of England, and limitted to the weight of thirty-semi shillings and 
six pence for every pound of troy-weight of London, to be used in this land 
(the rest of the preamble is destroyed) It is therefore enacted, that it shall be lawful 
for the master of the mint for the time being, to strike and make four manner of 
silver coynes or moneys, i. e. Grosses, Demy-grosses, Deniers and Demy-deniers, in 
in such manner and in such places, as is ordained by a statute lately made in a par- 
liament held on Monday after the Feast of St. Catherine, the tenth of king Edward 
IV. and that the said four manner of coins, so to be struck, be made erf* such fine-* 
ness and allay with all suck remedies in the weight of every twenty shillings for the 
master and workmen, as is ordered by a parliament in the twelfth of the said king. 
The Gross, the Demy-gross, the Denier and Demy -denier, to have according to the 
king's commandment, the print on the one side of the arms of England with a cross 
trefoile in every fine, with this inscription, Ricardut Dei gratid Bex Anglue Do- 
minus HiberninSj and on the other side three crowns, one above the other, with a 
cross trefoil in every fine, bearing in the circumference of the same the name of the 
place, where in form aforesaid it shall be lawfully coined : of which grosses to be 
made and coined two hundred and twenty-five pieces with the aforesaid remedies 
shall make the pound of troy weight, every one of them to pass for four deniers, and 
the smaller coins in the like proportion, with the like inscription, as far as the same 
can be comprehended therein by the master and gravers at their discretion ; and for 
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the tase of the common people, the fifth part of such coin to ."be struck in small 
pieces, L e. in Demy-grosses, Deniers and Demy -deniers. That the master* in pre- 
sence of the controuler, may receive their stuff and all lawful bullion brought to 
the mint in cups, spoons, and other waste, the merchant to receive back for every 
ounce of bullion four shillings and six pence, the master two deniers, and the re- 
sidue of every okmce to go to the king.— 'Cap. 9. The profits of the mint, granted 
to the earl of Kildare, in consideration of the charges he is at in the governement, 
during the time he continues in it.— Cop. 13. An act for breaking all counterfeit 
money, and that all letters patent and acts, made in behalf of Germyn Lynch to be. 
lpaster of the said mint, shall be void. 

No. XIX. Super monetfl, novft in Hybernift cudendfi. Itymer's 

This indenture made the three and twentith daye of April], in the three ajidF<edera, 
fortith yere of the raigne of oure soveraigne Ladye Elizabeth, by the grace of God, ™!j JU p# 
queue of Englande, France, and Irlande, defender of the faith; &;c. betweene Our 43EHzab. 
said soveraigne ladye the Queene's majestie of the one partie, and Sir George Carye An - 1001 - 
knighte, threasurer at wanre, and vice-threasurer and general receiver of her ma* 
jesties revenues in her highness realme of Irelande of the other party, witnesseth, 
that, whereas her majestie, by reason of the longeand chargeable wanes coritynued 
Within her highnes realme of Ireland, hath bene driven to send greate sommes of her 
highnes sterlinge money of the standard of Englande into the said realme bf Irlande, 
for the payment of her annye there and for other services^ and whereas, in and by . 
one statute made in the parliament holden at Westminster in the third yere of kinge 
Henrye the seventh, yt was enacted amongest other thinges, that eveiy marchant of 
Ireland, that shuMLe bringe any marchandizes, into this realme should ympfloye the 
money receavedfor the same marchandizes, his reasonable expences deducted, upon 
the commodities of this land, or ells without fraud put the same money in due pay- 
ment within this realme, uppon such payne and forfeiture as by the said acte 
amongest other things appeareth : and whereas by one other statute made in the par- 
liament holden at Westminster, in the nyneteenth yere of the raigne of the said late 
kinge Henry the seventh, it is enacted, that no manner of person should carry nor 
convey, nor cause to be carryed out of this realme any bullion, plate or coyne of 
gould or silver into Ireland, over and above the somme of sixe shillings eight pence, 
uppon such paynes and forfeitures, as in and by the last mentioned acte amongest 
other thinges appeareth : and whereas in the times of the raignes of her highnes late 
sister queene Marye, and of her highnes late brother king Edward the sixte, and the 
tymes of the raignes of her majesties late father and grandfather kinge Henry the 
eight, and kinge Henry the seventh, the moneys currant within the said realm of Ire- 
land were undbr the standard of the moneys currant within the realme of England : 
and whereas her majestie, after the exemple of her progenitors, hath- with the advice 
of her privye counsel!, for divers greate and weightye considerations, resolved, that 
the moneys currant within Ireland should be under the standard of the moneys cur- 
rant within England, and thereupon determined to appoint and erdaine new setts <*f 
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moneys distinct and differing from the moneys of the standard of England, which 
new sortes of moneys should be the proper currant money of the said realm of Ire- 
land ; and yet in such manner, and with such provision and moderation as in former 
tymeshath not bene done, and so as none of her highnes loving and faithful subjects 
shall be thereby prejudiced, for the better effecting whereof certain indentures wen 
lately made, bearing date the-— day of— in the fortith yere of bar highness raigne ; 
betwene the same our so veraigne lady of one party, and Richard Martyn of London, 
knighte, and Richard Martyn his sonne citizen and goldsmith of London, masters 
and workers of her highnes moneys within the towere of London, and realme of 
England, of the other partye, concerning the makinge and coyning of fyve sorts of 
_•> money; that is to say, the Shillinge Irishe running and currant for twelve pence 
Irishe ; the Halfe- shilling Irishe, running and currant for six pence ; the Quarter - 
of the shilling running and currant for three pence Irish ; the Penny running and 
currant for one penny Irish ; and the Half-penny running and currant for one half- 
penny Irish, as by the same indentures amongest other thinges, more fully and at large 
yt dothe and may appeare: by force of which indentures certayne quantities of the 
said severall kindes of moneys, mentioned in the said indentures, have bene made and 
coyned accordingly. See the remainder in the place quoted. 

By the Queene. 
A. D. No. XX. The Queenes most excellent majestie finding by the recordes of both 
to M * * lcr rea ^ mes °f England and Ireland, that in the tyraea of divers her progenitors, kings 
43EUzab. of England and Ireland, it hath ben accustomed, as a thing by them found conve- 
Rols offic ju^jt f or the good of theloyall subjects of both realms, that there should be a dif- 
18 Jac I. fcrence betwene Ate standards of the monies allowed to be currant in each of her said 
pus 6* realmes, and knowing by many lawes of her realme of England, and namely, by one 
made in the third yeare, and one other in the nineteenth y ear e of her majesties grand- 
father of famous memorie, king Henrie the seventh, that the transportation of mo- 
nies of the coyne and standerd of England into this her realme of Ireland is severely 
forbidden, under great penalties, perceiving also by experience in some part hereto- 
fore, but more fullie and apparantlie now of late yeares since the last rebellion, which 
have caused her nuyestie to send great summes of money into this realme for the 
payment of her army, and for other services, that a great part of such monies into 
this realme for the payment of her army, and for other services, that a great part 
of such monies into this realme sent doe either come into the handes of her rebels 
by divers sleights and cunnings of theif s, who by the use and meanes thereof traf- 
ficking in forraine countries do releive themselves with such warlike provisions as 
they need, as with pouder, lead, match, armes, and weapons of all sorts, and with 
wines, cloth and other necessaries, without which they could not possibly so long 
subsist in their treasonable courses, and bring so huge calamities to the rest of her 
good subjects and wast to the whole realme ; or els the said sterling monies, as well 
in respect of their goodness being better then the monies of other countries, as also 
for want of marchandise wherein to employe them with this countrie, now especially 
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since the rebellion doth not yeeld, and partly by marchants, ' strangers, and partly by 
the natural! marchants of the countrey using trade in forraigne countries, transported 
from hence into the said countries, to the inestimable loase and impoverishment as 
well of this realme of Ireland, as also chiefly of her majesties realme of England ; 
hath therefore in her majesties princely wisdome entred into consideration, with the 
advise of her privie councell, how those great inconveniences might be avoided, 
and hath found after long and serious debateing, that the readiest way to prevent the 
same is to reduce the state of her monies and coynes to the antient course of her pro- 
genitors, that is, to a difference in fineness betweene the monies of the realme of 
England and her realme of Ireland, and for that purpose hath caused great 
quantities of monies, according to that antient standard which was in use for this, 
realme in the daies of her majesties father, brother, and sister, to be coined here 
into severall pieces of Shillings, six pence, and pieces of thrqe pence, stamped with 
her tiighnes armes crowned, and inscription of her usual stile on the one side, and 
on the other with an harpe crowned, being the arms of this her kingdome of Ire- 
land, with the inscription, Posui Deum attfutorem meutn. And also certayne peeces 
of small monies of meere copper, of Pence, Half-pence and Farthings, for the 
poorer sort, stamped on each side as the other, and the same monies soe coined hath 
sent into this her realme of Ireland, here to be established as the lawfull and currant 
monies of this realme, and soe to be uttered and issued as well to her armie and offi- 
cers in paiments to them, as also to all other her subjects of this realme and others 
here abiding or hither resorting for trafficke and entercourse of buying, selling, and 
all other manner of tradeing amongst themselves, which said coines, as well of sil- 
ver of this new standard, as also of meere copper for small mony, her majestie doth 
hereby publish and make knowen to all men* to be from henceforth, immediately 
after the publishing of this proclamation, her coine and monies established and au- 
thorized to be lawfull and currant within this her realme of Ireland and proper to 
this kingdome, and doth expressly will and command the same to be soe used, re- 
puted and taken of all her subjects of this realme and of all others conversing 
here, and that they nor any of them shall hot after the day of the publishing hereof 
refuse, reject or • denie, to receive in payment of wages, fees, stipend or payments 
of debts, or in bargaine, or for anie other matter of trade, commerce, or dealing 
betweene man and man, any of said monies of either kind either mixt of silver or 
pure copper, but that they shall receive and accept the same at such values and 
rates as they are coined for, videlicet, Shillings, for shillings, pieces of six pence, 
for six pence, and soe of all other the severall kindes of this coin respectively, de- 
nouncing hereby to all such as shall be found willfully and obstinatlie to refuse the 
said monies of this new standard, being tendered unto diem in payments, or in anye 
dealings betwene partie and partie, that they shall for that their contempt receive 
such punishment as by her majesties prerogative royall may be inflicted uppon per- 
sons contemning publike orders established for the universall good of this her realme ;. 
and to the end that the said m&nies may the better have their due course and passage 
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*mong« her majesties subjects of this itialme, and the good intended to beth the 
realmes ihe more speedilye take place, her majestic dotfc hereby also publiabe am} 
make knowne that her pleasure is, that after the tenth of Julie ymmediatelye fol* 
lowing the daie of this present proclamation, all other monies heretofore established 
to be currant, or used as lawfull or currhnt monies within this kingdome shall be d$» 
cryed, adnulled and called downe, and nee other monies of what coyne, nature, ma-r 
ture, allay or finenesse now used inr this realme of Ireland, be they either monies of 
her majesties owne coyne and stampe currant in her realme of England, or of aaye 
her predecessors, or of any forraine realmes permitted heretofore to be currant here* 
shall be any longer currant within her realme of Ireland, nor offered nor received 
by any person here inhabiting or here conversing by .any manner of dealing amongst 
men, but that all such monies be from that daye forward held and esteemed for bul- 
lion onely meete to be molten downe and brought unto her majesties mynt, or exchange 
here, as hereafter is expressed. And although that this open and publike notifica- 
tion of her majesties pleasure bee and' ought to bee to all her subjects and other* 
being in this realme a sufficient declaration and warrant, as well of the authorising 
of the monies of the new standerd nowe appointed to be currant, and also the calling 
downe and decrying of all other monies whatsoever from anie use here either publike 
6r private : yet her highnesse being a prince that inker gracious disposition doth ever 
affect to make all her actions cleare and allowable, in her owne nature rather than 
in the power of supreme authoritie, entending in this cause, to give to all parsons 
such satisfaction as is reasonable and in the daies of her progenitors, when such mo* 
.nies were in use, was not offered, doth likewise hereby make knowne, that shee hath 
established an exchange to be had and maintained in convenient places in both her 
kingdomes of England and Ireland ! as namelie, in Ireland, at Dublin, Cork*, 
Galway, and Carigfergus : and in England, at London, Bristoll, and Chester. At 
which places shall be from benceforthe contymiallie resident officers of her appoint* 
ment, and in other places also of bothe the realmes, where it shall be found con- 
venient for the ease of her subjects : at which places, and by which officers, all he* 
subjects of either her realmes of England and Ireland, and all other resorting' unto 
this her realme of Ireland in trade of merchandise or otherwise, shall and may, from 
tyme io tyme, exchange and commute as well monies currant of England into monies 
of this new standerd of Ireland, as also monies of this standerd of Ireland into mo- 
nies of the standerd of Etigland, at their pleasure, in maimer as is hereafter expressed. 
First, all persons, being either her majesties subjects or the subjects of anye paineo 
or state in amitie with her majestie, who shall bring to anye place of exchange within 
Ireland any monies of the coyne of her realme of England, or of the coyne of any 
forraine countries, or any plate or bullion, being of the finenesse of the standerd of 
England, or better, desiring to receive for the same in England monies current of? 
England, shall receive from the officer in Ireland a bill directed to such place of- ex- 
change in England, where the partie shall desire to have his payment, by which bill 
he' shall receive of the officer in England, net onlie in monies of England, value 
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for value of foe mteries, plate, or. Million, (felwoMdialrelafcdj b*t*lso m 
plusof six peon English upon every towdty sWttingt Englishr by him defcvtatd by 
tale, ear of eighteen pence English upon every poiind height of audi manifa*, plat*, 
or bullion, delivered by thopartie by weight, and after the same rate for mae or lags 
in quantitie iff number, delivered by weight or by tale. Item, all persons/ being 
her majortaw subjects or the sutgeots of anie other prince or stale in anritie with her 
majestic, which shall have in their handes ante qtaantttie or summe of the monies df 
this dew eeinte,. appointed for her majesties realm* of Ireland, and shall be desirous 
to receive for the same in England, monies current of England, and thereupon shall 
deliver to anie of her majesties officers of .the Exchange in Ireland such summe of 
raobie, as he is desirous so to exchange, he shall receive of the said officers in Ire- 
land a bill directed to such place of exchange in England, as shall he desired by 
the deliverer, by which bill he shall receive of the officer in England, to whome the 
same is directed, the like summe of monies of England by tale, as by the bill it shall 
appear he shall have delivered in Ireland, wanting onely twelve penoe in the pounds, 
so as for everye twentye shillings of -the new toyoe of Ireland, delivered in Ireland, 
he shall receive in England nyneteen shillings current monie of England, and after 
the same rate for more or lease in quantitie delivered in Ireland. Item, if anye such 
person, having in his handes, within the realme of . Ireland, monies currant of Eng- 
land, shall be desirous to exchange the same there for monies appointed to be currant 
in Ireland, the officer of the Exchange there, to whome he shall bring anye summe 
of English monie to be exchanged, shall deliver to him, for everye twentye shillings 
of English monie received, one and twentye shillinges of the coyne of Ireland, and 
alter that rate for more or lesse in quantitie received. Item, if any person, being 
her majesties subject or otherwise, having cause to resort unto the realme of Ireland, 
shall be desirous to exchange monies currant of England into the monies euraaut of 
Ireland, for his use there, and shall deliver to that ondanyeEfcigtishe monies to anye 
of her majesties officers of exchange here in England, the said officer shall deliver 
unto the said person a bill, directed to such place of exchange in Ireland, as the eta- 
liverer shall require, by which bill the officer of exchange in Ireland, retoivinge4iie 
same, shall deliver to the bringer thereof, for every twentye shillinges Engiithe; 
delivered in England, one and twentie shillinges of the new coyne of Ireland in Ire* 
land, and alter the same rate of more or lesso in quantitie delivered. And whereas 
there are, at this present, diverse old coynes of base allaye within that her majesties 
nealme of Ireland, used and passinge in payments betwene men, which beinge now 
decryed; adnulled, and called downe, her majestie doth thinke fltt to have the satoe 
bt ought in and reduced to one uniforme coyne of this new standerd, her highnes is 
therefore pleased, that everye person whoe shall have in his hands any quantitie of 
such base coyne, and shall bring in the same to any of the offices of her Exchange 
in Ireland, that the officer receivings the same shall deliver to the bringer monie foi 4 
monie of the monies of this new standerd, now appointed to be currant in Ireland : 
and, forasmuch as this notorious inconvenience^ aforesaid cannot be prevented; 
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aa tho w t there be a dtie obsesvutioo of such fares of ibis mine of England, - an 
heretofore have bene made, restrainiage the traasportemge of the monies currant in 
England into that reahne of Inland in specie, wherin great disorder hath bene of 
hrfe yenres committed, andiherby great inconveniences ensued, her majestic doth 
straightlye charge and eommannd all magistrates and officers to whom it shall ap~ 
pcrtcyne, to see severe execution of such lanes as doe prohibit the transportation of 
her coyne of England into Ireland, and namelye one statute made in the nineteenth 
yeareof the raigne of her majesties grand-father of famous memorie, fcinge Henrye 
the seventh, her majesties purpose being by this proclamation to admonish her loving 
subjects of both bar realmes, and all others tradinge in her reahne of Ireland, that 
they shall from henceforth forbear all transportation of monies of England into Ire- 
land, for that her majestic will cause the former lawes, prohibiting the said trans- 
portation of monies, to be so straightly looked unto and executed, as the penalties 
thereof shall fallheavilye upon the offenders against the same, without any hope of 
.remission. Given at her majesties castle of Dublin the twentieth of May in the 
fertie three yeare of her raigne. God save the Queene. 

^•Jk By the Lord Deputie and Councell. 

Roiii OTountjoy. 

office No. XXI. Whereas the queens most excellent majestie findinge by the ancient re- 

ldJac I. CDr ^ 8 •' ^°*^ ^ Palmes of England and Ireland, and that ia later times, also in 
s* pars, thermgnes of her highnes noble progenitors, as her grand-father, father, brother and 
sister, there was axLifference alwaies between the monies currant in<ech of her highnes 
said realmes, and in her princely wisdome, by experience doth, trade, that being oc- 
casioned for the maintenance of her armies within this kingdome, to send oyer con- 
tinually great and huge masses of her treasure, which by sinister means have ben 
transported into forratne realmes con trarye to her majesties lawes therin provided, and 
the rebels of this her realme have gotten into their possession great quantities of her 
majesties sterling monies, wherewith from fortaine parts they furnish themselves with 
powder, arms, munition, and all things necessary: for reformation and redresse 
whereof, her majestie in her princely wisdome, and with the advise of her most ho- 
nourable privie councell, hath thought fit and most best for the publicque good of 
both these her majesties realmes of England and Ireland, to reduce the mpnies of 
this reahne unto the same standerd that formerly hath bene used, and therefore her 
majestie did by late proclamation of the twentieth of May, 1601, stgnifie her princely 
pleasure, that theise new coines, now currant, should ooely be currant, and none 
other, and by the same did decrie and call in all other monies whatsoever, willing and 
straigfatly charging and commaunding, that after the tenth of July then next fol~ 
lowinge none should trade, commerce, use, buy or sell with anie of the said de- 
cried monies, but onely with these new monies of her majesties new standard, and 
- that all the said decried monies, as well of silver and gold as old copper, should be 
occupied as bullion, and forthwith to bo brought into her majesties exchange, ac- 
cording to her highnes said proclamation, as by the said proclamation more at largo 
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may appear*; but mw for as much as the merchants and others wittiifrthis nabs* 
have not, nor dm observe the said proclamation, bo* do still trade, commerce^ con- 
tract, buy and sell, with the Mod decried monies, and for thatre private gaiae dot 
keepe exchanges amongst themselves, and doe not bring in anie quantities of the said 
decried monies into her majesties said exchange, according to her highnes said pro- 
clamation, wberin they have incurred the danger of such punishment, which bj 
her majesties prerogative royall may be inflicted upon them, which would be over 
heavieif the same were dulie laid on the offenders, andfor that it is crediblie enformed 
to her majestieand councell in England, and to us the lord deputie and counceH 
here, by die master of the exchange* that here in Dublin, since the publishing of the 
said first proclamation, there hath been brought into the said exchange in Dublin 
above three-score thousand pound of the new standerd, for which bills of exchange 
have been given here (besides other great summes likewise of the said new standerd, 
given and exchanged by his ministers at Corke, Gallway and Carrickfergus) which 
by a probable estimation may amount to as much or more, and that there hath not 
been of the said decried monies or bullion brought into the said exchange in Dublin, 
according to the said proclamation, so much as the. summe of twentye pound, the 
which her nuyestie doth not take in good part, beeing meerlie contrarie to the tenor 
and true meaning of the said first proclamation, on which behalfe we have of late 
received two speciall letters from her majestic*, that we should by this new pro- 
clamation declare and make knowne her princely pleasure, as well in confirmation 
of the substance of the said former proclamation as with theise new additions and 
explanations to the same, hereafter following, viz. That her majestic eftsoones 
willeth and commandeth hereby, that no person or persons whatsoever henceforth 
shall trafficque or trade with the said decried monies or bullion, or make any pay- 
ment of wages, fees, stipends or debts, or shall use in bargaining, or any other 
matter of trade, commercing, or dealing, between partie and partie, for any matter 
of agreement, contract, or condition whatsoever, directlie or indirectlie, any of the 
said decried monies, or any other monies, or bullion whatsoever, contrarie to the 
forme and true meaning either of the said former or this present proclamation ; and 
that if any person or persons whatsoever, after the publishing hereof, do, or shall 
trafficque, or trade, with anie of the said decried monies or bullion, or doe, or shall 
make anie paiments of wages, fees, stipends, or debts, or shall use in bargaining, 
or anie other matter of trade, commercing, buying, selling, or dealing between partie 
and partie for anie matter of agreement, contract, or condition whatsoever, directlie 
or indirectlie, anie of the said decried monies or bullion whatsoever, contrarie to 
the forme and true meaning either of the said former, or this present proclamation, 
shall, for his or theire contempt, be punished by imprisonment, and by such fyne, 
as his contempt shall deserve in the judgement of the lord deputie or other governour 
generall of this realme and councell of the same, for the time being, and in the 

* * « * 

* See Movyson's hist, of IreUad, toL ii, p. 146* 
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iftMKfle of titt said lotdddputie, or other govcrnopr, iy?tfte<*ntioell fiuthgriaedm 
snch absoneej And by such other' person and person as bjrtWr proclamation .«*e 

. heieaftar liroitted and authorised; provided nevertheless, that all goldsmith* free of 
Ante citie dr corporate towne, withifr this aealme may, by way of trafficque, receive 
of exchange plate for plate, or aria oilier wrought gold or silver, and utter the tame 
ffrr monie of this new standerd. j And that it shall be lawful! to all her higaos ma-* 
gistfates or others her 'majesties el|ief officers, as maiors, sheriffs*, chief officers of 
Corporate townes, arid justices of the peace, that shall be informed of the'paimeot 
to receipt of any sneh mohies or bullion decried, to seise upon the same to her ma- 
jesties use, and shall bring the same into her majesties exchange, within thirty dates 
next after such seizing upon paiae of imprisonment, and such fyne to be imposed 
tinon him as shall be thought fitt by the lord deputie, or by the councell authorised 
in his lordship's absence, and that eyerie person giving information of the paiment or 
receipt of aqie such monies decried or bullion shall have the one half of so much as 
shall be seised and adjudged for his paines, or the moitie of such fyne or fynes as 
shall be assessed upon the said information, when the seizure cannot be made ; and 
to be otherwise recompensed or preferred as it shall seem meet unto us, or to such 

.person or persons before whome such information shall be made according to this 
proclamation, and according to the desert of the informer. And whereas in her ma- 
jesties first proclamation it was limited, that for everie twentie shillings of the old 
decried sterling monies brought into her highnesse exchange here, there should be 
allowed but one and twentie of the new currant monie, her highnesse pleasure is, that 
from henceforth her majestie is pleased to allow for everie twentie shillings of die said 
Old standerd sterling monie, the summe of two and twentie shillings of these new 
monies, and so rateablie and proportionable according to the summe brought into 
the said exchange, and in like fate for all gold and silver or plate of the final's of 
the sterlinge monie decried, which shall be brought in according to the first procla^ 
mation or this. And whereas in her majesties first proclamation, these was no e£~ 
presse mention made of the gold monies or bullion of gold, nor of proffif for bringing 
in 6f them into her majesties exchange, although inclusive it was contained, because 
hereby all monies are decried in general tearms (except those of die new standerd) 
and offer ntade to receive all monies, plate, or bullion, of the finales of the ster- 
ling or better, (which standerd sterling doth comprehend gold monie as well as 
silver) yet for better explanation of her majesties meaning and true seance of the 
former proclamation, we doe, by vertue of the said letters, publish that her ma* 
jesties pleasure is, that all monies, either forraine or of her highnes mmie coine, plate 
of bullion of gold, being of the finenesse aforesaid, which anie person shall bring 
to her majesties exchang, that the maister of her majesties exchange here, and his 
deputie or deputies, shall allow upon the worth of everie twentie shillings thereof 
not onlie twentie shillings of the new standerd monie, but also the overplus of two 
shillings for the same in the said new monie, and so ratablie and proportionably ac- 
cording to the summe stf brought in. And that further her majesties pleasure is, 
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fbt wick old bade mettle as ihall be brought into her majesties said exchange, theae 
shall be allowed after the rate of twelve pence upon the pound. . And for that bee 
majestie is informed that diverse parsons of this realme (especially merchants) 
using not plaine and sincere meaning in the construction of the first proclamation do 
take hold of so much thereof as serveth for the exchange of the monies of the new 
standerd fojr] sterling to be delivered in England, but do not, according to the true 
scope and intent thereof, bring m anie sterling monies for monies of the new standerd 
to be here used, therefore her majesties pleasure is, that after the day of publishiqg 
of this proclamation, what person soever using the trade of merchandize, and all 
others, saving such as be or shall be in her majesties pay or entertainment within this 
kingdome, shall bring in anie monies of the new standerd of this realme into her ma- 
jesties exchange here, to receive for the same monies sterling in England, shall withall 
deliver twentie two shillings in sterling monies into the exchange, as much as one 
full fifth part, at the least, of the summe by him delivered of the hew monies to 
be exchanged doth amount unto, viz. in everie hundred pounds, twentie pounds 
sterling silver, gold, or plate of the finenes aforesaid to that value, and so rateablie 
for anie greater or lesse summe, for which he shall have his bill, directed into Eng- 
land, to receive there sterling for the same, for which sterling decried monies or 
bullion so brought into the exchange he shall have two shillings in the pound without 
deduction, and for the rest he shall pay twelve .pence in the pound, according to the 
proclamation. And for such as are or shall be in her majesties pay or intertainment, 
they may have an exchange without putting in anie monie of the old sterling or bullion 
of so much as there yearlie entertainment doth amount unto, so as they doe not ex- 
cede that proportion, first takeing a corporal 1 oath before the maister of the exchange, 
or his deputie or deputies, that the monie is his owne proper goods, without fraud 
or collusion, and for anie other monies which shall not be of his entertainment, he 
to performe the tenor of this proclamation as the merchants and others ought to doe. 
And if he or they shall not accordinglie bring after that proportion of sterling mo- 
nies, with the monies of the new standerd, when he or they shall come to the ex- 
change, the maister of her majesties exchange nor his deputies shall not be bound to 
give him bills of exchange according to her majesties first proclamation. And for 
the preventing of another fraud used by some merchants resorting to the exchange 
aforesaid, who lend theire names for other men's monies, or take up monie upon 
credit, onelie to make profit by exchange therof, without trading in anie merchan- 
dize, but doe indeed make the said exchange (instituted by her majestie for the good 
of her subjects taking her highnesse pay here, and of the honest and true merchants 
dealing in trade of merchandise) a trade of private gaine ; her majesties pleasure 
therefore is, and so we do publish, by this proclamation, that all and everie merchant 
(and none other) resorting to her majesties exchange, with monies of the new stan- 
derd, to be exchanged for sterling, to be delivered in England, shall bring a cer- 
tifficate from the officers of her majesties customehouse where his goods were entred > 

what goods he entered there, and at what tyme, to the end therby the maister of the 
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exchange and his deputie* may dbcerne that he seketh nothing but the retame of tis 
owne tnonie, and is not a colourer of other mens monies. Also vre do declare, by 
this proclamation, that her majesties pleasure further is, that all and everie passen- 
ger and passengers coming from England do presentlie repaire to the exchange, and 
deliver to the officers here, such sterling monies as they brought with them*, for 
monies currant within this kingdome. And if it be suspected that ante passengers , 

or others do not deale trulie in the deliverie of anie of the said sterling monie, that 
then her majesties officers of the said exchange with the officers of her majesties cus- 
toitoe in the said ports, may search them to see what sterling monies they have, un-> 
lesse they and everie of them will take a voluntarie oath to open the truth, at the 
choise of anie such merchant or merchants, or of anie other sort. And whereas it 
is likely, that divers offences will be committed contrarie to the effect of this and the 
former proclamation, or anie one of them, by persons offending therin, within remote 
places and provinces, which offences and offenders cannot so convenience be called 
up hither, before us the lord deputie and councell, here to be inquired of, sensured 
and punished, as in those remote places, for remedie whereof, and for the more ex- 
pedition of justice in that behalf, we do further publish, command, and authorize 
hereby, in her majesties name, that all and every offence and offences committed and 
done contrarie to the true meaning and effect of this and the other proclamation, within 
the severall provinces of Mounster, Connought, and Ulster, shall be informed, ex- 
amined, sensured, and punished in manner and forme following, viz. such offences 
aforesaid as are or shall be committed within the province of Mounster before, and 
by the president and councell of Mounster for the tyme being ; And the like offences 
committed, or to be committed, within the province of Connought, before and by 
the cheife commissioner and councell of Connought for the tyme being ; and the 
like offence committed, or to be committed, within the remote parts of the province 
of Ulster, before and by the severall governours of Carrickfergus, Loughfoyle, 
and Ballishennon, for the tyme being, within theire limits and jurisdictions : and 
that the said president and other person and persons, authorised hereby to receive such 
information, shall from time 4o time, as convenientlie as they may, make their se- 
verall certificates to us the lord deputie and councell here for the time being, or to 
the said councell authorized in the absence of the lord deputie as aforesaid, what 
their proceedings shall be in that behalfe, Provided alwaies, that if any person or 
persons shall seize any monie, bullion, or plate, by vertue of this proclamation, for 
anie offence committed contrary to the forme of the same, shall after such seizure or 
cause of information given, preferte an information before the lord deputie, or other 
governour and councell of this realme for the time being, or before the privie coun- 
cell in the absence as aforesaid, or before such other person or persons, as by this 
proclamation is severally limitted and authorized to receive such information in her 
majesties name, within thirty daies after such seizure and offence committed, or 

* To be exchanged : I suppose is wasting. 
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Otherwise shall hayeno benefit of aqy penalty laid ttowne for any offence committed 
contrarie to the forme of tfcia proclamation. Lastty, her majesties pleasure is, and 90 
we do. publish by this proclamation, that where divers covetous persons, ap well 
merchants, retailers, victuallers, apd such like, do, by colour of this new gtapderd, 
tnony, inhance the prices both of victuals and other necessaries, that therefore her 
hjghnesse pleasure and commandement is, and so we do hereby declare in her mqjestitt 
name, that all mafrrs and cheif officers of corporations, and clerks of the market*, 
and all other justices of peace and other officers, to whome it shall appertains, do 
diligentlie and carefully looke to theire offices and charge in this behalfe as they will 
answer at their perills, her mtyestie takeing it in verie evil part, that this her highness© 
purpose being intended for the generall good of the kingdome should be thus per- 
verted by some private persons for theire private gaine. Given at her majesties castk; 
of Dublin, the ninth of June, 1602, 
. - By the Queeoe. 

No. XXII. Upon the late alteration of thestanderd of our monies in tfris realme, A - D - 
whereunto we were led as well by example* of pur progenitors, who had ever made jr^ 
a difference betwene the monies of this realme and our realme of England, as also by offic. ib* 
a necessary providence of keeping the sterling monies both from the hands of .our"^ tt ~ 
rebels here, and also from transportation into forraine countries, which cheifly by 
the said rebels and th^r fautors was done, we did erect an exchange for the use of 
all sorts of our subjects and others, wing entercourse betwen theise two realme*,' 
fpr converting of monies of the new standard of this realme into English monies in 
England, and of English monies into monies of this realme reciprocally, hoping 
that the honest and upright carriog of merchants, in an equal exersise of trafficke 
betwixt the two realms, would have, caused in the said exchange an indifferent and 
mutuall commodotie both to the merchant for his trade, and to us in our payments,, 
and both theire and our iqteqtions have concurred in preserving the sterling &ionie% 
from the rebels and from transportation into forraine countries, but in this little time 
of experience which \ye have made thereof, being not yet two years past, we have 
found our expectation greatlie deceived, and the scope given in the first institution 
of the exchange exceedinglie abused by the sleights and cunings of merchants, which 
though we did immediately upon the beginning of the exchange discover to be 
breeding, yet did we not thinke that the same would ever have growne to such aft 
height as since we have perceived, wherefore we did, by some restrictions and li- 
mitations, seek to containe those frauds within reasonable boundes, but it feUeth out 
that the remedies proposed have bene go farr from easing the grief, as whatsoever 
hath been by us prescribed for redresse hath but served for a ground and pretext of 
new inventions of deceit, for that by the cuning of some merchants the scope given 
by our proclamations to the said exchange is so abused, as that some merchant, who 
hath brought commoditie into this kingdome out of our realme of England, hath 
not been content to sell the same for reasonable gaine, but haveing raised the price 
of the same commodity to so much in the new monies as doe in there true valuer of 

N2 



100 APPENDIX. 

silver alnhfet countervaile the sterling he paid for it there, viz. that which cost him 
tenn shillings sterling to thirtye shillings sterling, and after that rate, that which cost 
him an hundred pounds to three hundred, he hath returned to our exchange the same 
three hundred pounds which being answered him there in sterling/ yieldeth him profit 
of three for one at least, which is so great a gaine as noe adventure of anie merchants 
unto the furthermost parts of traffique doth yeld, and to us such a burthen, as if the 
same should be permitted were nothing else in effect but to make our exchequer a mart 
tot the cunning of merchants to worke upon ;> besides, many of them have of pur- 
pose to make proffit by the said exchange, bought vp old bills of debts from divers 
persons, to whom paiment hath upon just consideration been deferred, and com- 
pounding for the same for small summes of monie of the new standard, returned the. 
whole upon us by exchang, whereby they have made an exceeding proffit contrary to 
the true meaning of our proclamation, intended for the use and benefit of such as 
used an honest and direct course of merchandise, by which fraud theire is ever a 
' great quantitie of monies of the new stand returned upon us for sterling monies in 
this realme, but neyther is their anie proportionable quantities of sterling monies 
heere, and consequentlie there doth grow upon us an intollerable burden in con- 
tinual payments of sterling monies, and yet the two mischiefs which were the chiefe 
cause of alteration of the standerd are not remedied, that is the preserving of the 
sterling monies from the rebels, and from transportation into forraine countries, for 
little of it being brought in by the merchants of this countrie, and the same bang not 
currant to be used heare amongst our good subjects we find it is partly transported 
and partly falleth into the hands of the rebels, wherewith they have been the better 
ennabled to continue in their wicked courses. Wherefore for redresse of so great 
abuse daily practised by merchants, we doe hereby publish that our mening is, that 
from the day of the publishing hereof the places of exchanging of monies shall be 
onely at Dublin for this our realme of Ireland, and at London for our realme of 
England, for all such as use the trade of merchandize, but for all others that are 
in our pay and haveing wages of us,* as being of our armie or otherwise, there shall 
be a bancke maintained at Corke as heretofore to receive theire bills, but the bills re- 
ceived their shall be payable onely at London. And for the use of passingers and 
souldiours departing out of this our realme into England, there shall be likewise 
exchanges at Bristoll and Chester, so as po such souldiour or passinger do bring 
thither any bill containing above the summe of foure pounds : but for the merchants 
there shall not be at the said places of Chester and Bristoll anie payments of bills 
leturned, but onely at our citie of London in such manner as is hereafter expressed. 
And further our pleasure and meaning is, that the said exchange shall extend onely 
to such *£ now are, or hereafter, from time to time, shall be in our pay here, serving 
us in the field, or in wards or garrisons, and to all officers of government of justice 
of our revenues, or of our exchange, and to sueh others as are contained in our es- 
tablishment, to all and everie of whome we are pleased to allow the benefit of 
exchanging: monies of the new standerd of this realme into monies currant of 
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England (wanting onely twelve pence sterling in the poimd) viz. yearly te each of 
them rateably in his degree for so rauch as he doth save above his expence of thit 
which he doth receive yearly of us, or ought to receive clearly, for his pay, all 
deductions and defalcations being foreprised : and also for such further sutnme or 
summes, as our deputie or other governour or goventours of this our realme; and 
councell hare, for the time being, or four of them at the least, shall thinke meet 
to allow to them, or any of them', upon his or their demands, so as the ramme' w 
sUmmes, so to he allowed, do not exceed the summe or sumibes of his ortheire 
yearly fees, pay, or intertainmcnt, and the warrant of such our said deputie, go- 
vernour or governours, and councell/ shall be sufficient warrant to the maister of 
the exchange and his deputies, io make and give forth bills of exchange for audi 
summe and sununes as shall be contained and sett downe in the said warrant or 
warrants, according to the purpose and true meaning of the same, so alwaies that 
the monies so to be delivered in exchange be his or their owne proper money, and not 
borrowed, and that there be noe fraud used by any of them in abusing this our li- 
beralise and favour contrary to our true meaning ; for prevention whereof, and for 
the better discoverie of all frauds; our pleasure is, that the master of our exchang, 
and his deputie or deputies, for the time being, shall, and may have power and au- 
thority, by vertue. hereof, as well by examination of the partie or parties, upon 
his or theire booke oaths, as by • all other good means and circumstances seeming 
most meet to him or them, for the better 'finding out of any abuse tending to the de- 
frauding of our true intention and meaning. And for others usinge trade of mer- 
chandize although they deserve noe fauour in regard of the firaude wherewith many 
of them have abused our gracious meaning, in the institution of our exchange in* 
tended, and in regard of the excessive raising of the prises of all wares, wherby both 
our subjects are extreamly burthened here, and we intollerablie charged in the ex+ 
changin England, yet in the regard of the povertie of this our realme wherby we 
conceive that their wanteth sufficient commodities of the growth and manufacture of 
this kingdome wherewith to maintains trafficque, we are pleased to maintaine for 
their use an exchange in this manner. That everie such person, not being of those 
that belong to our establishment, but a merchant, who shall deliver to the master 
of the exchange or his deputies, in this realme, one hundred pounds, wherof fortie 
pounds shall be of the standerd of sterling in monie or plate of silver, or of gold, 
and three score pounds in. mixt monies of the new standerd of this realme shall receive 
of the said master of the exchange, or his deputies, a bill directed to the bancke of 
exchange in England, where the same is payable, whereby he shall receive for ech 
hundreth pounds, delivered here in that manner, one hundred pounds in monies 
currant of England, wanting onely twenty pence in the pound, as heretofore as been 
ordained for ech pound of the mixt monies delivered, and for the sterling no defal- 
cation to be made, and alter that rate for more or lease in quantitie. And to the 
end that the frauds used by some merchants may be the better prevented, and the 
master of the exchange, or his. deputies, understand that he dealeth truly in bringing 
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1iis monies to the exchange • our pleasure is, that every such merchant, resorting to 
the exchange, shall bring a certifficat from the officers of our etistomekouse where 
his goods wereentred, what goods he hath entred there, and at what tyme, to the 
end that it may thereby be discerned, that he seeketh nothing biit the: netnrne of his 
owne mome* and is not a colourer of other mens, And that it may be lawfull to the 
matter of our exchange, or in his absence to his deputies to put every such merchants 
or their factors, resorting to the exchange for bilk of exchange, to their corporal! 
oath, that such old decried monies brought by them to passe there ne# monies withall, 
came not, nor Was brought out of England by the means, procurement, . or know-* 
ledg, of any such taerchant or merchants, of their factors, directly or indirectly > 
after the publishing of this proclamation. And for that diverse noblemen and gen* 
tlemen of this realm haye cause many times to repaire into England, either for suits, 
or other neoessarie causes, and some have children there, eyther at the universities, 
or at the innes of court, or chancery, or in our service at court, who shall have cause 
foi- those purposes, to use sterling monies, and to have the monies of this reakne 
cota verted into monies currant of England : We are pleased, that all such shall have the 
benefit of the exchange in such manner as for those of our armies is above limited* 
for such yearly summes of money, as our deputie or other our governour or go* 
vernors of this our realme, and councell for the tyme being shall think good to allow 
* to any of them upon their demands. And the warrant of our said deputie or other 
governor or governors of this our realme for th£ time beikig, and councell, or four of 
them at the least, shall be a sufficient warrant to the maister of our exchange or his 
deputies, for the giving forth of bills of exchange proportionable, according to the 
said warrants to the said noblemen and gentlemen requiring the same. And whereas 
severall covetous and contemtuous persons, notwithstanding our aeverall former 
proclamations heretofore published forbidding the use of all maimer of monies other 
then that of the new standerd newly erected by us, and authorized. by our said pro- 
clamations,, have in contempt therof and of our prerogative royall, traded with mo* 
nies forbidden and decried by the said proclamations, against which inconvenience 
such course is to be taken as the punishment of such offenders may be an occasion 
to cause others to be fearfull to fell into the same danger, for a caution whereof as 
heretofore we have eftsoone willed and commanded, so by this present proclamation 
we do will and command, that no person or persons whatsoever henceforth shall 
trafficque or trade with any of the said decried monies or bullion, or make or take 
any payments, or wages, fees, stipends, or debts, or shall take or use in bargaining, 
or in any manner of trade commercing or dealing, betwixt party and party, for any 
matter of agreement, contract or condition whatsoever, directly or indirectly, any 
of the said monies decried by the said former proclamations, or any other monie or 
bullion whatsoever, contrary to the forme and true meaning of either of the said 
former or this present proclamation, and that if any person or persons whatsoever 
shall offend herein, directly or indirectly, that such person or persons so offending 
jh&U for his or their contempt be punished by imprisonment, and by such fine as hia 
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contempt shall deserve in the judgement of the lord deptftte or other gPTerapr pr go* 
veraors general 1 of this realme and councell of the same for the tywe bqing, a^d i# 
the absence of the said lord deputy or other governor or governors, by the councell 
authorized in such absence, and by such other person and persons, as by tfris pro- 
clamation hereafter shall be limitted and appointed. Provided neyertjbeje&se, that 
all goldsmiths, free of any citty or corporatte towne within this realme may, by 
way of traffique, receive or exchange plate for plate, or any other vvrought gold 
or silver, and utter the same for money of this new standerd; and that it shall be 
lawfull for all magistrates and others our chief officers, as raaiors, sheriffes, chiefe 
officers of corporate towns, and justices of our peace, as shall be informed of the t 
paiment or receipt of any such monies or bullion decried to seize upon the same to 
our use, and shall bring the same into our exchange, within thirtye dayes n$gt after 
such seizing, upon paine of imprisonment, and such fine to be imposed upon him as 
shall be thought fit by the lord deputie and councell, or by the councell authorized 
in his absence ; and that everie person, giving information of the paiment or receipt 
of any such monies decried or bullion, shall have the one half of so much as shall 
be assessed upon the said information, when the seizure cannot be made, and to be 
otherwise recompenced or preferred as shall seem meet to our said deputie, or to 
such other person or persons before whome such enformation shall be seized and ad- 
judged for his paines, or the moitie of such fine or fines as shall be made according 
to this proclamation and according to the desert of the enformer. And further 
our pleasure is, for everie twentie shillings of the old decried sterling monie 
brought or hereafter to be brought into our exchange here, by any person or per- 
sons whatsoever, according to this or any former proclamations, that there shall be 
allowed for every twenty shillings of the said old standerd sterling, silver monte, so 
brought and to be brought in, the summe of twentie and two shillings of thqise new 
monies, and so ratablie and proportionablie, according to the summe so brought 
into the exchange, and in like rate for all gold and silver, or plate, of the fineoes of 
the sterling monies decried, which shall be brought in according to this or any of the 
said former proclamations. And further our pleasure is, that from henceforward for 
all monies either forraine or of our owne coyne, plate or bullion of gold, being of the 
finenes of English sterling, which any person or persons hereafter shall bring to our 
exchange here, that the maister of our exchange here, and his deputie or deputies, 
shall allowe, upon the worth of everie twentie shillings therof, not onely twentie 
shillings of the new standerd monie, but also an overplus of* shillings and six pence 
for the same in the said new standerd, and so ratably and proportionably according to 
the summe so brought in. And also our pleasure is, for all such old base monie as 
shall be brought into our exchange here, there shall be allowed after the rate of ten 
upon the hundred to be paid in the said new monies. And whereas many greedie and, 
eo Yetous persons will adventure and behold to counterfeit and forge monies like unto 
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the monies pf this new standerd, or shall bring into this realm any such counterfeit 
monies to the intent the same should be littered here, and the same so counter- 
feited, or brought in, they or any knowing the same to be counterfeited, shall 
utter and put abroad in deceit of our people, and in incroching upon our pre- 
rogative royall, we therfore desirous so heinous malefactors should receive such 
punishment as the greatnes of such offence doth require, do hereby will and com* 
mand all maiors, sheriffes, justices of the peace, and all other our officers, and lov- 
ing subjects to enquire, seeke, and finde out all manner person or persons offending 
in manner as is aforesaid, to their uttermost powere, and such offender or offenders 
to arest and apprehend, and them to commit to the next gaill, their to receive such 
punishment as by the laws and statutes of this realme are ordeyned. Also we fur- 
ther declare our pleasure to be, and so doe command, that all and everie passinger 
or passingers, coming out of our realme of England into this land, do presently 
repairr to the exchange, and deliver to the officers thereof such sterling monie as 
they brought with them to be exchanged for monies currant within this kingdom, 
and if it be suspected that any passingers or others do not deale truly in the deh- 
verie of any of the said sterling monies, that then our officers of the said exchange, 
and our officers of our custome in the said ports may search such passinger . and 
passingers to see what sterling monie they have. And also, that the master of the 
exchange, of in his absence, his deputie or deputies, may put all and everie such 
passinger and passingers to their corporall oath to open the truth, what monies of 
the old decried sterling monies they have brought with them directly or indirectly. 
And where it is likely that divers offences will be committed contrary to the effect 
of this proclamation by persons offending therin within remote places and provinces, 
which offences and offenders cannot so convenientlie be called up hither, before 
our deputie and counsell heere, to be enquired of, sensured, and punished, as in those 
remote places, for remedy wherof, and for more expedition of justice in that behalfe, 
we do further publish, command, and authorize hereby, that all .and every offence 
and offences committed and done contrary to the true meaning and effect of this 
proclamation, within the severall provinces of Mounster, Connoght and Ulster, 
shall be.enformed, examined, sensured and punished in manner and forme follow- 
ing, viz. Such offences aforesaid as are or shall be committed within the province 
of Mounster, before and by the lord president and councell of Mounster for the 
time being ; and like offences committed or to be committed within the province of 
Connoght, before and by the cheif commissioners and councell of Connoght for the 
tyme being ; and the like offences committed or to be committed within the remote 
parts of the province of Ulster, before and by the severall governors of Carrick- 
fergus, Loghfoyle and Balleshenen, for the tyme being, within there limits and 
jurisdictions ; and that the said president, and other person or persons, authorised 
hereby to receive such information shall, from tyme to tyme, as conveniently as 
they may, make their severall certificats to our deputie or councell here, for the 
tyme being, or to the said councell, authorized in the absence of the lord deputie 
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^foresaid. And no$r hating ^aqriairietLamnepart of the abuses offered to us in the 
^exchange, and declared oor pleasures for the reformation of thsm, we due not doubt 
but that as upon theibrmer restrictions by us proposed ib the same epd, so now 
•many ill-minded persons will not stick to slander our doings, as though there were 
*ot in us an honourable mqaning, to performe what. here we have proposed, whereof, 
although our ptocedings shall, by their just and true effect, manifest the contrary, 
yet because evill tongues accustomed to calumniate the actions of princes are some- 
times the instruments of alteration of peoples minds from their dutyfull opinions of 
4heir soverains, where there is .to us nothing so deare as the conservation of the love 
of our subjects, we doe (for preventing of any such malicious purposes) require all 
majestrats and officers, who have any charge in the government of this our kingdotae 
to have an ewe to such evil rumours and to the spreaders of them, and such as they 
shall find to b$ authors or instruments of divulging any slanderous speeches touch- 
ing this matter of the exchange, to make them an example for other, to be admo- 
nished by, and to assure all men, that this institution of base monies in this king- 
dome hath had his cheifest ground, upon hope we hid thereby to weaken the rebels 
of this kingdome, whoe by the use of sterling monies had, and have means to pro- 
vide themselves from forraine parts of all things necessary to maintaioe their evill 
courses, and that the same being this way partly, and partly by the powere of our 
armie, once suppressed, we shall have just cause to restore the monies of this realm 
to such estate as our progenitors have accustomed to use here. Given at our castle 
of Dublin the xxiiii of Janvarie 1603. 

No. XXIII. See Mory son's history of Ireland, Vol. II. p. 145. Edit. Dub. 1735. 

No. XXIV. Ibidem, page 221. 

By the lord justice and councell. A. D* 

Mountjoy. ^os. 

No. XXV. Whereas in the life iyme of our late soveraigne lady of famous me- RouTof- 
mory queene Elizabeth, there was one proclamation made by her highnes, dated &*. 
at Dublin the 24th of Januarie last, concerninge the establishinge of a currant ^^J" 
coyne in this realme of a new standard, as by the said proclamation in print may 
more playnelie and particulerlie appeare, for as much as sithence the decease of our 
said soveraigne lady, and in the iyme of our most gracious soveraigne lord the king 
that now is, some ignorant and misconceiving persons (as we are informed) doe 
affirme, that by the decease of our said soveraigne lady the force and effect of the 
said proclamation is determined, some others covetous and greedy persons doe refuse 
to receive by way of payment, or commercinge, the said monies of the new standard, 
and others, the worse affected persons of all, doe very lewdly and seditiouslie give 
out a lawfull libertie upon a supposed vacancy and interregnum, wheras in truth 
both by law and allegeance all good subjects ought instantly to obey all such for- 
mer proclamations and lawes made and in force in the tyme of our said soveraigne 
ladye, as well in the tyme of our said soveraigne lord the king's majesty, that now 
is, as in the tyme before. For remedie wherof, and for prevention of many other 
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inconveniences, and especiallie that our soveraigne lord the kinge, thai now w, umj 
have no cause but to thinke that we his highues officers and subjects of this king- 
dome will, in all duty, love and loyaltie, holde and shew our obedience and service 
to his majestie, as we have done to his noble progenitors and auncestors (as by just 
dutie and allegeance we ought) we therfore the lord justice and councell, late 
established heere, have published this present proclamation, in his majesties name, 
- hereby requiringe and commandinge that all manner of officers and subjects of 
this realme, of what name, dignitie, honour, stile or qualitie soever they be, and 
everie of them, to be obedient, and well to performe the proclamation aforesaid of 
the new standard coyne in perticular, as also all other proclamations, lawes, statutes, 
injunctions, decrees and orders, in validities use and force, at the tyme of our late 
said soveraigne lady her decease : and that they and everie of them accomplish and 
performe the same to all intents and purposes hereafter towardes our soveraigne lord 
the kinge that howe is, as by their dutie and allegiance they ought ; and untill his. 
highnes shall be pleased to signifie his pleasure touchinge any alteration or revo- 
cation on that behalfe, and as they and everie of them will answere to the contrarie 
at their uttermost perills. Given at his majesties castle of Dublin the 18th of 
Aprill 1603. 
^" **" By the lord deputy and councell. 

Rolls * George Caiy. 

office. No.- XXVI. The kings most excellent majesty upon such true advertisement 

° P " as he hath received, as well from the lord lieutenant of this kingdome as from the 
lord deputy and counsell of the same, of the extreame dearth of all things in this 
realme, with many other inconveniences, occasioned onlie through the alteration of 
the stapderd of the monyes in the same, his majesty, according to his naturall 
inclination, to advance the good of his subjects, and the care he hath taken ever 
since he came to this crowne to see the same redressed, hath had many consultations 
with his hignes councell to that purpose. And forasmuch as it hath appeared to 
# be verie hard, without a silver coyne, to remove those great inconveniences which 

the baser coyne hath brought forth, his majesty, for the greater ease and commoditie 
of his armie and good subjects of this realme, hath thought meete not only to esta- 
blish a new standard of nyne ounces fyne silver, beinge the antient standard of this 
kingdome, but also to reduce the base mixt monyes of three ounces fyne to their 
value in silver, and for the use of the poorer sort to allowe the monyes of meere 
t copper, as pence and half-pence, to have still their course amongst his majesties 
subjects with such caution as hereafter shall be expressed. All which his majestie, 
by his highnes letters, dated at Woodstocke the seaventene day of September last, 
in the firate yeare of his majesties reigne of England, France and Ireland, and 
of Scotland the thirtie-seaventh, hath authorized us to establish. We therefore, 
in his majesties name, doe hereby proclayme and publish his majesties expresse will 
and pleasure to be, tjhat from the eleventh day of this October 1603, each peece 
of the said new standard of nyne ounces fyne, bearing the name of a shilling, shall 
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foe currant and be taken of all persons in this kingdome for twelve pence sterlings, 
and all other peeces of that new standard of silver rateablie, according* to their 
proportion to the saide twelve pence. And for that there may be a due proportion 
betwixt the base mixt monyes now currant here, and the said new standard of silver 
his majesties, will and commandement is> and so we hereby, in his majesties name, 
proclayme and establish, that from the day aforesaid the said mixt monyes be called 
down to a thirde parte, the piece of twelve pence to be currant for foure pence of 
this new standard, and all other peeces of the said mixt coyne, after the same rate, 
and so to run currant and he taken by all his majesties subjects in this kingdome 
notwithstanding these fyner monyes nowe established. And for such monyes as are 
of meere copper as pence and half-pence his majesties pleasure and commandement 
likewise is, and so we doe, in his majesties name, proclayme and establish, that the 
saide peeces of coyne of pence and half-pence, being of meere copper, shall still 
have course and be currant, at the same rate they are now, amongst his majesties 
people in this kingdome, for the more necessary use of the poorer sort, with this 
caution and proviso notwithstanding, that no man is hereby bounde to take or 
receive of the said copper pence or half-pence in any payment above fiftie shillingea f 
in the hundreth poundes, and after that rate in lesse or greater sommes, viz. the 
fortieth part of any payment And for that all men have herebie a meanes to utter 
the moneys of meere copper, beinge pence and half-pence, which are kept currant 
chiefely for the relief and sustentation of the lives of the poore, who are not able 
otherwise to helpe themselves then by the charitable devotion of others : We doe 
therefore chardge and command all such as sell victuall, or other commodities, 
fitt for their relief, to receive of the said poore the said pence and half-pence, soe 
it excede not foure pence at a tyme. We doe further straightelie chardge and 
command all manner of people within this kingdome, to observe all this his majes- 
ties mil and commandement upon payne of fortie dayes imprisonement, without 
baile or enlargement, and such other fyne and punishment as for their demerits in 
breaking the same, or any part therof, shall by us the lord deputie and counsell 
be thought fitt to be inflicted, as upon those that impugne his majesties royall pre- 
rogative. And for as much as this his majesties princelie care of the welfare of 
his subjectes deserveth, on their partes, all dutifull obedience and thaakfullnes, 
which they can no way better expresse then by ratinge their commodities at such 
reasonable prises, as upon this alteration of the standard, and reducinge the mixt 
monyes to their true value, is now expected, which we doubt not will by well 
mynded subjects be willinglie performed, $c. $c. #c\ x Given at his majesties 
castle of Dublin the eleventh day of October, 1603. 

By the lord deputie and councelL a. d. 

George Gary. - 1604. 

No. XXVII. Whereas the king's most excellent majestic, by former procla- R ^ s c ' of ; 
nation, hath caused the base mixt monyes now currant here, to be called downe fice, ibi ut 
to a third part, and the peece of twelve pence of that money to be currant for foure supnu 
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pence of the new standerd of silver, rind all otter peeces of the said mint eoyhc after 
the same rate, which is the verie true value of them* No\*c to the end thtft titan 
Buj.be sufficient monies for thfe subjects lise in ail cofctracte, comttertes dad pay* 
meats, at such rates as no man can have ctillour to refuse ; we therefore; hi hii rtna- 
jesties name, and according to his highnes letters dated at Hampton-court tht 
fifteenth day of October, in the second yeare of his majesties . reigde of England j 
France and Ireland, and of Scotland the eight and thirtieth, dbe hereby proclayme* 
publish and establish, that from this present two and twentieth day of Januarit 
the said mixt monies be called downe to a fourth part, and that the peece formerlie 
beinge twelve pence, and sithence being so made foure pence, is and shall be cur* 
rant for three pence of the said new standerd of silver, and all other peeces of the 
said mixt coyne after the same rate, and soe to runne currant and be taken by all 
his majesties subjectes in this kingdome. And we doe further signifie, tint this his 
majesties favour is extended onlie to the intent to cause store of monyes to be cur* 
rent within this kingdome, for the furtherance of commerce, trade and contracted 
untill there may be greater plentie of the said new standerd of silver ; and we doe 
moreover straightly chardge and command all manner of people within this king- 
dome, to observe all this his majesties will and pleasure upon payne of fortie dayes 
imprisonment, without baile or enlargement, and suche other fyne and punishement 
as by us the lord deputie and counsell shall be thought fitt to be inflicted upon 
such contemners of his majesties royall prerogative. Given at his majesties 
castle of Dublin this two and twentieth of Januarie, in the seconde yeare of his 
majesties reigne of England, France and Ireland, and of Scotland the eight and 
thirtieth. 
A. D. By the lord deputie and counsell. 

1600. Arthure Chichester. 

fice ibi°ut ^°' XXVIII. Whereas our late soveraigne ladie Elizabeth, in the tyme of the 
supra. late rebellion, did establish a standart of mixt monies, especialHe for the payment of 
her highnes armies, which then stood, and was of necessitie to be maynteyned ib this 
kingdome, her highnes notwithstandinge allowinge die exchange of the said monies 
in England, to her exceedinge chardge and expence of treasure ; and whereas, alter 
the death of the said late queene, the rebellion beinge appeased, and the greatest 
part of the armie beinge discharged, the kings most excellent majestic, that nofre is, 
beinge given to understand, that the said mixt monies did breed many grievances 
and inconveniencees to the subjects of this real me, was therebppon graciouslte 
pleased by a proclamation, bearinge date the eleventh of October, in the yeare of 
our Lord God 1603, not onelie to decrie the said mixt monies to the true value 
thereof, but also to establish a new standard of nyne ounces fyne silver, being the 
antient standard of this kingdome, eyerie peece whereof bearinge the name of a 
shillinge should goe currant, and be taken for twelve pence sterlinge, and all other 
peeces of the said new silver standard should passe and be taken rateable, accordinge 
to the quantitie and proportion of the same, for as much as his majestic by his 
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severalt letters of the five and twentieth of June, and of the thirtieth of September 
last past, hath expressely signified unto us, that the said worde stertioge, <ftd breed 
an error, beinge construed as if everie of the said harpfeshillings should be takeq for 
sixteen penee of tho money of this countries and soe should came as high a Wjhujtiop 
as the sterlinge shillingeof England, Whereas in truth hishighnes meaning was, and- 
is, that everie of the said harpe shillings shall have and beare the name and value 
onlye of twelve penee Irisbe, accordinge, to the old standard of this regime, which 
in true value is but nyne pence Englishe, and not of the value of twelve pence ster- 
linge, accordinge to the standard of England, we doe therefore, in his majesties name, 
and by his highnes expresse commanderaent, proclayme and publishe, that front 
henceforth the said word or name of sterlinge shall not be given, applied or construed, 
to the said harpe shilling, beinge of the standard of nyne ounces fine silver, but that 
the said word or name of sterlinge, in that respect, shall be utterly abolished in this 
kingdome, and that everie silver harpe shillinge of the said standart of nyne ounce* 
fine silver shall be called twelve pence Irish, or twelve pence currant money of Ireland, 
and not for twelve pence sterlinge, or twelve pence currant money of England, and 
that all and every person or persons whoe from henceforth are, or is, to paie or re- 
ceave twelve pence Irish, or twelve pence lawfull money of Ireland, shall pay or re- 
ceave one harpe shillinge of nyne ounces fine silver, and not six pence half penny 
farthinge (as of late hath bene used) for and in satisfaction of the said twelve pence ' 
Irish, or twelve pence lawfull money of Ireland, and shall paie or receave all other 
somes of money, accordinge to the same rate, and all and every person or persons 
whoe are, or is to paie or receave twelve pence sterlinge, or twelve pence lawfull 
money of or in England, shall pay or receave sixteene pence of the said new harpe 
monies of nyne ounces fine silver, for every such twelve pence sterlinge, or twelvq 
pence currant money of or in England. Provided alwaies, that all payments to bee 
made to any person or persons, beinge warrant onelie by liste establishment or con- 
cordatum alreadie made and past, and not by letters patents under the gr^ate seale or 
speeiall direction hereafter from his majestie, shall be made accordinge to the rate or 
ftandart of the said newe harpe monies, of "nyne ounces - fine silver, beinge lawfull 
money of Ireland, and shall not be made accordinge to die rate or standart . of 
English monies or lawfull money of England. And for that the word sterling? hath 
bredd manye doubts in contracts, receipts and payments in this kingdome, yt is 
therefore his majesties expresse will and pleasure to avoide all ambiguities in that be- 
halfc; that from hencefourth in all contracts, receipts, and payments, his npjjesties sub- 
jects of this kingdome shall use the word of* currant or lawfull money of Ireland, 
whereby shall be understood money of the said standart of nine ounces fine silver 
proper to this kingdome. Given att his majesties castle of Dublin the eleaventh daye 
of November in the forth yeare of his majesties raigne of England, France and Ire- 
land, and of Scotland the fortieth, 1606. 
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By the Lord Deputy and Councell. 
Arthur Chichester. - , 

A. D. No. XXIX. •Whereas our late soveraigne ladie Queene Elizabeth of famous me* 
5 Jacf i mor * e d*d uppon good and wise considerations alter the coyne of this kingdome, and 
Rolls of. erect ^ standart of course monies during the late rebellion, and to the end the said 
fice,ibiut courge or m jxt monies might the better passe and bee currant, the said late Queen 
did by publique proclamation forbid the use of all other moneys within this realme, 
and namelie and especiallie of the monies of England, so as the said monies of Eng- 
land, or all English monies being of the standard of England, and not of the 
standard of Ireland, have sithence the said proclamation bene in the nature of bul- 
lion only within this kingdome ; and albeit it hath pleased the kinges moste excellent 
majestie sithence his cominge to the crowne to amend the coursenes of the mixt coyne, 
and to settle a standard of monie of nyne ounces fyne silver, proper for this realme, 
to be the lawfull and currant money of Ireland, notwithstandinge, because the mo- 
nies of the said new silver standard cannot be coyned in England, and sent over thi- 
ther with such speed as his majesties service doth many tymes require, nor id such 
quantitie as is sufficient and necessarie for his majesties subjects to use in commerce 
and trafficque, in every part of this kingdome, his majestie hath signified * to revive 
the use of the said monies of England, within this realme, soe as it be with the 
preservation of the difference betwene the monies of this kingdome and of that ; wee 
doe therefore in his majesties name, and by his majesties expresse commaadement, 
declare, proclaime, and publish, that fr<>m henceforth all such monies of England, 
or oulde English monies, beinge of the standard of England, and not of the standard 
of Ireland, as doth nowe remayne, or hereafter shall be brought into this realme, 
shall passe and be currant within this kingdome, in this manner, and according to 
their rates following, viz. the peece of twelve pence or shillinge of England foe 
sixteene pence of the said currant money of Ireland, of nyne ounces fyne silver, and 
soe all other peeces to passe and be currant after that rate and proportion, and that 
* as his majestie shall from tyme to tyme issue and send of the monies of England into 
this realme for his highnes owne service and affaires, soe all his majesties subjects, 
and all other persons, having trade or commerce within this kingdome, may safely 
use, receave, and passe in payment, the said English monies, according to the rate 
aforesaid, any proclamation, commandement, restrainte, or prohibition heretofore 
made by the said late Queene Elizabeth, of famous memorie, or the king's most ex- 
cellent majestic that nowe is, or by any lord deputye, lord justice and counsell of this 
kingdome, to the contrarie in any wise notwithstanding. Given at his majesties castle 
of Dublin the nyneteenth day of May, in the fiftyeare of his majesties raigne of Eng- 
land, France and Ireland, and of Scotland the fortieth. 

* Some words wanted bete* 
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By the Kinge. 

No. XXX. Whereas we are dailie informed by the officers of our mint and other* A - D - 
wise, that as well divers of our naturall borne subjects, both goldsmiths, merchants, Q j m /i # 
and men of other trades, as also strangers inhabiting within this our realrae of Eng- Rolls of. 
land, have presumed, for their private lucre and gaine, and dailie doe presume tof^l 
weigh all sorts of monies currant within this our realme of England, to the end to 
cull out the ould and new monies, which either by not wearinge, or by anie other 
accident in the makinge therof, are more weighty then the rest, some part of which 
monies soe culled out we have found (when that pleased ourselfe to enter into the ex- 
amination therof) to be dailie openly sould to goldsmithes, and by them imploied 
for the makeinge of plate and vessell of all sorts, within this our realme of England, 
and some part to be transported into forraine parts for private mens perticuler gaine, 
wherby there is a greate scarcity of good monie likelie to ensue, if present remedie 
bee not provided for the same ; we therefore, in our princely care, intendinge with 
all convenient speede to redresse soe greate and insufferable a mischief, doe by this 
proclamation make knowen unto all men, that our will and pleasure is, and we doe 
hereby straightlie charge and command that noe goldsmith, or other person or per- 
sons, of what estate soever hee or they bee, (other then the master and officers of our 
mint for the service and imployment therof) presume, or enterprise, to melt anie ' 
monies of gold and silver, being the proper coynes of any our realmes or dominions, 
or currant within the same, or any of them, either to make plate or vessell therof, 
or for anie other use whatsoever, or doe presume to cull or chuse out from the rest 
anie weightie monies, to the intent to convey the same out of the realme, or to 
melte, or otherwise to alter it from coyne, upon paine of our heavie displeasure, 
and of such paines and punishments as uppon the contemners of our royall com- 
mandement, grounded uppon the publique good, may be inflicted. Given att our 
maiinor of Greenewich the eigteenth day of May, in the ninth yeare of our raigne 
of Great-Britaine, France and Ireland. 

No. XXXI. Rymer's Foedera, Tom. xviii. p. 108. 

No. XXXII. Ibidem, p. 143. 

No. XXXIII. Ibidem, Tom. xix. p. 389. 

No. XXXIV. Ibidem, p. 760, 

No. XXXV. Rolls office, Dublin. 

No. XXXVI. Ibidem. + 

By the Lord Deputy and Council. A. O. 

Wentworth. „ 1( *4. 

No. XXXVII. Whereas divers complaints have been made unto us the lord de- office 
puty from several parts of this kingdome, concerning the stop and refusall of far* book, A. 
thing tokens, proceeding as well from the abuse in counterfeiting the same, as in Dr 'p col _ 
causing the same to pass in payment either for commodities, or for wages to workmen lection, 
and labourers, in greater quantities then was intended, which abuses are become a v<i *p*42. 
great burthen and grievance to his majesties people in many parts of the realme, for 
the remedy and reformation whereof, and to the end that the said farthing tokens 
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may be used onley for exchange in small summes, but not to be put upon any in 
-great payments : These ate therefore in his majesties name to publish and declare, 
.that it is utterly unlawfull and eocpresly contrary to his majesties fetter patents and 
proclamations, that any. such farthingtokens should be inforeed upon anypeore la- 
bourers or workmen, or any other person or persons in any payment, either of great 
vor lesser summes, and it is further declared, that no person Should pay above two 
'pence in farthings ta any other person at any one time ; and also it is by these presents 
declared, that it is unlawfull for any man to buy or barter for any farthings, at, or for 
«ny lesser rate then they are usually Tented by his majesties patents, to whom the sole 
making thereof is granted, and upon whom the rechange -thereof lyeth : All -per- 
sons being hereby to take notice, that whensoever they shall bring unto Edward Lake, 
.agent for the said patentees, (who is resident in the city of ' Dublin) any sum of law- 
full farthings, he, the said Edward Lake, will pay unto them the like summe in 
.silver, according to the covenant with the patentees : And it is further declared, that 
if any person or persons shall forge or counterfeit any of the foresaid farthing tokens, 
or shall bring or cause to be brought into this, kingdom any such farthing tokens, so 
forged or counterfeited, or shall vent or make payment of any auch farthings so 
counterfeited as aforesaid, knowing the .same to be counterfeited, that then every 
such person or persons, so offending, shall receive such censure, by losse of ears, 
s or other corporal punishement,' as by the court of castle chamber heere in this king- 
dom shall bee thought meete. And further it is declared, that it shall be lawfull 
for, and we accordingly require and command all and singular maiors, justices of 
the peace, sheriffes, constables, headebouroughs, comptrollers, customers, searchers, 
.waiters, and other his majesties officers and ministers, to whom it shall or may ap- 
pertains, to apprehend all and every person or persons, whom they or any of them 
' shall probably suspect to be such counterfeiters, as also, to seize upon all such coun- 
terfeit farthings, and ingins, or instruments for the making or forging the same, and 
them so seized to breake in peeces and utterly deface : And lastly, all his majesties 
loving subjects are hereby required to apprehend and bring before some of his ma- 
jesties justices of the peace all such persons as they shall know, or probably suspect 
to have counterfeited, brought into this kingdom, or vented such ikrthing tokens aa 
aforesaid, and all the said justices of the peace are hereby commanded to commit to 
the next shire-goal such offenders so taken, there to remaine until! they put in se- 
curity to answere the said offences, in the castle chamber, which bonds so to be taken 
from time to time, together with such examinations, as the said justices of the peace 
shall have taken of or concerning such offenders, they are from time ta time, monethly, 
to return hither to his nugesties atturney-generall, together with the names of such 
of them, as shall remaine in prison, for want of security to appear, in the castle cham- 
ber. Given at his majesties castle of Dublin, the sixteenth, of September, 1684, in 
the tenth yeare of his r eigne. 
Journal No. XXXVIII. Page 323. 3d Decemb. committee for a free conference. Sir 
° f i634 L Geo * Ratcliffe, and the rest of the committee of the house of jcommons attending in 

Dublin* 
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flie room appointed, the lords being in the upper house, came forth and took their 
places ; then Sir George Ratcliffe, assisted by Mr. Patrick Darcy, and others, makes 
a learned and eloquent discourse, setting forth how many mints there were antiently 
in this kingdom, how that in the time of Edward I. the king had three thousand 
pound per annum profit by the mint, which is nine thousand pound in value at this 
day, that the mint continued till about the time of the reigne of king Edward VI ; 
and that for many weighty reasons conducing to the honour and profit of the king and 
this kingdom, it was the desire, of the commons, that their lordships would join 
with them in moving his majesty, that he will be graciously pleased to cause a mint 
to be erected and set up, and if their lordships approve thereof, that a touch be 
thought on, which would be wished to be the same as in England ; and whether it 
be fit and likely to be set up at the king's charge, or at the charge of such as would 
undertake the same; and that if it be thought fit they may be humble suitors, that 
his majesty may be pleased to declare himself . (p. 264. 15 Decemb.) a committee of 
the commons admitted in, and Sir George Radcliffe, assisted with divers others of 
the house of Commons, approach the bar atod deliver a petition touching a mint and 
assay to be set up. — The said committee depart.— The lord chancellor reports it to the 
lords, and moves that the same may be presented to the lord deputy as the joint Act of 
both houses. — p. 268. The lord chancellor delivers the petition to the lord deputy, 
who peruses it.— p. 269* The lord chancellor declares (from the lord deputy) to 
the lords and commons, that the petition had been delivered to the lord deputy, and 
that his lordship had perused it, that his, lordship approved it, and would give it the 
best furtherance he could. 

No. XXXIX. Earl Strafford's letters, vol. i. p. 366. Dublin 1740. 

No. XL. Ibidem, p. 386. 

No. XLI. Ibidem, vol. ii. p. 12. 

No. XLII. Ibidem, p. 133. 

No. XLIII. Ibidem, p. 134. 

No. XLIV. Ibidem, p. 151. 

By the Lord Deputy and Councell. A D 

Wentworth. 1637. 

XLV. Whereas the records andaccompts of his majesties revenues, certaine ando^^a 
casuall in this kingdom, and all the receipts and issues of his majesties money heere No.* 34** 
have heretofore usually been reckoned in Irish money, or harpes, which is a fourth Dr.P.cot 
part lease than sterling English, whereby it hath some times hapned, that his ma- l p . 49. * 
jesties processe to sheriffes haveing issued after that manner, the sherifTes in some 
parts have been observed to levy e sterling English money of the subjects instead of 
Irish, thereby over-charging the subjects a fourth part more then of right they ought 
to pay, and the sheriffs notwithstanding answering in his majesties exchequer but Irish 
money onely, according to the summes contained in the greene wax bookes ; whereas, 
if the records, accompts and processe, were all in sterling, the subject who either 
pays money to the sheriffe, or other his majesties ministers, or receives money out of 
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his majesties exchequer, would thereby more easily, and certainly know what he fa 
either to pay or receive. And whereas it is observed, that great uncertainty some- 
times ariseth in the interest of the subjects, touching reservations of rents or an- 
nuities, bills, bonds, contracts, and other agreements, made betweene party and 
party, for payment of moneys, which is interpreted to be Irish, if the word ster- 
ling or English be wanting : And whereas his majesty haying taken notice of the 
said inconveniences, hath beene graciously pleased to require us, by act of councell 
and proclamation, to prevent the continuance thereof, and so to provide, as that nei- 
ther in his majesties receipts, or issues, nor in the private interests of his subjects, any 
such differences, or national distinctions doe any longer continue. We therefore, in 
obedience to his majesties commaunds, doe, by this proclamation publish and declare, 
and doe hereby strictly charge and command, that from and after the twentieth of 
March last preceding the date hereof, all the accompts, receipts, payments and issues 
of his majesties moneys, in this kingdome, doe passe, and be accomptable in Eng- 
lish money, and not as hath been formerly used, in Irish money, viz. accompting 
twelve pence sterling for sixteen pence Irish, and so pro rata for greater and lesser 
summes. And that all records to be made by, from and after the said time, of any 
of his majesties moneys or debts, and all extracts of what kinde or nature soever, of 
any debts due to his majesty, and all surveyes, inquisitions, and other records what- 
soever, shall be from thenceforth returned and made up, reckoned and accompted 
in English money, according to the rate aforesaid, and not as hath been formerly r 
And that all processes of what nature soever, issuing after the said time, for any 
debts due to his majesty, doe mention the summes in English money, according to 
the rate above mentioned ; and that all reservations of rents, bills, bonds, contracts, 
and all other agreements, after the first day of May next, to be made and contracted 
betweene party and party, for moneyes, shall be understood and interpreted to be 
English, though the same have not the word sterling or English added to them, and 
that they be accordingly so adjudged by all his majesties judges,' and others whom it 
may concerne, when, and as often as any controversie of that kinde shall arise before 
them. Given at his majesties castle of Dublin, the sixth day of April, in the thir- 
teenth yeare of his majesties raigne, Anno Dom. 1637. 
A. D. By the Lords Justices and Councell. 

C* O* B Wiliam Parsons. Jo. Borlase. 

A. 42. No. XLVI. Whereas we the lords justices and councell, for the reasons expres- 
jN°* 71 * sed in an act, or order of this board, dated the fift day of this moneth, declared, 
lection,T. that we find it of absolute necessity for the reliefe of the officers of army, that (in 
i P* 97* the case of extremity wherein we now stand, and in the said act or order of this 
board is more fully expressed) all manner of persons of what condition or qualitie 
soever, dwelling in the city or suburbs of Dublin, as well within the liberties as 
without, within ten daies next after publication of the said order, doe deliver or cause 
to be delivered half or more of his, her or their plate to William Bladen, of Dub- 
lin, alderman, and John Pue, one of the sheriffes of the same citty, taking their 
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hand for receipt thereof, to the end use may be made thereof for the present reliefe 
of the said officers. And this board by the said order did give the word and assur- 
ance of his majestie and this state, that as soone as the treasure shall arrive forth of 
England, due satisfaction shall be made after the rate of five shillings the ounce, 
for such plate as is true tuch, and the true value of such as it not of such tuch to the 
owner thereof, together with consideration for forbearance for the same, after the 
rate of eight pound per cent, per Annum; or otherwise, that the parliament in 
England , according to their several 1 manifests in England in that behalf, shall 
and will see the same accordingly paid, and for as much as we conceive that there 
are divers of his majesties good subjects in the county of Dublin, who have the 
like good affections for his majestic and his service, as the said inhabitants of the. 
city and suburbs of Dublin have, and therefore we conceive they would be loath 
to be deprived or forclosed of the same meanes, and on the same security, for expres- 
sing those tKteir good affections to his majestie and his service upon this occasion ; 
we therefore, as well to doe them the favour to give them opportunity to express 
their readines and forwardnes in this particular, as for the furtherance and advence- 
ment of his majesties service therein, have thought fit hereby to declare and order, 
that they the said good subjects in the countie of Dublin, and every of them, that 
shall bring inhalfe or more of his, her and their plate, for the necessarie service afore- 
said, shall be received and admitted so to doe, with the same favour and respect, and 
on the same securitie that those dwelling in the cittie and suburbs of Dublin are 
or shall be, and with this inlargement of time, and maner of doing it to both, that 
they may, within ten dayes next after the date hereof, deliver or cause to be deli- 
vered to the said William Bladen, and John Pue, halfe or more of his, her, and 
their plate as aforesaid, taking their hands for receipt thereof, that the said William 
Bladen and John Pue doe meet every day (except the sabbath day) at the dwelling 
house of the said William Bladen, scituate in Castle-street, in Dublin, and there 
continue every forenoon from nine till eleven of the clock, and every afternoon from, 
two till four of the clock, there to receive the said plate, and to give acknowledg- 
ments of the receipts thereof, expressing the parties name from whom it comes; . 
and the waight, tuch, and value thereof/ and it being intended that due satisfaction 
shall be made for the said plate to the owners thereof, after the rate of five shillings 
the ounce, for such plate as is true tuch, and the true value of such as is not of 
such tuch, together with consideration for forbearance of the same after the rate 
of eight pounds per cent, per annum, we thinke fit that the said William Bladen and 
John Pue doe call to their assistance Gilbert Tongues and Peter Vandenhoven, who 
with the said William Bladen and John Pue are to view the said plate, and the 
value thereof, at the deliverie thereof as aforesaid, and to observe and, try the tuch 
of every parcell of plate, so to be delivered as aforesaid, and by writing under their 
hands, and to be written under the acknowledgement to be given by the said William 
Bladen and John Pue, for receipt thereof, to certiffie the tuch and value of every 
such parcell of plate. And we do hereby give the word and assurance of hir 
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majestic and this state, that as soone as treasure shall arrive forth of England, due 
satisfaction shall be made to the respective owners of such plate, after the rate of 
fire shillings the ounce, for such plate as shall be so certified as aforesaid, to be true 
tuch, and the true value according as the same shall be certified as aforesaid of 
such as is not of such tuch, together with consideration for forbearance for the same 
as aforesaid ; or otherwise, that the parliament in England, according to their 
severall manifests in England in that behalfe, shall and will see the same ac- 
cordingly paid. And we doubt not, that all persons who are able, will now 
expresse such cheerfulnesse and forwardnesse herein, as may testifie the true sense 
they have of the present occasion, and the desires they have to advance the publike 
service, for the good and safety of this kingdome, and of their own persons and estates 
therein, which his majestie and this state will take in good part at their hands, and 
will retaine a memory thereof for their advantage. And we require the maior and 
sheriffes of the city of Dublin forthwith to cause this our order to be published 
and proclaimed in, and throughout the said cittie and suburbs of Dublin, that all 
persons concerned therein may take notice thereof. Given at his majesties castle of 
Dublin the 14' day of January, 1642. 
A- D* By the Lords Justices and Councell. 

1 643* * 

C. O. B. Jo. Borlase. Hen. Tichborne. 

A. 42. No. XLVII. We the lords justices and councell having received his majesties 

Dr.P. coi- m08t gracious letters of the 25 of May, 1643, under his highness hand and sig- 

lectfon t. nature, the tenor whereof is as hereafter followeth, viz 

L * 105 - Charles R. 

Right trusty and right well -beloved councilors, we greet you well ; we taking 
into our princely consideration, that by reason of this most barbarous and bloudy 
rebellion in Ireland, our good subjects there are reduced to that extreme penurie, 
that now (as their last helpe and refuge) they are inforced and desirous to have such 
little plate as they have left them, to be coined for their reliefer into some small 
peeces of monie that might passe currant in exchange both there and in our kingdome 
of England, and that the quantity of plate or bullion there so to be melted down, 
and coined, is of so small and inconsiderable value, that it is not worth the charges 
of erecting a mint there, according to our former intentions, which would likewise 
take up more time then their present and pressing necessityes N will permit, we are 
therefore graciously pleased for the releefe of our good subjects there^ to require 
and authorize you, to issue forth one or more commission or commissions, under the 
great scale of that our realme, unto such person or persons as you shall thmke fit, 
thereby authorizing him or them to melt down such plate, coyne, bullion or 
silver, as shall be brought unto him or them, into small peeces, to the value of 
five shillings, halfe-crowns, twelve-pences, six-pences, or of any less value, which 
several small peeces they shall make of the same waight, value and allay, as our 
moneys now currant in England of those value respectively are, and shall stamp the 
same on the one side, with these letters, (scilicet) c. r. for Carolus Rex, with a 
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crown over those litters, and on flfc other side with the values of the said severall peeces 
respectively, and the same so made and stamped, to redeliver to the bringersof the, 
plate, coyne, bullion or silver, so melted downe ; and we further authorise you 
hereby to make all such peeces, as shall be so made, to be currant by procla- 
mation there, we intending to make the same currant in this our kingdome, 
and that you appoint such allowances unto the said person or persons, for their 
so coyning of the said peeces, as you shall thinke convenient, and that you take of 
them good and sufficient security for. their true melting, making and deliverie of 
the said peeces in weight, value and allay, as good as our moneys of the like value 
now currant in England are, so that no fraud or abuse be done to our people herein ; 
and for your so doeing, these our letters shall be your sufficient warrant. Given 
under our signet, at our court of Oxford the twentiefift day of May, 1643. 

By his majesties command. 
Edward Nicholas. 
And whereas by his majesties commission under the great seale of this kingdom, 
bearing date the seaventh day of this month, in the ninteenth yeare of his majesties 
raigne, Sir John Veale, knight, Peter Vandenho ven and Gilbert Tongues, gold- 
smiths, are authorized to melt, or cause to be melted dowqf, such plate, coine, 
bullion or silver, as shall be brought unto them, into small peeces, according to 
his majesties said directions, and whereof an eight part is to be in Groats, Three* 
peaces and Two-pences ; and whereas the said Sir John Veale, Peter Vandenhoven 
and Gilbert Tongues, have entred into recognizance, of two thousand pounds 
sterling, for the true making of the said peeces of the same weight, value, and 
allay, as his majesties moneys, now currant in England, of those values respectively 
are, and for the redelivery of such peeces unto the bringers of plate, coyne, bul- 
lion, or silver, whereof the same shall be made, they first receiving for the coyning 
thereof, the summe of three shillings for every pound weight, every pound weight 
being three pound of sterling money, according to the weight of the tower of 
London, so to be melted down or coyned, and so after the same rate for a greater * 
or lesser proportion, and no more. Now we the Lords Justices and councell, 
according to his majesties good pleasure, so to us signified as aforesaid, doe, by 
this proclamation in his majesties name, publish and declare, that all such peeces, 
as shall be by them the said Sir John Veale, Peter Vandenhoven and Gilbert 
Tongues, melted or caused to be melted down, or coyned, "according to his ma* 
jesties said letters, and commission, doe and shall presently after the publishing of 
this proclamation, be currant money of and in this kingdom, and doe and shall passe 
as currant money in all exchanges and payments, as well of debts, as for any 
wares, merchandises or other commodities whatsoever. And we require the raaior 
and sheriffs of the citty of Dublin to cause this proclamation to be forthwith pub* 
lished and proclaimed throughout this citty and suburbs . Given at his majesties 
castle of Dublin, the eight of July, 1643. 
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A. b. No. XXVIII. October 87, 1643. It is ibis day ordered by &e assembly, that 

is c^ A. *h ere s ^ a ^ ^ a 8ea ^ "* ***** kingdom j for sealing aad attesting such matters *s shall 
Rymer,Y. be ordered, %c. 

ax. p. 537 October 29, 1643. It is this day ordered, that every person or persons whatsoever; 
talking or discoursing in writing or otherwise of the enemies, shall not call them by 
the name or names of English or Protestants, but shall call them by the name of Pu- 
ritanical or Malignant party. 

November 1, 1642. It is this day ordered, by this great assembly, that the (un- 
dernamed) committee shall consider of and lay down a model of civil government 
within this kingdom, 8$c. 

November 15, 1643. It is this day ordered, that all the generals, %c. shall 
lay down a model for the martial government to be established in this kingdom, %c. 

Ordered, The supreme council shall nominate and appoint one or more agents 
to be imployed to his majesty, hereby to inform his majesty's highness of the mo- 
tives and causes of raising this holy war, and other the grievances of this kingdom 
at this present, 

It is this day ordered, by this assembly, that coin and plate shall be raised 
and established in A this kingdom, according to the rates and values hereafter 
mentioned, and that there shall be forthwith coined the sume of four thousand 
pound, to pass currant in and through this kingdom, according to a procla- 
mation., or act published by direction of this assembly in the city of Kilkenny, and 
not otherwise, 8$c. 

November 19, 1642. The supreme council to take care, that the king's re- 
venue be daily gathered up, for the making of a common stock for the use* of 
the kingdom, 

November SI, 1643. It is ordered, That the right honourable the earl of Castle- 
haven, and such others as his lordship shall call to his assistance, shall present unto 
the supreme council of this kingdom an institution and order of knighthood, con- 
cerning the honour of saint Patrick, and the glQiy of this kingdom, which the su- 
preme council may confirm and ratify so far as they see cause. 
Council To the councell of state in England. 

£ ffi< k A No. XLIX. November 19, 1651. We have formerly given your lordships an 

89. p.218 account of some discoveries made by us here, of counterfeiting gold and other 

English coine, and sending over from England great sums of counterfeit, base and 
clipped money, and also given your lordships the names of some parties we have in 
prison here, and of some of their confederates in London, viz. 8$c. 
Ibid. A. To the agents sent from henee to England. 

90. p.368 December 3, 1652. We have put out a declaration here for the regulating of 

forreigne coyne, and have prohibited English clip't money to be passed in payment 
above the intrinsic value, which we have declared to be five shillings per ounce troy 
weight, by reason whereof our payments have been at a great stand here for want of 
a mint, we have written to the councell of state for a power therein. 
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To the councell of state in England. Council 

December 4, 1652. The passing of clip't English money currant in pay in Ire- book. A. 
land, and the uncertain rates that forein monies went at, hath been a very great w - P-* 00 
prejudice to your service here, and tended much to the diminution of the English 
coyne; very great quantities of clip't English money being sent over out of Eng- 
land, by merchants and others, for the gains that was to be gotten thereby, in so 
much that of late no money was to be received in pay but clip't English money, or 
outlandish coyne. Whereupon (application being made unto us by severall mer- 
chants and others of your ministers here, for prevention of the further growth of 
this evill) we were necessitated to publish the inclosed declaration and order, fore- 
seeing that the longer we delayed this course, the more the service and interest of 
the common-wealth would suffer thereby. Yet we find that unless power be given 
to coyne the clip't money here, (which is wanting in our instructions) this evill will 
again grow upon us, (the good English money being carried back into England) 
and in a short time no currant money will be left here but forrein money, 'and very 
much of that either light or course Peru. We therefore humbly desire (if your 
lordships shall conceive fitt) that power may be speedily sent hither for the stamping 
or coyning of twenty thousand pounds, or such other quantity as you shall judge to 
be for your service, $c. 

To the committee for Irish affairs in England. lb. p. 510 

July 15, 1653. Some few raonthes since, we took the boldness to represent to the 
councell the pressing necessities of a mint to be appointed in this country, by reason 
of the great want of the small English money ; for finding it adviseable, as the only 
means appearing unto us, to prevent the abuse of English coyne, in clipping and 
counterfeiting of it, to call in all the bad and clipped money, and to forbid the 
currency of it in payment unlesse by weight. The greatest part of the English 
money proving bad and clipped, small payments could not easily be made either to 
the souldiers, or unto others, whereby much distraction was occasioned. This our 
desire was transmitted to the Parliament, who were pleased to make an order for one 
hundred thousand pounds to be coyned in Ireland, refering it back to the councell 
of state for settling it, in the progress and debate of which there appearing some 
difficulty about sending persons over out of England for it, and that way there pro- 
posed amounting to an excessive charge, the inclosed expedient was tendered to 
us by some inhabitants of this towne, who are esteemed honest knowing men, which 
comeing to the council but a few days before the late change, we againe humbly 
offer to your consideration, being the more induced at this season to doe it by reason 
of very much corruption and abasement discovered every day to grow more and more, 
$c. To prevfent which we know not a more probable expedient then the speedy 
erecting of a mint here, $c. 
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Council To the Lord Protector, 

£ ffic ® May it please your highness, 

so. p. 148 No. L. By many former addresses unto your highness and councell we have made 
known the miserable condition this nation is in, through that vast quantity of Peru 
and other base and counterfeit coyne, this poor nation hath of late bene burthened 
with. Indeed we are not able (soe fully as we would) to expresse our resentments of 
this growing evill, the generall discontent it beares upon most men's hearts, nor the 
prejudice that is likely to arise, unless some speedy remedy bee applied, for like a 
gangren this adulterate coyne spreads farr and near. It banishes hence the currant 
coyne of Spaine, and eats up the good English money, which the merchants (for 
want of exchange or other commodities to return) make it a secret trade to export 
into England, or (notwithstanding our utmost care for prevention) into some for- 
% reigne partes, to any place where it yields most advantage, hereby the stock of this 
nation i* detrimented much above two thirds as is conceived ; little other money is vi- 
sible, save this counterfeit American, which ordinarily goes for four shillings and six 
pence, and upon the essay is found not to value two shillings and four pence, and most 
of that which runs currant is very little better then brasse or alchamy . Trade hereby 
is exceedingly obstructed, plantation much discouraged, necessary provisions witheld, 
and monthly contributions (for supply of your highnesses forces here) payd in such 
base coyne, as become great loss to the receivers, and being refused in divers places 
(the temper of the people generally abhorring it) the publique affairs without speedy 
care ('tis feared) will unavoidably fall into disorder, nor can we apprehend other 
then that this manifest inconvenience may in the end begett disturbance in the people, 
unless your highness (out of your pious and fatherly care of the welfare of this 
country) tenderly consider of what we have faithfully represented. Nor know wee 
any other or better expedient for the cure hereof, or how to apply a suitable remedy, 
save by a mint, which now, as formerly, we most humbly and earnestly desire (if the 
same may be held adviseable) may (at least for some time) be erected here. This (as 
we conceive) will allay the importation of more such trash, it will encourage us to 
decry what through necessity is made currant here, will enable us to call in the Peru 
and Mexico (which are little better then brasse, and at present the farr greater 
proportion of coyne here) and being melted, the produce may be reduced to 
the standard. And for that the souldier, and poorer sort especially, want the 
lesser and smaller sorts of money for change and to buy provisions with ; this may 
accommodate them with small and qecessary proportions, $c. Dublin castle, April 
16, 1656. 

H. C. R. P. M. C. M. T. 
. A To his Highness the Lord Protector, 

p. 616. " May it please your highness, Feb. 16, 1653, 

No. LI. The inclosed is a coppie of a letter sent in July last to the committee at 
Whitehall for Irish affairs, representing the necessity of a mint in this country, but 
they being through multiplicity of business hindered, and nothing since effected in 
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it, we have taken the boldness humbly to apply our selves to your highness, in regard 
tibe inconvenience which we find to have happened to your affaires here since our first 
application for a power to coine the forreigne money into English (for the reasons for- 
merly sett forth) is soe great, and that sort of money generally soe falsifyed, that the 
stock of the countrey (in money) is conceived to be detrimented thereby above one 
third part, there being scarce any coine now left but foreigne, and that for the most, 
part course Peru pieces. The English money (and for want of that) the best sort of 
Spanish being bought up by merchants to make their returns into England, for want 
of commodities in barter to exchange here. A proof of the value of which course 
Peru hath, by our order, been lately made, by which it did appear that six hundred 
thirty-five pounds of Peru money, at the rate of foure shillings and six pence each 
piece (being the rate now currant) melted down, did yield in sterling money, upon 
an exact assay thereof, but foure hundred and one pounds, soe that two hundred thirty 
and three pounds was lost in that small parcel! at the rates now usuall ; beside this 
losse in the course Peru, we finde, by the relation of your officers here intrusted with 
the receipts of the revenue, that very much of the forreigne money, which runne in 
payment, is altogether brass and counterfeit upon the whole, therefore we humbly 
conceive, that unlesse some speedy course be taken to call in all base forreigne mo- 
neys, and reduce it into English coine, there will be in a short time noe money left to 
pay your forces, or for necessary exchange amongst the people, but counterfeit and 
bad money, and consequently your affairs here will unavoidably fall into disorder : all 
which we conceive our duty to represent to your consideration, to doe therein as in 
your highness prudence shall be thought fitt, and are, $c. 

To the Lord Deputy of Ireland. Coun .. 

May it please your excellency. 4th March 1656. office 

No. LI I. By occasion of many complaints, from time to time, touching the in* book ' A * 
conveniences arising to the people here by forreigne coyne, the same being either ge- 
nerally of base metall, or not neare answering the intrinsique value to what they passe 
for, we have taken the same into our serious consideration, and the benefitts which 
in our judgement would redound to this land, by a due and timely depressing thereof, 
which we apprehend would be the producing more plenty, ballancing, and quickning 
trade, necessitating and encouraging the exportation both of English inhabitants, 
and comodityes, and forwarding the plantation here. The expedients and stepps for 
this worke are many, and will require time throughly to consider, and being con* 
sidered to put in execution, being gradually to be done, yet because the opportunity 
now in our hands calls for some speedy beginning therein, and yet not conceiving 
ourselves by any of our instructions impowered for it ; we doe therefore in the first 
place (as our duty require) submit the consideration of the whole, to his highness'* 
wisdom, and pleasure, whether wee may at all make any progresse in it, which if 
approved of, that then his highness and the councell would please to impower us 
here, in order thereunto, for .the using such wayes and meanes to effect the same, as 
we shall judge meete. And we crave leave to let you know, that the speedy signi- 

Q 
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ficstion of ins lugfhoesv ebd the councett'9 pleasmd heifein (as * shall stand witkf 
tin- great concernment) wift be Requisite to the pifeaent awrying on of thnr aflaire 
which is desired by, yow a, $b. 
A. D. : Abstract of King Charles lid's Patent to SS* Thomas Armstrong for ooyning 

Auditor's ****»£ tokctas of copper. 

office, lib. ,• No. LIII. Charles the second, $c. To all $<r. Whereas fhe makeing and 
|£* u * p< uttering of farthing tokens hath been found to be of greate and generall me and 
benefitt to our people of' our realme of Ireland, as well amongst tradesmen* fot 
exchange of moneys in the course df their several! trades, and especially of the 
poore and meaner sort. Know yee, %c. that we have granted, and grant, 8$c. 
for us, $c. to Sir Thomas Armstrong, knight, his heirs, executors, administrator? 
and assignes, full power, 8$c. dureing theterme of twenty years from the date hereof , 
to cojn such a quantitie of farthing tokens, of copper, as may be conveniently 
issued during the said tertne amongst our subjects of Ireland. And that in-order 
tftey be distinguished from any other tokens, they shall be made of copper by 
engines; and ' shall have on one side two scepters crossing one diadem, and on the 
other side a harpe crowned with our title Carolus secimdus rnagne Brttttmie, Fronde et 
Hiberttie Rex, and to weigh twenty graines or mote, with a privy marke from time to 
time in order to discover the counterfeiting of any such like tokens, whicfr fkrthkig to- 
kens, we do hereby for us, our heirs/ and successors, will and ordaine, shall pass and 
be generally used between man and man, that shall and will voluntarily and wil- 
lingly pay and receive the same as tokens, for the value of farthings, within this 
our kingdome of Ireland, forbidding all other persons whatsoever to. make, coun- 
terfeit and utter, any other such tokens, or any other pieces of copper, upon pain 
of forfeiture of the said counterfeited money, and engines used in the making 
thereof ; all officers, justices and magistrates, ordered to be aiding and assisting 
the said Sir Thomas Armstrong, 8gc. in the due execution of the premisses, they paying 
unto us, our heirs, and successors yearly, during the abovesaid terme, the sume 
of sixteen pound thirteen shillings and four pence of lawfull money of England, in 
two payments, viz. on the twenty-fourth of June and twenty-fifth of December, and 
if any part thereof be not paid within thirty days after it becomes due, these letters 
pattents to be void and of no effect. The said Sir Thomas Armstrong, $c. to 
have all the profits ariseing from the said coynage and to be at any time ready- 
to deliver one and and twenty shillings, in the said tokens, for every twenty shillings 
in silver, and to repay twenty shillings, in currant sterling money, for every tweirty-< 
one shillings of the said tokens as shall be brought to them. Convenient quan- 
tities of the said tokens to be sent to as many cities, towns and other places, in 
Ireland., as they shall think fitt. In witness wheteof, $c. witness ourself at West- 
minster, the fourteenth of December, in the twelfth yeare of our raigne. 

By the King. 

Child. * 



s. 
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By the Iiords Justices and cpuncil. A. IX 

Maurice Eustace, . Owe. Orreiy. Moufitonrth. hlJL. 

No. LIV. Whereas the kings most excellent majesty, by hi* letters of th* phiet cai- 
ttartith of November Isrt Mil stgoifyed to us, that he is informed that thwe W*|^ 
great scarcity of coin in this hiskingdome of Ireland, which must he the occasion of cer, class, 
the decay of trade, and very great inconvenience* which usually accompany the^- <*£• 
same ; that it hath been offered to his majesty, as an expedient for the present, togtSepnlcl 
raise such outlandish coin as is now currant here to a higher value, and to depress library, 
that iiart thereof which is of the baser sort to a less value ; and his majesty (in 
his gracious care and tendernesse of his good subjects of this kingdome) being der 
firous (as much as in him lies) to remedy such evils as are upon his people here, 
by his said letters authorizes us to take the premisses into our serious consideration, 
and do therein as we should find most expedient for the good of his people and 
his service ; we therefore (in humble obedience to his majesties royal commands) 
having taken the same into our consideration at this board, doe hereby publish 
and declare, that all and singular the several species, sorts and kind of coins fol- 
lowing, viz. The Golden Rider, the Half golden Rider, the Spanish and French 
quadruple Pistole of gold, the Double-pistol, the Single-pistol, and Half-pistol, 
the Double duccat of gold and Single-duccat, and Spanish Suffrain of gold, and 
Spanish Half-sufFrain. The Piece of Eight of silver Mexico or Civil, Rix-doller, 
Cross-doller, French-lewis and old Peru, and their several halfs, quarters and 
half-quarters, the Portugal Royal, and the half and quarter thereof, the Duccatoon, 
the Half-duccatoon, and the Quarter-duccatoon, and the Cardecue, that now are, 
or hereafter shall be brought into this kingdom, shall, on and from the second 
day of February next, be allowed and pass in all payments, as well to and from 
his majestic as otherwise howsoever, as current money within this kingdom, as 
fully and freely as if the same were sterling money, and currant of and in England, 
at the weights and rates following, viz. See page 50. 

And in case any of the said pieces of gold or silver, made currant by this 
proclamation as aforesaid, shall want of the weight herein laid down on the said 
pieces respectively, that then there be allowance given of two pence for each grain 
bo wanting in any piece of the kinds of gold aforesaid respectively, and three 
pence for each penny-weight, being four and twenty grains, so wanting in any 
piece of the kinds of silver aforesaid respectively, and so proportionable for 
greater or lesser wants of weight in the said pieces : And in case such defect 
of weight as aforesaid shall be supplied in manner as aforesaid, then, and in 
euch case, every piece so defective in weight as aforesaid, and that defect 
of weight so supplyed in manner as aforesaid, shall be allowed and pass 
ih all payments, as well to and from his majesty as otherwise howsoever, as cur- 
rant money within this kingdom, as fully and freely as if the same were sterling 
money of and in England. • And we do hereby declare, that no payment shall be 
made unto his majesty, nor any person or persons of what quality, nation or con* 

Q 2 
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dition soever, shall be enforced to receive any of the said several species, sorts 
or kinds of coins aforesaid, in any payment or payments whatsoever or otherwise, 
' ! unless every such piece as aforesaid be of the weight abdve mentioned for such 
piece, or Unless such allowance be given for defect of weight as aforesaid. And 
we require all mayors, sheriffs, portriffs, baylifs, and other chief officers of 
corporations j and all justices of peace, upon any difference arising for or con- 
cerning the due passing of any piece or pieces of gold or silver formerly; in this 
proclamation mentioned to pass in manner aforesaid, and in case of defect of 
weight, with the respective allowances aforesaid, that in all and every such cases 
of difference, they, and every of them, doe determine such difference according 
to the rules given by this proclamation. Given at the council-chamber in Dublin, 
A. D. the twenty-ninth day of January, 1660. 
1 ^ 1 - By the Lords Justices and Council. 

A. 4*. * Mau. Eustace, cane. Orrery. M ountrath. 
No. 134. No. LV. Whereas among many other grievances under which his majesties sub* 
jects in this kingdom have laboured for several years past, before his majesties 
restauration : One was, that several persons, in all the cities corporate and market- 
towns throughout this kingdom, took a liberty, without any restraint to make a 
kind of brass or copper tokens, with such stamps as they pleased, in very> great 
proportions, and vented them to the people for a penny each peece, in exchange, 
under pretence that when they should be called in or decryed, the persons who 
uttered them would receive them back again at the rates for which they issued 
them, whence followed, that for the value of every twenty pence, which the brass 
stood in, there was raised near about twenty shillings in pure silver coyn; and 
that done, and those brass tokens issued among the people, it came to pass that 
many of those that caused such tokens be so stamped and issued, kept out of the 
way, and so avoided the accepting or exchanging of the tokens they had so issued, 
to the great loss and disappointment of many poor people, and they or others having, 
by exchange of those tokens, possessed themselves of considerable sums of pure 
silver, have (as is supposed) exported the same out of the kingdom : We there- 
fore do, by this proclamation, in his majesties nafcie, forbid all persons from 
henceforth to buy or barter for any of the said tokens, or to issue any of them 
in any payments, other than to such who made them, or caused them to be made, 
under pretence that, when they should be called in or decryed, they would receive 
them back again at the same rates for which they issued them. And we do hereby 
publish and declare, that it shall not be lawfull for any person or persons what- 
soever, (without special licence from his majesty in that behalf) to make or cause 
to be made any brass or copper money or tokens. And of this proclamation all 
persons whom it may concern, are required to take notice, as they desire to avoid 
the punishment which by the laws of this kingdom may be justly inflicted on the 
contemners of his majesties authority. Given at the council-chamber in Dublin, 
the seventeenth day of August, 1661. 

God save the King 
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By the Lords Justices and Council. hm?" 

Mau. Eustace, C. Orrery. Mountrath. Dr.P.col- 

No. LVI. Whereas amongst many other grievances under which his majesties lection, 
subjects in this his kingdom have laboured for several years past, before his majesties 
restauration : One was, that several persons in all cities corporate, and market- 
towns, throughout this kingdom, took a liberty, without any restraint, to make 
a kind of brass or copper tokens, with such stamps as they pleased, in very great 
proportions, and vented them to the people for one penny each piece in exchange, 
under pretence that, when they should be called m, or decryed, the persons who 
uttered them would receive them back again at the rates for which they issued 
them ; whence followed, that for the value of every twenty pence which the bras* 
stood in, there was raised near about twenty shillings in pure silver coyn : And 
that done, and those brass tokens issued among the people, it came to pass that 
many of those that caused such tokens to be so stamped and issued, kept out of 
the way, and so avoided the accepting or exchanging of the tokens they had so 
issued, to the great loss and disappointment of many poor people ; and they or 
others, having by exchange of those tokens possessed themselves of considerable 
sums of pure silver, have (as is supposed) exported the same out of this kingdom, 
which is conceived to be one great cause of the present scarcity of silver coyn in 
this kingdom. We therefore do, by this proclamation, in his majesties name, 
forbid all persons from henceforth to buy or barter for any of the said tokens, 
or to issue any of them in any payments other than to such who made them, or 
caused them to be made, under pretence that, when they should be called in, or 
decryed, they would receive them back again at the same rates for which they is- 
sued them. And we do hereby will and require all those that made them, or 
caused them to be made as aforesaid, to receive them back again at the same 
rates for which they issued them. And we do hereby publish and declare, that 
it shall not be lawfull for any person or persons whatsoever, without special licence 
from his majesty in that behalf (which Sir Thomas Armstrong, knight, hath, by 
letters patent under the great seal of England) to make or cause to be made, 
any brass or copper money or tokens. And of this proclamation all persons 
whom it may concern, are required to take notice, as they desire to avoid the 
punishment which by the laws of the kingdom may be justly inflicted upon the 
contemners of his majesties authority. Given at the council -chamber in Dublin, the 
thirteenth day of September, 1661. 

Patent to Sir Thomas Vyner, bart. Robert Vyner, and Daniel Bellingham, for A. D. 
erecting a mint and coyning silver money in Dublin. l r fi * it 

No. LVII. Charles the second by the grace of God king of England, Scot- Auditor's 
land, France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, &c. To all to whom these pre- officc > ,ib - 
Bents shall come greeting. Whereas the minting, coining and uttering of small " 
flilver money hath been found to be of great and general use and benefit to our 
people of this our realme of Ireland, as well amongst tradesmen for the exchange 
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of monies in the course of their several trades as amongst other torts' of people, 
the scarcitie whereof is very prejudicial unto them, and more especially unto the 
poore and meaner sort; and upon due consideration had of a representation 
made unto us by our justices and privie councell of this our kingdom of Ireland, 
after serious deliberation first had upon certaine proposalls presented unto them by 
our wel-beloved subjects, Sir Thomas Vyner, knight and bart. Robert Vyner, our 
gouldsmith, and Daniell Bellingham, of the city of Dublin, gouldsmith, concerning 
the mynting, coyning and uttering of small pieces of silver money to pass currant 
within this our kingdome of Ireland. And our said justices and councell haveing 
recommended the same unto us as an affair which they conceive will tend to the 
advancement of our service and the good and ease of our subjects, and prevent 
papy inconveniencies which may befall the people in this our kingdom, for want 
of sm&ll money for change, and for as much as for the effecting soe acceptable 4 
service, wee conceive it requisite to erect and create a mint office in our citty 
of Dublin, for minting and coyning of all sortes of smalle silver money of the 
denominations of, or which shall run for groats, or foure penny pieces or under, 
which shall hereafter runn or passe within this kingdome as currant and lawfull 
money. As alsoe upon consideration had of the manifold and acceptable services, 
as well before as since our happy restauration to our kingdomes of England, 
Scotland and Ireland, performed and manyfasted unto us by the said Sir Thomas 
Yyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, which we have taken into our 
princely consideration, and resolve to place such further markes of our bounty 
and favour upon them when opportunitye is offered, as may evidence our know- 
ledge and acceptance of their said services and good affection unto us. Know 
yee therefore that wee, as well for the considerations aforesaid, and for divers 
other good causes and considerations, us thereunto especially moveing of our 
especiall grace, certaine knowledge and meere motion, and by vertue of our pre- 
rogative royall, by and with the advice and consent of our right trusty and wel- 
beloved councellor Sir Maurice Eustace, knight, our chancellor of this our 
kingdome, and our right trusty and wel-beloved cozen and councellor Roger earle 
of Orrery, our justices of this our said kingdome, are graciously pleased to erect, 
create and establishe a mint office to be kept in some convenient place within 
our citty of Dublin in this our realme of Ireland, for the minting and coining of 
all sorts of small silver moneys of the denominations of or running for groates or fower 
penny pieces or under, which shall be uttered runn or passe as currant or lawfull 
• money within this kingdome, together with the offices and places of master and 
worker, warden, comptroller and assay-master of the said mint, and all other 
inferiour officers which our lieutenant, deputy, justices, and other the chiefe go- 
vernour or governors of this our kingdome for the tymc being shall judge necessary 
or requisite to be employed in that service. And for us, our heires and successors, 
wee doe by these presents erect, create and establishe the said mynt-office and 
offices of master and worker, warden, comptroller and assay-master of the said 
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ihint, witlr the other inferior officers which shall be found ntecessary and requisite 
to attend the same. And of our like especial grace, certaine knowledge and 
meere motion, wee doe hereby give and grant full power and authority unto the 
thiefe governour or governors of this our realme for the tyme being/ to settle 
6uch reasonable allowances, stipends, fees, or rewards, utrfo the persons who shall 
bee appointed to execute the said offices or places ; as alsoe to annexe or unite 
.such of the said offices and places, and appoint such persons to execute the same 
as to them shall bee thought meete. And of our mere especiall grace, certaine 
knowledge and meere motion, and of our prerogative royall, by and with the 
ddvice and Consent aforesaid, wee have given and' granted, and by these presents 
fbr us, our heirs and successors, doe give and grant unto the said Sir Thomas 
Vyner, Robert Vyner and Darnell Bellingham, their executors, administrators 
and assignes, full, free and absolute lycence, power and authority, that they the 
said Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their executors, 
administrators and assignes, by themselves, or by their or any of their deputies, 
Workmen, factors or servants, shall and may, from tyme to tyme, dureing thg 
ferme of yeares hereafter in these presents mentioned and expressed make, mint or 
coyue, in the said mint office, such quantity or quantities of smale silver money of 
the denominations of, or running for groates, or fower penny pieces, or under, in 
manner hereafter mentioned, as may be conveniently by them issued amongst the 
subjects of us, and our successors within this realme, within the tearme of yeares 
herein after mentioned, and the same to utter, dispose, disperse and issue to and 
within this realme, according to the true meaning of these presents at any tyme 
within the terme of yeares herein after mentioned. And to the intent that the smale 
silver moneys to be made for the use of this our said realme of Ireland, may be 
distinguished from any others already made, or which hereafter shall bee made in 
dny other place whatsoever, it is our will and pleasure, and we doe hereby com- 
mand that without further and express lycence or authority to the contrary from 
us, or our successors, there bee noe other kinde of smale silver money minted, 
eoyned or made, but onely Halfe-penny pieces, haveing upon one side a crowne, 
and the other a harpe ; Penny pieces haveing on one side the effigies of our selfe or 
our successors, with a figure to distinguishe and denominate the dame, and the 
harpe on the other side ; Two-penny pieces haveing on one side the effigies of us, 
or our successors, with figures to distinguishe and denominate the same, and the 
harpe crowned on the other side ; Three-penny pieces, haveing on the one side the 
effigies and title of us, and 1 our successors, with figures to denominate and dis- 
tinguishe the same, and the harpe crowned with the motto, oblectat et reperat, on 
the other side ; and Groats or Fower-penny pieces, haveing on the one side the 
effigies of us, or our successors, with our title and figures to distinguish and 
denominate the same, on the one side, and the harpe crowned with the motto, 
oblectat et reperat, on the other side, or such other stamps, impressions, mottos, 
and inscriptions, as the lord lieutenant, deputy, justices, or other cheife governour 
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or governors, for the tyme being, shall direct, limit, or appointe, together with a 
privy marke, from tyme to tyme, to be sett upon every yeare at coyning and 
stamping of the same, to be devised and altred as shall be thought meete by the 
officers of our said mint, for the better discovery of the counterfeiting of any such 
small silver money, And that the same be made in our said mint-house with 
engines and instruments, by sworne officers and workemen, of such silver onely 
as shall be imported by or brought into this kingdome, in bullion, or any forreigne 
specie ; and that the same be made according to the finenesse of the standard 
money in our kingdome of England, and be pixed, assayed, and approved by the 
proper officers of the said mint, in such manner as is usuall or accustomed in 
our said mint in the tower of London ; and alsoe, that all the smale silver money 
soe to be minted, coyned, and made, bee minted, coyned and made after the rate 
or proportion of one ounce of halfe-penny pieces, two ounces of penny pieces, two 
ounces of two penny pieces, and three ounces of three-penny pieces, and fbwer 
ounces of groats or flower-penny pieces, in every pound, being twelve ounces 
troy-weight of standard silver, and that every pound weight of silver shall be in 
tale three pounds and tenn shillings of coyned money with the allowance or re- 
medy of six penny weight, under or over in every pound weight, for the sheering 
and sizeing of the same, and for the fineness of the remedy of two penny weight 
better or worse in every pound weight of standard silver, that is to say eleven 
ounces, and two penny weight fine and eighteene penny weight allay in every pound 
of troy-weight ; which said smale money so coyned, minted and made, wee doe 
hereby, for us, our heires and successors, will, establishe and ordaine, shall runn > 
passe and be currant, and generally receaved for their respective denomination* 
and estimations of half-pennies, pennies, two pences, three pences, and groats or 
fower penny pieces, in any payment betweene our subjects in our said kingdom, 
soe as noe person or persons be obliged (unless bee bee willing thereunto) to 
receive above two shillings of the said smalle silver money in every twenty shillings, 
and soe after the same rate or proportion for greater or lesser summes. And to 
the intent and purpose, that the said Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and 
Daniell Bellingham, their executors, administrators and assignes, shall, and may 
have, and enjoy the full benefit and proffit intended unto them by this our grant, 
we doe by these presents, for us, our heires and successors, streightly prohibit 
and forbid all and every person and persons whatsoever, other then the said Sir 
Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their executors, adminis- 
trators or assignes, by themselves, or their servants, or deputies, to make or 
cause to be made any such small silver money, or any other small silver money 
in resemblance thereof, of what nature or kinde soever, to passe currant within 
this our kingdome, of the denominations, or estimated valuations of groates, or 
fower penny pieces, or under, or to make or use any engines or instruments 
whereby they may be made or wrought, or to use any other small silver money, 
engines or instruments, in resemblance of them, or any of them, or any other 



APPENDIX, 129 

silver money whatsoever, of the denominations or estimated valuations of 
-groats, or fower penny peeces, , or under, or to use and utter other smalle silver 
money, which hath been or shall bee made for the use of any other partes of our 
dominions, or any Other partes beyond the seas, and which hath been made either 
before or shall be made after the commenceing of these our letters pattents (excepting 
alwayes such smale silver money as uppon the thirtieth day of January, 1648, were 
currant, and have since been used in payments betwixt our subjects of this realme 
of Ireland, and smale silver money, which now is or hereafter shall bee currant 
in our kingdome of England upon forfeiture of all such small silver money, 
or other mixt mettall, or counterfeit moneys, which shall be made or used for 
pmall silver money, and of all such engines and instruments as shall bee soe made, 
used or found, contrary to the true intent and meaning of these presents, and 
upon such further paines and penalties, and imprisonments, as by the lawes and 
statutes of this our realme of Ireland and our prerogative royall, can or may be 
inflicted upon them for their contempt and breach of our royall commandement in this 
behalfe, the one moyetie of all such forfeitures to be to us, our heires and successors, 
* and the other moyetie thereof wee doe, for us, our heires and sucoessors, give and grant 
unto the said Sir ThoraasVyner; Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their executors, 
administrators and assignes, without any account to be given or rendered to us, our 
heirs or successors, for the same or any part thereof. And furthermore, for the better 
execution of this our grant, wee doe by these our letters pattents, for us, our heires and 
successors, give and gr ante unto the said Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Da-v 
niell Bellingham, their executors, administrators and assignes, that they by themselves, 
their deputies, servants or factors, or any of them from tyme to tyme, and at all tymes 
hereafter, during the terme of yeares hereby granted, takeing a constable or other officer 
with him or them, shall or may enter into any ship, bottome, vessel], boat, house* 
shopp, warehouse, or any other place whatsoever, where they or any of them shall 
have cause to make search within this our realme of Ireland by water and land, as 
well within liberties as without, and there to trye and search by all wayes and meanes, 
for all such prohibited or counterfeit small silver money, engines, or instruments for 
eoyning or makeing of the said small silver money, as shall bee brought from any 
other part of our dominion*, or the parts beyond the seas, or be found to be made 
within this our realme of Ireland, contrary to the true intent and meaning of these 
presents, and finding any «*ch small silver money, instruments or engines, to arrest, 
seise, carry away, and detaine the same to the use in these our letters pattents before- 
mentioned and expressed, to have, hold, perceive, exercise and enjoy, all and sin- 
gular the aforesaid powers, privileges, licences, grantes, authorities, and other the 
premisses unto the said Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, 
their executors, administrators and. assigns, from the date of these our letters pat- 
ients for *k d dureing the whole terme of one and twenty yeares from thence next en- 
fueing* and fully to be compleate and ended, yielding and paying unto us, our heirs 
apd successors, the full and just summe of. twelve pepee of the said smafe .silver 
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money out of every pound troy weight of sterling silver which shall be toe minted, | 

eoyned or made, into smale silver moneys, dureing the said tearme of one and twenty j 

yeares, which said twelve pence in every pound weight the officers of our mint afore* 
mentioned are from tyme to tyme, to deduct, retayne and keepe in their custody unto 
the use of us, our heire* and successors, out of the said small silver money which 
shall be soe minted, coyned and made, out of every pound weight of money at 
aforesaid, without any further order or direction, or putting of the said Sir Thomas 
Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, or any of them, their executors, ad- 
ministrator or assigns, unto any further or other accompt for, or in respect of the 
same, they the said Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham , their 
executors, administrators or assignes, from tyme to tyme, dureing the said tearme, 
defraying, paying and dischargeing, all and all manner of charges for the moneyers, 
workemen, instruments, tooles, coales, 9allaries, house roome, and other materially 
and contingencies whatsoever, for or in respect of the mynting, coyning or makeing 
of the said small silver moneys, excepting the allowances to be made to the master 
and worker, warden, comptroller, assay-master, and other chiefe officers, who are 
to be paid by us. And further, of our more especiall grace, certaine knowledge, 
and meere motion, wee have given and granted, and by these presents, for us, our 
heires and successors, doe give and grant unto the said Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert 
Vyner and Darnell Bellingham, their executors, administrators and assignes, die 
said office of master and worker of the said mint, to have, hold and enjoy the same, 
and especially such profits, gaines, benefitts and advantages, as shall from tyme to 
tyme, dureing the said tearme of one and twenty years aforesaid, be made, gotten, 
raised or obtayned by the coyning, minting, makeing, issueing or exchangejng, of 
all such small silver moneys as shall by virtue of these presents be made in manner 
and forme aforeseid, to have, perceive, receive, enjoy, use and take the said profits, 
gaines, benefits and ad vantages, toberahed, made, gotten or obteyned as aforesaid 
unto the said Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Darnell Bellingham, their ex- 
ecutors, administrators and assigns to their sole, onely, and proper use and behoofe 
for ever, without any accompt or other thing to be given or rendered to us, our 
heires or successors, for or in respect of the same, excepting the said twelve pence 
in every pound weight of money to be deducted as is aforesaid. And to the intent 
that the said small silver moneys may be brought to a frequent and general use 
throughout this our realme of Ireland, for the good of our subjects, and that the 
just passeing of the same may bee maintained and continued, and consequently all 
inconvemencies avoided, which may otherwise happen either to our subjects in that 
our realme in generall, or unto the said Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Da- 
niell Bellingham, their executors, administrators or assignes, contrary to our gr»~ 
cious intentions and meaning in these presents, our will and pleasure k, that them 
bee, from tyme to tyme, a convenient quantitie of all the said sorts of small silver 
money, made for the use of our said subjects in this our realme of Ireland, and that- 
the said Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellmgham, their eraewto*^ 
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administrator s, deputies, factors and assignes, from tjrme to tyrae, doe make and 
send* or cause to be made and seat forth, such a convenient quantise of them into 
as many countyes, cittyes , burroughs corporate, markett townes, and other places, 
within this tour realme, ea they shall thinke fitt and necessary for the use and oc- 
casions of our subjects in this our realme, and that the same smale silver money bo 
left in the hands of some responsabfc person or persons, in the said countyes, cittyes, 
burroughs corporate, market townes, and places as they shall thinke meete, to be 
by them disposed, exchanged or uttered to the inhabitants of the respective places 
of this our realme, and such others as shall bee there resident, or come thither, as 
cause shall require And our will and pleasure alsoe is, that all justices of the 
peace, mayors, sheriffes,. hayliffs, chiefe officers and governors, with the mini s^ers, , 
constables and other officers, of all places within this realme respectively, doe en* 
deavour that the said smale silver money may be dispersed and uttered, and they 
may freely passe betwixt all our subjects, according to their respective denominations 
as is aforesaid, in the way of exchange, betwixt our subjects in this realme. And 
further, we doe hereby streightly charge and command all and singular justices of 
the peace, mayors, sheriffs, bayliffs, constables, headborroughs, customers, comp- 
trollers, searchers, and all other our officers and ministers in this our realme, to 
whom it shall or may appertaine or concerne, to be aiding or assisting in all lawfull 
and convenient manner, unto the said Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell 
Bellingham, their executors, administrators and assignes, and their and every of 
their deputyes, factors and servants, in the due execution of these our said letters 
patents, upon paine of our displeasure, and such other punishments and imprison-* 
roents as by the lawes and statutes of our said realme of Ireland, and our preroga- 
tive royall, can or may be inflicted upon them for their contempt, or offences in that 
behalfe. And we doe further, for us, our heires and successors, covenant and pro- 
mise, that if, during the tearme hereby granted, it shall fall out that these letters 
patents shall in matter, forme, or by reason of any matter or thing therein, or other- 
vise, prove defective, shall not be and continue valid* firme and effectual! in the law 
against us, our heires and successors, we shall, from tyme to tyme, upon humble 
suite of the said Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their 
CXfgutars, administrators and assignes, renew these our letters pattents, and grant 
ethers letters pattents, unto the said Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell 
Bellingham, their executors, administrators and assignes, to the effect and purport 
of thespour letters patents which shall be valid, firme and effectuall int the law, 
against us, our heirs and successors. And of our further and more ample grace and 
favour, andmeere raption, we doe, by these presents, authorize, command and re- 
gaiie, that our lieutenant, deputy, justice, justices, or other cheife governor or 
governors of this our kingdome of Ireland, for the tyme being, upon the humble 
auite of the said Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their 
executors, administrators and assignes, shall cause one or more releases, or pardons, 
from tyme to tyme, to be passed unto them, under our great seale of this our king* 
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dome, upon trying of the assay and pix of the said moneys being found agreeabll 
unto the rules lymitted and prescribed by these letters patients, and shall cause pro- 
clamations to be issued out in our name, and published in the several! countyes, 
cittyes and places, in tins kingdome, for the better and more effectuail execution of 
the severall matters and things in these our letters patents, contained and expressed, 
more especially for declaring, authorizing and causeing the said small silver mo- 
neys to passe currant within our said kingdome, according to the true intent and 
meaning of these our letters patebts. And we doe further, of our especiall grace, 
certaine knowledge and meere motion, grant unto the said Sir Thomas Vyner, Ro- 
bert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their executors, administrators and assignes, 
that these our letters pattents, or the inrollment of the same, shall be in all things 
firme, valid, good, sufficient, or effectual in the law, against us, our heires and 
successors, as well in all our courts in this our kingdome of Ireland, as in any court 
in our kingdome of England. Notwithstanding, $c. In witnesse whereof wee 
have caused these our letters to be made pattents. Witnes the aforesaid Sir Maurice 
Eustace, knt. and Roger Earl of Orreiy, our justices and governors of our said 
realme of Ireland. At Dublin the eight and twentith day of Aprill in the fourteenth 
yeareof ourraigne. 

Ex v J. R. Carleton and Exhank. 

Entered and examined 
primo die Maij, 1662. 
A. D. By the Lord Lieutenant and Council. 

CO % B. Ormonde. 
A. 42. No. LVIII. Whereas by a proclamation, dated the twenty-ninth day of January, 

No. 102. 1660, published by the late lords justices and council. See page SO. 

And although the Mexico plate pieces, commonly known by the name of pillar 
pieces, be of equal fineness and greater weight than the rest of the Mexico or Civil 
pieces, yet many of the inhabitants of this kingdom do refuse to accept the same in 
payment of money, according to their respective value ; we therefore do hereby 
publish and declare, that the said pieces, commonly known by the name of pillar 
pieces, and the half-pieces, quarter-pieces and half-quarter-pieces thereof, were 
included within the intent of the late proclamation and were thereby made currant 
at several rates, answerable and proportionable to any other of the said Mexico or 
Civil pieces, Rix-dollars,- or cross-dollars, mentioned in the said proclamation, ac- 
cording to the respective quantities thereof. And for more full satisfaction to bis 
majesties people, we do hereby publish and declare, that all and singular the se- 
veral sorts and kinds of the said Mexico pieces, commonly called Pillar-pieces, that 
now are, or hereafter shall be brought into this kingdom, shall from henceforth b6 
allowed and pass in all payments, as well to and from his majesty, as otherwise how- 
soever, as currant money within this kingdome as fully and freely as if the same 
were sterling money, and currant of and in England, at such weights and rates 
respectively, as the said Mexico or Civil pieces, Rix-dollars, or cross-dollars, are 
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by the said late proclamation respectively to pass. And we do hereby declare, that 
no payment thereof shall be made unto his nuyesty, nor any person or persons of 
what quality, nation or condition soever, shall be inforced to receive any of the said 
Mexico pieces, commonly called Pillar-pieces, in any payment or payments what- 
soever or otherwise, unless the whole piece thereof shall weigh seventeen penny- weight • 
troy weight, and the lesser pieces thereof ratably and proportionally ; any thing 
herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. Given at the council-chamber in 
Dublin, the nineteenth day of September, 1662. 

God save the King. 
By the Lord Lieutenant and council. A - D * 

Essex, C.O.B. 

No. LIX. Whereas information is riven to us. the Lord Lieutenant and Council. A. 43. 

No 147 

that of late divers great sums of money have been secretly conveyed and transported 
out of this kingdom, contrary to the laws and statutes now in force in this realm, 
prohibiting the same, to the great impoverishing of this realm, and final consump- 
tion of the treasure thereof, if speedy remedy be not herein provided : We taking 
the same into consideration, have thought fitt strictly to charge and command, that - 
all and every the laws, statutes, and ordinances heretofore made for keeping the 
coins of this realm within the same, shall be henceforth firmly and inviolably observed 
and kept, according to the tenor of them, and that no person whatsoever shall here- 
after attempt to convey, carry or send, er cause to be conveyed, cariyed, or sent out 
of this realm of Ireland, any money currant within this realm, nor any plate, bul- 
lion, gold or silver, wrought or unwrought, without the licence of us/ the Lord 
lieutenant and Council, excepting onely so much as shall be necessary for his rea- 
sonable expences, which he shall be bound to confess and discover whensoever he shall 
be thereunto warned or charged by any of his majesties searchers, under pain of in- 
curring the forfeiture in and by said laws and statutes limited and appointed, the same 
being the forfeiture of the value of the money so canyed out of the realm, whereof 
the discoverer is by the said statutes to have the fourth part in such manner, as in 
the said statutes is expressed. And we do hereby strictly charge and command all 
searcher* of his majesties ports in this realm, and all others to whom it shall apper- 
tain, that they be careful and vigilant in and about the full execution of all and sin- 
gulas the laws and statutes now in force in this kingdom, against the exportation of 
gold and silver out of this realm, according to the purport of them, as they tender 
their duty to his majesty, and will answer the contrary at their perils. Given at the 
Council-chamber in Dublin, the twenty-eighth day of July, 1673. 

By the Lord Lieutenant and Council. 
Essex AD - 

^a* 5 *- 1673. 

No. LX. Whereas divers persons, in all or most of the cities, corporate andC. O. B. 
market towns in this kingdom, have taken a liberty without any restraint, to make j£ ^ 
in very great quantities a kind of brass or copper tokens, with such stamps as they 
pleased, and vented them to the people, some of the said tokens for a penny, and 
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settle ethers for a half-peny each piece, to the great grievance of bis majesties sub- 
jects ; we therefore do by this Qur proclamation, in his majesties name, strictly charts 
and require all persons whatsoever, from henceforth to forbear to make or stamp, or 
cause to be made or stamped, any brass or copper, or other tokens whatsoever, with- 
out special licence from his majesty in that behalf, and hereof they may not fail, as 
they will answer the contrary at their perils. Given at the Council-chamber in Dublin, 
the seventeenth day of October, 1673. 
AD. Dublin Castle, Feb^^^T- 

sert fct- My Lord. it************************ 

ten, IKS jj LXL Among the directions I sent by your lordship, there was one concern-* 

ing Farthings, since you went there hath been a proposall offered to me which seems 

to be mote reasonable than that which we discoursed when your lordship was here, I 

have therefore enclosed it to be considered on your side. 

I am your most faithfull humble servant, 

Essex. 
To his excellency the Lord Lieutenant and Council. 
It is humbly offered by the undertakers to furnish this kingdome with copper far- 
things and half-pence of the same weight and fineness with those of England, and 
by midsummer next to import such a quantitie of copper blocks or chipps as may 
possible with two presses, to be coyned by the spring ensueing. 

The undertakers do further promise to be at all the charges of coynage, both for 
instruments, materially workmen, and others employed' therein,, as alsoe to be att 
all the hazard by sea or otherwise, for bringing in such a quantity of copper, and 
to give such impression or stamp as his Excellencie and this honourable board shall 
think fitt. 

« 

But whereas the copper blocks when brought from Sweden will cost within 
three pence half peony . the pound weight of what they pass for when coyned, 
which is but little more than will pay the coynage and charges thereof, which his 
majestie takeing into consideration, ordered the summe of fifteen thousand pounds 
to pay for copper blocks to carry on the said work in England, and thosfc under- 
takers not insisting upon any advance money, do in lieu thereof, crave an allowance 
of four hundred pounds per annum sallery, for three years, towards the charge and 
interest of their disbursements, and that thq copper to be imported for this his ma* 
jegtie's service may be freed from the duty* of customes and excise, as the same is 
alsoe allowed in England. 

ibid** Dublin CastIe ' FebTy tV H — 

To Mr. Secretary Coventry. 

g£f *******♦*♦*•**# + *** 

No/ LXII. By a letter of his majestie's, dated 31 Aug. 72, power is given to 
my selfe and the councell here to raise the value of foreigne coyne ; the words of 
the letter are these. ' As to what you and our councell there propose in your letter 
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of raising foreigne coyne, we have considered of that matter, and are of opinion 
with advice of our councell, and accordingly we will that you and the councell doe 
prepare such a proclamation for the raiseing or abateing foreigne coynes as you shall 
judge expedient for the good of that our kingdome, but that you forbare to issue it 
till you shall have first transmitted the same hether to us for our view and appro- 
bation/ Here are a sort of Portugal money called crusados weighing fourteen penny 
weight ; there are alsoe another species of crusados weighing "but eleven penny weight, 
which two sorts have of late gone promiscuously at three shillings a piece, the reason 
of it was this, those of fourteen penny weight being the onely sort which then came 
over hither were by public proclamation appointed to pass at three shillings and eight 
pence. The merchants who traded into those countrys bringing over a great quan- 
tity of the worser sort, the stamps whereof being like, uttered them at three shil- 
lings and eight pence, but the people finding the fraud, and that these wanted in them 
one fifth part of the silver would take neither the one or the other at more then three 
shillings, so as the inconvenience from hence arises that when any of the weightier 
sort are given in payment, the goldsmiths finding their profit melt them down, by 
which means the coyne is diminished. Now there being a considerable trade between 
this kingdome and Portugall, and probable some quantity of this money will be 
brought over. We have considered the matter, and doe conceive it for the benefit 
of the country that this money have it's due value according to its several species, the 
plate pieces of Mexico, weighing seventeen penny weight, which is the generall mo- 
ney of the kingdome, and therefore may properly be taken for a standard to the rest, 
pass for four shillings and nine pence, at which rate a Portugal piece weighing four- 
teen pennyweight, considering weight and fineness of silver, is worth near three shil- 
lings and eleven pence, but to avoid fractions in payments the proclamation fixes it at 
three shillings and ten pence, and in regard we doe limit it to the full weight there 
cannot be either injustice or inconvenience in any kind to raise it to this value ; and for 
your bettor information I have herewith inclosed a piece of each coyne, you may please 
to propose it to his majestie that I may have his approbation, according to forme for 
issueing out his proclamation, %c. 

I am your most faithfull humble servant, 

Essex. 
By the Lord Lieutenant and Councell. 
Whereas the Kings most excellent majestie being informed, that there is a great 
scarcitie of coyne in this his majesties kingdom of Ireland, and that by means thereof 
all commerce in course is much hindred, and many inconveniencies may befall the 
publick if some timely remedy be not applyed, and it being offered io his majestie, as 
a present expedient, that the values of some sort of foreigne coyne which have been 
lately made currant in this kingdome may be raised to a higher rate. And his ma- 
jestie haveing been gratiously pleased to take the same into his princely consideration, 
and by letters under his royall signett and signe manuall, bearing date at his court 
at Whitehall, to signifie unto us his royall will and pleasure, that we should raise 
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thai iort of foreigae coyne, commonly called Portugall* Crusadta, weighing four- 
teen penny weight, from three shillings unto three shillings and ten ptace, atid th» 
halfe Pbrtugall Crusados, weighing seven penny weight unto one shilling eleven 
pence, and that we should cause his majesties good pleasure therein signified towards 
his good people, to be made publick, and the said foreigne pieces of coyne to be 
made currant, according to the rate aforesaid, within this his majesties kingdom of 

Ireland. Now we the Lord Lieutenant and Councell, in all humble obedience to 

« 

his majesties royall commands, doe hereby publish and declare, that all and sin- 
gular these pieces of foreigne coyne, commonly called the Portugall Crusados, 
weighing fourteen penny weight, which now are, or shall at any time, from and 
after the date of this proclamation, be brought into this kingdom, shall from and 
after the date of this our proclamation, be allowed, accepted, and pass in all pay- 
ments, as well to and from his majestic as otherwise however, between party and 
party as currant moneys within this kingdome, at the rate of three shillings and ten 
pence, as fully and freely to all intents and purposes as if the same were sterling and 
currant moneys of and in England, and that the halfe Portugall Crusados, weigh- 
ing, seven penny weight be allowed, accepted, and pass in all payments at the 
rate of one shilling and eleven pence currant money in like manner, to all intents 
and purposes within this kingdom, as if the same were sterling money currant of 
and in England ; and in case any of the said pieces made currant by this procla- 
mation, shall want of the weight therein laid downe for the said pieces respectively, 
that then there be allowance given of three pence for each penny weight, being 
twenty-four graines so wanting in any of the aforesaid pieces respectively, and so 
proportionably for greater or lesser want of weight in the said pieces, and in case 
such defect of weight as aforesaid, shall be supplied in manner as aforesaid, then 
and in such case every peece so defective in weight as aforesaid, shall be allowed, 
and pass in all payments, as well to and from his majestie, or otherwise however, 
as currant money within this kingdome as fully and freely as if the same were ster- 
ling money currant of and in England. And we doe hereby declare, that no pay- 
ment shall be made unto his majestie, nor any person or persons of what quality, 
nation, or condition soever, shall be forced to receive any of the several pieces of 
coyne aforesaid, in any payment or payments whatsoever, or otherwise, unless every 
such piece as aforesaid be of the weight abovementioned for such piece, or unless such 
allowance be given for defect of weight as aforesaid, and we reqqire all roeiors, 
sheriffs, portreevs, bayliffs, and all other chiefe officers of corporations, and all 
justices of peace, upon any difference ariseing or concerning the passing of any the 
pieces of silver formerly, and in this proclamation mentioned, to pass in manner as 
aforesaid, and in case of defect pf weight, with the respective allowances aforesaid, 
that in all an4 every such cases of difference they and every of them doe determine 
such differences according to the rates given by this proclamation, Given, $c. 
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By the Lords Justices and Council. A - D - 

Mich. Dublin, C. Art. Forbese. c # Ba 

No. LXIII. Whereas information is given unto us, the Lords Justices and A. 43. 
Council, that divers great summes of money have been of late secretly conveyed" " 158# 
and transported out of this kingdom, contrary to the laws and statutes now in 
force, prohibiting the same, to the great impoverishing of the realm, and final 
consumption of the treasure thereof, if not speedily prevented : Now we the Lords 
Justices and Council, taking the same into our consideration, have thought fit to 
will and require, and to hereby strictly charge and command, that all and every 
the laws, statutes, and ordinances heretofore made for the keeping the coyns of this 
realm within the same, be henceforth duely and inviolably observed, according to 
the tenor of them, and that no person or persons whatsoever, shall hereafter at- 
tempt to convey, cany or send, or cause to be conveyed, carryed or sent out of 
this realm, any money whatsoever, currant within this realm, nor any plate, bul- 
lion, gold or silver, wrought or unwrought, without the licence of us, the 
Lords Justices and Council, excepting onely so much as shall be necessary for his 
and their reasonable expences, which he and they shall be bound to confess and 
discover, whensoever they shall be thereunto warned or charged by any of his 
majesties searchers, under pain of- incurring the forfeitures in and by the said 
laws and statutes limited and appointed, the same being the forfeiture of the value 
of the money so carryed out of the realm, whereof the discoverer is by the said 
statutes to have one fourth part, in such manner as in the said statutes is expressed, 
which we shall take care for their encouragement shall be duely satisfied accordingly : 
And we do hereby further require, and strictly charge and command all searchers 
of his majesties ports in this realm, and all others his majesties officers and mi- 
nisters to whom it shall appertain, that they and every of them be carefull and 
vigilant in and about the full and due execution of all and singular the laws and 
statutes now in force in this kingdom, against such as shall export any gold or 
silver out of this realm, against the purport and tenor of the said statutes, and 
that they endeavour to bring them to condign punishment for the same, as they 
tender their duty to his majesty, and will answer the contrary at their utmost 
peril. Given at the Council-chamber in Dublin, the six and twentieth day of 
July, 1675. 

By the Lord Lieutenant and Council. A. D. 

Essex. 16 *7. 

No. LXIV. Whereas we are informed, that divert merchants, strangers and A. 43/ 
others, have lately brought into this kingdom, several pieces of Dutch coyne, No# 212# 
commonly known by the name of New-lyon dollars, stanpped with a lyon ram- 
pant on the one side, and a man with an eschutchion covering his lower parts, 
and a lyon charged in it on the other side, coyned in the years 1674, 1675, or 
1676, with this motto, Confident Domino non movetur, and. the year of ' our 
Lord in the same round, with the motto over the head of the lyon, and that 

S 
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they by themselves, their agents, or factors, have dispersed and uttered the same 
in payments amongst his majesties subject*, at the rate of fbure shillings and nine 
pence per piece, as money allowed to be issued in trade and commerce. And 
whereas we have caused some of the said pieces to be tryed and essayed by the 
essay master of this city, and do find that the said pieces are worse than hit 
majesties standard of England, by two ounces five penny weight upon the pound 
weight; and that these new dollars are intrinsically worth no more than three 
shillings and foure pence one farthing sterling, and (in proportion to the Spanish 
money commonly current here) worth three shillings and nine pence And whereas 
none of the said pieces, nor any of that kind and species have been at any time 
allowed by his majestic, or by proclamation from us the Lord Lieutenant, or any 
of his majesties former chief governors and council of this kingdom, to pass as 
current money within this kingdom, and yet are commonly paid off (as we are 
informed) at the rate aforesaid. Now we the Lord Lieutenant and Council, 
duely weighing the premisses, and the many inconveniencies which by such frau 
dulent practices may befall his majesties good subjects if not timely prevented, 
have thought fit to publish and make known the same by this our proclamation, 
and hereby to caution and advise, that none of the officers or ministers of his 
majesties revenue, or any other person or persons of what nature, quality, or con- 
dition soever he be, is or are, by any law, required or inforced to take or receive 
any of the said pieces, commonly called New lyon dollars, stamped in manner 
aforesaid, in any payment or payments whatsoever, and hereof we require all manner 
of persons, who are or shall be there in any wise concerned, to take special no- 
tice at their perils. Given at the Council-chamber in Dublin, the ninth day of 
April, 1677. 
A - D- Abstract of a patent of King Charles II. to Sir Thomas Armstrong and colonel 
Auditor'* l*gg> for coining copper half-pence. 

office, lib. No. LXV. Charles the second, 85c. Whereas we did, by our letters patients 
MTii. p. im j cr our great seale of England the fourteenth of December in the twelfth 
year of our raigne, grant unto Sir. Thomas Armstrong, knight, lately deceased, 
full power, #c. for coyning farthing tokens of copper, and whereas Sir Thomas 
Armstrong, knight, his son hath humbly petitioned and represented unto us,* 
that neither his father nor himself were ever admitted to make use of the said 
grant, nor obtayne allowance from the chief governor of Ireland to issue the said 
farthing tokens as our royall coyne amongst our subjects of that kingdom, and 
that having laid out considerable sums of money for copper and the working 
thereof into farthings, and other incidentall charges they have *usteyned great 
losse and damage ; in consideration whereof we do hereby, with the advice and 
consent of our beloved cozen and counsellor James duke of Ormonde, our lord 
lieutenant general and general governor of Ireland, for us, our heirs arid successors, 
grant, and by these our letters pattents, give unto the said Sir Thomas Armstrong 
and colonel George Legg, their heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, full 



APPENDIX. 13d 

power, $c. during the terme of twenty-one years from the date hereof to make 
and coyn such quantity of copper half-pence, as they may conveniently issue 
during the said terme among our subjects of Ireland. The said copper half-pence 
to s be made of copper by engines, having on one side the figure or effigies of our 
head stampt thereon, and on the other side the impression of an harpe crowned, 
with this inscription round before and on the reverse, Carolus secundus Dei gratia 
magn. Brittan, Franc. 8$ Hibern. Rex, and each to weigh one hundred and seven 
grains troy weight : which copper half-pence we do hereby for us, our heirs and 
successsors, ordayne shall pass and be generally used between man and man as 
half-pence within this kingdom of Ireland ; forbidding all other persons whatso- 
ever to make or counterfeit, or import such copper half pence or engines, under 
paine of forfeiture of the same, o{ such other punishements as the law may inflict. 
All officers, justices and magistrates ordered to be aiding and • assisting the said 
Sir Thomas Armstrong and colonel George Legg, in the due execution of the 
premisses; they paying unto us, our heirs and successors, yearly, dureing the 
abovesaid term, the sum of sixteen pound thirteen shillings and four pence sterling, 
in two payments, viz. on the twenty fourth of June and twenty-fifth of December. 
The said pattentees to have all the profits ariseing from the said coynage, and 
to be at any time ready to deliver the sum of twenty shillings in copper half- 
pence for every twenty shillings in sterling money, which any of our subjects of 
Ireland shall be willing to give or disburse for the same, and to repay twenty 
shillings in sterling money for every twenty shillings of the said half-pence as 
shall be brought to them. Convenient quantities of the said half-pence to be 
aent to as many cities, towns, and other places in Ireland as they shall think fit. 
Witness our said Lieutenant generall and generall governor of our said kingdom of 
Ireland, at Dublin, the eighteenth day of May, in the thirty-second year of our 
reign. 

Domvile. 
By the Lord Lieutenant and Council. 
Ormonde. A - D - 

No. LXVI. Whereas his majesty, by letters patents under his great seal of c. o. k 
Ireland, bearing date the eighteenth day of May, in the two and thirtieth year A - 43 - 
of his reign, hath been graciously pleased to grant unto Sir Thomas Armstrong, p> * 71 * 
knight, and colonel George Legg, their executors, administrators and assigns, 
full, free, and absolute licence, power and authority, that they by themselves, 
or by their sufficient deputy or deputies, workmen and servants, should (during 
the terme of one and twenty years, to commence from the date of the said letters 
patents) make in some convenient place or places, at his or their and every of 
their pleasures and appointement such quantity of half-pence of copper, as might 
by them be issued amongst his majesties subjects in this his majesties realm of 
Ireland, during the time aforesaid, and them to utter, issue, disperse, and dispose 
of within and throughout the said kingdom. And to the intent the said copper 

S3 
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half-pence might be distinguished from any other which have been made or might 
happen to be made in any other place or places whatsoever., hath declared his royal 
will and pleasure, and commanded that the said balf-pence should be made of 
copper, haveing on the one side, the figure or effigies of his majesties head stampt 
in copper, and on the other side the stamp or impress of an harp crowned, with 
this inscription round before and on the reverse side, Carolus secundus Dei gratia 
Magna Britannia Francia $ Hibernia Rex. And whereas his majesty, in and 
by his said letters patients, hath willed and ordained that the said copper half- 
pence so made should weigh, each half-peny, one hundred and ten grains troy 
weight, and that the same should be generally used by all his subjects, and others 
in this his kingdom of Ireland, as tokens of the value of half-pence within this 
kingdom ; and to the intent that the said Sir Thomas Armstrong and George 
Legg, their executors, administrators and assigns, respectively, might have and 
enjoy the full advantage, benefit and proffit intended them by his majesties • said 
grant, his majesty hath graciously pleased, in and by his letters patents, straightly 
to forbid and prohibit all and every person and persons whatsoever, other than he 
the said Sir Thomas Armstrong and the said George Legg, their executors, ad- 
ministrators and assigns, their deputies, agents and servants, to make or counterfeit 
any such copper half-pence, or to make or use any engines, stamps or instruments, 
whereby they may be made, or to make or use any other tokens, engines, stamps 
or instruments, in resemblance of them, or any other tokens whatsoever, or to use or 
utter any other half penny tokens, pence or farthing tokens, or copper pieces, or brass 
pieces, or pieces of any other metal, which have been or shall be made for tokens, for 
the use of any part of his majesties dominions, or any parts beyond the seas, or 
which shall have been made, either before, or shall be made after, the date of 
hid majesties said letters patents, within this his majesties said kingdom of Ireland, 
or in any other parts, or to import or bring into this his majesties realm of 
Ireland, any half pence, pence, or farthing tokens, or copper or brass pieces, or 
pieces of any other metal, which have been or shall be made in any parts beyond 
the seas, to be used as tokens, upon pain of forfeiture of all such half penny 
tokens, farthing tokens, or other tokens, or pieces of copper or brass, or other 
metal, which hath been or shall be made and used as tokens, and of all such 
engines, stamps, and instruments,, as should be so made, used, or found, contrary 
to his majesties said letters patents, and upon such further pains, penalties and 
imprisonments, as by the laws and statutes of this realm, and by his majesties 
prerogative royal, may be inflicted upon such persons for their contempt and 
breach of hi£ majesties royal commands in this behalf, the one moyety of all such 
forfeitures, to be to his majestie, his heirs and successors, and the other moyety 
to the said Sir Thomas Armstrong and George Legg, their executors, administra- 
tors and assigns respectively. And whereas his majesty, in and by his said letters 
patents, hath further granted unto the said Sir Thomas Armstrong and George 
Legg, their executors, administrators and assigns, respectively, that they by them- 
selves, their deputies, servants and agents, or any of them, may from time to 
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time, and at all times" during the said term of twenty-one years (calling a con- 
stable or other officer with him or them) enter into any ship, bottom, vessel or 
boat, or into any house, shop, cellar, warehouse, ~ or any other place whatsoever, 
within this kingdom, where they or any of them shall have cause to make search 
by water or land (as well within liberties as without) and there to try and search 
by all ways and means for all counterfeit half-pence, farthing tokens, and pence, 
and other tokens of brass or copper, or other metal whatsoever, which have been 
made or shall be used as tokens, or any engines, stamps, or instruments, that are 
already made, or shall at any time after the date of his majesties said letters v 
patents be made for the making, coyning, stamping or casting of any farthing 
tokens, half -pence or pence whatsoever, or as shall be brought from other parts 
of his majesties dominions, or the parts beyond the seas, or found to be made 
within his majesties said realm of Ireland, contrary to the meaning of his majesties 
said letters patents, and that finding any such tokens, copper or brass pieces, 
instruments, stamps or engines, to arrest, seize, and carry away and detain the same, 
to the uses in his majesties letters patents beforementioned. These are therefore, 
in his majesties name, straightly tq command and forbid all manner of persons 
whatsoever, that they and every of them do forbear to import, make, stamp, cast, 
coyn, utter, or receive, any copper half-pence, or copper pence, or farthing tokens, 
or any other tokens whatsoever, of any sort of metal, or pieces of copper or brass 
by way of change or otherwise, or to have or use any engines, stamps or instru- 
ments, whereby such copper half-pence, or pence, or farthing tokens, or other 
piece of copper or brass may be stamped, coined, made, or uttered, or used 
amongst his majesty's subjects in this kingdom, contrary to his majesties will 
and pleasure declared in and by his majesties said letters patents, as they will 
answer the contrary at their utmost perils, save only the said Sir Thomas Armstrong 
and the said colonel George Legg, their deputies, agents and servants, who are 
hereby required to make such a convenient quantity of the said copper half* 
pence for the use of his miyesties subjects, and . to take care that each of them 
do weigh one hundred and ten grains troy weight, as' in his majesties letters 
patents are directed, and to send such proportions of them iftto as many cities, 
burroughs, corporate and market towns of this kingdom, as they shall think 
convenient for the use of his majesties subjects, in this kingdom, the same to be 
left in the hands of some discreet person or persons whom they shall appoint to 
be vended and uttered amongst the inhabitants of the respective cities, burroughs, 
counties and places of this realm; and in case any of his majesty's subjects shall 
happen to be surcharged, in the course of their trades, with more of the said 
copper half-pence, than they can utter, then the said Sir Thomas Armstrong, 
and the said colonel George Legg, their , deputies, agent, and servants, are in . 
pursuance of his majesties said letters patents hereby required to deliver at any 
time during the time aforesaid, the summe of twenty shillings, currant monies, 
for every summe of twenty one shillings returned in the same copper half-pence 
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unto such person and persons who shall so happen to.be surcharged, and so after 
that rate for all greater summes. And we do further, in his majesties name, 
straightly command and require, that the aforesaid copper half-pence, which hare 
been and shall be made, by bis majesties royal authority, according to his ma- 
jesties said grant (and no other token whatsoever) be uttered, used, received, 
accepted and taken in all dealings, whereby exchange of small money is necessary 
between man and man, as currant monies, according to the value of half-pence, 
within this kingdom Yet so as none of his majesties subjects are hereby compelled 
to receive of the said copper half-pence in any payment of money above five 
shillings in one hundred pounds, and so proportionally in all greater or lesser 
summes : And the chief officers and governours, with the ministers and constables 
of all places within this realm respectively, and also the farmers, collectors and 
receivers of his majesties revenue of this kingdom for the time being, are hereby 
required to endeavour that the said copper half-pence may be uttered and dispersed 
throughout the kingdom ; and that they be freely received and pass in use betwixt 
man and man for the value of half-pence in the way of exchange, as is before 
expressed. And we do further, in his majesties name, straightly change and 
command all and singular mayors, sheriffs, justices of the peaoe, constables, head* 
boroughs, controllers, customers, and searchers, and all other* his majesties officers 
and ministers, to whom it shall or may appertain, to be aiding and assisting in 
all lawful and convenient manner unto the said Sir Thomas Armstrong and 
colonel George Legg, their executors, administrators and assigns, and their and 
every of their deputies, factors, agents and servants, in the due execution of the 
premisses, upon pain of his majesties high displeasure, and such punishments 
and imprisonments, as by the laws and statutes of this realm, and his majesties 
prerogative royal, can or may be inflicted upon them for their contempt in 
that behalf. Given at the Council-chamber in Dublin, the nineteenth day of 
July, 1680. 

A* D. By the Lord Deputy and council. 

1683. kwmtm 

C. O. B. Arran " 

A. 43. No. LXVII. Whereas many and great ineonveniencies have h appe n e d to his 
majesties subjects of this kingdom, by the difference of weights that have been 
of late made use of for the weighing of such forrtign coyn, a* hath been made 
currant here by proclamation, as also by the bringing over into this kingdom 
great quantities of Peru pieces of eight, which for some time did commonly pass 
without any regard to their weight, for four shillings and six pence a piece, 
which was more than their real value, and of late many of (hem have been re- 
fused 'to be taken for more than three shillings, or three shillings and six pence 
a piece, which is less than their real value, whereby many of his majesty's 
subjects have been at great loss, which hath been chiefly occasioned for want 
of taking due notice of the several proclamations now in force, whereby such 
forreign coyn is made currant, which are most of them out of print, and not easily 
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to be had ; and we being desirous to remedy a mischief that may prove so 
prejudicial to the trade and traffique of this kingdom, by such incertainty in the 
coyn now currant here ; have drought fit by this our proclamation, to declare 
at what rates all sorts of forreign coyne, by the several proclamations now in 
force are to pass amongst his majesties subjects in this kingdom, which are as 
followeth. See page 55. 

And in case any of the aforesaid pieces of gold or silver, shall want of the 
weight herein laid down on the said pieces respectively, then allowance is to be 
given of two pence for each grain so wanting in any piece of the kinds of gold 
aforesaid respectively, and three pence for each penny weight so wanting in any 
piece of the kinds of silver aforesaid respectively, and so proportionally for greater 
or lesser wants of weight in the said pieces : and in case such defect of weight as 
aforesaid, shall be supplied in manner as aforesaid, then and in such case every piece so 
defective in weight as aforesaid is to be allowed and to pass in all payments, as well to 
and from his majesty as otherwise howsoever as currant money within this kingdom, as 
fully and as freely as if the same were sterling money, and currant of and in 
England. And we do also hereby declare, that all the aforesaid sorts of forreign 
coyn being standing weight, are to pass, and are to be paid and received at the 
rates abovementioned, and any such coyns not weighing down the scales in the 
weighing thereof, is not to be any cause for the refusal thereof at the rates 
herein abovementioned. As also that every person receiving any money shall re- 
ceive by what side of the scales he pleases, if he uses those of the payer, and 
if he uses his own, then he is to^ receive by which side the payer shall think 
proper to direct. And to the end there may be no incertainty in the weights 
of money, we do hereby further declare, that we have directed all the weights 
that are necessary for the said silver coyn, to be exactly made by Henry Paris 
and John Ctrthbeard, of the city of Dublin, the stamps to be flat, and the circle 
to be smooth and polished, that no dust may gather in, and each weight to be 
stampt with the number of the penny weights it bears on one side, and the 
crown and hatp on the other tide, where the same may be had at reasonable rates, 
not ' exceeding twelve pence for all the weights bang eight in number, viz. for the 
dtic&toqri, half-ducaftoon, for the whole plate and Peru pieces, and half and quarter 
pfctes thereof, a -two penny weight, a penirjr weight, fend a half-penny weight, 
which are all that will be necessary for weighing the several sorts of silver coyn 
that T do now Commonly pass in this kingdom. And we have ordered a standard 
of z aft sorts of the said weights for silver coyri to bte left in the hands of 
the respective sheriffs ■ of the several courtties of this kingdom, and also 
hi tlfe hands of the respective mayors,' and other chief magistrates of the 
several cities and corporations of this kingdom, by whom the same are to be 
left Ih succession ' with the next succeeding sheriffs, mayors^ and other magis- 
trates, to • the end that all differences ihat shall happen about any weights for 
money, may thereby be either determined or prevented. And in case any person 
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or persons shall either pay or receive any money by any other weight than such 
as shall be agreeable to the weights so to be left in the said sheriffs, mayors, 
and other chief magistrates hands, they are to be proceeded against and punished ac- 
cording to the law, as keepers and users of false and unlawfull weights. Given at 
the Council-chamber in Dublin, the sixth day of June, 1683. 

God save the King. 
A. D. Abstract of a deed of assignement of a power to coyn half-pence to Sir John 

hISTSt. Knox - kni * ht - 

lie. Dab. No. LXVIII. This indenture, made the seventeenth day of June, in the thirty- 
lin. An second of King Charles II. fife, between Sir Thomas Armstrong, knight, 8Cc. George 
if' faj^j Legg, Esq ; #c. the right honourable Richard Earl of Arran, and Sir Nicholas 
* Ja. II. Armorer, knight, %c. on the one part, and John Knox, of the city of Dublin, 
P^ 1 * '*- alderman, of the other part. Whereas the said Sir Thomas Armstrong, knight, 
deceased, and the said George Legg, did obtain from his majesty a reference to 
James duke of Ormond, lord lieutenant of Ireland, for renewing a patent formerly 
granted to the said Armstrong for making farthing tokens in Ireland. And 
whereas the said Thomas Armstrong and George Legg, by writing under their hands 
and seals, the twenty ninth of November, 1678, did constitute, fife. Richard Earl of 
Arran, and Sir Nicholas Armorer, their attorneys, fife, to get the said reference, 
and obtain from the Duke of Ormond, allowance for passing such new grant for 
the making farthing tokens and half-pence, and issuing the same in Ireland, and 
surrendering the former patent, and to treat and conclude with any person, for 
their interest in the said new patent (when past) by agreement either by yearly 
income, rent, or for such sum of money as they their said attornies shall think fit, 
and to perfect, fife, such deed, fife, as shall be requisite, fife, in consideration. of 
which care, fife, the said Armstrong and. Legg* did grant to the said Earl of 
Arran and Nicholas Armorer, one third part of all the profits of such letters pa- 
tents, after deduction of all charges relating to the same, fife. And whereas his 
majesty, fife, by his letters patents, fife, of the eighteenth of May last past, hath 
given, fife, to the said Sir Thomas Armstrong and. colonel George Legg, 3Tc. full 
and absolute power, fife, during the tearme therein mentioned to make, fife, such 
quantities of half-pence of eppper, fife, (recite* the whole jpqtent.) Now this in* 
denture witnesseth, that the said Sir Thomas Armstrong, George Legg, * Richard 
Earl of Arran, and Sir Nicholas Armorer, in consideration of the sum of one 
thousand five hundred pounds, of lawfull money, fife, well and. truly .paid, 
fife, by the said John Knox, have granted and set over, fife, to. the sajd 
John Knox, fife, all such power,, fife, to coin, stamp, disperse, utter, fifo 
of copper half-pence within the kingdom of Ireland as are granted to them, #p. 
in and by the said recited letters patents, in ^s full, fife, manner, fife, as they, fife. 
might or could doe by the said letters patents ; to have, fife, all and singular the 
said powers, 8(c. receive, Xc. all such profits, fife, as shall be made, fif c< dyring the 
remainder of the said twenty-one years. And the said. John Knox, fife, doth 
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covenant, $c. during the said term to pay, $c. perform, %c. all the rents, reservations, 
%c. And the said Sir Thomas Armstrong, Ijgc. for themselves, 8$c. do covenant, 
8Cc. that they will at any time hereafter, during the said term, at the cost of the said 
Jphn Knox, procure as often as shall be necessary, from the chief governor of 
Ireland, a proclamation for the better execution of the said letters patents, and the 
passing of the said half-penny tokens, and suppressing all other tokens, instruments, 
$c. And that if the said Armstrong, 8$c. doe, within the said term, procure any 
other patent, %c. for coining any other farthing, half-penny or penny, that the said 
John Knox, fyc. shall have the full benefit thereof, during the said term without any 
fine, $c- in witness whereof, fyc. 

Abstract of a warrant for renewing letters patents to alderman. John Knox. a. D. 

James R. 1685 - 

No. LXIX. Most reverend father in God, and right trusty and right well* a ce 
beloved cousin and councellor, wegreete you well. Whereas the late king, 8$c. did Dublin. 
by letters patent, %c. of the eighteenth of May, 1680, #c. grant unto colonel Legg, J£° ' * 
now lord Dartmouth, and Sir Thomas Armstrong, fyc. power, S$c. to make and utter jac. II. 
such a quantity of copper half-pence, as might be issued in Ireland, within the term 
of twenty-one years, fife, (recites the conditions of the grant J And whereas John 
Knox, of Dublin, alderman and assignee, fife, hath, as we are informed, been at 
great expence in providing copper, 8Cc. and has humbly prayed us that we would 
accept of a surrender of the former patent and to grant him a new one, for the term 
unexpired of the former grant, under the same yearly rent, restrictions, 8Cc. as in 
the said former patents, with this alteration only, of the figure of our head to be 
stamped on the one side, and the inscription of, Jacobus Dei gratid magna Britanue 
Francis et ffibernia Bex. And we having referred the consideration of this matter 
to our high treasurer of England, and seen his report, together with the report of 
our attorney general of Ireland, in the words following, Xc. Our will and pleasure 
is, and we doe hereby require you,. He. that you give such orders, 8Cc. for accepting 
a surrender of the former patents, 8Cc. and that thereupon you cause new letters pa- 
tents to be forthwith passed under the great seale of that our kingdom, and with the 
advice of some our council learned in the law there, containing an effectual grant 
from us, Kc. unto the said John Knox, tfc. of a free, Xc. licence from us, 8(c. that 
he the said John Knox, by himself, 8>c. may, during the number of years granted 
by the former patents yet unexpired, make such quantity of half-pence of copper, a* 
may be issued in that our realme, as our lawfull coyne, flfc. See the abstract of the 
patent. Given at our court at Whitehall, the twenty third day of October, 1685, 
in the first year of our reign. 

By his majesty's command, 
Sunderland. 
T 
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A. D. Abstract of a patent King James II. to Sir John Knox, for coining copper 

office, lib. No. LXX. James the second, S$c. To all, 8$c. Whereas the late king, $$c. 

l. p. 53. djd \yj letters patents bearing date the eighteenth of May in the thirty-second jew 
of his reign did grant unto colonel George Legg, now lord Dartmouth, and Sir 
Thomas Armstrong, deceased, full power to coin copper half pence for the use of 
. this our kingdom of Ireland. And whereas there is a great want of small coyne for 
exchange, and John Knox, alderman, and now lord-mayor of the city of Dublin, 
assignee to the said lord Dartmouth and Sir Thomas Armstrong, hath been at great 
expence in provideing copper and other materials for the making of the said half- 
pence, and hath surrendered the former patent ; we do by these our letters patients 
grant unto the said John Knox, his executors, administrators and assigns, full 
power, during the remainder of the term granted by the above said former patent 
to coyn such quantitie of copper half-pence as he can conveniently issue among our 
subjects of the said kingdom . The said half-pence to be made of copper by engines, 
having on one side the figure or effigies of our head, and on the other side, the 
stamp of an harp crowned, with this inscription round before and on the reverse, 
Jacobus secundum Dei gratia magna Brittamce Francia et Hibernue Rex. Which 
copper half-pence we do hereby for us, our heirs and successors, ordayne shall pass 
and be generally used between man and man as tokens, for the value of half-pence, 
within this kingdom, forbidding all other persons whatsoever to make, counterfeit, 
or import, such copper half-pence or engines under paine of forfeiture thereof, or 
such other punishment as the law may inflict. All officers, justices and magistrates 
ordered to be aiding and assisting the said John Knox, in the due execution of the pre- 
misses, he paying unto us, 8gc. the sum of sixteen pounds thirteen shillings and four 
pence, in two payments, 8gc. and that he shall have all the profits ariseing from the said 
coynage, and to be ready at any time to deliver the sum of twenty shillings of the 
said copper half-pence for every twenty shillings in sterling money, which any of 
our subjects of Ireland shall be willing to give or disburse for the same, and to re- 
pay twenty shillings in sterling money for every twenty shillings of the said copper 
half-pence as shall be brought to him. Convenient quantities of the said half-pence 
to be sent to as many cities, towns and other places, in Ireland, as he shall think fitt. 
Witness our aforesaid lords justices at Dublin, the twenty-ninth day of December, 
in the first year of ourraigne. 

Domville. 
A<D By the Lord Deputy and Council. 

1087. Tyrconnel. 

Dr.P.col- jj LXXI. Whereas a proclamation issued from the late lord deputy and 
i. p. 347*. council of this kingdom, concerning the weighing of such forreign coyn as hath 
been made currant here ; which proclamation followeth in these words, (recites 
verbatim the above proclamation, which I think needless to repeat, and then con- 
cludes) And whereas we are informed that many of his majesties subjects do not 
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conform themselves to (he rales and directions prescribed by the said proclamation 
for the paying and receiving of the said forraign coyns therein mentioned, and do 
refuse to accept of the payment of the said coyn by standing weight as by the said 
proclamation is directed. And least the neglect of the due observance of the said 
proclamation may be occasioned by its being now out of print, and not easily to be 
had for the perusal of his majesties subjects, we the Lot d Deputy and Council have 
thought fit to cause the <same to be herewith reprinted, and do hereby require all 
his majesties officers, ministers and loving subjects, whom it may concern, punc- 
tually to observe and conform themselves to the several rules and directions pre- 
scribed by the aforesaid proclamation, as they will answer the contrary at their 
utmost perita. Given at the Council-chamber in Dublin, the sixteenth day of 
January* 1687. 

By the King. A. D. 

James R. c ™\ 

No. LXXIL Whereas we have thought fit, by the advice of our privy a. 44. 
council, to raise the coyn of this our kingdom to a higher value ; we do hereby P- 68 - 
publish and declare, by the advice aforesaid, that all sorts of coyn now cur- i e ctionV 
rant in this our kingdom, whether forreign or sterling, shall pass amongst all i. p. 393. 
our subjects within this our realm, and in all payments to be made either to us 
or from us, according to the rates following; that is to say. See page 56 tod 57. 
And in case any of the aforesaid pieces of gold or silver, which are foreign, and 
outlandish coyn, shall want of the weight herein laid cm the said pieces respectively* 
then allowance is to be given of two pence for each grain so wanting in any piece of 
thejunds of gold aforesaid respectively, and three pence for each penny weight so 
wanting in any piece of the kinds of silver aforesaid respectively, and so propor- 
tionably for greater or lesser wants of weight in the said pieces. And in case such 
defect of weight as aforesaid shall be supplied in manner as aforesaid, then and in ( 
such case every piece so defective in weight as aforesaid, and that defect of weight 
£ so supplied as aforesaid is to be allowed, and to pass hi all payments, as* well to and 

f from tf b, as otherwise howsoever, as euftaht money within this our kingdom, as 

fully and freely as if the same were sterling money* and currant of and in England. 
And we do hereby declare, that all the aforesaid coyn, which ate foreign coyd, being 
standing weight are to pass, and are to be paid and received at the rates herein above- 
mentioned, and that any such coyns not weighing down the scales in the weighing 
thereof is not to be any cause for the refusal thereof at the rates herein above- 
mentioned : As also, that every person receiving atiy money shall receive by what side 
of scales he pleases, if he uses those of the payer, and if he uses his Olvn, thfcn he 
is to receive by which side* the payer shall think fit to direct. And to the fetid thtfre * 
be no incertainty in the weights of money, we do hereby publish afld declare, thafc 
the same methods be observed in. the said weights as is directed' by proclamation is- 
sued in this kingdom on the sixth day of Jude, in the year 1683, in the -time of 
the governement of Richard Earl of Arran, lord deputy of Ireland. Given at i 

T2 
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our court at Dublin-castle, the twenty-fifth day of March, 1689, in the fifth your 
of our reign. 
A. D. By the King. 

1689 ' lorn*, n 

c. o. B. Jame8 K - * 

A. 44. No. LXXIII. Whereas we have, by our royal proclamation formerly pub- 

Dr.P.'col- li8bed ** d declared, that all forreign coyn now currant in this our kingdom should 
lection^, pass amongst our subjects within this our realm, according to the rates in the said 
u - P-2. proclamation mentioned. And whereas there is a forreign coyn now in this our 
kingdom of small pieces of silver, called the French three pence half-penny, or the 
three sou's and half sou's, which sort of coyn is omitted in the said proclamation, 
so that it is not yet ascertained at what rate the same shall pass : we do therefore 
hereby publish and declare, by the advice of our privy council, that eveiy piece of 
the said small pieces of silver called the French three pence halfpenny, or three sou's 
and half sou's, are to pass for three pence half-penny, and are to be paid and re- 
ceived in all payments to be made by us, and to us, or otherwise howsoever, as currant 
money within this our kingdom at the rates aforesaid. Given at our court. at 
our castle of Dublin, the fourth day of May, 1689, and in the fifth year of our 
reign. 
A. D. James R. 

Book of ^°- 1XXIV. Our will and pleasure is, that you forthwith goe to the several 

orders j. place or places where stamps, presses or coyning mills are, which with the several 

£^ ud * instruments belonging to the coynage you are to secure, under your respective seales, 

Dublin, in some safe place soe as none can come at or meddle with the satjie without your con- 

P* *■ sent ; as also to secure, in the same manner, any quantity of brass or copper casten, 

rounded or fitted to the mill, and if you shall find any persons at work at the said 

mills, for our service, coyning brass or copper money, any two of you shall remain 

beside the said workmen to see that what is coyned bee duely aplyed to our use and noe 

other, and at your leaving off the said coynage, you are to secure the houses, tooles 

and instruments as is abovesaid, taking an exact account of the pieces coyned, and 

securing them in the like manner ; you shall call to the officer of our guard for any 

assistance that may be necessary ; for doing all which this shall bee your warrant. 

Given at our court at Dublin-castle, this nineteenth day of June, 1689, and in the 

fifth year of our reign. 

By his majesty's command, 

Melford. 

A. D. B y toe King. 

1680* James R. 

A, 44^ # No. LXXV. x Whereas, for remedy of the present scarcity of money in this our 

p. 78. kingdom, and that our standing forces may be the better paid and subsisted, and 

Dr.P.col- foot our subjects of this realm may be the better enabled to pay and discharge the 

ii. p. 5.' ' taxes, excise, customs, rents, and other debts and duties, which are or shall be 

hereafter payable to us ; we have ordered a certain quantity of copper and brass 



/ 
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money to be coyned io pass currant in this our kingdom during our pleasure, in six 
penny pieces ; each piece haying of one side the effigies or figure of our head, with 
this inscription round, Jacobus n Dei gratid, and upon the other side, the stamp 
or impression of cross-scepters and a crown between J. R. with vi above, the moneth - 
wherein they are coyned below, with this inscription round, Mag. Brit. Fran. $ 
Hiber. Rex. 1689, and fringed round, each of the said pieces to be of the metal of 
copper and brass ; all which pieces of money we have thought fit, by the advice of 
our privy council, to make currant money within this our kingdom. We do 
therefore hereby publish and declare, \>y the advice aforesaid, that the said pieces of 
copper and brass coyned, or hereafter to be coyned by our said order marked and 
stampt as aforesaid, shall pass during our pleasure, as currant money amongst all 
Our subjects within our realm, and in all payments to be made either to us, or from 
us, or to or from any of our subjects within this kingdom, according to the rates 
following ; that is to say, each of the said pieces called six penny pieces, marked 
and stamped as aforesaid, to pass for six pence ; the said pieces to pass at the rates 
aforesaid in all payments, excepting the duties of customs and excise upon the im- 
portation of forreign goods into this kingdom, money left in trust or keeping with 
any person, and excepting mortgages, and debts now due by record, or by bills, 
bonds, or obligations, and that the same shall also pass currant at the rates afore- 
said, for the interest which hereafter shall fall due for such mortgages and debts due 
by records, bills, bonds, or obligations, and likewise for any of the said principal 
debts so secured where the debtor or his goods are, or shall be taken in execution 
for the same; and we do hereby strictly charge and command all and every of our 
subjects of this kingdome to take and receive in all payments to be made to them 
(excepting as aforesaid) the said pieces of money according to the rates aforesaid, 
hereby declaring that such of our subjects within this kingdom as shall refuse to re- i 
ceive the said pieces of copper and brass money at the rates aforesaid (excepting as 
aforesaid) being tendered to them for payment, shall be punished according to the 
utmost rigour of the law, as contemners of our royal prerogative and command. 
Provided always, that this our proclamation shall not be construed, to oblige any 
merchant or merchants, importing any goods into this kingdom, to receive upon the 
first sale of such goods so imported, any of the said copper or brass money : And 
whereas we have caused the said copper and brass money to be made currant money V 
for present necessity, and therefore do not intend that the same shall continue for any 
longtime. We do, by this our royal proclamation, promise and engage to all our sub- 
jects here, that as soon as the said money shall be decried and made null, that we 
shall thereupon receive from all and every our subjects within this kingdom such 
proportion of the said money as shall be, and remain in their respective hands at the 
time the same shall be so decried and made null ; and at the same time either allow 
for the same to them the value thereof, at the rates aforesaid, out of what rent, du- 
ties or debts, they respectively shall owe to us, or to make them full satisfaction for 
the same according to the rates aforesaid, in gold or silver of the currant coyne of 
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this kingdom. Given at oar. court, at Dublin-castle, the eighteenth day t£ June, 
1689, and in the fifth year of our reign. 
A. D. By the King. 

1689. » _ o ^^ 

C, O. B. James K. 

A. 44. No. LXXVI. Whereas, for .remedy of the present scarcity of money in this our 
0r 8 p col. ^ n S^ om > an d that our standing forces may be the better paid and subsisted, and 
lection,T. that our subjects of this realm may be the better enabled to pay and discharge the 
ii. p. 8» taxes, excise, customs, rents, and other debts and duties, which are or shall be 
hereafter payable to us ; we have ordered a certain quantity of copper and brass 
money to be coyned to pass currant in this our kingdom during our pleasure, in six 
penny pieces ; which several pieces we have, by our proclamation, commanded to 
pass for currant money within this kingdom. And whereas, since the date of the 
said proclamation, we have ordered a further quantity of copper and brass money 
to be coyned to pass currant in this our kingdom, during our pleasure, in twelve 
penny pieces, and half-crown pieces ; each piece of the said twelve penny pieces 
having of one side the effigies or figure of our head, with this inscription round, 
Jacobus n Dei gratid, and upon the other side, the stamp or impression of cross- 
scepters and a crown between j. n. with xn above, the month wherein they are 
coyned below, with this inscription round, Mag. Brit. Fran. $ Hiber. Rex. 1689, 
and fringed round, and each of the said half-crown pieces to be marked and stamped 
as the said twelve penny pieces, only that on the said half-crown pieces instead of xn 
shall be marked xxx. each of the pieces to be of the metal of copper and brass. 
All which pieces of money we have thought fit, by the advice of our privy-council, 
to make current money within this our kingdom. We do therefore hereby publish 
and declare, by the advice aforesaid, that the said pieces of copper and brass 
coyned, or hereafter to be coyned by our said order, marked and stamped as aforesaid, 
shall pass during our pleasure, as currant money amongst all our subjects within 
this realm, and in all payments to be made either to us or from us, or to or from 
any of our subjects within this kingdom, according to the rates following ; that is 
to say, each of the said pieces called twelve-penny pieces marked and stamped as 
aforesaid, to pass for twelve pence ; and each of the pieces of the said pieces called 
Half-crown pieces to pass for two shillings and six pence ; the said pieces to pass at 
the rates aforesaid in all payments excepting money left in trust or keeping with any 
person, and excepting mortgages, and debts now due by records, bills,, bonds, or 
obligations ; and that die same shall also pass currant at the rates aforesaid, for the 
interest which hereafter shall fall due for such mortgages and debts, due by records, 
bills, bonds or obligations, and likewise for any of the said principal debts so se- 
cured, where the debtor or his goods are, or shall be taken in execution for the same ; 
and we do hereby strictly charge and command all and every of our subjects of this 
kingdome, to take and. receive in all payments to be made to them (excepting as afore- 
said) the said several pieces of money according to the rates aforesaid, hereby de- 
claring, that such of our subjects within this kingdom as shall refuse to receive the 
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said several pieces of copper and brass money at the rates aforesaid (excepting as 
aforesaid) being tendered to them for payment shall be punished according to the ut- 
most rigour of the law, as contemners of our royal prerogative and commands. And 
we do hereby publish and declare, that if any person or persons whatsoever will pre- 
sume to counterfeit the said money, or any of the said pieces, that he or they, m 
offending, shall be proceeded against as persons guilty of high-treason ; and in case 
any person or persons whatsoever, will discover any such offender or offenders so as 
he or they be brought to condign punishment, we do hereby engage that such dis- 
coverer or discoverers shall have for their recompense the one moiety of the estate, 
real and personal, of the person or persons that shall be so found guilty of counter- 
feiting the said money -or coyne, provided the value of the said estate will amount 
to forty pounds sterling or more, and if the value of the said estate be under forty 
pounds, such discoverer or discoverers shall have for their service herein the summ 
of twenty pounds sterling. And for the better prevention of counterfeiting the sayd 
coyn, we do hereby strictly charge and command all persons whatsoever, that they or 
any of them do not presume to import into any part of this realm any of the said 
coyn, or of the said copper and brass money, under the highest penalty, forfeiture, 
or confiscation, that any law in this kingdom can allow or warrant ; and if any person 
or persons shall at any time hereafter discover the importing of the said coyn into 
this realm, we do hereby engage that such person or persons so discovering shall have 
the full moiety of all forfeitures and confiscation that shall accrew to us, by reason 
of the said importation ; and that there may be no pretence for the importing of any 
of the said coyn into this kingdom, we do hereby strictly charge and command all 
persons whatsoever that they or any of them do not presume to export any of the said 
coyn or pieces of copper and brass mony into any other country whatsoever, hereby 
declaring, that whosoever shall offend herein, shall be prosecuted according to the 
utmost rigour of the law : And whereas, by the said former proclamation for making 
the said six penny pieces currant within this kingdom, it is provided, that we shall 
not be obliged to take the said six penny pieces in the payment of the duty payable 
to us for forreign commodities imported into this kingdom ; and that the first seller 
of such forreign goods or commodities, shall not be obliged to take the said six penny 
pieces in any payment to be made to him on such sale. We do hereby revoke the 
said clauses, and that the remaining part of the said proclamation shall be and remain * 
in full force, and that the said six penny pieces shall be taken in all payments, in 
such manner and under the same exceptions as the twelve penny pieces and the said 
half crown pieces, are made currant by these presents ; and whereas we have caused 
the said copper and brass mony to be made currant mony for present necessity, and 
therefore do not intend that the same shall continue for any long time. * We do by [/ 
this our royal proclamation promise and engage to all our subjects here, that as soon 
as the said mony shall be decried and made null, that we shall thereupon receive from 
all and every our subjects within this kingdom such proportion of the said mony afs 
shall be, and remain in their respective hands at the time the same shall be so decried 
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/ and made void ; and at the same time either allow for the same to them the value 
thereof at the rates aforesaid, out of what rents, customs, excise, duties or debts, 
thej respectively shall owe to us, or make them full satisfaction for the same according 
to the rates aforesaid, in gold or silver of the currant coyne of this kingdom. Given 
at our court at our castle of Dublin, this twenty-seventh day June, 1689, and in 
the fifth year of our reign. 
A. D. By the King. 

1689. t w 

C. O. B. James K. 

A. 44. No. LXXVII. Whereas we have by former proclamations of the eighteenth and 
Jj^^^j twenty-seventh days of June last, for the reasons therein set forth'; ordained and de- 
tection^, clared, that a certain coyn made, by our order, of a certain metal mixed of copper 
ti. p. 45. an( j brass, marked and stamped as in the said proclamations is expressed, in six penny, 
twelve penny, and half crown pieces, should, during our pleasure, pass as currant 
money among all our subjects within this realm, according to the rates and values in 
the said proclamation mentioned, and in all payments to be made either to us or from 
us, or to or by any of our subjects within this kingdom, excepting mortgages, bills, 
bonds or obligations, debts due by record, and money heretofore left in trust or 
keeping with any person : And whereas it hath been represented to us, that such re- 
strictions upon the said coyn is a great hindrance to trade and industry, and to the cir- 
culation of the said money, in regard men of trade and industry cannot have credit 
without passing bonds or judgements, which since they cannot satisfy by the said 
money, they are therefore the less industrious to acquire it by the sale of any of their 
goods or merchandises, as are also the generality of all others, because when they 
have acquired any quantity thereof, they cannot thereby pay their debts, nor clear 
their estates from incumbrances ; wherefore we have thought fit, by the advice of 
our privy council, further to declare and ordain, that the aforesaid money made of 
a mixture of copper and brass as aforesaid, shall hereafter, during our pleasure, pass 
as currant money within this realm, not only in all payments in the said former pro- 
clamations mentioned., but also in all the said payments of bills, bonds, debts by re- 
cord, mortgages, and all other payments whatsoever in the said former proclamations 
excepted. And whereas this is ordered, at this time, to supply the present scarcity 
of money, and remedy the great inconveniences which would otherwise ensue, we 
// * do therefore hereby promise and declare to all our loving subjects, that as soon as the 
said money shfdl be called in, and decried, we shall thereupon not only receive from 
all our loving subjects within this kingdom such proportion thereof as shall be in 
their hands jit such time as it shall be so decried, according to the value for which 
it now passes, in satisfaction of any rents, customs, excise, debts, or duties which 
they shall owe to us ; but also where no such debts, or duties, shall not be due to us, 
we will make full satisfaction for the same, in gold or silver of the currant coyn of 
this kingdom. Given at our court at Dublin castle, the fourth day of February, 
1689, and in the fifth year of our reign. 
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James R. A. D. 

No. LXXVIII. Our will and pleasure is, that you forthwith deliver to the ^k°of 
commissioners of the mint those two brass canons now lying in the court of this orders /. 
our castle, marked, 8(c. weighing, 8Cc. and for so doeing this shall be your warrant. R ^ Aud ' 
Given at our court at Dublin-castle, this eleventh day of July, 1689, and in the Dublin, 
fifth year of our reign. P- $. 

To our trusty and wel-beloved cozen By his Majesty's command, 

and counseler Justin Lord Vis- Melfort, 

count Mount Cashel, master ge- 
neral of our ordnance. 

July the 15th, 1689 IWdenu 

The following letter was sent to all the collectors of his majesty's revenue through- p. n. 
out the whole kingdom, viz. 
Sir, 
No. LXXIX. We have great occasion for his majesty's use to procure as much 
hamered or forged copper and brass as your parts can afford, and judging, by the 
decay of trade and desolation of the country, that there may bee a great deale in 
your district or port, we desire you, by yourself and officers, to informe us pre- 
sently what quantity you % may bee able to furnish us with, and what the currant 
prices are of each. And whatever you can gett, buy at the best rates you can, 
and as soon as you have four or five hundred weight, pray send it to us the com- 
missioners of his majesty's mint, at the mint-house in Capel-street, Dublin, and 
what you pay shall bee allowed you in your accounts at the customhouse, so doing 
you'll oblige, 

Yours, S(c. 
Dublin-castle, July the 4th, 1689. ibidem. 

No. LXXX. It is his majesty's pleasure, that one six pence in the pound P- 3- 
bee given in copper for all silver money or gold that shall be brought to the 
mint, the silver being given in to the currant value and full weight, all such 
silver as come in or gold, is to be attested by two commissioners of the second 
class, or by one of them and one of the wardens. His Majesty will give his 
further orders under his hand ; in the mean time you are to proceed to take what 
money comes in. 

To the commissioners of Melfort. 

his majesty's mint. % 

By the King. A# D . 

James R. *089. 

No. LXXX I. Whereas it hath been represented unto us, that several persons j^* B# 
have lying by them considerable summs of the copper and brass money now currant p. 125. 
within this our kingdom, which they cannot dispose of to their advantage, by reason 
of the decay of trade and commerce, occasioned by the present rebellion ; we being 
desirous to give all the relief and reasonable satisfaction we can to all our loving 
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subjects, and for the future to coyn no more of the said money than shall be abso- 
lutely necessary for our service, and convenient for the welfare of our people, have 
thought fit, with the advice of our privy council, to declare, and we do hereby de- 
clare, that our will and pleasure is, that all persons shall and may be at liberty, by 
way of loan, to pay into our treasury any summs of the said money, or of any other 
money, which is, or shall be currant within this our kingdom. And we do hereby 
declare, and promise, that all such persons, their executors, administrators and 
assigns, shall upon demand be repaid the summs of money so by them respectively 
paid by way of loan out of our treasury in money currant within this our kingdom, 
at the time of making such demand ; and until payment be so made, shall likewise 
have and receive out of our said treasury, interest, at the rate of six pounds for 
each hundred pounds by the year, to be paid at the end of every six months. And 

' we do hereby require, and authorize our receiver, or receivers general for the time 
being, to accept of all summs of money as shall be from time to time brought in, or 
tendred to him or them, pursuant to this our declaration, provided no one summ so 
tendred be less than one hundred pounds, and to give receipts for the same, expressing 
the summ so paid in, by way of loan, the name of the person who payeth the same, 
and the time of payment, and to get such receipts enter' d and signed by the secre- 
tary of the lords commissioners of our treasury and the accomptant general of our 
revenue, and likewise, without further warrant from us, to repay the respective 
summs so lent or payd in, and the interest thereof in manner aforesaid without any 
delay, fees or deductions whatsoever. And whereas for the better incouragement of 
such persons as shall advance their mony pursuant to this our declaration, we are 
graciously pleaded that they may be secured the payment of their principal and in- 
terest mony upon our crown rents and quit-rents of this our kingdom, and in regard 
it may be chargeable to the persons concerned to take out letters pattents for the same, 

" we do further declare and promise, that we will forthwith by letters pattents under 
our great seal of this our kingdom in due forme of law, grant and convey unto the 
lprds commissioners of our treasury, all our crown rents and quit rents of this our 
kingdom, in trust for all such persons for the due payment of their principal and in- 
terest mony as aforesaid, and will further authorize and cause our said lords com- 
missioners, or any three or more of them in execution of such trust, to assigne over 
or secure unto such persons respectively for their security, a competent proportion of 
the said crown-rents and quit-rents ; and we do hereby declare and promise, that in 
ease any such persons shall judge it necessary to have our further grant and confir- 
mation thereof to them and their heires respectively, we will, at the request of every 
such person, grant and confirm the same by letters pattents to be passed under our 
great seal of this our kingdom according to the true intent and meaning of these pre- 
sents. Given at our court at Dublin-castle, the twenty-eighth day of February, 
1689, and in the sixth year of our reign. 
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By the King. A. IX 



1690. 
C. O. B. 

No. LXXXII. Whereas by our former declaration of the twenty-eighth day a. 44. p. 
of February last, we did for the reasons therein mentioned, publish and declare, that ls7 » 
all persons should be at liberty, by way of loane, to pay into <mr treasury, any 
summ or summs of copper and brass money, or other currant money in this our 
kingdom , and that all persons should upon demand be repaid the summs of mo- 
ney so by them respectively lent out of our treasury in money currant within this our 
kingdom, at the time of making such demand, and untill payment so made should 
receive interest out of our treasury according to six per cent, for every hundred 
pounds by the year, and that the principal and interest should be secured upon our 
crown-rents, and quit-rents, as by the said declaration, (relation being thereunto 
had) may more at large appear : And whereas the interest of money lent in this our 
kingdom is generally payd according to ten pounds for the forbearance of every 
hundred pounds yearly, and we being desirous that such of our subjects as will pay 
any summ or summs of money into our treasury, by way of loane, should have as 
much profit thereby as they may have by lending the same to any of our subjects ; 
have thought fit, by the advice of our privy council, to declare, and we do hereby 
publish and declare, that such person or persons as shall bring any money into our 
treasury, by way of loane, shall be allowed and paid interest for the same according 
to ten pounds yearly for the forbearance of every hundred pounds during the time 
the same shall remain unpaid, and that the principal and interest shall be secured to 
the person or persons so lending any summ or summs of money, at his or their elec- 
tion, either upon our crown-rents and quit-rents, as by our said former declaration 
is directed, or upon lands, mortgages, or incumbrances belonging unto us. Given 
at our court at Dublin-castle, the ninth day of June, 1690, and in the sixth year 
of our reign. 

James R. * i^ 

No. LXXXIII, Our will and pleasure is, that you cause to be coyaed for our 1689. 
use severall pieces of coyne of two sorts to pass currant in this our kingdom of ^°. ok of 
Ireland ; the one about the biggness of a shilling to be made of white mix'd mettall R . p . 41* 
haveing of one side the effigies or figure of our head, with this inscription round Aud.offip, 
about it, Jacobus udus Dei gratiS, and on the other side haveing a piece of princes 
mettall fix'd in the middle with the stamp or impression of the harpe and erowne 
and this inscription round about it, Mag. Bri. Fra. et Hib. Rex, with the year of 
our lord ; which piece is to pass for a penny ; and the other piece about the biggness 
of a six pence to be made of the like mettall and stampt of both sides, in like man- 
ner, and with the inscription aforesaid, and to pass for a half-penny, hereby giveing 
you full power and authority to coyne the said two pieces from time to time till fur* 
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tber order. Given at our court at Dublin castle, the first day of March, 1689, 
. and in the sixth year of our raigne. 

To our trusty and well-beloved By his majesty's command, 

the commissioners of our mint Rich. Nagle. 

A. D. By the King, 

looo. James R. 

A. 44?" ^°- LXXXIV. Whereas for remedy of the present scarcity of pence and half- 
p. 134. pence in this our kingdom, we have ordered a certain quantity of mixed money to 
Dr.P-col- ^ coyned to pass currant in this our realm, dureing our pleasure, in penny pieces 
H. p. 53. * and half penny pieces ; each piece of the said penny pieces about the bigness of one 
shilling, having of one side the effigies or figure of our head, with this inscription 
round, Jacobus secundus Dei gratid; and upon the other side, having a piece of 
prince's metal fixed in the middle, with the stamp or impression of the harp and 
crown, and this inscription ronnd, Mag. Br. Fra. et Hib. Hex, with the year of our 
Lord, and each of the said half peony pieces about the bigness of a six-pence to be 
marked and stamped as the said penny pieces, the said pieces to be of white mixed 
metal : all which pieces of money we have thought fit, by the advice of our privy " 
council, to make currant money within this our kingdom. We do therefore hereby 
'publish and declare, by the advice aforesaid, that the said pieces of white mixed 
metal coyned, or hereafter to be coyned by our said order marked and stamped as 
aforesaid, shall pass during our pleasure, as currant money amongst all our subjects 
within this our realm, and in all payments whatsoever to be made either to us, or 
from, us, or to or from any of our subjects within this kingdom, according to the 
rates following ; that is to say, each of the said pieces called penny pieces, marked 
and stamped as aforesaid, to pass for one penny, ajod each of the said pieces, called 
half-penny pieces, to pass for a half-penny, the said pieces to pass at the rates afore- 
said in all payments, whatsoever : And we do, hereby, strictly charge and command 
, all and every of our subjects of this kingdom, to take and receive in all payments to 
be made to them, the said several pieces of money according to the rates aforesaid, 
hereby declaring that such of our subjects within this kingdom, as shall refuser 
to receive the said several pieces of mixed money at the rates aforesaid, being 
tendered to them for payment, shall be punished according to the utmost ri- 
gour of the law as contemners of our royal prerogative and command : And whereas 
we have caused the said mixed money to be made currant for present necessity, and 
therefore we do not intend that the same shall continue for any long time ; we do by 
this our royal proclamation promise and engage to all our subjects here, that as 
soon as the said money shall be decried and made null,, that we shall thereupon re- 
ceive from all and every of our subjects within this kingdom such proportion of the 
said money as shall be and remain in their respective hands, at the time the same shall 
be so decried and made void, and at the same time either allow for the same to them 
the value thereof at the rates aforesaid, out of what rents, duties, or debts they 
respectively shall owe unto us, or make them full satisfaction fyr the same 
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according to the rates aforesaid, in gold or silver of the currant coyn of this king- 
dom. Given at our court at Dublin-castle, the twenty-eighth day of March, 1690, A. D. 
and. in the sixth year of our reign. c * q°q 

By the King. A. 44. 

James R. P- 1S4 - 

No. LXXXV, Whereas for remedy of the present scarcity of money in this our 
kingdom, and that our standing forces may be the better paid, and our subjects of 
this realm the better enabled to pay and discharge the taxes, excise, customs, rents, 
and other debts and duties w hich are or shall be hereafter payable to us, we have or- 
dered a certain quantity of white mixed metal to be coyned in crown-pieces, each 
piece of the said crown-pieces having on the one side our effigies or figure on horse* 
back, with this inscription round, Joe. h. Dei gra. Mag. Bri. Fra. $ Hib. Rex; 
and on the other side having a piece of prince's metal fixed in the middle, with the 
stamp or impression of the crown surrounded with the arms of England, Scotland, 
France and Ireland, with this inscription round, Christo victore triumpho, anno 
Don*. 1690 ; and round about the edge of each such piece having this inscription, 
Melioris tessera fati, anno regnt sexto : All which pieces of money so coyned, we 
have thought fit, by the advice of our privy council, to make current money within 
this our kingdom. We do therefore hereby publish and declare, by the advice 
aforesaid, that the said pieces of white mixed metal coyned or hereafter to be coyned 
by our said order, marked and stamped as aforesaid, to pass for five shillings in all 
payments whatsoever. And we do hereby strictly charge and command all and every 
of our subjects of this kingdom, to take and receive in all payments to be made to 
them, the said several pieces of money according to the rate aforesaid ; hereby de- 
claring, that such of our subjects within this kingdom, as shall refuse to receive the 
said several pieces of money according to the said rate, being tendered to them for 
payment, shall be punished according to the utmost rigour of the law, as contem- 
ners of our royal prerogative and command. And we do hereby further publish 
and declare, that if any person or persons whatsoever will presume to counterfeit 
the said money, or any of the said pieces, that he or they so offending, shall be pro- 
ceeded against as guilty of high treason. And in case any person or persons what- 
soever will discover any such offender or offenders, so as he or they be brought to 
condign punishment, we do hereby engage, that such discoverer or discoverers shall 
have for a recommence, at his or their election, either the summ of twenty pounds 
sterling for their service herein, or the one moiety of the estate, real and personal, of fc 
the person or persons that shall be found guilty of counterfeiting the said money or 
coyn : And for the better prevention of counterfeiting the said coyn, we do hereby 
strictly charge and command all persons whatsoever, that they or any of them, do not 
presume either to import, into any part of this realm, or export into any other country' 
whatsoever any of the said coyn or money of white mixed metal under the highest' 
penalty, forfeiture, or confiscation, that any law in this kingdom can warrant or 
allow : , And if any person or persons shall, at any time hereafter, discover the 
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importing of any of the said coyn into this realm, or the etporting thereof into any 
other country,, we do hereby engage that such person or persons so discovering, shall 
have the full moyety of all forfeiture and confiscation that shall accrew unto us, by 
reason of such importation or exportation. And whereas we have thought fit, for 
publick convenience, to reduce the twelve penny pieces and half-crown pieces of 
copper and brass money hereafter to be coyned to a lesser weight than formerly, 
without any alteration of the impressions or superscriptions, and yet the said pieces 
to continue at the same value, that the like pieces passed at hitherto, we do hereby 
publish and declare, by the advice aforesaid, that the said twelve penny pieces, and 
half-crown pieces hereafter to be coyned, shall pass at the same value with the like 
pieces of copper and brass money formerly coyned, though not of equal weight. 
And whereas we have caused the said several sorts of coyn of copper and brass, and 
white mixed metal, to be made current money for present necessity, and therefor e do 
not intend that the same shall continue for any long time ; we do by this our royal 
proclamation promise and engage to all our loving subjects here, that as soon as the 
J said money shall be decried and made null, we shall thereupon receive from all and 
every of our subjects within this kingdom such proportion of the said money as shall 
be and remain in their respective hands, at the time the same shall be decried and made 
void, and at the same time either allow to them the value thereof, at the rates afore- 
said, out of what rents, customs, excise, debts or duties, they respectively shall owe 
to us, or make them full satisfaction for the same according to the said rates, in gold 
or silver of the currant coyn of this kingdom. Given at our court at Dublin-castle,, 
the twenty- first day of April, 1690. 

By the King. 
A. D. James R. 

C. <XB. ^°* LXJLXVI. Whereas we have for weighty reasons,, with the advice of our 
A. 44. privy council, thought fit to call in all the half-crown pieces of copper and brass 
*: **°- money, which appear by the stamp upon them to have been coyned within this, our 
lection,^ kingdom, before the month of May last, yet so as our loving subjects, who have 
u. p. 6% g UC h money in their haipb, may thereby suffer no loss, but receive other current 
money in exchange thereof from the commissioners of our mint ; out will and plea* 
sure is, and we do hereby, with the advice aforesaid, order and deckire, that no half- 
crown of copper and brass money, which lath been coyned before the said month of 
May, shall pass or be current money in any payment within the city or county of 
the city of Dublin, from or after the last day of this present month of June, nor 
in any other part of the province of Lanster after the fifteenth day of July next, 
nor in any other part of this our kingdom after the last day of July aforesaid ; and* 
our further will and pleasure is, and we do hereby strictly charge and command the 
commissioners of our mint in our cities of Dublin and limerick, to receive and ex- 
change all such half-crown pieces as shall within the time aforesaid be brought into 
them, by paying to the persons that shall bring in the same, the like sumrn of other 
cucrent money, and that without any delay or deduction whatsoever ; and for the 
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of such persons as live in places far distant from the said cities of Dublin and Li- 
merick, and have but small summs of the said money in their hands, we do require 
the several collectors and receivers of our revenue to exchange in like manner all 
such half-crowns as shall within the time aforesaid be brought into them ; and in 
case they have not money enough of ours in their hands to pay in exchange thereof, 
to give assignments for the same upon our receivers generals, who are hereby 
required to make present payment upon such assignments. Given at our court 
at the castle of Dublin, the fifteenth day of June, 1690, and in (he sixth year of 
our reign. 

By the King. A. D. 

James R. COB 

No. LXXXVIL Whereas for the more speedy supply of money to defray our A. 44. 
present great and necessary expences, we have ordered a quantity of copper and jjl* 1 i°* 
brass to be coyned into crown pieces, each piece having on the one side our effigies iection,r. 
or figure on horseback, with this inscription round, Jac. ii Dei gra. Mag. Bri. "• P* **• 
Fra. $ Hib. Rex, and on the other side the arms of England, Scotland, France and 
Ireland, with a crown in the middle and this inscription round, Christo victore tri- 
umpho, 1690, our will and pleasure is, and we do hereby, with the advice of our 
privy council, order and declare, that the said pieces of copper and brass so coyned 
or to be coyned by our said order mark'd and stamp* d as aforesaid, shall, during our 
pleasure, pass as currant and lawfull money amongst all our subjects within this 
realme of Ireland, and likewise in all payments to be made to us, or from us, or to 
or from any of our subjects within this kingdom, according to the rates following, 
that is to say, each of the said pieces to pass for five shillings in all payments what- 
soever, hereby strictly charging and commanding all our subjects within this our 
kingdom, to take and receive the said pieces, at the rate aforesaid, in all payments 
to be made to them, and forbidding all persons whatsoever to counterfeit the same, 
upon pain of being proceeded against as persons guilty of high treason. And we \/ 
do by this our royal proclamation promise and engage, that whensoever the said mo- 
ney shall be decried or called in, we shall thereupon receive from all persons such 
proportion thereof as shall then remain in their hands, and at the same time either 
allow them the value thereof, according to the rates aforesaid, out of what rents, 
duties, or other debts they shall respectively owe unto us ; »or make them full 
satisfaction for the same according to the said rates, in coyne then currant in this 
our kingdom. 

Given at our court at our castle of Dublin, the fifteenth day of June, 1690, and 
in the fifth year of our reign. 

By the King. c . a B 

James R. A. 44. . 

No. LXXXVIII. Whereas we are informed that several covetous persons, who Jj^p 1 " ■ 
have a greater regard for their own private interest, than for the publick good, have iection,r. 

ii. p. 65. 
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given of late intolerable rates for gold and silver, and continue their sinister prac- 
tices, to the great disparagement of the brass and copper money now current in this 
our kingdom ; for prevention whereof, we have thought fit, by the advice of our 
privy council, to charge and command, and we do hereby strictly charge and com- 
mand all our subjects of what rank and condition soever, within this our kingdom, 
that they or any of them do not hereafter presume, upon pain of death, to give any 
higher or greater rate, for any Pistole or French Lewis of gold, than thirty shillings 
in brass or copper money, and so in proportion for any other piece of French or 
Spanish gold ; nor for any piece called a Guinea-piece of gold more than thirty- 
eight shillings of brass or copper money, and so in proportion for any other piece 
of English gold ; nor for any crown-piece of silver more than seven shillings and 
* six pence of brass or copper money, and so in proportion for any. other piece of 
silver. And we do hereby further publish and declare, that whosoever shall discover 
any person or persons that shall offend against this our ordinance, he shall upon 
making out the same have for his reward and to his own use, all the gold and silver 
so by him made out to have been sold or exchanged, bj any person or persons what- 
soever, above the rates herein prescribed, and contrary to this our royal proclamation. 
And we further strictly charge and command all our judges, justices, magistrates, 
justices of the peace, all sheriffs and other our officers both civil and military, to take 
particular care that the parsons who shall transgress in the matters aforesaid, be brought 
to condign punishment, as they and every of them shall answer the contrary at their 
peril. Given at our court, at our castle of Dublin, the fifteenth day of June, 1690, 
and in the sixth year of our reign. 

1080. Sir, Limerick, January the 4th 1669. 

B ° ok of No. LXXXIX. Last Tuesday the carriages parted from hence with six thousand 

Ra And. * h* hundred weight of gunn mettle, six hundred a quarter and two pounds of fine 

office, pewter, and a thousand weight of Steele, they will be eleven or twelve days a goeing 

26 ia " because the roads are very deep. — The pewter cost ten pence per pound and Steele 

six pence. You may expect very soone a farther supply of mettle for I have made 

an agreement with two eminent dealers from Corke who have five or six thousand 

weight of copper and brass which they are to send here. I must have an order from 

the lords of the treasury, for sending it to your mint ; there are foure or five broken 

bells in the country, which I can have if you send an order for seizing them for the 

king's use; there is an useless cannon at Gallway, and one or two at Kingsaile ; I 

forgot to send you some of our coyne as you desired, by the next occasion I will not 

faile ; I cannot buy fine pewter now under eleven or twelve pence the pound, for they 

say that you give fourteen or fifteen pence in Dublin, the rates for carriage from 

hence to Dublin is eight shillings the hundred weight. I rest your humble servant. 

To John Trindar, Esq. Wat. Plunkett. 
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*. v ; r Wtferfrrd, December the 10th, W89 Ibidem. 

No. XC. tandjtoubyThduiag.€ta 
tnd battery underwritten ; }rou. were pleased to order niy buying of pewter, upon which 
I desired to know what I must give, to which I had no answer. I likewise advised 
that I had a parcell of new and ould pewter bclofighg to absentees, and desired to 
know if you would have it sent, $c. 

I am, 
To 4he ehiefc rtmmiss toners of . your honours most humble servant, 

hfemgcfltiesfltiiyt. Gre. Rice. 

Athlone, Febriiary the 9th 1689. . Ibidsok 

No. XCL This day the mettall was weighed (" 35 $*». by numb, a* p. 33. 
tip bottom Hf this letter") and delivered to the carmen mentioned in the last 
letter, there is five hundred weight of Ike last gun they could not carry, and some 
tup** thai I have bought, and some hrasa belonging to absentees, which will be here 
ina few days and shall be sent by the first cam that I can procure. 

lam, your honour '8 most humble servant. 
To ^honourable J. Trindar, Esq; Chr. Nicholson. 

chief* commissioner of his n^jesties 
. mint* 

By the Lords Justices and Council. A. IX 

Charles Porter. The Coningeeby. c*o°*B 

No. XCII. Whereas their majesties, by their royal proclamation, dated at their* ^ 44/ 



camp, by Dublin, the tenth of July, 1690, in the second year of their majesties p. 174. * 
reign, for reasons therein mentteped, did think fit to reduce certain coyns of brass, "^ 45m p * 
copper. and mixt metal, which , formerly were used in this kingdom, and imposed Dr.P.coU 
upon the people at vast rates, beyond and above the intrinsick value, to the several jfc*""*^* 
rates in the said proclamation mentioned,' and did ordain that the said coyns and c. O. B. 
pieces should be deemed and taken as current moneys in all payments at the several A - *•• 
rates therein contained. Now forasmuch as it is found by experience, that the 
Irish who are in rebellion against their majesties, and have in their possession the 
whole or the ftr greater part of the said coin, do begin by secret and cunning ways 
to bring in the said coin into those parts of this kingdom under their majesties obe- 
4ieaee, wherewith they or their Agents not only fiirnish their majesties enemies with 
divers goods, pi#vistons and commodities, lor supplying their wants and necessities, 
wfeich tbqy could not any other ways obtain but by this means, will bring such vast 
quantities of the said coin amongst their majesties good subjects, as in the end will 
turn to their majesties greet dHotage. We therefore taking the premisses into our 
consideration, for providing a remedy against this growing evill, have thought fit 
hereby to order, publish and declare, that fr6m and after die six and twentieth day 
of this inrtaftt February, fconeofjthe/toid pieces or coyns in the said proclamation 
mentioned, shall bo currant, &r usedin any payments between any persons whatsoever ; 
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bor shall any of their mattes feting snorts Vt <fr*|miWFto take or receive Hie 
MM *» momy afc^iiy ratetirprk* whatam*4r. Gi^ ht<*hfc,&)tu)d^^ 
UDrt^ tb*twaq<$r- third «f ft&hnHy, 169Q, and in the tibitd jeat «f the* to^ 

jdrim* reign. 
Ibidem^ . . By the King and ^xis *mt dxceltent magestie*. 

45- p. «. William R. 

k A. 40. No. XCIII. Having taken into owr Consideration the great oppressions and 
abusfas committed by mm enemies in iiro our kingdom etf irehiad, by ctynhig tad 
making current bihss money of copper or mixt metal, and raising tte itattite tibfreof 
to an extravagant height, flmndby to enable thcrfi lb cmdinofe the war against us, and 
tfr impoverish oiir idvibg subjeetfe iiovr smd kingdom : We hav*4sberef<ir4 thought 
it nfecerimsytfrpiit step thereto* arid to tfce end that such part oF the said Wpptifrfer 
mist nfatal money* which remafc* in the hand* of our said rakgacti, may bet fee 
wholly lott, behave thought fit to raddce the former talne of the said ttppetmr*. 
ney, to the value or standard of the like copper money formerly mnrttmt in this ofafr 
kingdom, and accerdihgly Ve do Hereby -mil «nd require all our subjects, within 
our mid kingdom of Ireland, to take and receive all suchcoppef or mirtmtiUttdtey, 
lately coined in the mint erected in our city of Doblm> ^tttesevwairandt^^ttive 
valuations following, and that the same do pass currant in exchange of mohty, and 
for all manner of goods and prbvitiens wh*te4evdr> ifad ahall be received by all the 
officers and collectors of our customs, excise, or other branches of our iwmftife ac- 
cordingly, viz. ■ * '..*'■;/./ 
: Thfc large Half-crown of coppfer mojlty > together with the Crown ptoeSj <of #ke 
! metal and weight, lately stamp'd, Shall paa at ote petty aterting* 
j Hie tnfeall Half-crown of cbpper, lately staiapM, shall pass at th*e6 ¥*- 
I things. 

! The large hopper shilling shall J>ass ht a halfpenny sterling 
\ The small Shitting, lately «tamped, end Six»penbes «haH frm» ettcfc at-oneft^-, 

And our will mid pleasure is> that all mack pewjter ffcnee, arhavefcettt lftfefy><*>yned 
mtfe said mint* *hall pass fisr halfpence, and alftfce Hatftftontfe of *th* like ftitttil, 
stamped in the said m^ shallpam ( cnrtt^felr£mtlHng8w .' ' ■ - 

Which several sorts of cdyn shall, be deeded as <4n*iit rtotfeyv** fbe>fefe* 
befttfemontiooed, in all ptyihtkt* whatsoever within *h»MHftfriUngd<mi. 45fam 
at our camp by Dublin, this ttatfc day of JMy, 1690, -in «he dfeMMfr y& *of *«r 
'reign, i . . > 

A.D. By the tord lituieaant and K^tauxt ^ = 

Dr.P.col- %d»)r» •• •• * 

lection^. No. XCIV. -Whereas by imremd frsedhumrtibw bmctoflfc puMtehtedijp Q& 
"•*• 10S reign* of the late kingv Charles and Jam* the *e<wmd, befbt* W»*b«fe^oB;iAotP 
of their present m sj e st i o s, cqrtam tjmn and wppm<4id&iMiM^^ 
been declared currant to pass in dealings between his majesties subjects according to 



Jho te n or of suoh prodsmatienn, tad whereas *e th^ said l#wl Lieutenant Jw« pw- 
apast to afHtnmr taerved unto us, in and by Qeifetn tetters patent* w4ff tiw g«*t 
aaatof ibis kingdom made m the miff* of the hte king Chi* b*4he wood* ordered 
and directed tie penons interested in the said letters patent* to fcausp tfce efiigifft of 
their majesties hauls stamped in copper, on the one side, and op the other side the 
stamp or impress of an harpe crowned with this inscription*, Carplm $m**4u* Dei 
gratid Mag. Brit. Franc. ^Hib. Rex. GaHeifmts & Mqrta fid grottd Mag. RrU. 
Fran. $ HA. MexiCMegtna, round before and on the reverts side of «Jl the copper 
fcalf-peqcennd farthings which they shall hereafter make or issue, pursweot to the 
{power to themderiuad under the said letters patents. And whereas pertain person? 
either ill-affected to tjieir majesties government, or mislead by fi^ne^s a^riWKWr^ 
do sofiise to receive thetyton and copper half -peqce and farthings* a* well those for- 
merly authorized, m$ these kitty .made as aforesaid, to the gneet hindrance of ftpfe 
and commerce, and hazard of the Ikes of multitudes of poor persons, who haw 
no other money either fbr change or to hoy necessaries far their families : Forprer 
mention thereof, and to undeoei*aail their majesties subjects who basre been imposed 
upon by designing men to believe without any ground thai the said several half- 
pence and farthings of tynn and copper, as well those formerly as lately autfeoriaod, 
or any of them, ought not to pate currant it payment in this kingdom as formerly 
they have and ought to do : we have thought fit to publish aod declare, thai oeither > 

the said eoppar or tynn half ^ncc or farthing* haw been or arp/by pptlV* wdho- 
ritydaory'd or jdiseUewtt, but that they and owssry of thp* ongbt to pass c^rra^t j* 
paymeniinfuch manner as formerly and of late, by fertile <tf ft* *»J(t Mfer* par 
tents and p i a al a pnt i o^ they did and. ougbt^pim WittwiPllgdoiP. QwooottilF 
coiupii^dmiaher in ^ 14H& . 

fiy tfie i#fd Deputy and Cowcil A D 

Wo XGV Whsfams tfcei*^ ennat in this kh&om, bo* of grid M* f Uwr, C A °^ 
buvcof fe*^ by maeca of the groat rise *f the va^e tlwwf » «t^ psrt^, taeop. 355. 
carried awrey yiy 00 aasyyal qn ani i tia s, that it is nyoifest, ualw ww ^h^ «^ ^J 5 - 
ne^y be prorided; th i s .kin gdom will he .soon «o dreyoed of ihepa th*t tbeno wW not a. 46. 
aoamip aufficaenlto nfny on Ae aaceaaaiy commerce at tome, jouph tafs to fttaw^e 
aay^mderahioad, ifffciohmust not oa*jr lessen his jaqorti«s revenue, bvt uopoifvish 
ttiakpgdnm* 4^ 

a^dnitoercnmititJii this htogdrffc <wi)l fa*tho>motf effectual means to pgevoit tie 
afispeaaad miaehasfs ; and the samo hairing been represented to his nun* egreHent «** 
Jesty^ ^tohaAheeng^tacimialytpleas^by^ 

uatheLocdiDepsriyyto take ithe^pfemi a» into Aur serious.oonsidqmtioa and iwftihe 
admce of (the aouaeal hereto do Aeranas we shall find most qpediant foriht gnod 

• X'2' 
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of his majesties people of this kingdom. We having iMturdy lcOoftdend thereof, 
do publish and declare by ibis our proclamation, that thto several seats of fbraigu 
coynes hereafter Mentioned now currant in this kingdom, shall from henceforth pass 
and be accepted in all payments and receipts as well to and from his majesty as 
otherwise howsoever, as currant money within this kingdom, at and afijer the re- 
spective rates hereafter mentioned, as fully and freely as if the same weee sterling 
money of and in England, viz. See page 65. 

And in case any of the aforesaid pieces of gold or silver shall Want of the re- 
spective weights herein mentioned, then allowance is to be given of two peqcefor 
each grain so wanting in any piece of the kinds of gold aforesaid respectively, and 
three halfpence for each half-penny weight so wanting in any piece of the kinds of 
silver aforesaid respectively and so proportionably, tjgc. And it is hereby declared, 
that the weights now in use in this kingdom, by vertue of a proclamation issued in 
•the time of the governement of Richard Earl of Arran, lord: deputy of Ireland, 
bearing date the sixth day of June, in the year of our Load, 1683, and no other shall 
continue to be used* lor the weighing of all the several sorts of coynes aboveiM*- 
tioned as formerly. Given at the council-chamber, in Dublin, the ts*enty«-niath of 
May, 1696. 
*jjk By the Lords Justices and Council. 

C. O. B. Winchtttet. Oallway. .:.-.. 

A * *4- No. XCVI. Whereas great quantities of copper pieces, coined in the likeness 
Dr.P.col- of the half-pence, currant by proclamation, have of late teen imported into the nor*- 
fectkra,T. thern and other parts of this kingdom outof Scotland, and from other- paste beyond 
C P Q^g' the seas; and whereas information is given us, that very great quantities of nnek 
A. 45. pieces, far exceeding the whole quantity of half-pence coined in Una kingdom, lye 
P A 1 48 now rea< ty *° s^ 6 **! parts of Scotland to be imported hither ; so as it is justly sus- 
a! 47. pected that the same have been coined, and counterfeited beyond the sets, ihd are 
sent to drain the silver now - currant, and remaining' here, in exchange for su£h ceun- 
. terfeit and base money, which hath also in a great measure already happtabd in the 
, r T northern parts of this kingdom, where little other coin/ save enebnopper mdhey, as 
is now currant, or to be seen. For prevention therefore >df the saidmnqfasifty we 
have thought fit, by this our proclamation, to prehtUk .the ofopoctatsoibof any sock 
counterfeit, or false money ; and to declan, that all persons diat.bhattiai^Ds^y he 
concerned in or assisting to the importation, of the - stone shall' beftoceedMagbinst* 
according to the utmost strictness and severity of the law! And to the tend -Jthatife* 
ceitfbt importers of such* counterfeit money may be , proceeded against; nndv-pif* 
nishod according to law, we do hereby will 4rid ratpiife all his majdsfyis jutf c&taf 
the peace, mayors, and other magistrates of ieorppnitions,' and atho allJcndtomeia> 
collectors, surveyors, and other officers *>f hit majesty'* revehtiefroni time. to4inie$ 
to seize and secure all quantities of half-pence, or pieces made to the likeness of 
half-pence, that shall hereafter be knpftrWmito 4hi* kingdom? amFthe-sameiitito 
his majesty's custom-house or some other place, to put and keep/atid tfr'giVfe 
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J?iM«edia^dcoounUbeniof, by letter to the clerk of the Council, to the end it may 
-be.put in a way of examination, whether the same be counterfeit or not : and the 
.s*n)eh»viag sened, to detain till fUriher order, and also to commit to prison the 
. person br persons importing such base money, unless they shall find good and suf- 
ficient security to appear at the nefct assize*, Jo be held for the county where such 
importation shall be, and there to answer what shall be objected against them on 
his majesty's behalf, for importing counterfeit pieces to the likeness of the currant 
.half-pence of this kingdom, with intent to utter the same in deceit of his majesty 
and his liege people. Given at the council-chamber in Dublin, the thirteenth day 
of August, 1697. 

By the Lords Justices and Council. A D 

Winchester. Gallway. \itnl 

No. XCVII Whereas gitat quantities of false counterfeit money, made to the J^JjU 
likeness of the good and legal gold and silver coyn, currant in this kingdom, have office, 
been imported into, or made, and counterfeited in the same; and such counterfeit J^f 001 * 
coin, is ordinarily parsed in payment to poor and unskilful persons, to the great pre- u. p . 21 » 
judice of this realm ; For the better prevention, and remedy of the same, for the c - °« B - 
future, we have .thought' fit to issue this our proclamation, requiring and eras- A ] 47] 
fnandiqg all judges, justices of peace, and other officers of justice, duly and 
strictly to put the laws .of . force in this kingdom against coiners, add utterers of false 
money, in execution. And whereas much c*f the false money is uttered by several 
persons, yh* bmy Up the same as false and counterfeit at lower rates than the intrin- 
sic^ value of the metal, whereof such counterfeit coin is made, yet afterwards pass 
andpey away the same us good and lawfull money; and when the same is discovered 
to be false and counterfeit, the said persons do usually shelter themselves under a 
pretence of being ignorant that the *4mfe was counterfeit: To the end such persons 
may w heceafter be without excuae, and as much of the said counterfeit money, as is 
powil^ may be utterly defaced, so as never to be again past .in payment, We do 
hereby strictty require, and , command, that no person, orpersons, do hereafter buy 
<or sell any false ot counter felt money in this kingdom, untill the same shall be cut an 
the; middle, of so defacedand broken that the same may not pass again as coin, or be 
paid < way toftny.ptpwn, whatsoever, but may remain in the hands of the buyer as 
jtftBun&iwrtaLiiilyi and 4ot bear the shape, likeness, or figure of any money legally 
^rrfyjt in.tlpa iftalra, under, pain of being prosecuted and punished as Contemners 
4f , ihi* ?pr p*pcburation, aadenetpies to the pub lick wellfare of the kingdom, ac- 
jc^rdipg tp tha sfrj cines*, and utmost severity of the law. Given at the council- 
^u^j^^JPablVb. the tenth day of December, 1697. 

... i r By the Lord* Justices and Council. , ^ g ?; 

: , ; \Wimfafo. . Oallway. c. o. t 'b. 

No. XCVIII. Whereas many and great inconveniencies have* happen' d to his A [A 5 ' 
majesty's subjects of this kingdotn, by the difference of weights that have been of a. 46, 47. 
late made use of, for the weighing of such foreign coin as is currant here, and Dr.P.col- 

00 lection,T. 
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that several weights for the weighing touch coin a» aft*esaid, have ben tmskillfirfty 
made/ sold, and uttered by John Cothbert of the <% of Dublin (who mw for- 
merly appointed one of the persons to make the same) to the g*e*t pr$adiefe of Ma 
majesty's good subjects ; and we being desirous to remedy a mischief so prejudicial 
to the trade and traffick of thifc kingdom, have tbought Bt Ity thk oar proclaraatkm : 
and we do hereby declare, that we have removed and discharged the Mod John 
Cuthbert and Henry Paris from making, adjusting or selling any money-wights, and 
have directed all the money weights that are necessary for the said coin, to be ex- 
actly made by Vincent Kidder of Dublin goldsmith, according to the ataadaid lately 
made in his majesty's mint in the tower in London, and sent to us by the right ho- 
nourable the lords commissioners of his majesty's treasniy in England, each weight 
to be stamped with the number of the penny weights it bears, on one side, and the 
king' s arms on the other side, where the same are to be had at reasonable Tates, not 
exceeding fifteen pence for all the weights, being eight in number, *fe. for thednc- 
catoon, balf-duccatoon, for the whole plate and Peru pieces, and half, and quarter 
-pieces thereof, a two pony weight, a penny weight, an half penny weight, which 
are all that will be necessary for weighing the several sorts ef the said coin, that do 
*ow commonly pass in this kingdom. And for preventing any deoek hereafter, we 
have ordered one of the said standards for all sorts of theeaid weights, to be lodged 
with the clerk of the council, another with the chief baron of his nasally 's Court 
of Exchequer, and a third with the receiver general *f fek majesty vevemieia Oris 
kingdom, by whom the same are to be left in succession wfth fthe vest -suceeetfag 
«krk of the council, chief baron, and receiver general, to theead that all differ- 
ences that shall happen about any weight Ibr money, may thereby beeitbpr determined 
w prevented. And incase any person, or pereom, shall either pay ^r receive any 
money by *ny other weights, than snohaa shall be agreeable to the aaid standard, 
they are to be proceeded against and punished according to law as keepers and users 
of false and unlawful weights. And we do hereby strictly charge and command, 
that no parson (except the said Vincent Kidder^ do presume to make; adjust, -or 
*ell any of the money weights to be wed in this kingdom for the futare, apon^paki 
of being proceeded against with the uftmeat severity. And we4o hertby^etilaie, 
*hat all the aforesaid coin being standing weight are to <petfs, and<thet eny jntthetifa 
not weighing down the scale in the weighing thereof, is«et to be •any eaueefbr 
refusal thereof, -as also, that any pevsen receiving, any money -rihatl receive by 
what side of the scale he pleases, tf he uses those **f the payer, «tid If houses 
Ilia own, thai be is to receive by which side the payer shall think 4t to di- 
rect, and we do hereby require all Us majesty's ocfltaotora and r eceive rs efwy 
of his revenue in this kingdom, and all ether 'his 'majesty's subjects to observe 
and obey the same. Given at the council-chamber id ©oblin, <hc twefrty-first 
day *f February, I69fr. 
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% the Xotrdi Jufttiees and Council a.d. 

Winchester. GaUway. c! ofk 

Ne. XGIX. Whtrbas <«fe have received information that several corners of conn- A. 45. 
terfeit money, are lately fled from England and other parte, and are come into this*^ i& *\ 
kingdom, where they have again tft up and exercise the tame wicked course aadp. aao. 
practice, and have of lAte made and counterfeited great quantities of the several Dr-P-eeL 
coins current in this realm, and such counterfeit money have been uttered and deU-^p ^ 
vtaed in payment by dtors persons who were privy to the coining thereof, and well C O. B. 
knew the same to be false afad counterfeit ; which offence in counterfeiting auch cur- ^ ^ 
r^nt coin is by Ike hrivs and statutes of this realm high-treason, and the uttering and 
delivering the same in payment misprision of treason : We the Lords Justices and 
Council being willing to ptevent tht mischief which may arise to this realm from 
the spreading and increase of such fake and counterfeit money, and to the intent 
that all such offendersmay be brought to condign punishment, have thought fit by 
this our proclamation strictly to charge and require ; and we do hereby charge and 
require ill justices of the peace> sheriffs, and all other officers, within the several 
counties of this realm, and all mayors, bayliffs, and other officers within the several 
cities and towns corporate thereof, that they and every of than within their lespec- 
tiro limits do use their utmost endeavours to discover and apprehend, or cause to be 
apprehended all such offender*, and that they commit such of them as shall be so 
apprehended to the respective goals of the respective county, city, or place, where 
they shall be w taken, and where they may be safely kept, that they may be pro- 
ceeded against for such their offences, with the utmolt severity of law. And to the 
intent that particular care may be taken, in the prosecution of such offenders : We 
do hereby, farther charge and require the said justices of the peace, sheriffs, mayors, 
baylsfis, and' other officers, aforesaid, and every of them, that when any such offen- 
der shall be apprehended, they send notice thereof to the secretary of us the Lords 
Justices of this realm, as soon after the same, as it can conveniently be done; to~ 
gdbar with an account of the tzaminslions, or other evidence against such person. 
Andrfinr the encouragement of all sudi as shall discover any such coiner or counter* 
feittrof money, which shall thereupon be taken and convict of such offence; wedo 
hereby yiwniaet unto every jsueh discoverer, the summ of ten pounds, for each per* 
Mftftfrdisoovexcd and. convict, which we will order to be paid unto him, on his pro* 
ducsng a eartiffiejnteof /sochdiscoveiy and conviction, from the judge or judges/ 
bc&rewhom such offender was toyed and convict. And do further promise, that if 
such .discowtryisball be raid*, by any person, who hath been guilty of the said offence, 
or been aid^K>ras9Sting therein, or m uttering any such counterfeit money, such 
peMon making. such discovery, shall not only receive the aforesaid reward of. ten 
pounds for such his discovery, but shall also be pardoned for all offences of coining, 
or litter uigsuich fake m<?jiey, or of being aiding or assisting therein, by him or her 
cefclnittad before sufch discovery made. Given at the council-chamber in Dublin, 
thetwnty-tfcrdday.oflVlay.l&QS. 
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A. D. By the Lords Justices and Councils 

c!a 1# B. Narciggus Dublin. Drogheda. Mount-Alexander; 
A. 48. # No. C. Whereas his majesty hath been graciously please* by his royal- letters to 
Driioi. m thc Lords Jurtice8 ' bearing date at Jlanipton-court, the nineteenth day of May, 
lection,?, one thousand seven hundred and one, to signify his royal will and pleasure, that we* 
a p. U6. should forthwith cause a proclamation to be issued, for the reducing the several 
species of foreign coin herein aftermeirtioned, to the rates herein after set forth, 
so as the same may pass at those rates accordingly. We the Lords Justices and 
Council in obedience to his majesty's said command do publish and declare by 
this our proclamation, that the several sorts of foreign coins hereafter mentioned, 
now current in this kingdom, shall from and after Friday the sixth day of this pre- 
sent month of June, pass and be accepted in all payments and receipts, as well to 
and from his majesty as otherwise howsoever, as fcurrent money within this kingdom, 
at and under the respective rates hereafter mentioned and none other, that is to say ; 
Seepage 67. 

And in case any of the aforesaid pieces of gold or silver, shall Want of the re* 
spective weights herein beforementioned, then allowance is to be given of two pence 
for each grain so wanting in any piece of the kinds of gold aforesaid respectively, 
and three half pence for each half penny weight so wanting in any piece of the 
kinds of silver aforesaid respectively, and so proportionably for every greater want 
of weight in. the said pieces, Xc. Given at the council-chamber in Dublin, this 
, second day of June, 1701 . 
A. D. By the Lords Justices and Council. 

C. O. B. Narcissus Armach. R. Freeman, C. 

A. 48. No. CI. For. the more effectual inforcing the several proclamations formerly is* 
P; 1 ^ 4 ^ sued in this kingdom, to regulate the weight and currency of foreign coyns now' 
lection,T. current therein, and to prevent the abuses practised in receipts and payments thereof ; 
fcp«4*i-we the Lords. Justices and Council, have thought fit by this our proclamation, to 
publish and declare, that the several sorts of foreign coyns now current in this king- 
dom, shall (notwithstanding they shall want of the respective weights at whkhthe 
same are current by proclamations now in force) be allowed, and pass in all payments 
as well to and from her majesty, as otherwise howsoever, the persob paying the same, 
making an allowance 4>f two pence for each grain wanting in any piece of foreign 
gold, and of three half pence for each half penny weight wanting in any piece of 
foreign silver coyn current in this kingdom. And in case such defect of weight 
shall be supplyed in manner as aforesaid ; then, and in such case, every piece so de- 
fective of weight, and that defect of weight so supplyed, or allowed for as is afote-' 
said, is to be from henceforth allowed and to pass in all payments as well to as from 
her majesty as otherwise howsoever, as currant money as aforesaid. And to prevent 
deceits and abuses too frequently practiced in the weighing of such coyns, we do 
farther publish and declare, that all foreign coyns of gold or silver now ctarttent by 
vertue of any proclamation of force in this kingdom, being standing weight, jue to 
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pass, and are to be received and paid at the rates in such proclamation* mentioned 
and ascertained ; and that any such coyns not weighing down {he scales, or not 
breaking or turning the beam in weighing thereof, is not to be any cause for the re- 
fusal thereof; but the same is to be received in payment at the same rates as if the 
same broke down the scale in weighing the same. And if any persons shall hereafter 
act contrary to this our proclamation, they shall be prosecuted against as contemners 
of her majesty's prerogative and authority, with the utmost rigour that is by law to 
be inflicted on such offenders/ Given at the council-chamber in Dublin, the nine- 
teenth day of August, 1708. 

By the Lords Justices and Council. A. p. 

Con. Phipps, Cane. Jo. Tuam. ^i«. 

No. CII. Whereas upon the humble representation of the Lords Justices and a. 49. 
Council of this kingdom to her majesty, that the original proclamation under the p. 22. 
great seal, which gave currency to several foreign coyns in this kingdom, was de- 
stroyed by the late fire ; so that the clerk of the council cannot make out such a cer- 
tificate thereof as is requited by a late act of parliament for the better conviction of 
persons who shall counterfeit the same, and that there are several foreign coins here 
which, have not been made currant, nor the values thereof ascertained by any former 
proclamation. Her most excellent majesty out of her royal care of this her king- 
dom ; and that all her majesty's subjects may know the value of such foreign coins, 
and for preventing the counterfeiting thereof, hath been graciously pleased by her 
order ip council, in Great-Britain, bearing date at her court at Kensington, the 
seventeenth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and twelve, to order, that the 
several species of foreign gold and silver of the . weight and values hereafter men- 
tioned, should pass in payment within this kingdom, at the several rates herein re- 
spectively specified ; and that a proclamation should be issued to that effect. We the 
Lords Justices and Council, in obedience to her majesty's said order, do publish 
and declare by this our proclamation, that the several sorts and species of foreign 
gold and silver coyns herein aftermentioned, shall from and after the twelfth day of 
August next, pass and be accepted in all receipts and payments as well to and from 
her mqjesty as otherwise howsoever, as currant money within this kingdom, at the 
several rates herein respectively specified, and none other, that is to say, & . 
page 68. 

And in case any of the aforesaid pieces of gold or silver shall want of the re-* 
qpective weights herein mentioned, then allowance is to be given of two pence for 
each grain so wanting in any piece of the kinds of gold aforesaid respectively, and 
three halfpence for each half penny weight so wanting in any piece of the kinds of 
silver aforesaid respectively, and so proportionably for every greater want of weight 
in the said pieces, tfc. Given at the council-chamber in Dublin, the thirtieth day 
of July, 1712. 

Y 
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A. D. By the Lords Justices and Council. 

c 1 q 4 ' b The Armagh. v Con. Phipps, Cane. 

A. 49. No. CHI. Whereas her majesty has been graciously pleased by her order to 

?* *** signifie her royal pleasure, that we should forthwith cause a proclamation to be is- 
sued for making the new species of French coin herein after mentioned current in 
this kingdom, at the several rates herein set forth, so as the same may pass in pay- 
ments at those rates. We the Lords Justices and Council, in obedience to her ma- 
jesty's said commands, do publish and declare, by this our proclamation, that the 
several new species of French coins herein after mentioned be from henceforth current 
in this kingdom 3 and that the same shall for the future pass and be accepted in all 
payments and receipts as well to and from her majesty as otherwise howsoever, as 
current money within this kingdom, at and under the respective rates hereafter men- 
tioned, ' and none other, that is to say, See page 69. • 

And in case any of the aforesaid pieces of gold or silver shall want of the respective 
weights herein before mentioned, then allowance is to be given of two pence for each 
grain so wanting in any piece of the kinds of gold aforesaid respectively, and three 
half pence for each half penny weight so wanting in any piece of the kinds of silver 
aforesaid respectively, &c. Given at the council-chamber in Dublin, the 'twenty- 
fourth day of July, 1714. 
A. D. By the Lords Justices and Council. 

C l 8 *B WiH - Dub,in ' Wm.Conolly. 

A. 50. N°* CIV. Whereas by proclamation bearing date the thirtieth day of July one 

p. 123. thousand seven hundred and twelve, the then lords justices and Council of this 
7 0> * kingdom, in obedience to her late majesty's orders, did publish and declare, that 
several sorts and species of foreign gold coins herein after mentioned, should from 
x and after the twelfth day of August next (after the date of the said proclamation) 
pass and be accepted in all receipts and payments, as well to and from her majesty as 
otherwise howsoever, as current money within this kingdom, at the several rates 
herein respectively specified and none other, that is to say, See page 68. And in case 
any of the aforesaid pieces of gold should want of the respective weights herein be- 
fore mentioned, then allowance to be given of two pence for each grain so wanting 
a in any piece of the kinds of gold aforesaid respectively, $c. Jind whereas by one 
other proclamation bearing date the twenty^ fourth day of July, one thousand seven 
hundred and fourteen, the then lords justices' and council of this kingdom did' in 
obedience to her late majesty's commands, publish and declare, that the several new 
species of French coyns herein aftermentioned should be from thenceforth current 
in this kingdom, and that the same should for the future pass and be accepted in all 
payments and receipts as well to and from her majesty as otherwise howsoever as cur- 
rent money within this kingdom, at and under the respective rates herein after men- 
tioned, and none other, that is to say ; See page 69. And in case any of the afore- 
said pieces of gold should want of the respective weights herein before mentioned. 
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then allowance to be given of two pence for each grain so wanting in any piece of 
the kinds of gold aforesaid respectively, Xc. Given at the council-chamber in 
Dublin, the fifth day of May. 1718. 

To the King's most excellent Majesty. 
The humble address of the Lords spiritual and temporal of Ireland, in parliament 

assembled. 
May it please your most sacred Majesty, 

No. CV. We the Lords spiritual and temporal in parliament assembled, aire un- 
der the utmost concern to find that our duty to your Majesty and our country, indis- 
pensibly calls upon us to acquaint your Majesty with the ill consequences, which 
will follow from a patent for coining Half-pence and Farthings to be utter'd in this 
kingdom, obtained under the great seal of Great Britain, by one William Wood, 
in a clandestine and unprecedented manner, and by a gross misrepresentation of the 
state of this kingdom.— We are most humbly of opinion, that the diminution of 
your Majesty's revenue, the ruin of our trade, and the impoverishing of your peo- 
ple, must unavoidably attend this undertaking ; and we beg leave to observe to your 
Majesty, that from the most exact enquiries and computations we have been able to 
make, it appears to us, that the gain to William Wood will be excessive, and the 
loss to this kingdom, by circulating this base coin, greater than this poor country 
is able to bear. — With the greatest submission and deference to your Majesty's wisdom, 
we .beg we may offer it as our humble opinion, that the reserving the coining of 
Half-pence and Farthings to the crown, and the not trusting it with any private 
person, body politick or corporate, will always be for your Majesty's service, and 
the good of your people in this kingdom. 

In confidence, Sir, of your paternal care of the welfare of this country, we be- 
seech your Majesty, that you will be pleased to extend that goodness and compassion 
to us, which has so eminently shew'd itself to all your other subjects, who have the 
happiness to live under your protection and government ; and that you will give such 
directions as may effectually free us from the terrible. apprehensions we labour under 
from the patent granted to William Wood. 

By the Lord Lieutenant and Council. a. D. 

Carteret. 1725. % 

No. CVl. Whereas his majesty has been graciously pleased to signifie his royal j^ ^ 
pleasure, that we should forthwith cause a proclamation to be issued for making the p. 179. 
new gold coyn of Portugal hereinafter mentioned current in this kingdom at the se- 
veral rates herein set forth, so as the same may pass in payments at those rates : We 
the Lord Lieutenant and Council in obedience to his majesties sai$ commands, do 
publish and declare by this our proclamation, that the several new pieces of gold coin 
of Portugal herein after mentioned, be from henceforth current in this kingdom, and 
that the same shall for the future pass and be accepted in all payments and receipts, 
as well to and from his majesty as otherwise howsoever, as current money within this 
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kingdom, at and under the respective rates hereafter mentioned, and none other, thai 
is to say; See page 71. 

And in case any of the aforesaid pieces of gold coin shall want of the respective 
weights herein before me n tione d , then allowance is to be given of two pence for each 
grain so wanting in any piece of the kinds of gold aforesaid respectively, 8Cc. Given 
at the council-chamber, in Dublin, the twenty-second day of January, 1725. 
A '® 9 By the Lords Justices and Council. 

C. O. B. Hu. Armach. Wyndham, C. Hen. Boyle. 

A. 5% No. CVII. Whereas the Lords Justices and Privy-council of this kingdom, in 
p " order to remedy the inconveniencies and difficulties which affect the trade, and par- 

ticularly, the linen manufactures of this kingdom, and his majesty's revenues here, 
occasioned by the want of good copper money ; applied to his grace Lionel Duke 
of Dorset, late lord lieutenant general, and general governor of this kingdom, to 
lay the same before his majesty, and obtain his royal licence for coyuing fifty tuns of 
copper at his majesty's mint of London, under the regulations herein after men- 
tioned. And whereas his majesty, to answer the said proposals made by the Lords 
Justices and Privy-council of this kingdom, with the concurrence of the said lord 
lieutenant general, and general governor of Ireland, and for remedying the said in- 
conveniencies, has bee'n most graciously pleased to direct, that a proper agent should 
be appointed to contract for fifty tuns of copper, to be delivered to the master of 
his majesty's mint in his tower of London to be coined for the service of this king- 
dom ; and also to authorize and command the master of his mint in his said tower 
of London, to receive from such person or persons, as his majesty's lieutenant ge- 
neral, and general governor, or lords justices of this kingdom, or any authorized 
by them or either of them, shall contract with for that purpose, fine copper, which 
when heated red-hot, will spread thin under the hammer without cracking, and out 
6f the same to coin fifty tuns, or such greater quantity, as shall be necessary for 
this kingdom, one sixth in farthings, and five sixths in Half-pence, of such size, 
that fifty and two half pence, or hundred and four farthings, may make a pound 
weight avoirdupois, excepting only such errors by accident, not by design, as may 
happen by the unequal size of the bars, . not exceeding the thirtieth part of a pound 
weight ; and that his majesty's effigies, with the inscription, Georgiub ii. rex. be 
stamped on one side of each piece, and the Irish harp crowned on the other side, 
and over it the inscription, hi hernia, and under it the date of the year, with di- 
rections that the moniers of his majesty's said mint should not distribute any of the 
said money, before the same be duely assayed. And whereas his majesty has been 
also graciously pleased to direct, that the costs of the said fifty tuns of copper, and 
all charges attending the coining, and the transmitting the said half-pence and far- 
things, when coined, into this kingdom, should be paid by his majesty's vice- 
treasurer, receiver general and pay-master of this kingdom, his or their deputy for 
the time being ; and that whatever proffit shall arise from the said copper coinage, 
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(after all necessary expences about it defrayed) shall go into the ptafelkfc wflmie at 
large of this kingdom, to be employed as any part of the puHick revenue unap* 
propriated, is employed*. And whereas there have been former copper coinages 
for this kingdom, under the patents of his majesty's royal predecessors, which 
copper money, is now currant in this kingdom ; his majesty has been also gra- 
ciously pleased, in order to continue the currency of such copper money coined un- 
der those patents, together with such copper money as shall be coined for the ser- 
vice of this kingdom, in his majesty's tower of London, to signify his will and 
pleasure, that his lord lieutenant, deputy, or other chief governor of governors, 
for the time being, should give the necessary directions to the commissioners of his 
majesty's revenues in this kinjgdom, to order the several collectors to receive such 
copper money as has been coined under the said patents, or shall be coined for the 
service of this kingdom, in his majesty's tower of London indifferently, and with- 
out any preference of the one sort to the other, in discbarge of what shall become 
due to his majesty : provided that no more be received in any one payment made to 
them, than twelve of those half-pence, or six-pence ; and that if by those payments, 
the said collector or any of them, shall have a redundancy of those half-penee, that 
the said collectors shall, and may pay to the respective officers of his majesty's 
army in this kingdom, or to such person as shall tender an Exchequer acquitance 
to the said collectors, for payment of his majesty's said army, any sum of the said 
half-pence, not exceeding five pounds in every hundred pounds, and so in proportion 
for a greater or lesser sum, and the like quantity to the officers of his majesty's re- 
venue, who shall receive their salaries, from the said respective collectors. And 
his majesty has been further pleased to signify his pleasure, that his said vice- 
treasurer, and receiver-general, and paymaster-general, or his or their deputy, do issue 
out of his majesty's treasury in this kingdom, such new coined copper, or old cop- 
per money, as they shall receive, to such as are willing to take the same. And 
whereas their Excellencies the Lords Justices of this kingdom have, in obedience to 
his majesty's commands, given the necessary directions to the commissioners of his 
majesty's revenue here, for receiving and paying the said copper money ; and to the 
deputy vice-treasurer of this kingdom for issuing the same : We therefore the Lords 
Justices and Council, do, by this our proclamation, publish and declare his ma- 
jesty's most gracious intentions for the service of this kingdom. And to prevent 
further imposition upon the traders and poor manufacturers of this kingdom, by the 
uttering of false and base brass money, commonly called Raps, we do hereby de- 
clare, that if any person or persons shall presume to make, vend, or utter any half- 
pence, or farthings, or other pieces of brass, copper, or other base metal, other 
than the copper money coined under the patents of his majesty's royal predecessor*, 
and now current in this kingdom, and such copper money as is or shall be coined in his 
majesty's tower of London, for the service of this kingdom, or shall offer to coun- 
terfeit any of the said half-pence or farthings, such person or persons shall be pro^ 
secuted, for such their offences, with the utmost severity of the law, to deter others 
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from committing the like crimes. Given at the council-chamber, in Dublin, the 
sixth day of May, 1737. 
A. D. 5y the IfOrd* Justices and Council. 

C. O. B. Hu. Araacb. Wyndham, C. Hen. Boyle. 

- No.. CVIII. Whereas his majesty has been pleased to signify his royal pleasure, 
that a proclamation should iqsue for regulating the gold coins current in this king- 
dom, and for that purpose his majesty's order in coupcil, bearing date at his court 
at Hampton-court the twenty-first day of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-seven* has been transmitted to us, setting forth, that whereas the Lord Lieu- 
tenant and Cauncilof this kingdom, have represented to his. Majesty* thai; there is 
at present a great scarcity of silver coin in this kingdom, occasioned by persons 
being tempted to carry it out of this kingdom to make an advantage thereof ; and 
that the greatest part of the gold coin current here, is in the two larger pieces of 
Portugal gold, one of which passing for four pounds, and the other for forty 
shillings, great incoAveniencies and difficulties daily arise in obtaining change for 
the same ; and that there being a disproportion between the value of the said large 
pieces and the lesser pieces of foreign gold coin, to the advantage of the larger, 
the same has occasioned likewise a scarcity of the lesser pieces of gold coin, by means 
whereof great distress has been brought upon the trade, and particularly the linen 
manufacture of this kingdom ; and also upon his majesty's forces here : and therefore 
humbly prayed, that the gold coin, both English and foreign, current here, might 
berated at the quantity of English silver they usually pass for in England, with an 
allowance of some small advantage to the lesser pieces. And whereas the Lords 
commissioners of bis majesty's treasury (to whom his Majesty thought proper to re- 
fer the consideration of the said representation) have reported to his Majesty in coun- 
cil, that they had taken the opinion of the late master-worker, and the rest of the 
principal officers of, his Majesty's mint thereupon, who proposed that a reduction 
should be made in the value of the gold coins current in this kingdom, at least as 
low as they are in Great-Britain ; and the disproportion between the larger and the 
lesser pieces should be rectified ; which said proposal, being agreed to by the said 
Lords commissioners of the treasury, and approved of by his Majesty in council, 
his Majesty has been graciously pleased, by his said order in council to order, that 
the following pieces of gold current in this kingdom, do pass in payment within this 
kingdom at the rates herein after respectively specified, and that a proclamation 
should be issued to that effect. We therefore the Lords Justices and Council, in 
obedience to his majesty's said order, do by this our proclamation publish and de- 
clare, that the several pieces of gold coin herein after mentioned, shall from and after 
the tenth day of September next pass and be accepted in all receipts and payments, as 
well to and from his Majesty as otherwise howsoever, as current money within this 
kingdom, at the several rates herein after respectively specified, and none other, that 
ja to say ; See page 74. 
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And if any of the aforesaid pieces of 'fbteigtf g&ld shfcll want of the respective 
weights herein before mentioned, then allowance is to be grten of two pence for each 
grain, one penny for half u grain, and one half-periny for one quarter of a grain, so 
wanting in any piece of the said foreign gold coins, and* 80 prftportionably for every"; 
greater want of weight in the said pieces ;' and in Case fciich defect of weight as afore* > 
said, shall be supplied in manner aforesaid, then and in such case every piece so de- 
fective in the weight as aforesaid, and that defect of weight so supplied as aforesaid; 
is to be henceforth allowed, and to pass as current money as aforesaid. ffc. .Given 
at the council-chamber, in Dublih, the tenth of September, 1737. 

The following ordinance came too late to be printed in its place. 

• » 

Ordinatio magni consilii de recipiendo aurum ad standardum ponderis. 

No. CIX. Cum Dominus Rex consilium suum magnum coram venerabili Patre A D * 
Edwardo episcopo Midensi, deputato Edwardi comitis Marchie & Ultoniae, locum XurBirm. 
tenentis Domini Regi9 terrae suae Hibernie in crastino aniraarum, anno regni sui se- an.sHen. 
cundo teneri ordinavit, cui vero venerabili Patri, nee non dominis spiritualibus & ^dorso. 
temporalibus communes terrae predicts ad idem consilium per brevia regia ad con- 
cordandum & consentiendumelecti coram prefato venerabili Patre comparantes eisdem 
supplicarunt, ut cum rumor maximus per totam terram de falso auro contrafacto 
tonso & loto habeatur, quft occasione omnes & singuli mercatores cum eorum mer- 
candizis ad terram predictam venire se retrahent. Et etiara quam plurime varia- 
tiones & discordie inter ligeos Domini Regis terras predicts in diversis pacationibus 
in dies incipiunt oriri & pejus oriuntur, nisi remedium hujusmodi dampnis & pre- 
judiciis citius apponatur. Super quo auctoritate consilii prsdicti pro majore tran- 
quillitate & quiete gentium & reipublice terras praedictae, & ad evitanda dampna & 
incommoda que terrae predicts ratione auri tonsi, loti, contrafacti in efidem terrfi 
absque pondere usitato possint de facili evenire, -de assensu dicti deputati, ac domi- 
norum spiritualium & temporalium ad specialem rogatum communium in eodem 
consilio existentium, ordinatum est & concordatum, quod nobilis, obolus & quadrans 
auri (auro contrafacto excepto) secundum hujusmodi auri pondus & valorem per 
ligeos Domini Regis,, ac alias gentes ad eandem terram confluentes, capiantur & re- 
cipiantur per pondus universaliter & persolvantur : & quod unum standardum pon- 
deris dicti auri standardo in Regno Anglie usitatum concordans sit ; & in thesaurarift 
Domini Regis in custodifi thesaurarii & camerariorum scaecarii Hiberniae, qui aut 
sunt, vel per tempus erunt de cetero remaneat ; & quod quilibet vice-comes, major, 
ballivus; seneschallus, superior & propositus per totam terram predictam ad eorum 
prosecutionem habeant pondera dicto standardo recte concordantia. Et insuper quod 
quilibet ligeus Domini Regis terrae predicts habeat cursum ad ea standarda in quo- 
libet loco ; ubi assistant, ad pondera dicti standardi, quoties sibi placuerint, facienda. 
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Et etiara quod Mgfei Domini Regit ejusdem terras, ite Indigent $ Alittmgepfe ad 
eaodem terrain confluences^ kojustqodi aurum, licet toiisum, seu lotum fuerit, per 
pondu*, secundum yaloran $ pondns ejusdem, absque contradictione percipiant in 
fitturum. St quod nullus hujusmodi aurum contra ordiqationem pnedictam re- 
fute*, aut rfecipefe recused. Sub poenft quadraginta solidorum de bonis $ catallis 
suit ad opus Domini Regis solvendorum ; & quod corpus ejusdem de promissis de- 
lutqiraiti* gaote Domini Regis comraittetur, in eftdero raoraturum, quousque Do* 
mino Regi mtatyttoflem & finem inde facial 
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The Half, (and Quarter in proportion) 
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The Ducat of Poland 

The Ducat of Transit vania .......... 

The Sequin or Zacheen of Venice 

The old Italian Pistole 

Double Ducats of Genoa 

Single Duc$ts of Genoa, Besanson, and) 

# Euiflk.l.'. *.<-»-.,..; $ 

Pistole of Home, Milan, Venice, Flo- 
rence; S4voy, Genpa, Orange, Tre- 
voux, Bdsanson . M 

The Barba jy Ducat, with Arabict fet- 
ters on b+th sides, Without effgies or 
escutcheon • ; ♦ . . ? j ............. . . 

The new Portugal pidce current in Ire- 
land fortes. 10rf. J. . ............ j J 

The other pjarts in proportion, I 



0i 
0£ 



w a 13 -m« ^ 



w 
w 



• » 

* 
B 

. * 

B 
B 

• * 

B 

« 

B 
B 

W 

f 

B- 



9 

v 1 



H 

0£ 
0$ 
0/0$ 

0$ 

12 

1 2 

T2 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
1 2 

Hi, 

04 

1 2 



Weight 

dwt. grs.' 



4, 
2 



4 



1 2 



w 0$ 



*M 



w 0$ 



I 






2 
4 8 
8 16 
17 8 
6 23 
3 11 
L17| 

2' 4 

2 
2 5£ 

4 io* 

2 5* 
2 & 
2 5^ 

5 
11 



2 
2 

4' 
4 



2 5£ 



4 6 



2 16$ 



9 4 



Val. Engl, 
i. d. pts. 



33 

67 

27 

13 

6 

9 

9 

9 

9 

18 

9 

9 

9 
9 

9 

9 

9 

16 

18 






Vtl. Irish. 
s. d. pts. 



16 9' 3318 2 1 

8 4 66 9 1 5 

19 11 9821 7 97 



9 11 9910 
16 9 3218 
6 6436 
1 2872 
9^9 
6 514 

as T. 



3 6W 



3 26 
3 26 
3 26 



5 28119 U 71, 



2 64 

3 26 

3 26 

3 26 

2 11 

1 11 
5 55 



7 4618 



6 51 



16 6 



9 3 58 



35 7 788 



10 
10 
10 



9 99 

2 1 
4 2 
8 4 

3 11 
7 55 
3 78 
O W 
53 
53, 
53 



9 11 85 
10 53 
10 53 
10 53 

9 11 m 

9 10 20 



10 



20 



3 

1 



4 
9 
6 



9 3 2510 &S 



17 10 51 



10 88- 



6 591 



'!• • 



'» 



Ai 



: «/ 



*.' 



\l > 



*»r 



>1 



-r- 






m 



tvitssmx- 



As the Portuguese are not very exact as to the weight of their coins, the tryal of 
this last piece was taken on an avarage. , ;lt$ weight bj proclamation is settled here at 
nine penny-weight five grains one fourth. 
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The ASSAYS, $c. 



Assay 

dirt. 



The Ducaton of Cologne .,„.....;..•«,. 
Hie Rix-doU*r, or pattgon »f Cologne . ,. 
The Rix-dolUr, or p atagou of liege . • . , 

The Rix-dollar of TVJeotz , 

The Rix-dollar of F|nwk£ort . . , , 

The Rix^doilar of Nuremberg « • , 

The old Ri*-dollar jof I^unepa^erg . . . . , 

The old Rix-dollar if Hanover , 

Tb dotftleQuldeftrfttaelector of Hunorer 
T^ G»)dtn of tfe* ejector <tf Hanover, 

flprpkpe of two thirds t .«* ..,,.♦.. .. 
Thp tfolf-gulden pf the. .elector of> 

Hanover, or piece of one third y 

2>»G«bfei*fth4diJke of 3ell, or piece 

4rf ltgutq-rgrorii . • ♦ . 4 . ; . . p 

The Gulden pf H*ld<pbeim, ' or pitge o» 
; $4 *Mnea~£rofh, now raised to 26*. 5 

iThe Rix-doflftr of Magdeburgh ,, 

The Gulden or Guilder of Magdeburgli . 
The old Rix-doll*r of the .elector of) 

Brandenburgh • •...'••,.,. ^ > 

The old Gulden of Braodenb^ujgh, now) 

raised from 24 to £6 manen-£rosh . . > 
The Gulden pf Bf*nfleqb(ungii, or pieced 

of two thirds 5 
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piece of one third . . . . 
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The Rix-dollar of Leopold I. 'emperor J. 

The Rix -dollar of Ferdinand lill 

Tbe Rix-dolkir of Ferdinand archduke! 
of Austria .....*..;.. ) 

The RU-doliar of Bazil 

The Rix-dollarof Zqrick 

The old Ducat of Venice, with the) 
word*, Ducatus Ven&as upon it .... > 

The H*lf-ducat 

Another Venetian coin »•••••••••••••• 

The piece of two Jules 

Th$ Ducat of Naples, or piece of 5 Ta- 
rins or 10 Carlins •. 

The Half-ducat . . , . 

The Tariiv, or fifth part of the ducat . . . • 

The Carlin, or tenth part .,,.•••*•••.« 

TheTestooofRome, or piece of 3 Julios • ♦ 

Hie Ducat of Florence and Leghorn, 
or piece of 7 lires 

The Piaster or crown of Ferdinand II. 
duke of Tuscany 

The Piaster or crown of Cosmo III. 
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SUPPLEMENT 



TO 



MR. SIMONS ESSAY 



ON 



IRISH COINS. 



3INCE the publication of Mr. Simon's work on the monies of the Kingdom of 
Ireland, which was in the Year 1749, several coins of that country have occurred 
to us, not mentioned by that ingenious author, therefore highly probable were never 
seen by him, these we have put together in two plates, to which are joined another of 
Mr. Duanes, of their most ancient coins, which coins he purchased together with 
the plate, and has been so kind as to give us the liberty of using it upon this 
occasion. 

Of this ancient sort, are also those in our first plate from Numb. 1, to Numb. 11, No. i. to 
inclusive,, many of which have strait strokes instead of letters, and those few which N< * **» 
have had letters are obliterated ; the only observation we shall make on them, is the P ' 
barbarous and rude manner in which they have attempted to copy the Saxon and 
English coins of that age, thus the reverses of % Numb. 7 and 9, are after Numb. No, 7 9. 
6 and 11, (a) of the conqueror, as is the head of Numb. 10 after Numb. 7 of the Na - ia > 
same prince, (b) and Numb. 11 an helmeted one of Numb. 13 of Henry the first. 1K 
(c)- Among Mr. Duanes, Numb. 16 is an uncouth copy of thetanopy Conqueror 

(a) View of silrer Coin, PL l. (b) Ibid. (c) Ibid. 
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Numb. 6, (d) also Numb. 22 in the same Plate, and Numb. 31, Plate II. in Simon, 
are after Numb.' 11. of Rufus, (e) and the reverse of Numb .32 in the same plate 
of Simon like Numb. 12 of the Conqueror. 

If we except the pieces of Sithric and a few more, none of these ancient coins 
which have inscriptions on them are now understood, although there are many 
very fair and the letters distinct, but badly formed, yet no word is to be made 
from them that will help us to the name of the King, moneyer, or place of min- 
tage ; a curious enquirer who shall hereafter attempt to decypher them, will find 
great assistance in having a number of them together, to consider and compare 
with each other, and we know of no cabinet so proper for such a purpose as that 
of Mr. Duane. 
No. 12. What has been said in regard to the above-mentioned pieces may be applied to 
Numb. 12, as we have seen many, the letters of whose inscriptions have been fair, 
and plainly different from each other, yet do not discover where or by whom struck, 
nor do we know whether Irish or not, only that they are sometimes found both in 
Ireland and the Isle of Man. 
Edw. I. We have met with two sorts of farthings of Edward the first, viz. Numb. 13, 
No is 14 s * ruc k a * Waterford, and Numb. 14 struck at Dublin, neither of which Mr. 
No. 15. Simon had seen, to which we have added the halfpenny Numb. 15, struck at 

Waterford. 
Hen. VI. King Henry the sixth in his 38th year, being the last before his deposition, caused 
N 58 ie a S 10 ** t° ^ e sfrtKk; having on one side a crown without any inscription, and on the 
reverse the cross and pellets, with the name of the City round it, viz. ci vitas dub- 
linie, of these Simon has given us two, viz. Numb. 61, Plate III. and Numb. 71, 
Plate IV. Immediately after which in the same year, a penny of this sort was. or- 
dered to be coined, which it is probable Simon never saw, as he has not engraved it, 
however we have been so fortunate as to discover one in the collection of Irish coins 
in the British Museum, viz. Numb. 26, exactly like the groat, and weighing nine 
grains and a half or about the quarter of it. 
Edw. IV. Edward the fourth in his first year ordered an halfpenny and farthing to be struck, 
J^ 60- with the same type as the groat and penny above-mentioned, viz. a crown, but neither 
6f them have reached our days that we know of. In his third year, a groat, two- 
4 pence, and penny were ordered to be struck, which on one side was to have a 

crown as before, but round it was now to be added his name and titles, viz. on 
the groat, Edwabdus dei gratia dominus hibern. on the reverse was to be the cross 
and pellets, and round them civitas Dublinie, and round another circle posoi deum 
adiuto. meu. as appears on Numb. 17, which is a groat of this coinage, but do not 
remember ever seeing the two-pence and penny. Mr. Bartlet has one of these groats, 
weighing forty grains, and Mr. Hodsall another. 

In the seventh year of this king we are told there was to be coined a piece called a 
double (i. e. gross or groat) as being to run current at that value, but to be of the same 

(d) View of sil?er Coin, PL J. (e) Ibid. (f) Ibid. 
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weight as the last, and to have on its obverse like that, a crown with Edward di. 7. Edw. 
gra. dominus hibernie, but on its reverse was to be a rose and sun, there was also 1V.1467. 
to be the half, quarter, and eighth of it, not one of either of which sorts we have 
ever jet met with. 

We have just observed a coinage recorded, no pieces whereof now remain, we now No. id, 
come to one of which we have no other notice but from the pieces themselves, but 
which however are very rare, such are Numb. 18 and Numb. 19, on their reverse we 
see a small cross within a rose of five leaves, and on the reverse the same small rose in 
the center of a sun of sixteen rays; round the rose on Numb. 19, is Edwardus dei 
gra. dominus hire, and on the reverse civitas dublinie and posui deu adiutore 
meu. that round Numb. 18, is clipped and obliterated; but had his titles abridged 
and only the name of the city. , 

The same circumstance attends Numb. 20, 21, and 22, as the last two, that is tio No. 20, 
mention have been found of such a coinage, they have all on one side the head of the **» **• 
king ; and on the other a large sun of fifteen rays, viz. a small rose in the center, fills 
the area. The largest or groat is inscribed Edwardus dei gra. hybern. on the two 
smaller, it is more contracted, and on the reverse of all three civitas dubline divided 
by small roses, these pieces are all very rare, especially the penny and groat, which 
latter we think Mr. Simon had never seen. Mr. Dummer has a very fine one, 
weighing forty-one grains and a half, and we have one which weighs forty-seven 
grains, the penny and two-pence are in the collection of Mr. Hollis, the former 
weighing eleven grains and a half, and the latter twenty-two grains. 

We would here just observe, that Mr. Simon in page 25, having described the 
coinage of the 7th year of this prince; viz. as having on their obverse a crown 
and on their reverse a sun, in the next page says, he has the groat of this coinage, 
but inconsistent with himself, describes it as having on its obverse the king's 
head, and not a crown, and refers to Numb. 72, Plate IV. which engraving 
likewise by some mistake or other, is as big again nearly as his piece, which was 
only a two-pence like Numb. 21, and weighed but twenty-two grains, again the 
penny he had, which he also refers to the same coinage, has a rose on its obverse 
(not a crown), as appears by Numb. 115, Plate VI. and like our Numb. 18, 
and belonging therefore to a different coinage from that of his seventh year ; and that 
last described. 

At the first sight of the head side of Numb. 25, it strikes us as an English penny No. 25. 

of Edward the second, its inscription Edwar. r. angl. dns. is a farther confirmation Plate l# 

of it, but then its weight contradicts such an arrangement, being only fourteen grains 

and a half or not more than two thirds the weight of those pennies, altho' it is well 

preserved. When we see the sun on its reverse, we can think of its belonging to no 

other prince than Edward the fourth, however its weight agrees as little with this as 

the former supposition, being half as heavy again as the best of this kings pennies, 

it is likewise observable, that the sun on this piece has only eleven rays, whereas on all 

the others there are 'fifteen or twenty-four rays, beside which this piece has no rose in 

a2 
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7 Ed. IV, the center of it, nor is the inscription, ci vitas dublinie divided into four parte, by 
three small roses, as is the maimer on all the others ; this very rare piece is m the 
collection of Mr. Duane. 

The money of Edward the fourth oftenest met with are his groats, with the head 
on one side, and the cross and pellets on the other, many sorts of which axe engraved 
in his fifth plate, the half groats of this sort are not near so common as the groat, 
Mr. Duane has one struck at Limeric which is not in Simon ; the pennies likewise 
if well preserved, are rare, of the three already published by Simon, Numb. M, 
No. 26. 92, Plate V. and Numb. 115, Plate VI. not one have a reverse like our Numb. 
P 1, la 26, which has been shamefully dipt, and we apprehend is of that kind, which by 
the statute 19 Henry VII. are to pas* for no more than an halfpenny, and described 
as having spurs or mullets between the bars of the cross, but we think they haw 
more the appearance of roses than mullets. Mr. Simon has not published a single 
halfpenny of this king, but we have been so happy as to find two in Mr. 
No. 23, Dummer's collection Numb. S3, 34, belonging to the groats, Numb. 80> 81, 
83. Plate IV. each has a rose in the center of the cross, but much larger 
6n one than the other. 
Rich. Ill In Mr. Simon's appendix, Numb. 18, page 91, is a record which permits grosses, 
N *%7 ^ a ^ S r0Me8 > deniers, and half deniers to be struck of this king, like those of his 
pi. l. brother Edward the fourth in his tenth year, which in page 84, are ordered to have 
his head on one side and a cross and pellets' on the other ; we have discovered a penny 
of this sort, or with the head, in Mr. Duane* s collection, 'there are only on tile ob- 
verse Ric. and on the reverse villa droo remaining, it is much clipped and weighs 
about eight grains and a half, but its full weight should be about ten grains and 
three quarters, as there was to be eleven grosses to the lb. Troy. 
Hen VIII King Henry the eighth in his 36th struck sixpenny and threepenny pieces, and 
No. 28. Simon has given three of them, Plate V. Numb. 100, 101, 10$, but makes no 
pi. l. mention of a three half-penny piece, Numb. 28 has occurred to us, now in Mr. 
Bart let' s collection, it weighs about nine grains and a half, is inscribed round the 
head, H. i>. g. rosa sine spine, and on the reverse civitas Dublin. 
Mary, Mr. Simon has given us the shilling, groat and two-pence struck in the first 

No 5 29 ^ eSLT °^ < l uecn M^y^ aiM * say 3 it ^ as probable that there were pennies of the same 
coinage, he was right in his conjecture, as there is one of them, Numb. 29, in 
the Devonshire Museum, it is like the other pieces in every particular and weighs 
about twelve grains. 

James I. Besides the shilling and sixpence of James I. of the first coinage, with the bell 
mint mark, we have seen them with a martlet, and of the second coinage, besides 
those with a rose mint mark, we have met with others which had a martlet and an 
escallop shell. 

Char. I. There was a great variety of coins struck during the troubles in Ireland under 

N 64 Vi ^^ ar ^ es *he ^ st - among which Numb. 31, with the value on one side and the cross 

' on the other, is usually called the rebels crown, the half crown of this sort appears 
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Numb. 173, Plate VIII. in Simon, who has also given the crown Numb. 133, Plate C«ah. I, 
VI. with the value on both aides, belonging to which is the half crown Numb. 32, N 164 L 
in our first Plate. Of the Inchequin money Mr. Simon has published two different 
groats. Numb. 130, 131, Plate VI. the last of which instead of haying the weight 
en both sides as is usual, oo one side has four annulets probably for as many pane. 
In the sixth supplemental Plate to Mr. Foikes, Numb. IV. is the three pence of 
this sort with three annulets, its weight it is likely was on the other side but does 
not now appear, however it is said to weigh twenty- two grains, its just weight being 
twenty-three grains. We have now added the six-pence, shilling and half-crown of 
this coinage, Numb. 33, 34, 35, the crown is to be found before in Simon, Numb. No « 35, 
132, Plate VI. to whose Cork six-pence, Numb. 143, Plate VIL we have added 34 ' 35a 
the shilling Numb. 30. No. Sfc, 

The half-crown and crown of Charles the Hd. Numb. 36, and 37, were first Cai*. fc 
published by Mr. Folkes in his table of silver coins, Numb. 1, % Plate XXX, No ^ f 
but he could never learn where or upon what occasion struck, neither have we been 
able to gain any intelligence relating to them, however we think from the maimer of 
the pieces that they were struck in Ireland, and in the interval between his Cither's 
death and his own restoration. 

Capper coins by authority were introduced earlier in Ireland than in England, as Copper 
is proved by the pennies and half-pennies, (Numb. 122, 123, Plate 6 in Simon) under p^L 
Queen Elisabeth. The farthing token* also of James I. and Charles were current Trades. 
here the same as in England, and discontinued in both kingdoms at the same time, J? ena 
and the want of small coins equally felt in each, until tradesmen and shopkeepers 
made their own tokens, but it does not appear they took this method so soon here as 
there, for we don't remember to have seen any of them dated before 1654, after which 
year we have observed the following dates, viz. 1656, 1657, 1658, 1661, 1664, 
1667, 1672, 1674, and 1679, thus it is plain Armstrong's patent in 1660, and the 
proclamatioa in consequence of it, to forbid these tokens having a currency had no 
effect 

The towns we have observed where these pieces were utterred are. Belfast, Cashell, 
Charleville, Clitheroe, Cork, Dublin, Dungarvan, Galway, Kildare, Kilkenny, 
Lisburne, Lymerick, Londonderry, Montrath, Pullhely and Youghal, and no 
doubt but there are a great many more. However there were but very few cities or 
towns that struck them in their corporate capacity, being tmly Cork, Kinsale and 
Kilkenny. 

The two first pieces in plate two are of Cork, the first probably an halfpenny, No. l, t, 
the other plainly a penny, as is. Numb. 3 also, struck at Kilkenny, and is most re- - j J 
maskable for an inscription on its edge, of which nothing remains but the word re- 
^urgo and is the only piece we have seen thus circumstanced, on Numb. 4, is inscribed No. 4. 
for ye use and convenience — of the inhabitants and in the area Kilkenny half- 
penny with a date nearly obliterated, the four next are the most remarkable private 
tradesmen we have met with, Numb. 5, we may suppose is the crest of Thomas Lynch No. *, 6, 

7,8. 
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Ciua.lt. of Lymerick inscribed on the reverse, his halfpenny token, round the harp of Ire- 
land, Numb. 6, is a penny token for necessary chang of Henry Coker of 
JOrogfieda. Numb. 7, of Richard Greenwood, Merchant, in High-street, Dublin, 
has a St. Patrick on one side, Numb. 8, belonging to Edmond Yeomans of Corke, 
has on the reverse Adam and Eve, and we think it is their heads on the obverse, it i» 
probable, the counter mark- Charleville was to give it a currency in that place as 
well as in Corke. 
No. 18, We are possessed of two very odd pieces in brass like Numb. 38, 39 plate I. which 
. *° a we think are of the token kind, and were struck here during the common- wealth, 
having on one side their usual type of the cross and harp in two shields, the reverses 
are not so plain as we could wish, one of them has rer perhaps for Kerry, on the other 
only an E appears. 
James II. The gun money of James the second, we think commenced with the six-pence, as 
gun-mo- £{ j s fhe on iy piece with June 1689 on it, the other months found on them sue July, 
Aug. Sept. 7ber. Nov. Dec. Jan. and Feb. Of the shillings there are of every 
month from July 1689 to June 1690 and one of Sept. 1690. Some are marked 
8ber, 9ber, and lOber, the second has a castle under the king's head, there are 
likewise of March and April both large and small. You have the half crowns 
from July 1689 to Aug. 1690 both inclusive as also another of Oct. 1690, there 
are also the large and small for March, April and May. We have of this king's 
tin money, a penny with his head Cesar like as the half-penny in Simon, Numb. 151, 
Plate VII. but with 1 D behind it, the reverse is like Numb. 176, Plate VIII. 
with 16—90. 
Geo. I. We have added a few different half-pence of Wood's qot in Simon, on Numb. 24, 
Wood's Hibernia is represented sitting on a rock with her face turned towards it, and we think 
No; 24 there is the farthing of the same, £Jumb. 25 and 26, have both of them the date 
25, 20. 1724 in the exergue, different from any other, and very good work especially the 
98 ° half-penny, which is the finest broadest piece of his money we ever saw, and belongs 
to Mr. Bartlet, another half-penny has the Hibernia pointing up with one hand to 
a sun near the top of the piece, the heads of Numb. 27 and 28 are the same as those 
of Numb. 25, 26, but we do not give them as coins but rather as a sort of jettons 
struck but are ignorant on what occasion the reverse we meet with on two or three 
different ones of Charles I. anno 1629. 
Geo. II. There is no doubt but it was the want of small change that occasioned, persons in 
promissa. fayfe to utter promissary notes, first in copper for an half-penny and a penny and af- 
in copper terwards for two-pence, and lastly others in silver for three-pence, and is we think 
and silver the only instance of these sorts any where to be met with. The first piece we have 
seen is dated 1728 and runs thus promesary notes, value received, Dublin, 1728. 
James Maculla. 
No.0 9 io This was succeeded next year by another, Numb. 9, Plate II. more frequently 
pL ** met with than the first, filled on one side with, I promise to pay the bearer on de- 
mand 20 pence a pound for these, and on the other side cash notes, val. received, 
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Dublin, 1739, Jambs Maculla. Two years after, this was followed by Numb. Geo. n* 
10, hauing round the figure of Justice seated between two pillars, I promise 30 
shillings pound str (sterling) 1731 and on the other side a fleur de lis, and gash 
, notes value reced, I. Maculla. The six which follow each other from Numb. No - 16t0 
16 to Numb. 33 inclusive, are all copper and every one for two-pence, nor have 
we seen them of any other value except Numb. 15, which is only a penny. They 
all on one side promise to pay the bearer two-pence, some on demand, others not. 
Their obverses are -filled with a crest or some other devise, Numb. 16, has a king's 
fisher with .a fish in its mouth, no doubt in allusion to the persons name, without ' 

any inscription round it, but all the rest have one alluding to the figure on it, as 
under the dove with an olive branch in its mouth, Numb. 15, there is Good ladings, 
the Peacock on Numb. 18 has round it Youth and Beauty, the rampant tyger, Numb. 
31, is circumscribed with Fierce and Strong and so of the rest, as the Falcon, 
Numb. 19, never without my prey, the Hare, Numb. 30, I make good speed, &c. 
the only exception we have met with, is in that of Will. Hall of JDromore, which 
round a griffin, ~ has for the parish of Dromore being the only piece for a single 
parish, we have seen eithet English or Irish, this did not occur till the plate was 
finished or we should have inserted it there, we have also seen one of Tho. O'Brien 
of Lurgen, having a stagg on a wreath without any letter* but 3 P. both these last 
are dated 1736. 

We have one very peculiar which has, I promise to pay on demand two-pence John 
Gray, stampt on a thin piece of brass. It is very probable that about this time 
Numb. 33 was struck which is made of lead. 

The silver threepenny tokens are Numb. 11, 13, 13, the first of Alex. Morton of No. n, 
Armagh, the second of Samuel Mackie of Ithill and the last of John Overend of 12 > l3# 
Portadown all of them uttered in 1736, Numb. 14 is the most remarkable having 
in the area of the piece, Ben. Bowen, Dublin, and round it I owe the bearer 
3d. ster. the reverse has a stag at gaze, pierced through the back with an 

arrow. 

The copper-money now current in Ireland began to be coined in 1737, the first 
contract entered into was for fjffy tons, which was compleated by 26th. Jan. 1739, 
the second contract was in March 1741 for a hundred tons, which were delivered 
between that and November 1749. In April 1750 a third contract was made for fifty 
tons, of which thirty-nine tons four hundred was delivered by the 31st. July 1753, 
being all that was coined of that contract. In September 1760 a fourth was entered 
into for fifty tons, which was compleated in April 1763, and all with the dyes of his 
late majesty. - 

In the year 1766 the fifth contract was made for fifty tons, and for halfpence only, Geo. in. 
a new dye being engraved for theiq, of his present majesty, (No. 39.) The sixth 1766 * 
and last contract was made in 1769 for fifty tons also, and has this year been dom- 
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8 A SUPPLEMENT, 

pleated 



1766. 



A SUPPLEMENT, 

ealed all in half-peace, as the last. The expenccs of coining are nearly the same 
in the English,, the master being allowed five-pence per ft>. weight, out of which 
* pays the mdniers ttf o-pence for coining, seven eights of a peony for barrelling, a 
the engraver, a farthing to the dye forger, and to hia own deputy he al- 



farthing 

shillings per ton. 
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* . < • 

1^5 UMB. 1, 3 and 3, are coin of the 9th century. Numb, 1 and 2 differ from all No. i * 
we have before seen, in being extremely thin ; and although as broad 83 an English *• 
groat of the 15th century, weigh but 9± grains each. 

Numb. 4, is a very rude coin, the type unusual, it is much worn and clip'd, and No. 4. 
weighs 12 grains. 

Numb. 5 and 6, are well preserved, and the letters legible, yet we cannot guess to No. 5, 6. 
what Prince they belong, unless they are of Sihtric, King of Dublin. Numb. 5, 
is remarkable for an ornament which seems pendent from the ear, a like ornament 
appears behind the heads of Numb. 6, 8 and 9. 

• • • . 

Numb. 7, we think, is of Sihtric, but the letters blundered by the artist, the No. 7. * 

obverse reads ^ ZNITCRIEX HF. the reverse NIRINNMeDNI. that is Nirirm < 
Montyer in Dublin. 

It has been asserted by an elegant writer, (Mr. Pinkerton) that these ancient coins No. 8. 
found in Ireland, with rude strokes round them, were fabricated by men too ignorant 
to be capable of reading or forming letters. Numb. 8, however, shews his mistake, 
for the artist who graved this coin could form letters perfectly well, though round 
one side he has put nothing but rude strokes — on the obverse the letters are very . 
legible, and are IHFRZREX — probably Ifarus or Ivarus ; the reverse has the cross 
as usual, but surrounded with crooked strokes; the workmanship is rather neat 

b2 



12 EXPLANATION, SfC. 

No. Si for that time : if Ait be a coin of Ivar, it is certainly one of the earliest inscribed 
coins that has yet accural hi the Irish series. Ware date* the arrival of Anlaf, 
Sihtric and Ivar in Ireland, A. D. 853. In Simon's 2d Plate, Numb. 34, is a coin 
which he gives to Ivar, the characters on which are very ill formed, and differs from 
ours, having letters on both sides. — Numb. 8, weighs 19^ grains, and is in fine 
preservation. 

No. 9. There is a great variety of these coins of Domnaldor DonaM.-^Numb. 9, has 
an ornament behind the head similar to that on the neck of Numb. 5. 



JOHN, A. D 1177. 

No. 10, In the summer of 1806, a peasant digging near the high road at Loughlinstown, 
is' 14' ^°* Dublin, turned up a metal pot of about a pint measure, which contained a 
large parcel of the full-faced halfpence of John, inscribed Johannes, Dom. or 
Do minus, and with them several farthiqgSj of which Numb. 10, 11, 12, 13 and 
14, are exact representations ; they weigh each from 5£ to 5^ grains, and have on one 
side an ornament, something in the shape of a Lozenge, and on the reverse a cross, 
with a letter in each quarter. Numb. 10, has NORM, which is an abbreviation of 
Norman, the minter's name— on Numb. 11 is TOMA. for Thomas — Numb. 12, 
has NICO. for Nicholas — Numb. 13, ALEX, for Alexander—and Numb. 14, 
ADAM— all which names occur on the full-faced halfpence found in the same 
measure. From these names agreeing with ikon of the mint masters on his half- 
pence, and as they were all dug up together, there cannot, we think, be a doubt of 
their being the farthings of his first coinage when Lord of Ireland, so long sought 
after. — Tht halfpence are published by Simon, Plate II. Numb. 38 to 42, 



HENRY VI. 1458. 

No. 15. In Snelling's Supplement, Plate I. Numb. 16, is represented a penny of this 
King, struck in his 38th year, exactly like the groats, published by Simon, Numb. 
61, Plate III. and Numb. 71, Plate TV.— Our penny Numb. 15, Which is of the 
first rarity, differs from them in having the crown without the compartment— it 
weighs nearly 9 grains. 



EDWARD IV. 

No. 16, Mr. Simon, in his 4th Plate, Numb. 83, has given us a groat of Edward IV. 
17 * struck et limerick— the half groat, Numb. 16, and penny, Numb. 17, have never 

before been published; they are in good preservation — the \ groat weighs 15 

grains, the penny 7^ grains. 



^ 



* EXPLANATION, 6fC. 

HENRY VIII. 1540. 

Numb. 18, is the half groat of King Henry VIII. struck on his marriage with No. 
Catherine Howard, in 1 540. It has, like his groat of that year, the harp between 
the letters H. K. for Henry and Catherine. There is a half groat of this King, 
Plate VIII. Numb. 172, of Simon, who says in his Addenda, that it has the harp 
between the letters H. A. for Henry and Anne ; the engraver, however, has omitted 
the letters. 
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18. 



ELIZABETH. 

The base shilling and six-pence of Elizabeth's 43d year, appear in Simon's No. 19. 
Plate 130 and 121. Our Numb. 19, is the threepence of that coinage; it has 
suffered much by circulation, and weighs 13 grains instead of 17 grains, its 
original weight. 
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11 COINS— Smith (Aqnilla) The Irish Coins 
of Edward IV., ptatet, 4to, half calf neat, 
R.I.A.. 1838 >6d 



275 IRELAND. Wood's Halfpence. A Collection of eleven broadsides 

dealing with Wood's halfpence, including the Daily Couiant for April 10th, 1714, giving 
Orders in Council for an Essay of the Coinage and the same for Aug. Sth, 1734, with the 
report of the Council on Wood's Patent. — Harding '5 Impartial Dublin News Letter for 
Aug. 15th, 1734, with the declaration of the Dublin bankers not to receive or issue Wood's 
coins. — Proclamation of the Grand Jury of Dublin, presenting all those who attempt to 
impose Wood's corns on the country. — Some Considerations on the Attempts made to pass 
Mr. Wood's Brass Money in Ire land. By a Lover of his Country. Two leaves. 1724 — 
Declaration of the Brewersj^^**^^Bf using to receive or pay Wood's coins. [Aug. 
' •" 4]— Pnwh m-*fafr*****^^ Vt, offering /300 for the discovery of the author 

of A Letter tof* W M. B. Drapier. Oct. 37th. 1714— Seasonable 

Advice to thf F the case against the printer df the Drapitr't 

Letters, tfosl liah Commoner [A satire on Wood's halfpence], 

etc. SgutaeJ V 17*4 



